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RIGHT HONOURABL I 


Sir ROBERT WALPOLE, 


Knight of the moſt Honourable Order of the Br; 
Firſt Lord Commiſſioner of the I REASURY ; 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, and Under-Treaſurer; 


AND 


One of HIS M A] EST 's moſt Honourable 


Privy Council. 


S I X, 


You the dreadful —— ions they are under 
of the total Loſs of their Navigation ( caus'd by 
the choaking up of the Ouſe River ) and Inſtances 
of Demonſtration. were given, that from the ſame 
Cauſe the adjacent Country is overflow'd and 
rendered unprofitable ; You was pleas'd to command theſe Papers to 
be drawn up for their Service. They being now publiſhed at the 
Defire of that Body, and Gentlemen of the adjacent Parts, I 


preſume to introduce them to the World, under the Protection of 


Your Great Name, perſuaded of Your favourable Acceptance of them, 
becauſe they tend to the publick Good, and to the Good ot that 
County , ( among others) in which Your Honourable Family have 
for many Centuries flouriſhed : And of that Port and Burgh for 
which You have many Years 'been Repreſentative in Parliament. 


A 2 They 


DEDICATION 


They demonſtrate that the true Intereſt of Lyn and the Adventure |; 
of the Trading Towns, and the adjacent Country, is in this Atair the 
ſame: That the Navigation of that Port, and Draining in the Great 


Level of the Fens, are inſeparable : That they have alway gone Hand 


in Hand, improv'd together, and together decay'd : They point out 
a Method to drain the Country, and amend Lyz Harbour; 
and from the Experience of all former Ages, prove this Method 
muſt as neceſſarily anſwer the End propoſed, as any other natural 


| Cauſe produce its proper Effect. It is therefore hoped, they will 


contribute to engage the Great Bodies concern'd, after Your Illuſtrious 
Example, to a& for the Good of their Poſterity, and of their Country. 


As theſe are the glorious Motives that induced You to order theſe 
Papers to be drawn up, which will alone give them a laſting Reputation; 
ſo the Publick, who will receive the Benefit, will, I hope, aſſiſt me to 
acknowledge Part of the Obligation due from me to You, GREAT 
SIR, for having been pleaſed to truſt me with a Work of this appa- 
rent Uſefulneſs and Importance; there being nothing in the World 
I more ardently deſire, than to give You Proofs of that profound 


Reſpe&t with which I am, 


SIR —— 
D | . 
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Tour moſt Obedient, | 
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and Devoted Servant, 
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HE Number of Inbabitants, the Value of Land, the Trade, 
the Riches, and the Strength of every Free- State, are great, hi 
Proportion to their Navigable Rivers. | 

For as People increaſed, Communities were formed; who 
took to Manufafures, which began firſt Domeſtick, :hen Foreign 
Trade and Commerce: This induced them to ſettle on navigable 
Rivers, whereby they might with moſt Eaſe and leaſt Ex- 
pence make their Exports and Imports. Ef 

Foreign Trade advanced their Wealth, and the Expeflation of Profit increaſed the 
Number of Inhabitants of ſuch Towns ;, and with them advanced Hushandry and 
Feeding, and the Value of Land; the Manufafures alſo flouriſhed with the Manis 
fafturers, and Traffick with Domeſtick and Foreign Neighbours hecame more and more 
extended : This introduced Shipping and Seamen, our Wealth in Peace, our Defence 
in War. | 

'Tis to Trade and Navigation we are bebolden for what Knowledge we have of 
foreign Parts, and to our Settlements Abroad : And as the Induſtrions Merchants 


were Emulous of out-doing each other, by getting firſt into a new Place of Trade, 


our Commerce has by that Means been extended to all Parts of the World; we now 


Export to all foreign Kingdoms the Manifactures and Produfs we abound in, and 
they want, and Import from them Things neceſſary in their ſtead ;, and by as much 
as the Produce of the Nation have exceeded our Wants, by ſo mich has our Wealth 
increaſed, the Remainder being ſold for Bullion : And this Riches is diſperſed through 
the whole Kingdom, by means of our Navigable Rivers :. They prevent Money 
centering in any one Place, which i it was to do, would ruin Trade, and diſable 
the Country to pay the neceſſary Taxes. 

Of all the Navigable Rivers in England, the River of Great Ouſe is one of the 
chief; which, for the Uſefulneſs of it, an ancient Author calls Via Lactea, quæ 
merces & aliæ, vitæ neceſſaria infert & defert : Ejuſque in Oftio, inſter clavis 
Lenna ſedit: He compares the River Ouſe to the Milky Way, by reaſon of thoſe 
Accommodations of Merchandize, Food, and neceſſary Proviſions, which are cdu- 


ſtantliy carried up and down it : And Lyn fits at the Door of this River, as it 
were the Turnkey of it. | 


(b) OY And 


The PREFACE. 


The Port of Lyn ſupplies Six Counties wholly, and Three in Part, by means of 
Great Ouſe, and the many other Rivers that branch out of it : Upon theſe Streams 
fland the large populous Towns Buckingham — Bedford — Huntington — Ely 
Northampton — Peterborough — Milderthall — Brandon — Thetford Bury 
St. Edmonds — Cambridge: All «which depend chiefly an the Navigation ;, and 
all which the Merchants at Lyn ſupply with Maritime Commodities : Their Exports 
and Imports enrich and furniſh the Country, and raiſe a great Revenue to the Go- 
vernment; and in all National e the Port of Lyn is equalled by few Ports 
of this Kingdom. 

And as the River Ouſe is inferior to no he Riviy in the Extent of its Inland Na- 
vigation, it is ſuperior to any one in reſpect of Draining , it being the Sewer and 
Ourfall of the great Level of the Fens, called Bedford Level, of near 400,000 
Acres, of the Province of Marſhland, of 40, ooo Acres; of the Hundred of Clack- 
Cloſe and Parts adjacent, of above 10,000 Acres of Land. 

T ſhould bave ſaid the River Ouſe was thus famous for Navigation and Draining : 
Indeed it is far, very far from being ſo now, having for ſeveral Tears laſt paſt gra- 
dually decayed, inſomuch that it is rendered incapable of Draining any Y the afaore- 
ſaid Lands, and will be loſt to Navigation in a very ſhort Time. 

This is a Truth confeſs'd by the Corporation of Adventurers, 4. well as b the 
Inhabitants of the Country, and the Corporation of Lyn: All Parties acknowledge 
tbe Misfortune, for they all ſuffer ;, but all do not agree in the Cauſe of this gene- 
ral Calamity, nor in the Method that muſt be put in Practice to:relieve them; but 
all agree and declare, that if ſomething be not done, this Country will be . 
uninbabitable, and the Navigation of the Port of Lyn will be loſt, and the Univer- 
ſity of Cambridge, and all the great Towns ſituate on the Rivers fur the Benefit of 
Navigation, muſt with it decay and become impoveriſbed; and the Cuſtoms and Duties 
of the State be in Conſequence thereof greatly leſſned. 

As navigable Rivers are of ſuch univerſal Benefit; as the River Ouſe is one of 
the principal Rivers of this Kingdom ,, and as the Loſs of it will be attended with 
ſuch fatal Conſequences, and is inevitable, unleſs ſome ſpeedy Method be put in 
Practice to prevent it; the Corporation of Lyn were under a Neceſſit ity of repre- 
fenting the dreadful Apprehenff ons they labour under, to the Honourable Perſon to 
whom theſe Papers are inſcribed : They have had ſo many Tears Experience of his 
great and faithful Services, that they could not but entertain ſome Hope of having 
Their River and Harbour amended and preſerved. 

In purſuit of this deſirable End, that Honourable Gentleman engaged Col. Arm- 
ſtrong, Chief Engineer of England, to view the Port and Harbour of Lyn; which He 
performed; and alſo view'd the River Ouſe, and all the navigable Rivers that 
branch out of it: And at the Requeſt of the Right Henoner ble the Earl of Lincoln, 
the Colonel alſo viewed the Fens. 

By his Direction and Advice, and at the Requeſt 97 the Corporation of Lyn, 
and of ſeveral Gentlemen of the adjacent Countyy, theſe Surveys F the ſaid Rivers 
and of Lyn-Harbour were made; and this Account of the Ancient and Preſent State 
of Navigation. and Draining in theſe Parts was ordered by the Right Honourable 
Robert Walpole, Eſq; to be drawn up, that ſo all Parties may know their true 
Intereſt, and be induced to ae] as ee ly as Navigation and Draining ſball ap- 
pear inſeparable. 

How fur theſe Papers will anſwer the great Def u, I dare not preſume to determine: 
0 The Country have a Maxim among themſelves, * That he that will do any Good 

in Sewing, muſt do it againſt the Will of ſuch as ſhall have Profit”. ) Bur as 
they ſet the Cauſes of e to Navigation and Draining in a clear Light, 


and 


> 


The PR EF A CE. 


and ſhew a Method that if prafiſed may reſtore both, "tis hoped they will have 
the intended Effet: And then the End will crown the Work with Honour and 
Safety, and make large room for People and Habitation, with as much advantage 
tothe State, as any other part of the Kingdom can afford. | 

But if after all, they will ſupinely negle their Preſervation, or continue to be fo 
infatuated or perverſe, not to unite, and come into Meaſures to prevent the growing 
Danger It is certain, that as the River Ouſe is already ſo choaked up as to be 
rendered utterly incapable of draining the Fens, and the adjacent Country; That 
River and the Harbour of Lyn will alſo in a ſhort time be loft to Navigation, ( like 
the Harbour of Rye, and the River Rother ) beyond all recovery. So will Decay, 
Poverty and Deſolation be entail'd on their Poſterity. 

Should this be the Caſe, as theſe Papers prove it inevitably muſt be, unleſs 
Meaſures are unanimouſly and ſpeedily taken to prevent it; it will however be 
remembred to the laſting Honour of the Corporation of Lyn, that they have at 
all. Times, and. on all Occaſions, bravely and conſtantly exerted themſelves for the 
common Service; and that they bude arquitted themſelues to Poſterity. 

Having given this Account of the Deſign in general, I ſhall now make my grate- 
ful Acknowledgments to the Gentlemen who aſſiſted me to compoſe it. 

From Edmond Rolfe, Eſq; Alderman of Lyn, I had many moſt uſeful Papers 
yelating to the Navigation of that Port, after Denver Sluices were built, And be 
alſo favour d me with the valuable Manyſcript of Mr. Richard Atkins of Outwell, 
who flouriſhed the Beginning of Xing James I. Reign. He was an eminent Commiſ- 
ſioner of the Sewers, a Man of great Learning and Experience; and, as Sir Wil- 
liam Dugdale ſays, 4 notable Obſerver of the Fens. He was conſulted by all the 
Undertakers of bis Time, and was Surveyor of the Works of Sewers. 

From this Manuſcript, which is allow'd in Evidence, is printed great Part of 
the State of the Fens before the general Undertaking to drain them commenced, 
to which his Name is for the moſt part prefixed. 

From the Learned Mr. Bateſon of Magdalen, I had a Mamiſcript of the ſame 
Mr. Atkins, which be preſented to Andrews, Biſhop of Ely, Anno 1618. — The 
Manuſcript Propoſal of the Lord Gorges, for draining the Fens, and many 
valuable Papers relating to the Fens. 

As no Man underftands this Affair better, or has made more Obſervations re- 
lating to it, ſo no Body is more communicative, nor more hearty in promoting the Good 
of theſe Parts; which the great Aſſiftance he generouſly gave me all the time 1 
have been about this Work, ſufficiently teſtify. 

I am alſo particularly oblig'd to Nathaniel Green, Ei, of the Corporation of 
Adventurers, for ſeveral kind Communications, and for the Map of the preat Level 
of the Fens, with the Adventure Lots. 

And now I ſhall conclude nearly in the Words of the Commiſſioners of Sewers when 
they requeſied the Lords of the Privy Council, Anno 1618. to ſend a Clerk of their 
Board as a diſintereſſed Perſon with them, to view the Fens, &c. and to report his 
Opinion to their Lordſhips, that one conftant and reſolute Courſe might be direfled 
by order of that Board for the general Draining : 

That as a Perſon indifferent to all Parts and Parties, I Hat 
out Partiality ſhewed the Feaſibleneſs of reſtoring Na 
** theſe Parts, and the fitteſt Means to effed it. 
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PAGE 3. Line 29. for ran read runs. L. 30. dele there. P. 10.1. 37. for of r. off P. 12. I. 11. for 

a r. . P. 16.1. 29. for Guybune r. Guybirn. P. 22. 1. 9. for New r. North. P. Fa 23. r. 1620, 
P. 53. for did r. does, for ſwell r. flow. P. 62.1. 1. for Harrimere r. Hermitage. P. 67. I. qr. for 7 r. for. 
J. alt. 


P. 74-1. 31. r. 1604. P. 76. I. 6. r. yearly 1000 Giſt-Beaſts, P. 83. 1. 41. for any r. that. P. 13 
r. draining of the Fens. | 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


' Nſtruments uſed in Surveying, Levelling, Navigation, &*c. are made in 
the moſt accurate Manner, by Mr. Thomas Wright, Mathematical Inſtrument 
Maker to the Prince of Jales At the Orrery and Globe in Heetſtreet. 
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The Ancient and Preſent State of the 
NAVIGATION 


FIT 


Port of King's -Lyn in Norfolk, 


AND OF 


CAMBRIDEG E; 


And of the reſt of the Water-Towns in thoſe Parts: 
And of the Navigable Rivers that have their Outfall to Sca through 
Lyn-Haven, and their Courſe through the Great Level of the Fens, 
called Bedford Level : And the Ancient and Preſent State of Drain- 
ing in that Level, Marſhland, and the Hundreds and Parts adjacent. 


S E. T. I. 


The River of Great Oule traced from its Spring- bead to its Influx mto the 


Sea; and a Deſcription of all the other Rivers that empty their Waters 
into it : With a Compariſon between the Ouſe and the Thames, the Severn, 


Humber, &c. which proves this to be naturally as capable of Nawiga- 
tion and Draining as thoſe Rivers are. 


N former Ages the Chanel of Lenne-haven ( as by good Re- 
cords appeareth) was not above fix Poles broad. Then 
Ouſe parva (alias Brandon) and Stoke Waters only had their 
RA Influx into the Sea by Lenne; which Waters when united a 
little above Salters-lode, (about ſixteen Miles from Lenne) 

n paſſed thro' a narrow River, then called WWiggenbale Fea, 
Baut the Outfall by Wizhbech decaying, for Cauſes hercafrer 

aſſigned, the Waters of Great Ouſeæ were let fall into Ouſe Par- 

va by a new River made from Littleport-Chair to Rebeck, its former Courlc be- 
ing from Littleport by Welney and Well to the North Sea by Wisbech, as I ſhall 
in the next Section ſhew. But now its Courſe being thro' this new Cur, and 
Joining Ouſe Parva and Stoke Waters, they all paſſed with united Force to Lenne, 
and did by degrees grind and wear their Chanel wider and deeper; making 
thereby ſo ſpacious an Inlet to the Tides from Sea, and ſo good an Outfall for 


dhe Fen-Warters, that it became one of the moſt famous Rivers in this Kingdom 


for Navigation and Draining. And ſuch is its Length from its Sprins-head to its 
Influx into the Sea; ſo many are the Countries it runs through, and fo great are 


the 


[ 2 ] 


the Quantities of freſh Water it receives, that in theſe 5 it rivals the Ham- 

ber and the Severn, and is ſcarcely inferior to Thames; and indeed it will appear 
to be as conſiderable a River as moſt in England, if we compare the Maps here- 
unto annex'd, and duly weigh the following Survey and Deſcription, which 
traces the Ouſe from its Spring-head in Northamptonſhire to its Outfall by Lenne, 
taking notice of all the Rills, Brooks and Rivers it receives in its Courſe, 


Uſa or Ouſe, formerly Iſa, hath its Head on a gentle riſing Ground full of 
bubbling Fountains near Brackley in the County of Northampton (ſee the Map 
of all the Rivers that have their Courſe thro' the Fens). 160 Miles from its In- 
flux into the Sea: longer than Humber, long as Severn, and wanting not 10 
Miles of the Length of Thames. As the Water goeth 

In its way from its Spring before it runs (12 Miles) to Buckingham, it takes 
in two Rills from the North, riſing near Stow and Taxley: and two Miles below 
Buckingham, it receives from the North-IWeſt a Rill from Lillingſton Dorrel; and 
from the Suit h-Meſt, a River of three principal Heads, the firſt riſing at Frit well 
in Oxfordſhire, deſcends to Hardwick, there receives a Rill, and paſſes on by 
Fringford and Goddenton, where it enters Buckinghamſhire ;, and after a Courſe of 
about twenty Miles, receives near Eaſt-Claydon the fecond Rill from WWhitchurch ;, 
and about four Miles farther, the third Rill of ſeveral Heads riſing near Winſlow, 
Upper-Weale and Shenly, all in Buckinghamſhire, With theſe Waters it runs about 
three Miles farther, and empties it {cif at Thornton into Ouſe, after a Courſe of 
thirty Miles ; bringing with 1t the Downfal and Springs of Buckinghamſhire, and 
of Part of *Oxfordſhire. Then doth Ouſe deſcend to cet; avg ane and Wolver- 
ton (about five Miles farther) at which laſt Place it receives from the Vet the 
River Widon out of Northamptonſhire, having its Springs at Sulgrave and Aſhwell, 
falling under Touceſter Grafton, and then to Wolverton, after a Courle of about 
twenty Miles, loſing its Name at its Fall into Ouſe. Which deſcends, about 
ſeven Miles lower, to Newport-pagnel, where it receives from the South a River 
of two Heads; the one deſcending from WWhipſuade, the North Contines of the 
Counties of Buck. Bedford, and Hertfordſhires, three Miles from Dunſtable ;, falls 
down by Leighton, Middleton-Keynes, and within two Miles of Newport, where 
it receives the ſecond Branch falling from Halcot ; and then, after about thirty 
Miles Circuit yields his full Force into Ouſe at Newport aforeſaid, Then doth 
Ou ſe make his Progreſs in a moſt crooked Courſe by Olney, Bletneſhoe, Bedford 
and Tempsford, between thirty and forty Miles lower from Newport, and there 
receives into it from the South, a ſwift River of five principal Heads: The firſt 
from 1Vobrrn, the ſecond from Tuddington, the third from Berton, all in Bedford- 
(hire; the fourth from Hitchin, the fifth from Baldock, both in Hertfordſhire: All 
which are conjoin'd at Shelford, Langford, and under Bigleſwade ;, and then paſ- 
ſing by Sandy, fall into Ouſe at Tempsford aforeſaid, after a Courſe of between 
twenty and thirty Miles from the Spring at Nohurn. Then doth Orſe continue 
its Courſe about five Miles farther to St. Neots in Huntingdonſhire, receiving from 
the South a River of two Heads from Granſden and Stow, falling by Epnesbury 
and St. Neot into Ouſe; which paſſeth on one Mile farther to Paxton Parva, and 
there receives from the Weſt the River Hayle, which beginneth about Perton- hill, 
and runneth by Stoughton Magna, Aleweſton, and falleth into Ouſe between 
St. Neot and Paxton Parva, after running about ten Miles. From hence the Ouſe 
continues his Courſe to Brygden and the Offords, until it come to Brampton, about 
eight Miles from Paxton Parva, where it maketh an Iſland, called Portmead; and 
there it receiveth from the Ve under Hinchinbrook a Rill of two Heads, the 
firſt from Brenton, twelve Miles up into the Country; the ſecond from Gidney 
Magna and Arukenbury, ſixteen Miles off. 1 | JOS 

Then the 0% . carries all theſe Waters united under Huntington-Bridge, and 
about eight Miles farther, waſhing St. Ives, flow on ſeven Miles lower to Erith, 
where it did anciently divide it ſelf into two Branches: One called the WVefi— 
IWater (ſuppos'd to have been a Slaker to eaſe the other Branch of Orſe) ran 
North, upon the Partition of the County of Huntington and the Iile of Ely, un- 
der Chatteris to Benwick, where 1t met with Part of the River Nene; and then 
both ran to March-Bridge, and thence to Upwel/ : Where it met the other Branch 
deſcending to Harrimere, and then with Grant to Ely, Littleport and Welney, and 
ſo to Upwell, and thence united to Miabech (of which more hereafter.) But 

upon 
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upon the Decay of that Outfall, theſe Branches took a back Courſe; the laſt 
mention'd to Littleport, and the Neft - Mater to Frith- Bridge, where it formerly 
had its Courſe out of Orſe ( faith Sir Clement Edmonds) and ran with Orſe to 
Audrey-Cauſey upon the Contines of the Ifle of Ely and Cambridgeſhire, and was 
for the moſt part thereof defended with Banks: and paſſing on by Haddenham, 
IWyvelingham and Stretham to Harrimer, about thirteen Miles below Erith, re- 
ceived the Granta. See the Map. 


Granta, or Cambridge River, of three principal Heads. The firſt beginning 
near Aſhwell in Hertfordſhire, deſcends Neff of Gilden-morden into Cambridgeſhire , 
and after running ſix Miles, takes in a Rill from Baſſtnghorn, and then runs about 
four Miles farther, till beyond Arrington they are joined by another from IVad- 
don, and about two Miles lower by a Rill from Meldrich, and theſe run together 
about two Miles farther to Harlflon, where it receives a Brook of three Springs 
riſing near Newton and Foulmere; and all theſe paſs united with a conſiderable 
Stream two Miles farther to Granche#er, and there meet the ſecond and third 
Branches conjoin'd : the one from Henbam and Newport, called the River Rea; 
the other from Barlow and Linton, all in ERH; and both Streams meeting at: 
Shelford, paſs on and join the other Branch at Granche#er aforeſaid ;, and all run 
with united Force three Miles farther to Cambridge, taking with them confidera- 
ble Quantities of Water that comes from the {mall Bridges near that Place; and 
iſſuing together thro' Grant-Bridge docs a Mile below receive Qui Waters, which 
come from Springs at Feverſham and both IWWilbrahams And three Miles lower, 
Botſham-Bridge Waters, which rife in many Places in the Country, and goes 
thro' Swaſf ham, falling into Grant about one Furlong below Garden-tree, But of 
ancient Time it fell into Reach-lode, and ran to Vywere; for the River of Grant 
paſſing formerly from Bech to Charlfen in Cottenbham, and fo into Onſe, was d1- 
verted, and by a ſtrait Courſe turned down by another Branch of the ſame Ri- 
ver to Harrimere. | 

From Garden-tree, the Waters of Grant ran about ten Miles to Tlarrimere and 
there, after having made a Progreſs from their Spring about thirty Miles, bring- 
ing with them the Springs and Downfal of Cambridgeſhire, Part of Hertfordſhire 
and Eſſex, yield their full Force into Orſe at Harrimere, where. Grant loſeth his 
Name. Then doth 0% , with all the foremention'd Waters, deſcend toward 
Ely, and in its Progreſs thither receives Soam-meere Waters, which iſſue from 
the Springs of Chippenham, Snaylwell, Exuing, Lanward, and the Downfal from 
all the Heaths and hilly Pariſhes about Newmarket. 

From Ely the 0%, paſleth with a moſt crooked Courſe to Liitl:port, making, a 
Trac of ten Miles by Water, whereas by Land 'tis reckon'd but four Miles 
between Ely and Littleport. Here 


Mildenhall, a Navigable River, from the Fa, joins the Onſe (ſee the 
Map) a River of two principal Heads. The Springs of one riſe ncar 
Bradfield, St. George, and Welcham Magna in Suffolk, and four Miles lower 
paſſeth by Bury Sr. Edmonds, and after receiving a Rill from Fornbam- 
Geneiſe touches Lackford, eight Miles farther, and four Miles lower comes to 
Mildenhall ,, and after a Courſe of four Miles below Mildenhall, it receives the 


other Branch near Iſleham-chair, whoſe Springs riſe between Afhly and Dalham 


Grant Flu, 
Nacwigable, 


M ildenhall 
Flu. Naviga- 


le 


upon the Contines of Suffolk and Cambridgeſhire, and fall down by Kennet and 


Badlingham to Tſleham-chaire aforeſaid to the firſt Branch: and both in one Courſe 
paſs together through the Fens near Shippy, taking by the way out of Fordbam 
and Soam Fens a Surcharge of Water paſſing by a Slaker from Foyrdbam Mills by 
the Eaſt Fen of Svam, to the Partition between S m Fen and Iſlebam, and 
thence into Mildenball River, which continves his Courſe to Dead-mil-»5-e1d About 
Prick-will7zv , and there, at fix Miles Diſtance from Iſſeham-chair. falleth into 
Ouſe, after having made a Progreſs of between twenty and thirty Miles, 

Then does Oi deſcend to Littleport (where it formerly had its Courſe, as 


1s before obſerv'd. to Wisbech; fee Hayward's Map) and continues its Courſe to 
Priejts-horſes or Rebect; and there it receives 


Onſe Para, or Brandon, a Navigable River, from the Fa# ( ſee the Map) a 
Stream of tive principal Heads, The firſt comes from it in Suffolk, and 


runs 


Brandon Fly: 
Navioabls 


( 4 ] 


runs by Norton to Ixworth (eight Miles) where it takes in a Rill from Timmorth 
and Pakenham ;, and paſſing ten Miles farther by Uiton, does, at the Partition of 
Norfolk and Suffolk, receive the ſecond Branch from Lopham, and theſe paſs uni- 
ted two Miles to Thetford, (there the firſt Branch loſeth its Name of Thet or Sit 
River) where it receives the other three Branches; one riſing Eaſtward out of a 
Lake or Meere near Banbam, and goeth to Harling, and a little below joins the 
other two Branches united; one riſing between Artleborow and Ellingham Magna, 
paſſes to Shropſham, and there meets the other Branch from New-Bucknam, and 
they run together till the Ther receives them as aforeſaid; and all together fall 
in at Thetford, and make their way to Brandon eight Miles; and between Hock- 
old and Wiang ford paſſes through the Fens to a Place called Rebeck or Prieſts- 
bouſes, taking by the way Lakenbheath-lode;, and at Rebeck, after having made a 
Courſe of between thirty and forty Miles, it uniteth it ſelf to Onuſe Magna: 
and ſuch great Quantities of Water does it bring with it out of the {andy Con- 
fines of Norfolk and Srf/olk, that it deſervedly retains the ancient Name of Orſe 
Para, 

Then doth Great Orſe continue his Courſe about fix Miles farther, and there 
receives from the Eaſt, 


Stoke Flu. Wiſſey, or Stoke River, (ſee the Map) which beginneth at Weſt-Bradenham in 
Navigable. Norfolk, and falls by the Pickenhams to Great Creſſingham, and thence North to 
Lang ford, to Ikborow, and to Moundford- Bridge, and thence to Norwold; and 
after a Courſe of about twenty Miles under Whitsington, receiving by the way a 
Rill from the North-Ea#t, riſing a little above Oakley in the Clay, and paſſing to 
Oxborow, does, a little below the Town, fall into Stoke River; who, ſo united, 
paſs on: and a little below, againſt Whittington-Houſes, the River receiveth ano- 
ther Rill from a Spring called St. Botolph's Well, riſing near Beauchamp Well, 
and paſſeth to Eaimore-Mill, and thence to Afton-dam, and ſo to Whittington- 
Hon ſes by the way in the Fens parting Stoke and Oxborow. Then doth this Ri- 
ver paſs on to Stoke-Bridge, and thence by man Crooks and 'Turnings to Helgay- 
Bridge; and by the way receives a Rill from Methwold, parting. Methwold and 
Northwold Fens. From Helgay-Bridge the Rivers run with a very ſwift Current 
by Helgay, Fordham, and Denver Fens into Ouſe, having made a Courſe of about 
thirty Miles, and bringing with it, beſides its Springs, all the Downfal Waters 
between Ste ham and Brandon. 
Then Orſe deſcends to Salters-lode, about two Miles farther, where it receives 
from the Ven Part of the Waters of the River, 


Nene Flu. Nene, deſcending formerly from Peterborow , under Horſey-bridge , and 
Navigable, thro' the Meeres to March-bridge, (ſee the Map) and from thence to Upreell and 
Outwell, and fo thro? Nell Cree into Ouſe at Salters-lode aforeſaid. 

Hence does Orſe, with this great Quantity of Water, paſs vnder Downham, 
Stow, Magdalen and Germans Bridges, which are not much above a Mile 
diſtant from each other, and from Germans has (as by the old and new Map ap- 
pearcth ) a moſt crooked Courſe to Lenne, ſixteen Miles from Salters-lode ;, and 

_ _—_ there it receives Lenne River, alias Sandringham Ea from the Ea#, which 

palle Rite. riſes under Lycham, and coming by Ca#le-acre, Narford, and Sech-hith, falls into 
Orſe after a Courſe between the Hills of between twenty and thirty Miles, at 
the South End of the Port of Lenne. ; 

Then Orſe uttereth the great collected Body of Water it hath brought with it 
out of 8 Suffolk, Cambridgeſhire, Eſſex, Hertford, * Buckingham, Oxford, 
and Northamptonſbires into the North Sea, about ten Miles below Lenne, after 
having made a Courſe of about 160 Miles. : 

This Abundance of freſh Waters making their Paſſage by this Courſe with 

reat Force and Strength, made the Chanel of Oyſe wider and deeper by degrees, 
10 that ſome hundred Years ago Lenne-haven was from eight worn to forty Poles 
wide: And tho' all poſſible Care has been taken, and the greateſt Induſtry uſed to 
confine the Haven, yet it is at this Day between fifty and ſiæty Poles wide in the 
narroweſt Part thereof; a Width much complain'd of by ſome unthinking Peo- 
ple, as if that was the Cauſe of Miſchiefs hereafter explored and accounted for; 
and yet it is much narrower than any other Navigable River in the World, fo 
near the Outfall. And the Reaſons why it is ſo narrow are thele : f 
t 
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It is not perhaps above five or fix, at moſt ſeven hundred Years, fince the Out- 
fall of Wisbech decaying, the River of Great Onſe was by the ſtrait Cut and 
new River before-mentioned ſent by Lenne to Sea; Wigenbale Eea was till then 
very narrow, but row theſe great Quantities of freth Waters rapidly forcing 
their Covrſe through it and Lenne-baven, did grind and wear them both wider 
and deeper than they were before; and tho' the Port of Lenne Regis, and the 
Inhabitants of Weſ?-Lenne (ſituate on cach Side the River) uſed all poſſible 
Means to defend their Dwellings and Land againſt the Sea, and did contine the 
Waters in as narrow a Compaſs as they could; yet ſuch was the Force of the 
Tides and Freſhes, that they perpetvally gain'd upon Marthland, and by degrees 
the Sea ſwallowed up the Church of North-Lenne, and many of the Houſes of 
IWeſi-Lenne. ; : ao 

And certain it is, that the Sea will be continually gaining on them; for, from 
Lenne to Germans-bridge, where the Sea and Land Waters have more Liber 
than they have at Lenne, the River was a Mile over ſome hundred Years 
ſince, and would no doubt have continued a proportionable Width many 
Miles farther, and been by this time abſolute and compleat for Navigation and 
Draining, had it not been with perpetual Expence contin'd by and at Germans, 
Magdalen, Stow and Downham Bridges, and by the Villages ſituate on its Banks, 
and ſome other Impediments hereafter mentioned. 

For as the Thames, whoſe*Freſhes ſeem to be little ſuperior to thoſe of Orſe, 
and whoſe Lengths are nearly equal, and who have the Tides put up from Sca 
into them nearly the ſame Length of way, is, ten Miles above the Buoy of the 
Nore, two Miles wide, which is about as high up that River, as Lenne is up 
this, where the Ouſe is not two Furlongs wide. (See the Map of the Thames, 
Humber, Medway, and Ouſe, all done by the fame Scale.) At Grav-ſend, 
eighteen Miles from Sea, above half a Mile over (about as far from Sea as Ger- 
mans, where the Ouſe is but half a Furlong wide.) At Woolwich, thirty five 
Miles from Sea, about a quarter of a Mile over (about as far from Sea as Fly, 
where the Ouſe is not a quarter of a Furlong wide) and decreaſes gradually till 
it comes to a Point in its Spring. Sol am of Opinion, that the Oe, but for 

the great Reſtraints and Continements laid upon 1ts Waters, and other Reaſons 
hereafter mentioned, would have had a like Width and Depth, to the great Im- 
provement of Navigation, by receiving more of the 'Tidal Floods than it now 
can do; and to the perfect Draining of the Great Level of the Fens, bv being 
capacious and wide enough to receive and convey thro' it to Sea, thoſe great 
4 which deſcending from the high Country have always much annoy'd 
the Fens. ä 

And as the Humber is above two Miles wide againſt Hull, and of the Depth of 
eight or ten Fathom at Low-water-mark, and yet has noi 4 ()1antity of freſh 
Water equal to thoſe of Ouſe And whoſe Tides are precilcly be the Tides 
that put up the Ozſe, it being High-Water at Hull and at Lyn the ſame Minute of 
Time; and both receiving the Tidal-Flood from the ſame Sea, vis. the Northern 
Occan, and conſequently their Waters equally ſilty; had Nature been left to her 
ſelf, and had no Tricks been play'd with Ouſe, Lenne-haven had probably been 
at this Day as deep as Humber. 

And as the Medway is nearly a Mile wide at its Mouth, and at Chatham, ſix- 
teen Miles up, 1s ſeventy Poles over, and of a Depth ſufficient for Men of War 
to ride at Anchor at Low-water: So the Ouſe, till depriv'd of its ancient Re- 
ceptacles for the Tides, and great Stock of Back-water, had, conſidering how 


narrow it is, a Depth proportionable to the Depth of any of theſe River I 
ſhall prove 1n the following Section. P * ers, As 
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S ECT. u. 
Of the ancient good State of the Navigation of Lyn, Cambridge, c. 


upon the River Ouſe, and in all the Rivers that hade their Courſe thro 


the Feng, called Bedford Level; and of the Width and Depth of the 
River Ouſe, Lyn-haven, and Chanel to Seaward in thoſe Times. 


HAT the ancient Outfall of Owſe was by Wisbech to Sea, the Name it 
ſelf of Owſe ſheweth, viz. Owsbech, ——The Sea-Banks from Well to 
Wishech, and the whole Tract declare it. —— The Commiſſion of 21 Edu. 1. 
ordaining the Waters of Vell to be ſent by Wisbech their former Outfall, in de- 
bitum & antiquium cur ſtim, &c. proves it. As allo does Wisbech Caſtle, founded 
ſuper flumen illud famoſum quod Well-flreme appellatur, &c. | 
And that there was ſometime no River between Littleport-chair and Rebeck, 
or Prieſts-bouſes, a Record vouched by Mr. Hoxham, Surveyor to William Earl 
of Arundel, ſheweth; the Tract of the River being of a clean contrary Nature, 


ig. more ſtrait than any Part of the Oye in all the Fens from Ely to Wisbech. 


This the Map of the Fens done by Hayward, Anno 1604. allo proveth. See 
that Map from A to B. 

When the Ouſe had his perfect Outfall by Wisbech, the Haven of Lenne was 
but ſix Perches wide; and was by due Preſentment ſaid, at that Time, to be 
of a Width both ſufficient for the Haven and Veſlels thither reſorting by the In- 
let of the ſalt Water, and large enough to paſs away the freſh. 

But when the Outfall by IWisbech decayed, the Waters of the Level natural- 
ly deſcended towards Lenne-baven, it being the very loweſt Part of the Coun- 
try; and as many of them as could, forced their way thro' Well-Creek, and fell 
into IWigenbale Eea at Salters-lode : The Remainder overflowing great Part of 
the Fens, the Country to ſave themſelves from being perpetually ſurrounded, 
were forced to make 4 Cut and new River from Littleport- chair to Rebeck, to let 
the Waters of Great Ouſe fall into Ouſe Parva, alias Brandon Water, which has 
its Outfall to the Sea by Lenne. Then alſo did the River Nene, from Peterbo- 
rough, thro' the Meeres by Upwell and'Ortwell, make his way for Lenne through 
Well River; and in Confequence of the Decay of Spalding Outfall, great Part of 
the River Meland joined the Nene, and came this way too, emptying their Wa- 


ters into Orſe at Salters-lode, tliro Well Creek; at Littleport, thro' Welney River; 


and ſome thro? the Weſt Water into Ouſe at Erith. 


Such great Quantities of Water taking this new Courſe, the Inhabitants of 
Marſhland were very apprehenſive of the ill Conſequence They might be of to 
them, and of the great Danger their Province wouid be in by a Breach of Banks. 
And therefore they, 21 E. 1. procured a Commiſſion from the King, bearing 
Date June 19. 1292. directed to Peter de Campania, Thomas de Hackford, and 
Adam de Shropham, to enquire concerning the fame, and to apply the moſt pro- 
per Remedy; who hereupon fitting at Urwell on Monday after the Feaſt of 
St. Peter ad vincula next enſuing, and taking into Conſideration what ought to 


be done for reſtoring of thoſe Waters of Utwell (for ſo that great River of Orſe, . 


which had formerly paſſed that way, was then called) to their due and ancient 
Courſe, did with the Aſſent of the Country ordain, that there ſhould be three 
Dams made; one at Urwell-bridge, another at Little-lode-bridge in Upwell, and 
the third in Fen-dike-lane in Upwell alſo, to ſtop the Waters of Nene and Welland 
from deſcending into Orſe, and to force them to the Outfall of 1Wisbech again. 

The Inhabitants of Marſhland ( becauſe theſe Stops would be for their Bene- 
fit) without any Authority from the ſaid Juſtices given to them, &c. did of their 
own accord make a Stop of the ſaid Water at Little-lode; and continued it, un- 
til by the Force and Weight of the Water, and by the Help of ſome Perſons 
who paſſed that way with their Boats, Part thereof was opened, and ſoon after, 
by an Ordinance, the remaining Part of the Stop was cleared. 

And Walter de Langtone, Biſhop of Litchfield and Coventry, Treaſurer to E. 1. 
did by hisPower, ſay ſome, (but I rather believe by the Appointment of thoſe 
Juſtices before named) cauſe to be made'a Dam at LTreell, the better to drain 


bis. 


5 

2 
4 
by ' 
4 


s 


9 Per 
| PART of ND | 


Ardlyye . Brackley yy. . | | 
3 © Ka F, 7 
* 8 # % | - - A . 
| 1 \ e. $a . ap , 6 
| , : * Cold Hheha "i 
| Fringfora' by mm 1g 3 


0 


7 
FB 


(ING 
; Cladgr 1 eien, 


47 . 


Goldonton Ye 


Say Stre N ord, 


PART 


8 Boll "VF Rockmghe 
0 ca & : 

Win/l, 71 77 Cortgye 
| | Weldon NQ Dan 
| Ae, 2 ago * * 
ä p *. 5 . 6 
 BUOKINGH AMY SN. * | | 

8 — * O Y aun gu- | Le Ci 
5 — q 4" Sta mt: 
Whitchurch Hlechlgy . 


e 
Ku 


2 4 4 __— 


eHalcort H 2 
* ani 
"Woburn * Lithnown U - I Pen Hill Tryntorn at F 2 # Sit 
Hingravee A * ** 72 » : « Tor ron 
| wn jy FORD _—_ „NT NN G ON 
| ; n +1 mp Hull . BEDFORD / 1 
| "<4 
— | p 4. a . p * 
0 5 N 3 8 7 arent 
4 . Herton © FTE 
1 — 88 
7 oh Juy trade j ; Qf ord «* * N. rA Klr 
. ; \ Q 
*% : \ Langfore IT i 
. Punſ/table r .. 8 eee. : HUNTINGDON 
| 1 I pa: ef: - — 8 80 Crandſarn 2 
2 Hitching 5 ; 2 
a * 
PA N 4 0 74 Baldock * 7 
| _ „ an! . 
? mega OP id 
| OED” F 
mc VVVöLVTTTTVTTTTTTTTVſTTT | 3 
 HERTFORD — — 
| 7 => 
8 2. 
Bajingborn 


Sy J 1 N E \, what 


am dArade 


=> i ME. 


WW 
; — — — — alta, ® 2 
Badlingham EIS Ms £2. 
AMAPP „ 


*Barlorw =  Lidgatee — Ab- 2 


Of Mic RI H 27 GCREA IP 41 RT | _ _ 
j OUSE, PART I 
18 


Lang 
: | x ' Ir. ED UN DS 
Hum iber Spring . to uts O : Witham Mag. ; of. 
: Hragficlts 2 OF 


"4 | y | | ; $* 55 ** "Fordhan 
i Influx tn ge SEA berngibo | orgy 3 


Miles Vid oF all the RIVERS | OF — 2 
= E Þ x Fulham Euftorr 


thrt have Her Course M te 
erat LEVEL 2f the FENNS callid} 
BEDFORD LEVEL. 


SS ut raise, by Tho: Badartade : 


= 
Luo . Nuo ul. 
*®WVorton 


1.9. 17 | k : | 
| Ps NB. Uhr Fon are Shaded to rhew fe, Gm 
S Hatartado Deli : _ _ FFF 


PART OF 


NOTTINGHAM SHIRE 


* 
* 
%%, 
* 


- Nt rde 
Beoking an! 


ee 7 
* aii, nr. 


. 4 N D % + an 
atmos * * 
b 
CaO 
. : f 
2 in Eham 
e 
ee * 4 


/ LINCOLN SATIRE 


nick 3 . Ronfton 
. 
q Sloaford 
Stamford * 3 N 
N i | 
— eL 1111 * 
Folhinghan 
"2d. * 0.1/1: 2 A "\ * - 
2 | 2 E Willngq T3. 
p — » \ 1 mv S 
2 Yo bn ; D / elfclpringhan 
1, \ 
Q) 


/ 2 


F % 
Bim on 8 S 


iger ; / 
* 0 % Lr 


Spatding Wd 


W 


art 


V. Ton MAPP . yg" mule A 
ru MH” Natural Convie s of the | 
K ERS, CU; Neu Bedtord River 
and oth Works of the arenen 
. — 


Ce 


fe IN COLN 


* =” 
Sadbrook ſ 
Langu or 
F. Toru gon 
\ 
bat, My I x * Wh wt N. 
N 
» / 
| 
* ik 
all Leon 777 £ NV. 


32 


LINCOLN 


þ oſton | 
HOLLAN D - | 
. , x | | c : 
* MM 1111 Fd 4 | * * F * Jag 
* * * | . 
LINCOLN SHIRE n 
Leverington | * ö 
8 4 un S* Gila ; 0 
a — * 
— - — . VIII | 
2 79 Wibeact N — Gatt Sand + 
* ue, Hall 1 „ 5 W 
Cab MARS u Nu r 
ute . — q 
* 's, i wad 'L uw 
* n a Pony 6 
1 LAND lt. * Fx. f 
Magdalen A 8 No ger 4 
* 9 7 9 * F % . * 
*. ” 1g, I” 1. . 15 | 
yon nan So I. Cormane Wat Lynn # — i Pingue 
: „ why a” 
Jene : Os ' — ee — 4 0 7 5 
2 „nn * 20 7 
—_ LYN 5 Nad 2 — 
g ® Fa . 1 n — 1 Al Doge head 
; 3 "ts _=_— lIyn Knock x: 
Caſt. Fa tee 
FE run, 6 litn, "MA = 0 * | LYux. Doves 
4 ; 2 : is, 
1 Virgford * \ Aires 
— 1 
"= ren a - 
p Stoke Herr 5 * | 6 "Has Nam "0 \ 
4 14 mmp *a/Hoar . A i 12 
2 „, —_— Xe; 7 a Hitch 1 I 12 : 
Us 4 #Arbore. H. ide Jet haue . \ GO, 
4 ih Sete, | 2 Nn Ot; , 1 
Norwoulda oof 2 OO 111 ® J : Dowkin 
ram D * auge, Bridge V PA FR 7 5 ＋ A \ Sand 
| Vet W % ryGmghan 2 | 
5 1 „LF. Inna. i money 
Srangfora * Holm Hale | rel ; « : 
1 ST H ET TOR N 0 i 
t = N ; mag 3 1 
"Bats than W. Bradenham e 5 k 3 
Exton NORFOLK 19 
. ; 
Kg thatl 
of *Elling Jram Af. 19 f 
* 5 1 ( > 
Blacknyzg «of iNovalr of + JI 1 
i 8 a: - 45 
Hudjorth 
. 


* — 2 


rr 


| 3 2 5 2 * 
a 


- 
= 
42 Oo 
* — 
— — 
— : 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
* 


- — 
r 
3 
— 


7 


7 
. 
" 
- 
* 
6 
$7 + 
& _« 
Wo 

8 

8 

FX 

. 

5 3 
: 0 
1 

. * 
* 
. 
*5 
8 


14 


his adjacent Lands. But the 3. E. 3. there was a Preſent mont exhibned to the 
J»ſtices Itincrant fitting at Northampton, importing, That whereas the Courſe of 
the River Nene had been directly from Peterborow to Lenne in Nor f l. by which 
the Navigation was maintain'd : That about twenty Years ago, 1301, a Dany 
was made at Utwell, fo that no Veſſel could pats as before that wav: And the 
Jurors for the County of Norfolk, impanell'd and tworn May the 12th, 1332. did 
ſay upon their Oaths, that Valter de Lanęton did, for the Draining his Lands, 
cauſe a Stop to be made at Utme!/ of the aforeſaid Waters, by which the Navi- 
cation from Holme, Taxl-y, &c. unto the Port of Biſhop"s-Lenne, as allo from 
Peterborow, could not pals as before then did, but were forced to go a long wav 


about, vis. by Old TVellen-bee and Litrleporr, (tiftv Niles in going to and fro, 
to the Hinderance and Damage of Trade, &c. And the Jurors of the Countic+ 
of Lincoln, Cambridgeſhire, Huntington, and Northampronſhires, impanell'd and 
ſworn likewiſe, aid, That beſides the Hindrance to Navigation, great Part oi 
the Low-lands of the Level were thereby drowned (of which in the next Se- 


ion; ) whereupon the Sheriff of Norfolk had command to pull the Dam down. 


And in like manner the Sheriffs for the Counties of Cambridge, Huntington, and 


Lincoln, were required to make Proclamation within their reſpective Liberrics, 
That all Perſons concerned therein ſhould be at Urwell aforeſaid, to aid the faid 
Sheriff of Norfolk in pulling down the {aud Dam. 

And now the Waters paſſing uninterrupted again by Salcers-lode to Lenne;, and 
ſuch vaſt Quantities deſcending this way, in Default of their proper Ovtfalls, 
thev, with the increaſing Aſſiſtance of the 'Tides, did by degrees, with their 
Weight and rapid Force, wear and grind the River Ouſe and Lenne-baven to ſuch 
a Width, that Marſhland (their Banks being broke by the Rage of the Sca) ex- 
hibited a Petition to E. 3. ſhewing, That whereas the River going to Lenne had 
uſed to run between Banks diſtant twelve Perches aſunder, but was now a full 
Mile in Breadth, they humbly petition'd that the River might be contin'd to its 
ancient Width. 

But the Inhabitants of Lenne promoted a Bill in the then Parliament, where- 
in it was alledged, that the Courſe of the ſaid River ought not to be made nar- 
rower ; if it ſhould, not only the Port of the ſaid Town of Lenne would be de— 
ſtrov'd, but the Counties of Cambridge, Huntington, Northampton, Bedford, 
Buckingham, Leiceſler, Warwick, Derby, and Suffolk, would ſuſtain much Da- 
mage thercby. 

It ſeems there was nothing done upon this Petition of Marſhland. For the 
2 R. 2. they preſented another, imploring the ſame in effect as before: And the 
King and Parliament conſtituted William de Ufſord Earl of Suffolk, Robert de Wil- 
loughby, William de I ycbint ham, and Fohn de Hawe his Juſtices, to view the 
Banks on the Veſt Side of Onſe, between Lenne and Tilney. And they preſent- 
ed them to be in a very miſerable Condition; and reported the Breadth of the 
River to be the Cauſe thereof; which was then at Lenne 340 Perches wide, at 16 
Feet to the Perch, and they ſaid it ought to be reſtrain'd 34 Perches; ſo 


that the Breadth of the Chanel of the ſaid River ſhould be reduced to ſix Perches, 
its ancient Width. 


do not find that any thing was done herein, but only a Petition from Marſh- 
land to the Lords of the Privy-Council. 16. J. 1. inſinuates, that the Haven of 
Lenne was ſtraitned in the Reign of R. 2. But other Petitions from that Pro— 
vince ſhew, that either the Haven was not then ſtraitned or if it was, that they 
could not confine 1t, or keep it ſo. For the Verdid for the Sewers in I/ell and 
Stowbardolph, 8. Eliz. ſays, That the Banks of Mlarſhland could not well be 
preſerved, unleſs there were ſome Proviſion made for the ſtraitning of Lenne- 
Daten, which was then wider than it was wont to be, and canſed the Flood to 
riſe at Salters-lode one Foot higher than it was wont to do within theſe twenty 
Years: Wherefore they beſeeched their Worſhips to have a ſpecial Regard for 
the Salvation of all the Commons, Fences, Lands, Meadows, and Paſturcs next 
adjoining to the ſaid great River of Ouſe, which lie in great Peril to be loſt by 
Breach of Bank, unleſs good Proviſion be made. Alſo upon a View taken by 
the Commiſſioners of Sewers of the River of 0% from Salters-lode vnto the 
Outfall of Lenne, they found a very large and quick River, much increaſed in 
Depth and Breadth ſince the Decay of the two Outfalls of Nene and Welland, t. 
the. Danger of Marſhland *, and Migenball Banks on the H Side of 0 
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Auguſt 14. 1618. 8. Fane, Mile: Sandy, Oliver Cromwell, . 
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as the Inhabitants there adjoyſted complain'd, viz. of Wigenball, Iſlington, Tilney, 
and Clenchrearion, inſomuch as the ſaid Towns were Petitioners for a Strait to 


be made in the Haven near Lenne. And ſoon after the ſaid View, the Inhabi- 
tants preſented the following Petition. 


To tie Right Honourable the Lords and others of his Majeſty's moſt Honourable 
Privz-Commct: The humble Petition of the diſtreſſed Inhabitants of Marſhland, 
and other Parts adjoining upon the River of Oule in the County of Norfolk, 


Humbly ſheweth, 


1 HAT whereas the Haven of Lenne being the proper Outfall of the River 

* of Orſe, as well by the great Inlet of the outrageous Tides from the 
** Sea, as by the continual Recourſe of many freſh Waters unduly thither de- 
* ſcending in default of their proper Outfall, is now grown to ſuch an exceſſive 
* Greatneſs, whereby the Banks of the ſaid River are fo worn and undermined, 
that your Supplicants for divers Years paſt have been daily enforced to en- 
large the ſaid River, by ſetting back their defenſive Banks, with an inſupport- 
able Charge; and yet notwithſtanding all their Endeavours and Charges, they 
ſtand in continual Fear of their Goods, Lands and Lives, as by the late In- 
vndation in 1613. was manifeſt by the Loſs of more than 30, ooo J. with 
many of his Majeſty's Subjects: A moſt lamentable Spectacle, which hath too 
well appcared. Beſeeching your Lordſhips, that you would be pleaſed to take 
into your Honourable Conſiderations the Danger of this Part of the Country, 
and to foreſee, as Fathers of the ſame, that either by ſtraitning of the ſaid 
Haven, as was done with good Succeſs by a ſpecial Commnſhon granted to 
that effect, upon a grievous Complaint made in the Time of Richard 2. and 
then executed accordingly by an Inquiſition taken upon Oath; and is now 
conceived by your humble Petitioners, to be the beſt and ſafeſt way for the 
Preſervation of thoſe Countries; or by any other Ways or Means which to 
your Honours Wiſdoms ſhall be thought moſt fitting, whereby this Danger 
may be prevented and avoided: And your Supplicants ſhall be always bound 
to pray for your Lordſhips. 
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Which Petition being by the Lords of the Privy-Council referred to the then 
Right Honourable Earl of Arundel, Lord Biſhop Elect of Wincheſter, and others 
the Lords Committees then lately appointed for the Buſineſs of the Sewers : 
They the ſaid Committees for their better Satisfaction (and that they might 
learn how far it was practicable to ſtraiten Lynn-haven, and what Service or 
Prejudice ſuch a Strait would be of to the Navigation of that Port, and to Drain- 
ing of the Levels above the intended Strait ) did call before themſelves divers 
Gentlemen of Northamptonſbire, Huntingdon, Cambridge, Norfolk, and the Iſle of 
Fly; and after a long hearing and Debate of all ſuch Doubts and Queſtions as 
were moved upon that Conference, and upon that Occaſion made their Report 
as followeth to the Right Honourable the Lords of the Privy-Council at the 
Starchamber, on Wedneſday the 25th of the ſame November. 


PRESENT, 


Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Lord Carer, 

Lord Chancellor, Mr. Treaſurer, 
Lord Steward, Mr. Vice-Chamberlain. 

Lord Chamberlain, Mr. Secretary Narnton, 

Lord Viſcount Wallingford, Mr. Chan. of the Exchequer. 
Lord Biſhop of Ely, Maſter of the Rolls. | 


That in their Opinions it was fit a ſpecial Commiſſion ſhould be directed 
< unto certain Gentlemen indifferently ſelected out of all thoſe Parts, together 
* with the Mayor and ſome of the Aldermen of the Town of Lenne. 


« And 


©. RY 
« Ard the Names of the Commiſſioners being exhibited, and recommended 
« unto the Board by the ſaid Committees, they were allow'd of; and the Lord 


« Chancellor was pleaſed thereupon to give preſent Direction and Warrant for 
A2 Commiſſion. 


Concord, cum Reg. 


Geo. Calvert. 


0 The Names of the Commiſſionets. 


on of Arundel. 

arl of Northampton. 
Lord Ruſſel. 

Lord Carew. 


(Sir Francis Fane. : Sir Robert Cotton. 
For N 2 John Brown, Eſq; OY Hunting ? Si r Robert Beuill. 
Lonſpire. John Wing field, Va; onſhire, Sir Oliver Cromwell, 
12 Edward Peyton. The Mayor of Lennc. 
For Cambr. and Sir Miles Sandys. ro tem. 
oy 1 » Sir Simeon Steward. For Lenne. ho. Oxburgh, Eſq; 
n Sir John Cutts. Mathew Clark. 
| Ric hard Colvill. | John Wallis. 
Sir Henry Willoughby, Jeff. Cobb, jun. Eſq, | 
5 Ralpb Hare, Edward Paſlon, Rob! Thorold, Eſq; 
| Sir Henry ; 9 Tho. Dereham, Rob, Butler, 
For Norfolk. * Sir Henry Bedinfield, Sinolphus Bell, Geo. Ganſell. 
Sir Hamon L'Eſtrange, Fo. Athow, 
Henry Karvill, Eſq; eff. Cobb, Sen. 
Robi Heath, Eſq; Richard Bendiſb. 


* That the ſaid Commiſſioners ſhould conſider the Convemency and Inconve- 
niency of the ſaid intended Work; of the Charge requir'd for the finiſhing 
thereof; of the Place where the ſaid Haven or River ſhall be ſtraitned; and 
to what Proportion or Scantling the ſame ought to be. 
hat if che Work be not found any way hazardous to the ſaid Town of 
Lenne, or levels above or beneath the ſaid intended Strait, but that it be found 
every way profitable to the End for which it was intended, that then they 
may have Power by the ſaid Commiſſion to put in Execution, and to levy the 
Charge ratably upon ſuch Land-owners or others, as by Law or Equity ought 
to contribute towards the ſame, &c. 
* And whereas there be divers Laws made in Auguſt laſt, upon view, by the 
* Commuliioners of Sewers for opening the Rivers of Welland and Nene; which, 
if they be not accordingly executed, the ſtraitning the Outfall of Ouſe at 
„ Lenne, may prove prejudicial to the High-Countries, by reaſon that then they 
„ will have no other Outfall into the Sea for their Waters than by this Courſe, 
thereby overburthening the ſaid River of Ouſe, to the manifeſt Danger of 
Marſh-I.ind, and the Parts of Norfolk adjacent: That therefore, however 
„ the Commiſſion be now ſewed forth (which is meet to be done with all Expe- 
N dition) and the Commiſſioners to aſſemble, and the Buſineſs to be prepared; 
Vet that it be not executed ſo far forth, as to make any Strait at Lenne, except 
according to the Laws aforeſaid, Welland and Nene be firſt opened, and then 
4 togo forward, But on the other ſide, if there be any Neglect or Delay in the 
Execution of the ſaid Laws of Sewers for opening the Rivers of Welland and 
* Nene, that then the Board be thereof preſently inform'd, and of the Perſon 
„ in whoſe Default the ſame is not done, that ſome preſent Order may be taken 


tor their Coertion, and for the preſerving of Marſh-Land in the mean time, 
and the Parts adjacent, from imminent Danger. 


D 


But 


. 


But this Commiſſion came to nothing, and the Haven was not ſtraitned; for as 
Mr. Atkins obſerves, there were great Doubts and ſtrong Reaſons, why tis im- 
£2» poſſible to recover the Outfall of Welland to its former Eſtate by the Induſtry of 
Man. 
And tho' the Outfall of Nene had often been decreed to be digged and en- 
larged in Places of Default, yet twas not done, nor was believed to be of Service 
if done; becauſe all thoſe Dreins which uſed to take the Waters from the High 
ountries, and conveyed them to the River (by which Waters, the Silt of the 
Sea, which annoyeth the Outfalls, hath been kept back) were utterly decay'd, 
and without cleanſing them, no good Effect was to be expected; and tho? there 
were innumerable Preſentments and Decrees thereon, for the Scouring and Dike- 
ing out thoſe Dreins, & c. yet becauſe the Waters naturally fell towards Lenne, 
the Country was diſcourag'd from attempting a Work of ſuch vaſt Expence, and 
great Uncertainty as to the Effect. And yet without doing this firſt, the ill 
Conſequence of the Dam made to ſtop the Waters of Nene at Utwell in E. J. 
Time, convinced them of the Impoſſibility of diverting the Courſe of that River 
from Lenne at that time, and the Outfall of Wisbech is more decay'd now than it 
was then. Thus the Ouſe, by the great Confluence of Water taking that Courſe, 
is made wider and deeper, and thereby render'd the fitteſt Receptacle for convey- 
ing to Sea the Waters of the Level. 

As for theſe Reaſons, the Outfalls of Welland and Nene were not amended ; the 
Commuſlioners had no Power to make a Strait at Lenne, and therefore the Haven 
1 was not ſtraitned. | 

Theſe great Bodies of Water thus continuing their Courſe ſtill through Lenne- 

1 Haven to Sea, the defenſive Banks of Marſh-Land, by which they paſſed, were 

thereby ſo rent and torn, and their Bottoms ſoundermin'd and ſhaken, that the Peo- 
| 


ple of thoſe Parts continued moſt grievouſly to complain; and by their Petition to 
the Lords of the Privy-Council, pray'd, that if the High Country Waters, which in 
fuly thither coming and oppreſſing them, could 
not be reſtrain'd from them; that then the High Countries ſoot contribute with 
them toward the Charge of their Banks fuſtaining; which thoſe Lords thought but juſt. 
Hitherto, I have obſerved to what great Width the River of Great Ouſe and 
ö Haven of Lenne grew, by the Waters of the Level taking this Courſe, in default 
1 of their antient Outfalls. I ſhall now prove, that as it was worn wider, it was 
4 alſo made deeper, and that it had a Depth proportionable to its Width. 
"| | Sir William Dugdale ſays, in his Hiſtory of Imbanking and Draining, that at 
tt Salters-Lode there was 10 Feet Fall of the Fenns to Low-water Mark ; and *tis 
elſewhere obſerv'd, that there was four Feet Water in the River at Low-water 
Mark. And at a View of Sewers, taken 2 25, 1605, by Sir Robert Bevill, 
1 Peyton, Sir Robert N Sir Richard Cox, Sir Anthony Foreſt, &c. 
At Salter's-lode, where Nene falleth into Ouſe, the Commiſſioners ſaid they ob- 
ſerv'd a very great Fall; as they gueſs'd, ten Feet from the Soil of the Fenns to 
1 Low-water Mark, beſides the natural Deſcent of the Fenn- grounds, from the 
"1 Uplands of Huntingtonſbire thither. : 
Y 1423. And Thomas Duke of Exeter, 2 Henry VI. becauſe ſeveral Lands in Upwell and 
| Outwell were ſurrounded (cauſed by the New-powdike, extending from ell. ſpol! 
＋ to Salters-lode) gave Leave to Henry Wells, Archdeacon of Lincoln, and others, 
1 to convey the ſaid Waters by Sewers to 8 and along Right forth- 


= ode to Stow-lode, and fo into Viggenbale-Eea, which carries its ſelf towards 


Default of their proper Outfalls, un 


1 Biſhops-Lenne. This proves the Outfall at Lynn was very good 300 Years ago. 
1611. And at a Seſſion of Sewers, holden at Angs-Lenne, September 26, 9. Fames l. 
it was ordained, that the Sluice at the end of Rightrforth-lode, next the Ouſe, 
1 ſhould be taken up, and a larger ſet down, the better to drain thirteen hundred 
N Acres of Low-land in Upell and Outtoell. And that the Sole of the ſaid Sluice 
| ſhould be laid one Foot under the Low-water Mark of the ſaid River of Ouſe, as 
it uſually runneth about the end of Auguſt; and that there ſhould be two Tun- 
nels, each four Feet wide, and fix Feet cb with ſufficient Sea-doors and Land- 
\ doors for the ſame. 
1 The latter End of Auguſt, 1723. Mr. Peter Bateſon, William Stafford, Eſq; 
Captain Jobn Edwards, and ſelf, ſunk and bored to find the Apron or Sole of the 
foreſa1d Sluice, and we found it to lie fix Feet 1 Inch under Low-water Mark: 


| | We next meaſured the two Tunnels, and found each to be four Feet WAR. as | 
they | 
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5 they were ordered to be made, but they were but three Feet four Inches deep; 

+ therefore it is plain, that the Sole of the ſaid Sluice has been raiſed two Feet 

. eight Inches: 2 that the original Apron, had it been lying, would have been 
eight Feet nine Inches and a half lower than Low-water Mark 1s at this Time. 
(See the Draught of this Sluice.) And now there is not above fix Inches Depth 
of Water in the River at Low-water Mark, whereas formerly there never was 
leſs than a Depth of four Feet at Low-water Mark here. : 

We alſo digged and bor'd to find the Sole of Hunt's Sluice on the North Side 
of Stote- bridge, and found it to be eight Feet eleven Inches lower than Low- 
water Mark. See the Draught of this Sluice. 

Theſe Experiments prove, that when theſe Sluices were ſet down, Low-wa- 
ter Mark in the Ouſe was at leaſt eight Feet lower than it is now. 

Knights-gool, the great Drain for Marſhland, 1s another Inſtance of the anci- 
ent Depth of Low- water Mark, under Soil, or the Surface of the adjacent Lands. 

For the Landholders on the South Side of Wisbech making Suit to the 
Landholders of Marſhland for draining of their ſurrounded Grounds, they ha- 
ving no other way fo good as through Knights-gool. At a Seſſion of Sewers hol- J. H. 
den at King's-Lenne, Auguſt 16. 1640. it was order'd, That the Water in the 16 40. 
ſaid Lands (being 1100 Acres by Eſtimation) ſhould and might from the 25th 
of March next after the Seſſion, to November 1. and fo every Year, run their 
Water thro? a Pipe eighteen Inches ſquare, laid under the little River of Visbech, 
Mias Elm River, thro divers Lodes to Lords-bridge, and thence to Knight's-gool, 
if the Country of Marſhland could fo long bear it without Prejudice. 

This ſhews the Outfall at Knight"s-gool was then perfect and good, tho now 
the Sluice-Doors are filted up by Sang lodged againſt them in the River, and 
kept ſhut thereby, ſo as that no Downfall-Water can be convey'd thro them from 
off the Land into the Owuſe And all Vigenhall and Marſhland Fens, and ſome 
Part of the Smeth, which, Dugdale faith, uſed to feed at leaſt 30,000 Sheep, be- 
fides other Cattle, lie under Water for want of the Uſe of this Gool. 

Sir Clement Edmonds in his Report made to the Lords of the Privy-Council, 
1619, who being one of their Clerks was ſent down by thoſe Lords, at the Re- 
queſt of the Commiſſioners of Sewers of the ſeveral Countries, to accompany 
the Committees in their View of the Outfalls, and to make his Report to that 
Honourable Board. Sir Clement faith, | 

Ihe River Ouſe coming along by the Town of Bedford, Huntington and Sr. Ives, 
and ſo paſſing down to his Outfall at Lenne, is a goodly fair River throughout, 

* and fron below Ely downward runneth with ſuch a Current, that it is abſolutel 
n * the beſt Sewer of all that Country. And along by the River Side, 'tis a very = 
Soil both in Cambridgeſhire and in the Ifle, well inhabited, and not otherwiſe 
much troubled with Water, but in Winter, and in Time of Floods; and would 
not have happened probably but for the Weeds, Weeres and Hardes in the Ri- 
ver, which obſtructed the Paſſage of the Waters. For the Outfall of the River 
* Onſe is ample and great, and gives large Paſſage for the freſh Waters deſcending 
: from the Inland Countries: But then alſo too for the Sea, which cometh in with 
1. | * ſuch a Tide, eſpecially if a Northerly Wind blow, and meet with a Land-flood, 
that divers Towns in Marſhland are in Danger of being overflow'd and ſurround— 
* ed; and therefore by their Petition deſired, that the Haven might be ſtraitned in 
* ſome Place near Lenne to keep out the Sea; alledging, that the ſaid Haven had, 


F | in the Memory of Man, been narrower and ſhallower than now it is, being of late 
2 * grown to that Breadth and Depth by the great Fall of the freth Waters that have 
1 left their ancient Chanels to follow that Stream. 
” And the Mayor and Townſmen of Lenne being made acquainted with their 
1 Petition, ſeemed to ſtand indifferent. But in reſpect of the great Conſequence, 
| the Committees, ſays Sir Clement, forbare to give any Opinion therein, but left 
car | it to ſuch farther Conſideration as was requiſite. 
= Mr. Richard Atkins writes much to the ſame Purpoſe; and after dying ths 
4 "= Hards about Eh to be removed, ſays, That 'tis his Opinion, the removing the 
70 8 Hards can never hinder Navigation, in reſpect of the great following Head of 
fer . Water in Oude, which never will fail, but is much holpen by the flowing up cf 
—: Xx the Tides from Lenne For below theſe Hardes to Lenne, where the Ouſe hath 
oy his Outfall, there never wanteth ſufficient Water for Navigation; but there is 
4 very often too much, proceeding, of two Cauſes; One is, the River Oe it ſelf 
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bringing with it Waters out of Norfolk, Suffolk, Canibrideeſhire, Efſex, Hertford; 
Bedford, Buckingham, Oxford, and Northamptonſhires, cannot but afford great 
Plenty it ſelf, Another Cauſe is, That in regard or reſpect of the two Outfalls 
of Welland and Nene being decayed, moſt of their Waters follow this Stream, 
and forſaking their own Chanels, by many Miles labour to fall into Onſe. X 
This Abundance of freſh Waters making their Paſſage by this Courſe, gave the 
Sea a more ſpacious Inlet; the one as it were preparing the way, and the other 
maintaining it with much Increaſe. Hence it cometh, that whereas in former 
Ages (as by good Reords appeareth) the Chanel of Lenne-baven was not above 
ſeven or eight Poles wide; now, notwithſtanding ſome Peers or ſetties within 
the Space of thirty Years laſt made for the Reſtraiat thereof, yet it is at this Day, 
{faith Mr. Atkins (1618.) above forty Poles wide in the narroweſt Part. 
And upon a View (of the Commiſhoners) of the Rivers Glen, Welland, and 
Ouſe, it was agreed, That Lenne-haven, of all the reſt, for Wideneſs, Depth and 
Deſcent, was the beſt and moſt apt to receive the Nene, as well as the Waters of 
Granta, ©, and that That Outfall was ſo good, that it receiveth the Waters "A 
all the others; and were it not for Winter W aters, 1t would utterly decay them. 
Mr. Goddard ( who was Recorder of Lyn) writes of the Haven and Chanel of 
Lenne, That at a Place called the TWVorld's-end in the Harbour, where Ships were 
wont to lie, there was not in any Man's Remembrance leſs than 10 or 11 Feet Wa- 
ter at Low-water Mark; and at a Place in the Haven, called Mayor*s-fleet, eight 
or nine Foot depth at Low-water. And he farther ſaith, That tho' the Chanel 
to Seaward below the Haven was near half a Mile wide at Low-water, yet it 
was of a Depth ſufficient for a Ship of twelve Foot Water to be brought up in 
any one Tide without any Wind. | 
| i being certain, from what has been ſaid, that the Haven of Lyn had been, 
for ſome Ages, ample and great, and very capable of emitting the freſh Waters, 


and admitting the Tides alternately : and that the Low-water Mark in the Ouſe, 


as far from Sea as Salters-lode, was ten Feet under Soil; of mere Conſequence 
the Tides muſt flow a long way into it, and into the Rivers branching out of it, 
to the great Advantage of Navigation, 

Mr. Goddard ſaith the Tides put up into Ouſe about—48 Miles. 

Into Grant about 5 — 48 

Into Mildenhall about 8 — —\ 42 

Into Brandon about——1o þ which is from Lenne 4 36 > Miles. 
Into Stoke about 6 — — — 24 

Into Nene about — 2 

The Tide putting up ſo far into all theſe Rivers, and filling them twice in 
every twenty four Hours, they were not only competently ſupply'd with Water 
from Sea in the drieſt Seaſons to ſerve for the Inland 3 which by 
means of ſo niany Branches is the moſt extenſive in England; ſo that Commerce 
and Trade was conſtantly maintain'd up the River Nene to Well, March, and Pe- 
terborow, above fifty Miles from Lenne into Northampton, Rutland, Lincoln, No- 
tingham, and Leiceſterſbires, with Veſſels of fifteen Tuns, which eaſily paſſed 
loaden in the drieſt Seaſons. . | 

And up the River Orſe they could fail with forty Tuns Freight thirty fix Miles 
at leaſt from Lenne at ordinary Neip-Tides; and great and conſtant Commerce 
was held to Cambridge, Bedford, &c. and between Cambridge and St. Ives, Hun- 
tington, St, Neot, Bedford, and Places adjacent, with a Burden of tifteen Tun, 
which 1s ninety Miles from Lenne by Water. 

I ſay, the Rivers were not only ſupplied with Water for Navigation, but alſo 
the Tide putting ſo far up into all the aforeſaid Rivers, did raiſe the Waters in 
them much higher than their natural Situation, e. g. at Salters-lode they were 
raiſed at leaſt twelve Foot above Low-water Mark; and at Harrimere the Water 
was raiſed four Foot above their natural Situation, whereby when the Tide gave 
way they fell with great Weight and Rapidity, and were thereby made highly 
capable of grinding the Chanel, and ſcouring out the Silt to Sea. This large Re- 
ceipt and Indraught of the Tides from Sea taken into all theſe Rivers, as into fo 
many natural Receptacles, always furniſh'd a ſufficient Stock of Back-waters in 
the drieſt Seaſon, to preſerve the River, Haven, and Channel open, as Sir Cor- 
aclius Permuden well obſerves. His Words are, 
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© The Ontfall of Lenne bath ſufficient Water to keep open bis Channel, and al- 
© tho? in Sunimer the Sands in Lenne-baven overcome the Ebbs ſomewhat, yet they 
do not lye long, but the firſt Land-waters, or next Spring-tides, carry them aw. y 
© again, But as there are ſeldom any Land- floods in Summer, therefore it was 
principally the Spring-tides that kept the Channel open in dry Seaſons, And it is 
moſt certain that Land-waters alone cannot have force enough to keep open a 
Channel of near half a Mile in Width, as was that of Lene below the Port; 
but the Tides from Sea putting up into all the foremention'd Rivers, and being in 
them at High-water of a great Breadth and Height, when this vaſt Quantity, re- 
ceived into theſe Receptacles, returned within the Compaſs of the Channel, it 
muſt neceſſarily be with ſuch a Deſcent, and ſuch rapid Fury, as did not only main- 
tain the Channel, but ſcour out the Silt and Sand, and enlarged it in Width and Depth, 
as ſeveral Petitions and Preſentments witneſs: And that the Ebb did return in 
the Compaſs of the Channel, is as plain as it is natural; for by that time it was 
full Sca four or five Miles above Salters-lode, it was half Ebb at Lenne baten, and 
the Rivers natural Receptacles of the Tides above Szlrers-lode ſtill drawing the 


Waters on, continued the Indraught, and occaſioned the Tide to flow forward 


ſome time after Pinch- water; ſo that before the Tide began to return or ebh at 
Salters-lode, the Waters were ſunk into the Compaſs of the Channel at Leune-hg- 
den; whereby the Tide, which ran up into the Rivers Onuſe, Nene, Stoke, Mil- 
denhall, Brandon, and Grant, and which raiſed the Waters twelve Feet above 
their natural Situation at Salters-lode, returning with a great Deſcent in the Com- 
paſs of the Low-water Channel, did forcibly ſcour out the Silt and Sand, and 
kept the Channel open, &c. 

And the Land- waters being raiſed at Harrimer, &c. above their natural Situa- 
tion four Feet, this great Head of freſh Water follow'd the retreating, Tide, (ha- 
ving acquir'd this Deſcent) with ſuch Force, as ſcour'd out the Silt dropp'd by 
the Sea-flood; which, conſidering the perpetual Current of the Water, and 
violent Motion of the flowing and ebbing Tides, could not be much. 

And that the Ebb of the Tide alone, exclufive of the freſh Waters, does ſcour 
and grind away to Sea the Silt brought up by the Flood, and principally main- 
tain their Channel, 1s demonſtrable. The Harbour and Channel of Wells in 
Norfolk, is maintain'd and kept open by the Sea-water only (no freſh-Water 
River having its Outfall there) the Sea putting up its Tides into a great 
many Creeks, which occaſion a great Indraught; the Water being re- 
ceiv'd into thoſe Receptacles, does in its Ebb keep open the Harbour, Channel 
and Pool; and tho' the Sea does leave ſome Sand in the ſaid Crecks during the 
Neip-Tides, and the Channel rather grows up than deepens, yet the next Spring- 
Tides overflowing a large Tract of Salt Marſhes, the ſaid Water, on the Retreat 
of the Tide, falling off thoſe. Marſhes into the ſaid Creek, does drive out the 
Sand dropp'd in them during the Neip, with ſuch Force to Sca, that it grinds 
them and the Channel and Pool, and makes them deeper than they were before 
the Spring-Tides put up. | 

But ſince a conſiderable Number of Acres of Salt-marſh has been imbanked 
and taken in, adjoining to the Port of Tells, and ſeveral Crecks have had Banks 
run croſs them, which hinders the Neip-tide from putting up into thoſe Crecks, as 
they were wont to do, and alſo the Sprinz-tides from overflowing the Quantny 
of Marſh they uſed before to cover; the ſaid Harbour of Tells, its Channel and 
Pool, hath very ſenſibly decay'd, as have done all Channels that have been any 
ways depriv'd of their ancient Stock of Back-waters. Thus Mr. Arkins writes: 
** Spalding of old time was beſt of three Outfalls, now the worſt; loſt by win- 
ning certain ſeveral Marſhes to the Sca-ward. 

Thus the Honourable Corporation of Adventurers ſet forth to the Parliament 
in their Reaſons, why Sitton Marſh below 7Vishech ſhould not he inned, 
A. D. 1719. That it is found by Experience, that the imbanking the 
4 Salt Marſhes, or gaining Land from the Sea, has been the principal 
2 Cauſe of the Chanel's being choak'd up, and have juſt Reaſon to be appre- 
; henſive, that the imbanking any more will entirely deſtroy that Ontfall to 
Sea, &*c,” Thus alſo the Petition of Rye in Se to the Parliament, 1701. ſors 
forth, That of late Years ſeveral Perſons have inned ſeveral Acres of Land 
* Which belong to the ſaid Harbour, and have built Floodgates to ſtop the Flow 


* and Reflow of the Tide up the River Rother, and thereby the ſaid Harbour 
grows worle every Year. E | Ia 


[48:1 
tringng with it Waters out of Norfolk, Suffolk, Canibridgeſhire, Eſſex, Hertford, 
Ledford, Puckingham, Oxford, and Northamptonſhires, cannot but afford great 
Plenty it ſelf. Another Caule is, That in regard or reſpect of the two Outfalls 
of Welland and Nene being decayed, moſt of their Waters follow this Stream, 
and forſaking their own Chanels, by many Miles labour to fall into O91. 

This Abundance of freſh Waters making their Paſſage by this Courſe, gave the 
Seca a more ſpacious Inlet; the one as it were preparing the way, and the other 
maintaining it with much Increaſe, Hence it cometh, that whereas in former 
Ages (as by good Reords appeareth) the Chanel of Lenne-baven was not above 
ſeven or eight Poles wide; now, notwithſtanding ſome Peers or ſetties within 
the Space of thirty Years laſt made for the Reſtraiat thereof, yet it is at this Day, 
{faith Mr. Atkins (1618.) above forty Poles wide in the narroweſt Part. 

And upon a View (of the Commiſſioners) of the Rivers Glen, Welland, and 
Ouſe, it was agreed, That Lenne-haven, of all the reſt, for Wideneſs, Depth and 
Deſcent, was the beſt and moſt apt to receive the Nene, as well as the Waters of 
Granta, &c. and that That Outfall was ſo good, that it receiveth the Waters ha 
all the others; and were it not for Winter W aters, it would utterly decay them. 

Mr. Goddard ( who was Recorder of Lyn) writes of the Haven and Chanel of 
Lenne, That at a Place called the World's-end in the Harbour, where Ships were 
wont to lie, there was not in any Man's Remembrance leſs than 10 or 11 Feet Wa- 
ter at Low-water Mark; and at a Place in the Haven, called Mayor a-fleet, eight 
or nine Foot depth at Low-water. And he farther ſaith, That tho' the Chanel 
to Scaward below the Haven was near half a Mile wide at Low-water, yet it 
was of a Depth ſufficient for a Ship of twelve Foot Water to be brought up in 
any one Tide without any Wind. | 
It being certain, from what has been ſaid, that the Haven of Lyn had been, 
for ſome Ages, ample and great, and very capable of emitting the freſh Waters, 
and admitting the Tides alternately : and that the Low-water Mark 1n the Ouſe, 
as far from Sea as Salters-lode, was ten Feet under Soil; of mere Conſequence 
the Tides muſt flow a long way into it, and into the Rivers branching out of it, 
to the great Advantage of Navigation. | 

Mr. Goddard ſaith the Tides put up into Ouſe about—48 Miles. 

Into Grant about 5 48 

Into Mildenball about 8 — -\ 42 

Into Brandon about——10 Þ which is from Lenne 36 > Miles. 
Into Stoke about 6 - — 724 

Into Nene about — 2 

The Tide putting up ſo far into all theſe Rivers, and filling them twice in 
every twenty four Hours, they were not only competently ſupply'd with Water 
from Sea in the drieſt Seaſons to ſerve for the Inland 8 which by 
means of ſo many Branches is the moſt extenſive in England; ſo that Commerce 
and Trade was conſtantly maintain'd up the River Nene to Well, March, and Pe- 
terborow, above fifty Miles from Lenne into Northampton, Rutland, Lincoln, No- 
tingham, and Leiceſterſhires, with Veſſels of fifteen Tuns, which eaſily paſſed 
loaden in the drieſt Seaſons. | . | 

And up the River O»ſe they could fail with forty Tuns Freight thirty fix Miles 
at leaſt from Lenne at ordinary Neip-Tides; and great and conſtant Commerce 
was held to Cambridge, Bedford, &c. and between Cambridge and St. Ives, Hun- 
tington, St, Neot, Bedford, and Places adjacent, with a Burden of fifteen Tun, 
which 1s ninety Miles from Lenne by Water. 

I fay, the Rivers were not only ſupplied with Water for Navigation, but alſo 
the Tide putting ſo far up into all the aforeſaid Rivers, did raiſe the Waters in 
them much higher than their natural Situation, e. g. at Salters-lode they were 
raiſed at leaſt twelve Foot above Low-water Mark; and at Harrimere the Water 
was raiſed four Foot above their natural Situation, whereby when the Tide gave 
way they fell with great Weight and Rapidity, and were thereby made highly 
capable of grinding the Chanel, and ſcouring out the Silt to Sea. This large Re- 
ceipt and Indraught of the Tides from Sea taken into all theſe Rivers, as into fo 
many natural Receptacles, always furniſh'd a ſufficient Stock of Back-waters in 
the drieſt Seaſon, to preſerve the River, Haven, and Channel open, as Sir Cor- 
nelius Vermuden well obſerves. His Words are, | 
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« The Ontfall of Lenne bath ſufficient Water to keep open bis Channel, and al- 
© tho in Sunimer the Sands in Lenne-baven overcome the Ebbs ſome what, yet they 
do not lye long, but the firſt Land- waters, or next Spring-tides, carry them away 
© again. But as there are ſeldom any Land-floods 1n Summer, therefore it was 
principally the Spring-tides that kept the Channel ohen in dry Segſont. And it is 
moſt certain that Land-waters alone cannot have force enougli to keep open a 
Channel of near half a Mile in Width, as was that of Lene below the Port; 
but the Tides from Sea putting up into all the foremention'd Rivers, and being in 
them at High-water of a great Breadth and Height, when this vaſt Qyantity, re— 
ceived into theſe Recepracles, returned within the Compaſs of the Channel, it 
muſt neceſſarily be with ſuch a Deſcent, and ſuch rapid Fury, as did not only main- 
tain the Channel, but ſcour ont the Silt and Sand, and enlarged it in Width and Depth, 
as ſeveral Petitions and Preſentments witneſs: And that the Ebb did return in 
the Compaſs of the Channel, is as plain as it is natural; for by that time it was 
full Sea four or five Miles above Salters-lode, it was half Ebb at Lenne baden, and 
the Rivers natural Receptacles of the Tides above Sz2lrers-lode ſtill drawing thc 
Waters on, continued the Indraught, and occaſioned the Tide to flow forward 
ſome time after Pinch- water; ſo that before the Tide began to return or ebh at 
Salters-lode, the Waters were ſunk into the Compaſs of the Channel at Lenne-b4- 
den; whereby the Tide, which ran up into the Rivers Ouſe, Nene, Stoke, Mil- 
denhall, Brandon, and Grant, and which raiſed the Waters twelve Feet above 
their natural Situation at Salters-lode, returning with a great Deſcent in the Com- 
paſs of the Low-water Channel, did forcibly ſcour out the Silt and Sand, and 
kept the Channel open, &. 

And the Land-waters being raiſed at Harrimer, &c. above their natural Situa— 
tion four Feet, this great Head of freſh Water follow'd the retreating Jide, (ha- 
ving acquir'd this Deſcent) with ſuch Force, as ſcour'd out the Silt dropp'd by 
the Sea- flood; which, conſidering the perpetual Current of the Water, and 
violent Motion of the flowing and ebbing Tides, could not be much. 

And that the Ebb of the Tide alone, exclufive of the freſh Waters, does ſcour 
and grind away to Sea the Silt brought up by the Flood, and principally main— 
tain their Channel, 1s demonſtrable. The Harbour and Channel of Wells in 
Norfolk, is maintain'd and kept open by the Sea-water only (no freſh-Water 
River having its Outfall there) the Sea putting up its Tides into a great 
many Creeks, which occaſion a great Indraught; the Water being re- 
ceiv'd into thoſe Receptacles, does in its Ebb keep open the Harbour, Channel. 
and Pool; and tho' the Sea does leave ſome Sand in the ſaid Crecks during the 
Neip-Tides. and the Channel rather grows up than deepens, yct the next Spring- 
Tides overflowing a large Tract of Salt Marſhes, the ſaid Water, on the Retreat 
of the Tide, falling off thoſe. Marſhes into the ſaid Creek, does drive out the 
Sand dropp'd in them during the Neip, with ſuch Force to Sca, that it grinds 
them and the Channel and Pool, and makes them deeper than they were before 
the Spring-Tides put up. 

But ſince a conſiderable Number of Acres of Salt-marſh has been imbanked 
and taken in, adjoining to the Port of Felle, and ſeveral Crecks have had Banks 
run croſs them, which hinders the Neip-tide from putting up into thoſe Crecks, as 
they were wont to do, and alfo the Spring-tides from overflowing the Q114 ntity 
of Marſh they uſed before to cover; the ſaid Harbour of Nells, its Channel and 
Pool, hath very ſenſibly decay'd, as have done all Channels that have been anv 
ways depriv'd of their ancient Stock of Back-waters. Thus Mr. Atkins writes: 
** Spalding of old time was beſt of three Outfalls, now the worlt; loſt by win- 
ning certain ſeveral Marſhes to the Sca-ward. 

Thus the Honourable Corporation of Adventurers ſet forth to the Parliament 
in their Reaſons, why Stron Marſh below 7Wishech ſhould not he inned, 
A, D. 1719. That it is found by Experience, that the imbanking the 
py Salt Marſhes, or gaining Land from the Sea, has been the principal 
J Cauſe of the Chanel's being choak'd up, and have juſt Reaſon to be appre- 
= henſive, that the imbanking any more will entirely deſtroy that On+fall to 

Sea, &c.“ Thus alſo the Petition of Rye in Se to the Parliament, 1701. ſets 
forth, That of late Years ſeveral Perſons have inned ſeveral Acres of Land 

which belong to the ſaid Harbour, and have built Floodoates to ſtop the Flow 


4 and Reflow of the Tide up the River Rother, and thereby the ſaid Harbour 
grows worle every Year. E | And 
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vnd 12 the Ach of Parliament for their Relief it is expreſsly ſaid, © That the 
(topping the Flux of the Tide was the Cauſe of that Harbour being choaked 
* up; which Harbour was formerly of great Uſe and Benetit to Trade and Na- 
'* v1oation. So that for preventing the utter Loſs of the faid Harbour, it is ne- 
- cel}arv to open the ſame, and to let the Tide have free Courſe thro' certain 
dluices near to the faid Harbour, call'd Scorch Flat-Sluice, and Craven-Sluice. 
CC. 

And that the Reflux of the Tide always forces ont the Sands, is demonſtra- 
ble from the Thames, Humber, Medway, Severn, &c. their Channels being kept 
open by no other Mcans, whoſe Outfalls are fo ample and great, that all the 
freſh Waters that come down thoſe Rivers arc not in Quantity cnough to cover 
the Bottom of their Channels at their Outfalls: Tis therefore plainly impoſſible 
that the freſh Waters can maintain their Channels; and it muſt be the Flux 
and Reflux of the Tides principally that maintains them in the vaſt Width and 
Depth they are of, ©. 

Of this Opinion is Sir Cornelins Vermuyden;, he faith——< The Onſe, from 
* Littleport to Lenne, keeps his Depth by reaſon of the Back-waters”. And 
{peaking of Bo/ton-Deeps, he ſaith, © That the Floods and Ebbs of the Sea 
„maintain it. And further he faith, © The Reaſon why it keeps ſo deep, is, 
that the bbs which come over the Sands which he between Norfolk and it, 
come that way, and ſo make a Deep there, which could not otherwiſe be poſſi- 
* bly maintain'd : It is not the River of Welland and that of Boſton could do it, 
* they arc but {mall Waters, and the lefs powerful when they come abroad into 
* avaſt Place, where they are not to be diſcerned ; ſo that if it were not for the 
* Ebbs of the Sea, it would ſoon decay. 

And that the Ebbs of the Sea do really cauſe the Effect here mention'd, and 
maintain a Depth wherc-ever their Reflux has Power to act, is apparent from the 
preſent State and Condition of Lenne-haven and Channel to Sea-ward : for tho' 
the River Orſe is ſo ſilted and grown up above Germans, that all Paſſage by Boat 
and Navigation is loft during the Neip-tides, yet the River being very wide be- 
tween Germans and Lenne, and thereby capable of receiving a great Quantity of 
Water every Tide from Sea, the Ebb of that Water hath fo preſerved and kept 
open the Channel to Sca-ward, that it is almoſt as good now, as it was within a few 
Years after Denver Sluices were erected croſs the River Ouſe, near Salters-lode. 
Thus by a like Receptacle for the Tides at Tarmonth, Portſmouth, Oftead, and 
ſeveral Ports at home and abroad ( as 1s between Germans and Lynn ) are their 
Harbours and Channels chiefly kept open; and where Harbours have been de- 
priv'd of their ancient Receptacles they have decay*'d : Witnefs thoſe mention'd 
in the preceding Page. 

Therefore it is more than probable, if the River from Lenne to Germans was no 
wider than it is from Germans upwards, the Haven of Lenne and Channel to Sea 
had been long ſince loſt and ſilted up as much as the River is above Germans, 
whereby no Ship of any conſiderable Burthen could have ſail'd up to Lenne 
at this time, but muſt have laid as far below that Port, as the Ships do be- 


low WWisbech. 


Having proved the Width, Depth and Goodneſs this River, Haven and Chan- 
nel to Seaward, was of before the general Undertaking for Draining; I ſhall 
next ſhew Cauſe why the Fenns were ſurrounded, which gave occaſion to that ge- 
neral Undertaking; an Undertaking glorious in it ſelf; but unhappily, by taking 
wrong Meaſures, not judged to be ſuch then, but which Experience fatally proves 
now, have not only put thoſe very Lands they undertook to drain, into a worſe 


Condition than they were in before; but have alfo ſo far damag'd this once moſt 


ſamous River, that it is now render'd incapable of draining, and mult in a very 
few Years be loſt to Navigation alſo, unleſs ſpeedy and proper Meaſures be taken 
to prevent an Evil, that will otherwiſe be the Ruin of Lynn and Cambridge, and 
of all the other Water Towns in theſe Parts; and alſo the total Drowning of 
the Province of Marſh-Land, the Hundreds adjacent, and that whole grear Level 
of the Fens, which the Adventurers undertook to make good Winter Lands, and 
tland oblig'd to drain. 
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S..E G. : 

Of the fruitful Condition of the Fens while the Outfall of Wisbech was per- 
feet : - - - The Loſs of that Outfall prod to have been the Cauſe of this 
Low Country being ſurrounded : How it came to decay; == = Of the 
ſeveral particular Attempts made towards Draining in tne P arts : ---Of 
the Care taken not to impair the Navigation of Lyn, Cambridge, &. 
And of the Goodne|s of the River Ouſe during thoſe particular At- 
tempts. 


H E Fens that are now, were ſometimes of the Nature of Land-Meadows 
(ſays Mr. Arkins ) fruitful, healthful, and very gainful to the Inhabitants, 
and yielded much Relief to the High Countries in time of great Drought. The 
Truth of this is diſputed by ſome People, but they ſeem plainly to have 
been ſo; for Peterborough of old was call'd Medehamſted of the Meadows there, 
and not Fenham/ted of the Fens that now are; and yet unto it did moſt of the 


Fens belong. And Ely Fen, or Peterbrough Great Fen was Foreſt, whoſe Keeper 


had in it, in the New Marſhes, now called Marſ-Fen, an Inclolure for keeping 
of Sheep, and for mowing of Hay; and in Wryde-croft, a Manſion-houſe and a 
large Dairy-houſe. Leland and other ancient Writers are laviſh in the Praiſe of 
this once fruitful Country, ? 3 

Sir Milliam Dugdale faith, That this vaſt Level was at firſt firm and dry Land, 
and not annoyed with any extraordinary Inundation from the Sea, or Stagnation 
of the freſh Waters: Which, ſaith he, may perhaps ſeem ſtrange to many, but 
when it is well conſidered, that Timber-trees will not grow and thrive where 
Water for the moſt part ſtands; or in Moor, which in Tra& of Time is bred 
and increaſed in ſuch moiſt Places; both the one and the other may with inne 
Probability be granted. The Caſe being thus ſtated, it now remains fe- 
to prove Ae date he) that ſuch Trees have been heretofore bred and proſvere.. 
in ſundry Parts of this now Are Country; which 1s no hard Matter to do, 
divers Perſons yet living being able to teſtify, that in the late digging of thoſe 
Canals and Drains, which have been made for the Exſiccation thereof, grgat 
Number of Trees of ſcveral Kinds have been found, molt of Oak and Fir, and 
few of them ſevered from their Roots; but of fuch as be ſevered, their Roots 
are obſerv'd to ſtand in the tirin Earth below the Moor, of which Sort I my ſelf 
have ſeen ſome that were taken up in the Fens near Tborney; and have had cre- 
dible Information of Multitudes found in other Places. 

In a Law of Sewers made the 29th of September, 1596. call'd Neatmoor Law, 
the Commiſſioners after enumerating the Cauſes why © theſe Fenny Grounds 
did lye long ſurrounded, and fo became unprofitable, which in former Time 
have been dry and profitable, it is ſaid And ſo they may be hereafter, if due 
Proviſion be made. | 

And Sir Henry Hobart, Attorney-General to King Fames I. ſays, “ That the 
* Grounds now ſought to be drained, are ſuch as naturally and anciently were 
dry Grounds. : 

How this Country, which tho? lu ing fiat and low (yet was not originally an- 
noyed with any conſtant Stop of the freſh Waters, which might by overflowing 
and Stagnation make it Fenny) came to be ſurrounded in the manner it was be- 
fore the general Undertaking to drain it commenced, [ thall here endeavour to 
manifeſt. | 

It may look like a Paradox to ſav that it was occaſion'd bv Imbanking: But 
certainly it was, and by the not putting the Laws of Sewers afterwards in Exe- 
cution ; by Neglect whereof the principal Drains became uſeleſs to convey the 
Downfal-Water into the Rivers, and thereby the Outfall of thoſe Rivers them- 
ſelves were by degrees loſt. 

The plainer to make this appear, I ſhall- employ this Section in tracing the 
State of the Level from diſtant Times e'er yet it was imbanked, to the Time of 
the general Undertaking for the Draining thereof, 

have prov'd that the greateſt Part of the Level was anciently firm and dry 
Ground; but as the Courſe of the Rivers ſhew that this vaſt Plain has à hanging 
Level and gradval Deſcent to the Ocean, the Spring-Tides did overflow the loweſt 
Part of it, ſo as that it was in Nature Salt-marſh, till they were imbanked and 
defended from the Sea by a Colony of the Romans that had Reſidence in theſe Parts. 
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CE. ©... ML 

Of the fruitful Condition of the Fens while the Outfall of Wisbech was per- 
feet : - - Ihe Loſs of that Outfall pros d 1 hade been the Cauſe of this 
Low Country being ſurrounded :- How it came to decay; == = Of the 
ſeveral particular Attempts made towards Draining in theſe Parts : ---Of 
the Care taken not to impair the Navigation of Lyn, Cambridge, &. 
And of the Goodneſs of the River Ouſe during thoſe particular At- 
tempts. 


H E Fens that are now, were ſometimes of the Nature of Land-Meadows 
(ſays Mr. Atkins )) fruitful, healthful, and very gainful to the Inhabitants; 
and yielded much Relief to the High Countries in time of great Drought. The 
Truth of this is diſputed by ſome People, but they ſeem plainly to have 
been ſo; for Peterborough of old was call'd Aſedebamſted of the Meadows there, 
and not Fenbam/ted4 of the Fens that now are; and yet unto it did molt of the 


Fens belong. And Ely Fen, or Peterbroigh Great Fen was Foreſt, whoſe Keeper 


had in it, in the New Marſhes, now called Marſh-Fen, an Incloſure for keeping 
of Sheep, and for mowing of Hay; and in Wryde-croft, a Manlion-houſe and a 
large Dairy-houſe. Leland and other ancient Writers are laviſh in the Praiſe of 
this once fruitful Country. 

Sir I illiam Dugdale faith, That this vaſt Level was at firſt firm and dry Land, 
and not annoyed with any extraordinary Inundation from the Sea, or Stagnation 
of the freſh Waters: Which, ſaith he, may perhaps ſeem ſtrange to many, but 
when it is well conſidered, that Timber-trees will not grow and thrive where 
Water for the moſt part ſtands; or in Moor, which in Tra& of Time is bred 
and increaſed in ſuch moiſt Places; both the one and the other may with inne 
Probability be granted. The Cafe being thus ſtated, it now remains fo, 
to prove 3 he) that ſuch Trees have been heretofore bred and proſvere.. 
in ſundry Parts of this now Fenny Country; which is no hard Matter to do, 
divers Perſons yet living being able to teſtify, that in the late digging of thoſe 
Canals and Drains, which have been made for the Exſiccation thereof, grpat 
Number of Trees of ſcveral Kinds have been found, molt of Oak and Fir, and 
few of them ſevered from their Roots; but of fuch as be ſevered, their Roots 
are obſerv'd to ſtand in the tirm Earth below the Moor, of which Sort I my ſelf 
have ſeen {ome that were taken up in the Fens near Thornes ; and have had cre- 
dible Information of Multitudes found in other Places. 

In a Law of Sewers made the 29th of September, 1596. call'd Neatmoor Law, 
the Commiſſioners after enumerating the Cauſes why © theſe Fenny Grounds 
did lye long furrounded, and fo became unprofitable, which in former Time 
have been dry and profitable, it is faid—And fo they may be hereafter, if due 
Proviſion be made. 

And Sir Henry Hobart, Attornev-General to King James I. ſays, © That the 


** Grounds now ſought to be drained, are ſuch as naturally and anciently were 
dry Grounds, 


How this Country, which tho? lu ing fiat and low (yet was not originally an- 


noyed with any conſtant Stop of the freſh Waters, which might by overflowing 
and Stagnation make it Penny) came to be ſurrounded in the manner it was be— 


fore A general Undertaking to drain it commeiced, [ thall here endeavour to 
manife . 


It may look like a Paradox to fav that it was occaſion'd by Imbanking: But 
certainly 1t was, and by the not putt 


- 0 ting the Laws of Sewers afterwards in Exe- 
cution; bv Negled whereof the principal Drains became uſeleſs to convey the 


Downfal-Water into the Rivers, and thereby the Outfall of thoſe Rivers them- 
lelves were by degrees loſt. 

The plainer to make this appear, I ſhall- employ this Section in tracing the 
State of the Level from diſtant Times cer yet it was imbanked, to the Time of 
the general Undertaking for the Draining thereof, 

have prov'd that the greateſt Part of the Level was anciently firm and dry 
Ground; but as the Courſe of the Rivers ſhew that this vaſt Plain has a hanging 
Level and gradual Deſcent to the Ocean, the Spring-Tides did overflow the loweſt 
Part of it. fo as that it was in Nature Salt-marſh, till they were 1mbanked and 
defended from the Sea by a Colony of the Romans that had Reſidence in theſe Parts. 


Theſe 


New Pow- 
dyke. 


Bo 


Theſe Colonics were ſo excellently diſciplin'd, that for avoiding the Miſchief 
which Idleneſs produceth, they were always exerciſed in ſome neceſſary Employ- 
ment, or publick Work. 

Theſe active and induſtrious Romans, who made uſe of all Art and Skill to the 
Advancement cf their Profit, obſerving theſe Salt Marſhes to be very fertile, and 
to ly above the Reach of the ordinary Tides, beſtow'd the Pains and Coſt (ſays 
Dulce) to raiſe a ſtrong Bank of Earth on that fide the Level towards the 
Ocean, to defend it from the overflowing of the Spring-tides; by which means, 
the Covntrics cf Holland and Marſbland were won and gained. "Og 

That the Level was not perpetually ſurrounded with freſh Waters, nor univer- 
ſally ovcrilow'd by the Sea, but only part of it by Spring-tides, is plain from 
Mar(b/:nd and Holland being imbanked, and alſo from the State of Romney Maxſh 
in Kent, ſuhje& to be over-flow'd by the Sea: which Romney Marſb, of about 
24cc0 Acres, was taken in by the Romans, in the ſame manner as Marſbland and 
Holland, but long before them; as appears from its Laws being made the Stan- 
dard, whereunto all the other Marſhes and Fenns in this Nation were t6 
conform. 

Romney Marſh, tho' taken in long before this Level, continues drained, and is 
at this Day as rich Land as any in the Kingdom; it muſt ſeem ſtrange therefore, 
that B-dford-level ſhould be totally ſurrounded, when Romney Marſh is in fo good 
Condition. But the Reaſon I take to be, 

Succeeding Ages following the Example of the Romans, more and more of this 
Level hath been continually taken in and 1mbank'd, and by thoſe Banks the 
High-country Waters were kept from the Sea, whither the very Deſcent of the 
Country would carry them, if theſe Banks were not: which our good Commiſ- 
ſioners of Sewers of old time foreſeeing, did enjoin the Makers of thoſe Banks, 
to make, keep and maintain Gooles or Helps, both for the Safety of their Banks, 
and for the better Conveyance of the Waters. Thus in the Bank from Croyland 
to Ci bine, there was one Help at Dowſdale, and another at Clorwes-croſs; both 
which (faith Mr. Atkins) are ſince decay'd, by the Neghgence or Sufferance of 
later times, 

And the deſcending of the Land-waters to Sea have been ſtill more and more 
obſtruted by the Length of Banks being increaſed by Biſhops-bank, Needbam- 
bank, TWel-bank, and lately Turks-bank. 

It was preſented by a Jury for the Iſle of Ely, 25. Sept. 41. Flig. That Turks- 
bank, containing in Compaſs about tive Miles, would be a great Hinderance 
to the Fall of many Waters flowing toward the Sea through the Ifle of Ey; it 
being planted between the two moſt natural Drains on that ſide the Ifle, &c. 
Therefore *twas order'd that the ſaid Turks-bank ſhould be preſently cut. 

And the like Effects theſe Banks have wrought upon the Fenns now (Meadows 
once): The Banks to be made, may in time to come work upon the Upland 
Meadows (ſays Mr. Atkins.) This Experience hath ſhewn, for before the Old 
Powdike was made to fend off the Land-waters (7. Hen. III. Anno 1223.) from 
Marſbland, the lower Part of that Province was no better than Marſh. . For the 
Banks that defended Marſh-land from the Sea, hinder'd the Downfall from get- 
ting to Sea; ſo that the Waters deſcending, the higher ſtagnated in the lower 
Grovnds for want of Gools and Helps to paſs it away to the Outfall. Sir II- 
liam Dugdale faith, by an antient Pleading it appeareth, that before the 27th of 
Henry l. (6co Years ago) there was neither Habitation nor Ground that yielded 
Profit within that Part of Viggenhale, from Bu/tards-dole unto the South-ſide of 
the ſaid Town, except the Monaſtery of Crabb-houſe, with ſome Lands belong- 
ing thereto, all being then waſte, and in the nature of Fenn: And I find that 
when the old Powdike was much torn and broken by the Weight of the Land- 
waters on the South-ſide againſt it, that great Part of Marſbland was overflow'd 
by the freſh Waters: And becauſe the ſaid Powdike was judged by the Commiſ- 
ſioners of Sewers, 1. Hen. VI. incapable of being mended, on acoount of the 
weakneſs of the Ground whereon it ſtood : Therefore Anno Dom. 1422, the New 
Powdike was ordain'd and decreed to be made; and accordingiy it was made, 
and extended itſelf from Salters-lode to Well-ſholl. 
| Hereupon the Land South of this new Bank became overflow'd: for I find 
April 2. Anno 1423, that Thomas Duke of Exeter, &c. (becauſe ſeveral Lands 
in Upwell and Outwell were ſurrounded, cauſed by the new Powdyke) gave Leave 
#0 Henry Wells, Archdeacon of Lincoln, and others, to convey the Waters by 
Tunnels under the ſaid Powdyke thro' Rightforth-lode into 777 genhall Ez, which 
carries it ſelf towards Biſhops-Lenn. 8 And 
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And certain it is that the Powdyke, and the other defenſive Banks before- 
nam'd, were made purpoſely to defend the Low-lands from the Floods deſcend- 
ing from the High-lands : For by their Imbanking againſt theſe Floods, they had 
only their own Downfall-water to run off, which they did through Drains and 
Gools into the Rivers almoſt the whole Time the Tide in its Ebb is retreating 
to Sea; and thereby they kept the Land ſo imbanked dry, as well Winter as 
Summer. ; . 

But then theſe Banks, while they ſaved the Low-grounds they encompals'd, 
from being ſurrounded, they drowned the Lands on the other fide of them, 
and made them Low-grounds, in reſpe& of the remaining Part of the Level : 
ſo that in effect they have drowned more than they have ſaved, and made their 
Gain by others Loſs. And this is Matter of Fact, for Marſhland and the 
North-level were, by being thus enclos'd with Banks, made good Winter-grounds ; 
but then the Land South of their Banks, became only Summer Land, unleſs in 
very dry Years. However, good Summer Grounds they continued to be while 
the Sewers and the Outfall at Wzsbech were good; but later Times neglecting the 
Drains, and Wisbech River being imbanked againſt the Sea; and thoſe Banks, 
eſpecially from Vitbech upwards, built upon (as the Ouſe is at Germans, Magda- 
len, Stow, and Downbam) and by Incroachments, made too narrow; as it alſo 
was at IVisbhech it ſelf, inſomuch that at the time of the Attempt for the general 
Draining, ſeveral Houſes were bought to be pulled down, in order to make the 
River there wider, as appears by Receipts for Money paid by the Earl of Bedford, 
Lord Gorges, &c. Anno 1637. I ſay tis certain that the River, by theſe En- 
croachments, was made ſo narrow, that the Land Floods when they came down 
in the Winter Seaſon could not find Paſſage to Sea; ſo that for want of room to 
get away, they were enforced to overflow the Level during that Seaſon; and 
in very wet Years, continued to ſurround 1t all the Summer, becauſe all the 
Sewers, Drains, Petty-drains, &c. (faith Mr. Atkins) within the Fenns, were 
ruinous and utterly decay'd, which were the principal ConduQors and Guiders 
of the Waters into the main Streams; which have grown up for want of Dyking 
and Scouring, and the Waters have been obſtructed by placing of Weers, Stamps, 
and divers ſuch Impediments, to the general Hurt of the whole Country, not 
only in theſe Petty-drains, but even in the very main Streams themſelves : where- 
of I ſhall give many Inſtances, 

Sir William Dugdale faith, It hath been a long receiv'd Opinion, as well by 
the Borderers upon the Fenns, as others, that the total Drowning of this great 
Level hath, for the moſt part, been occaſion'd by the Neglect of putting the 
Laws of Sewers in due Execution in theſe later Times. 

And Atkins faith, ſpeaking of TWisbech : This pitiful Outfall proceedeth of 
Negle&, in not Scouring and Dyking the River, nor preſerving and maintain- 
ing the Petty-ſewers and Drains which antiently fed the ſame, by enforcing the 
Waters thereof, and keeping them in their proper Courſe; whereby the Sea 
finding but little Reſiſtance (nor Strength of a following Head of Water to ſcour 
the Channel continually) ſilted up the River and Outfall : fo that tho' of an- 
tient Time Ships of great Burden reſorted to Wisbech, yet for theſe Cauſes the 
Outfall ſo ſilted up, that as long ſince as King Jobn's Time, above five hundred 
Years ago the Channel was ſo ſhallow, that People could paſs over at Low-water. 

This Outfall thus decay'd, the Waters of Great Ouſe, which paſſed through 
the Iſle of Ely in two Branches, the firſt Branch, call'd the Weſt-water, from 
Erith by Chateris to Benwick, where it met a Part of Nene, deſcending under 
Horſey-bridge, through the Meres, to Benwick aforeſaid, and they concurred in 
one Courſe to March-bridge, and ſo to Upwell ;, where they met with the other 
Branch of Oryſe, which fell from Erith to Harrimere; and after receiving the Ri- 


ver Grant (from Cambridge) paſſed united to Ely, thence to Littleport-chair, and 
ſo bv ale to Upwell aforeſaid, and from thence both Branches ran united to 
the North-le 


| a, by Wisbech, while that Outfall was good and perfect. But that 
decaying, and Wisbech River being neither deep enough nor wide enough to 
receive and pals away theſe great Bodies of Water; the Weſt-water, or firſt Branch 
of Ouſe, with Nene united, which fell down partly by March to Well, not find- 
ing Paſſage through Well to Wisbech, did at Shrewi 


neſs and Well moſt part thereof 
turn towards Littleport and Salters-lode, overflowing in its way all the low 


Grounds in the Ifle of Ey. See Hayward's Map, made Anno 1604, 
F Then 


4 Dam at 
Utwcli. 
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Then faith Mr. Atkins, As it ſeemeth there was not any River between Li7- 
port-Chair and Rebeck, but all the Lodes, Lakes and Dykes, as St. Edmond:- 
lode, Gnat-lode, Dockey-lode , &c. took their natural Fall into a great 
Mere near Well, call'd the Wyde; and from the Wyade, by divers Tracts, as 
Webwinch-lake, Aldy-lode, Small-lode, Cheſſelbeech, Waxbech-lode, &c. into the 
River at Upreell, and thence with the Branch of Ouſe from Littleport to the 
North-ſea by IWisbech. | 

This was the Courſe of thoſe Waters while the Outfall was good; but that decay- 
ing, and in conſequence thereof, great part of the Level being overflow'd in times of 
Floods, and kept for the moſt part ſurrounded; Means were found, faith 
Mr. Atkins, to let Great Onſe fall from Littleport-Chair to Rebeck, fee 
from A to B in Hayward's Map, (by a Lode, which at firſt ſeemed to 
be called “ Hemmings-Fea ) into Onſe-parva, which has its Courſe to Sal- 
rers-lode, and thence to the North-ſca by Lenne, whoſe Haven and Channel 
before that time was not above fix Poles wide. But after Wisbech Outfall de- 
cay'd, Lyn-haven was worn wider by degrees, by the Action of the Tides and Force 
of the freſh-Waters deſcending that way; for befides the Waters of Old 
Orſe having this new Paſſage given them to Sea, the River of Nene led its Waters 
alſo this way, e.g. from Peterborow to Ramſey, thence to a decay'd River in March, 
call'd Great Croſs, thence to a decay'd Sewer call'd New Leame, thence to a cer- 
tain Place in Upwell, call'd Shrewyſneſt-point ; and there the ſaid River divided 
itſelf into two Branches, whereof the one returned S. E. and was called the 
South Branch, unto a certain old decay'd Sewer in Welney Hamlet, call'd Mayd- 
lode, and from thence to another old decay'd Sewer between Welney and Little- 
port, call'd Newdyke, and from thence into Ouſe at Littleport-Chair, after a Circuit of 
fifty four Miles. (See the old Map of the Fenns, done by Hayward, An. 1604.) 

The North Branch deſcended from the ſaid Place call'd Shrewyſneſs-point, unto a 
certain Place in Oe ll, called Oiit well-ſboll, and from thence Southward unto a 
certain Place called North-delph, and from thence Eaſtward unto Salters-lode, 
and there into the great River, and by that Courſe to Sea through Lenne-haven. 

Thus the Waters of Nene were forced to take in a manner their full Flow and 
whole Courſe contrary to their wonted Avoidance, at Wisbech, by reaſon of the 
Decay of the Sewers, called the Great Croſs, the New Leame, &c. The Decay 
of which ſaid ſeveral Sewers, with the Rivers, Lodes and Drains from them, 
extending unto the ſaid Town of Wisbech; and in conſequence thereof, the De- 
cay of Wisbech Outfall itſelf, was the Cauſe of drowning and deſtroying the ad- 
jacent Country : And thus the Waters of Nene, in default of their proper Out- 
fall, deſcending to Sea by Lenne, Misbech Channel, and fo as low as the Croſs— 
Keys, thereby utterly decay'd. 3 

Great Ouſe having this new Courſe and Outfall given it, the Waters went off 
the Level much better than before; but (ſtill) the Channel of Lenne being but 
ſeven or eight Poles wide, it was not capable of receiving all the Water that 
wanted to deſcend that way; which indeed were all the Waters of the Level, 
the Deſcent being to this River at leaſt ſix Inches per Mile. And therefore the 
Waters of Nene (as well as thoſe of Ouſe) which endeavour'd to run part through 
Well-Creek to Salters-lode, and part with the Weſt IWater to e pat and ſo to- 
wards Lenne, the Ouſe and Lenne-haven not being then wide and ample enough 
to rceive them, they ſtill continued to ſurround the Level in Winter, and in 
time of Floods: and they were enforced to do ſo the more, becauſe all the an- 
tient Sewers were made to drain into WWisbech River; but now the Courſe of 
Great Ouſe being to Lenne, they could be of no uſe to convey any Water of the 
Level into this new Courſe. And therefore 21. Edw. I. Dams were order'd to be 
made, to force part of theſe Waters to Wisbech again; but in vain! And in the 
ſame King's Reign, Biſhop Langtone, to keep the Waters of the River Nene from 
drowning his adjacent Lands, made a Dam at Utzwe//, to turn the Waters to Wiſe 
bech, but they could not get Paſſage that way to Sea faſt enough; and therefore 
they roſe high on the Level, and drowned, as appears by the Preſentments of 
Jurors ſworn, 40000 Acres of Marſh Ground in Halland-fenn, 2000 Acres of 
Land belonging to the Abbey of Croyland, 70co Acres of Meadow, Marſh and 
Paſture, of Deeping-fenn, Burgh-fenn, and Spalding-fenn ;, as allo the Marſhes of 
Kefleven were therefore overflow'd and drown'd. And a great Portion of Arable, 
belonging to all the Towns between Fenn-draiton and Bemwick, unto Utwell, and 
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Parts adjacent, for Length and Breadth above thirty Miles, were commonly 
overflow'd and drown'd every Year hereby. And all the Land from the Town 
of St. Neot, lying adjacent or ncar to the River Orfe, in Length Oy Miles, 
and in Breadth ten Miles, more or leſs, unto the Town of Benwick, where the 
River of Orſ? and Nene have their Confluence, And likewiſe the Land and 
Meadows of all the Towns between Aylington, unto a Place called Frſtcote in the 
Fenn, which is ſixteen Miles, in Flood-time were overflow'd and drown'd by 
means hereof. And the Marſhes of Burgh-fenn, North-fenn, Frokenholt-Fenn, 
and all the Land, Meadow and Paſture adjacent to thoſe Fenns, were overflow'd 
and drown'd when any Flood of Waters happen'd, in regard the aid Waters 
could not pals, as before they had done. ; 5 85 

And the Jurors being ask'd how much the ſaid Land was thon more worth AN NO 
annually than it had been before the ſaid Stop was ſo made? They anfwer'd, 1331. 
forty Pound by the Year. Hereupon the Sherift of Norfolk, &c. had Comma nd . 
to pull the ſaid Dam down : And 5. Edward III. it was removed, to the Rehicl 
of the aforeſaid Country, &. 

The Waters going all to Lenne again, and the River Ouſe and its Ontfall being 
made wider and deeper by degrees, by the Tides and this great Confluence, they be- 
came a good Receptacle for great part of the Fenn-waters : But all the Sewers ha- 
ving been of antient Time made to drain into WWishbech River, the Waters of the 
Middle and North Level could not get to this Outfall otherwiſe than round 
about by Lictleport, and through IFell-Creek, and each of theſe Outlets wanting 
(the tirſt) Deſcent, the ſecond Width enough, to convey into Owſe the Waters of 
Nene, &c. the Low-land in the Iſle of Fly (particularly) continued drowned. 
Therefore, and becauſe the Inhabitants of Marſhland petition'd that the Waters 
might be ſent their old Courſe by Miabech, becauſe their Banks were in danger 
to be torn by the great Quantity of Water deſcending to Lenne, King Richard II. 1401. 
commiſſion'd John Candiſh, John Holt, Thomas Pinchbake, and others, to inform 
themſelves about the State of the Country, and to cauſe to be repair'd the Walls, 
Gutters, Dykes, Bridges, Gotes and Sluices upon the Sca-coaſt, and abour the 
Fenns in the Towns of Ely, Downham, Littlepart, Haddenham, Sutton, Chatteris, 
Doddington, Marchford, TWhittleſey, Elme, Well, Wisbech, Sc. in the Iſle of Ely, 
in the County of Cambridge; they being, through the Rage of the Sea, and the 
Overflowing of the Freſh waters to divers Places in the Parts aforeſaid falling to 
the Sea, fo rent and broken, that many ineſtimable Loſſes, for want of repairing 
them, have happen'd: And theſe Commiſſioners were to ſee them reparr'd, at the 
Charge of the Landholders, according to the Cuſtom of the Country. 

And the Dykes, &. being preſented by Jurors upon Oath, they were ordain'd 
to be made good; and ſeveral Things were order'd to be done for the ſaving of 
the Towns of Elme and Mell, by cleanſing the old Drains, &c. to convey the 
Waters from off the Level to Hiebech: But nothing was done herein. For, 

The 16th of Henry VI. Gilbert Haltoft, one of the Barons of the Exchequer, 1438. 
and dwelling about Vell, in the Ifle of Ely, procured a Commiſſion for the Haltofts 
Draining of the Country; and accordingly proceeded in making Laws. ed. Gio 

He decreed, That all Stamps, Dams and Fngines, that were in the River of 
Wisbech, by the which the Mater was any ways ſtayed, ſhould be taken up; and 
that none for the future ſhould make ſuch Stamps, Dams. IVeeres, or other Engines 
7K en to the Sea, under the Pain f five Pound, to be levied by the Biſhop 
0] LAY. 

He alſo ordain'd, that all the Sewers of every Townſhip of Wisbech-hundred, 
ſhould be well, and in all Places from the Fenn-dyke, unto the Sea dyke, digged and 
cleanſed ;, ſo that the Water might have its Courſe to the Sea without any Stops. 

And he alſo decreed the River of Wisbech to. be enlarged and digged in Places of 
Default, from Guyhirn to the Sea. ; | 

But either nothing was done herein, and theſe Laus were not put in Execution; 
or elſe if they were executed, the Waters could not get to Sca by Misch, but 
full continued to annoy the Level. For, 

In Henry VII. Time, Fobn Morton, Biſhop of Ely and Lord Chancellor of Eu 1445. 
land, for the more ſpeedy Conveyance of the Waters from out of the Iſle of Fly „Morton, 
which Waters, in defect of their antient Outfalls by Spalding and TW3shech, much LADS 
annoyed the Body of the Ifle, by being forced to take their Paſſage ſome by 
Wittleſ:y-dyke, ſome by Horſey bridge into IVittleſey-Meer, thence into Ramſoy- 
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meer, and ſo round about; ſome falling towards n Great-croſs and Plant- 
water, and other ſome by March to Well, and through Well-Creek to Salters lode, 
and there into Ouſe; and other ſome by dag * 4 to Littleport, and there into 
Ouſe, overflowing the Iſle in their way. (See Hayward's Map.) 

The Biſhop to prevent the Waters of Nene from coming into the Ifle of Ely, 
cut a new . 40 Feet wide, and 14 Miles long; beginning at the high 
Grounds within a Mile of Peterborow ; and continued it to Guybirn, a Hamlet 
in Wishech Pariſn; and by ſetting a Sluice croſs the old River at Stanground, 
turned the Waters of Nene down this new Cut. 

But the River from Guyhirn to Wisbech being very narrow and ſhallow, it was 
not capable of receiving and paſſing through it to Sea all the Waters that came 
pouring down this new Canal in time of Floods united to the Waters of 
of Welland, which River anciently had its Outfall to Sea by Spalding: But 
the Earl of Exeter, who undertook to drain Deeping Fen (after one Captain Lo- 
vell had failed in that Attempt) finding that by the Courſe of Welland the ſaid 
Fen could not be drained, he conveyed the Waters of Weſtlode and Deeping Fen 
by Sluices and Paſſages under the Bottom of Welland and the Banks thereof, by 
new Drains into Seth Holland; and thence through the Inland Country to the 
Sea-Bank, and under them to Sea. ; 

By this means the River of Welland, which before was but feeble and weak, 
became below Spalding almoſt no River at all; inſomuch as in a great View of 
the Commiſſioners of Sewers, made in Aug. 1618. it was found from Croyland 
to Spalding to be very defective, and from Spalding to Sea almoſt ſilted up. 

he Outfall of Welland being thus decayed, great Part of its Waters fell 
through Great Porſand, and ſo by Quaplode to Sea; but that Outfall alſo de- 
caying, that way was ſtopped up, and the River driven to ſeek a Courſe in a 
very faint manner by South-Eea towards Wisbech : Where again thro' the Defect 
of Wisbech Outfall, when theſe Waters met with thoſe of Nene at Mortons-leame 
End, i. e. Guyhirn, they both turned back under Water ſey-Bank to Hobbs, and fo 
to March-Stream; and there meeting with the old Branch of Nene came toge- 
ther to Well, and 1fſued as much of their Waters as they could through Well- 
Creek into Ouſe at Salters-lode: the Remainder were enforced to take their Courſe 
to Littleport, (ſee Hayward's Map) overflowing all the Low Grounds in their 
way, in much the ſame manner as before the New Leam was made *, 

And there being Gravels laid in this New River to keep up the Water for Na- 
vigation in Summer time, which hindred the paſſing 8 of the Floods in the 
Winter Seaſon, 14 or 15000 Acres of Land in the North Level were thereby 
drowned and made wholly unprofitable ; until the 38th of Eliz. the Inhabitants 
of Thorney agreed on a Drain for paſſing away the Waters at Clows-croſs. From 
this Clowes-croſs there paſſed a Water-courlſe thro' the Inland to a Gote or Clou 
in the Sea-Bank, called Shire-gote;, and this Water-courſe being ten or twelve 
Feet lower than the Level above, was conceived to be the beſt Drain to regain 
the ſurrounded Grounds on the North Side of Wisbech; and therefore the ſaid 
Sewer was made from 12 or 14 to 40 Feet in Width, quite away to Sea-ward, 
where it had a very good Fall. 

But becauſe if they had let the Waters of the New Leam run always this 
way to Sea, Wisbech Outfall muſt have been therby loſt, and with it the Na- 
vigation of that Port; therfore this Shire Drain hath been made uſe of only, or 
at leaſt principally to drain the North Level: Which it continued to do effe&val- 
ly till within theſe five or fix Years laſt paſt, Of late the Outfall of Wishech fo 

ecaying, and the Sands ſo prevailing, that the Sluice-Doors of their Drain to 
Seaward are ſilted up, and that famous Drain which convey'd to Sea the Waters 
of the North Level, and kept it dry 160 Years, is now render'd uſeleſs. The 
Loſs of this Outfall is cauſed by Wisbecb River growing up, which is occaſion'd 
partly for want of Freſhes, there having been no conſiderable Flood for ſeveral 
ſucceſſive Winters till the laſt Year. 

Partly by taking almoſt all the Waters out of Mortons-leam 1nto the Fens, 
$1 through Sluices in Summer-time, ſo that hardly any goes down to the Out- 

Il. 

Partly by the Banks of that Leam being placed at too great Diſtance from 
each other, whereby a ſmall Flood in Winter is loſt, and hath but little Effect in 
driving out to Sea the Silt left by the Tides in Summer-time. 


But 
* Cambden ſays, (p 412.) this Leam is but of ſmall Uſe, and the Neighbours complain of it. 
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Bat principally by taking in conſiderable Quantities of Salt Marſhes near If. 
bb, and thereby depriving the Chanel to Seaward of 1ts ancient Stock of Back- 
Water, contining the Tidal Flood in too narrow Compals, and diminiſhing the 
Q»antity of Water that heretofore in its Ebb ſcoured the Silt, and kept the 
Chanel open. 9 ' | 

For theſe Cavſes the River below Viech is ſo choaked up with Sand from 
Sea, that Cunt horp Sluice-Doors are forcibly kept ſhut by them; ſo that the 
North Level now thare the ſame Fate as the reſt of the Fens, and is drowned the 
whole Ycar round. 

Indeed ſeveral Attempts were made by the Inhabitants of theſe Parts to open 
Guntborp Sluice Doors, to let the Land-Waters thro' to Sea, but in vain. 

And the Officers of the Corporation of Adventurers obſerving that the Outfall 
of Shire Drain was quite choaked up, and that the North Level was by means 


thereof totally drowned; they endeavoured to recover this Drain and Outfall, 


and to relieve the Country diſtreſſed. The Scheme they propos'd was to make 
a Cut in IWisbech River from about half a Mile beyond Gunthorp Sluice toward 
Wishech, to Gunthorp Sluice, cloſe under Shoar, one hundred Foot wide; into 
which Canal they intended to turn the River (which 1s here about half a Mile 
wide) by means of a Dam to be made croſs the Chanel at the upper End of 
this Cut: Thinking by guiding the Waters through this Canal to grind out the 
Silt and Sand, and gain a Depth in it ſufficient to recover and open Gwnthor 
Sluice, and make a Chanel for Shire Drain-Waters to paſs to Sea. And the Ad- 
venturers ſo far executed this Deſign, that the ſaid Cut was finiſhed, and the in- 
tended Dain was made, extending from the North Bank of Wisbech River dire&- 
ly croſs as far as the Chanel; and they were bringing it quite croſs, but that the 
Commiſlioners of Sewers of IWisbech obſerving that hs Ban of the ſaid Cut 
was not made near fo deep as was Low-water Mark in the Chanel of the River, 
and that it was but 1co Feet wide, whereas the old Courſe is half a Mile wide: 
they were apprehenſive, if they ſuffer'd the old Chanel to be damm d acroſs, and 
they had after that only this narrow Cut, of a high Situation, to receive the 
Tides from Seca, and to pals away their back Water and Freſhes, that their Na- 
vigation would be thereby deſtroy'd, &c. And they were the more afraid that 
this would be the Conſequence, becauſe the Officers of the Adventurers had be- 
fore propos'd (both in Print and in Writing) © wholly to deſert Wisbech Cha- 
* nel near Gunthorp Sluice, and carry the Waters thereof in a large Canal to be 
made thro' Marihland from Walpole to Lyn, and there to join the Waters of 

the River Orſe, &c. for, ſay they, thereby a Fall of 15 Feet and 3 Inches 
will be gained from Wisbech River to the River Ouſe, which will effecuall 
prevent the ſtraining of the Banks of Mortons-leame and TWisbech River in 
time of Floods, and ſecure a conſtant Run at Shire Drain for the Relicf of the 
North Level”. But it being demonſtrable, that this Method would not an- 
{wer the Ends they propoſed, and that it would ruin the Navigation of Wisbech : 
the Inhabitants of that Town were very apprehenſive, that this new Work (via. 
the Cut and Dam) was intended to ruin their Chanel, and that then the Nene 
myſt be ſent through Marthland to Lyn, there to join the Ouſe. Thus tenacious 
of their Navigation, they oppoſed the Adventurers, and prevented their proceed- 
ing to ſiniſh their intended Work. | | 

And the making a Dam croſs a Navigable River being contrary to Law, the 
Commiſſioners of Sewers commenced a Chancery Suit azainſt the Adventurers 
and obliged them to remove ſo much of the Dam as they had made, viz. a 
Bank of about 7co Yards in Length. 

Thus that Corporation not being permitted to finiſh this Project, which too 
inſtcad of being of Service to the North Level, would in a ſhort time have ren- 
der'd it irretievable at all by Tisbech Outfall; the Bedford Family and the Earl 
of Lincoln took this Aﬀair under their Conſideration, and order'd a Survey to be 
made. After I had taken the Level from Gunthorp Sluice to Seaward, and 
found that there was ſufficient Deſcent from the Soil of the North Level to Low- 
water Mark in I i:bech Chanel, where Weſt-mere Creek opens into the Sea to 
drain the ſaid Level; it was propos'd to make a Canal within Land from the 
North-Eaſt Corner of Ti4 Common, to continue Shire Drain through Cuxton's 
Marſhes, and by the Hui.‘ Houſe to Weſt-mere Creek, being near three Miles 
and there to ſet duwn a Sluice againſt the Sea; where there having always been 


a Flood 
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4 Flood or Ebb Channel, 'tis thought this Sluice will not ſoon be ſilted up; eſpe- 
cially if Stton-marſb be not inned, which the Town of JWizbech and the Cor- 
porations of Adventurers muſt, if poſſible, prevent; for as the imbanking and 
taking in Salt Marſhes near Wishech, hath contributed to the Deſtruction of the 
Channel upward ; ſo the Inning of Srrton-marſh will go a great way toward the 
growing up of the Channel downward, by which means the Ship-road will be 
loſt to Misbech; and the new Sluice that is propoſed to be ſet down, may poſſibly 
be ſilted up, and loſt to Draining. 

There were indeed other Propoſals offer'd for Draining the new Level; but 
the honourable Colonel Armſirong, his Majeſty's now Engineer-General, being 
conſulted, he, after having, at the Requeſt of the Earl of Lincoln, &c. been 
upon the Spot, gave his Opinion, that this 1s the only Method that can with 
Certainty drain the North Level through 1Visbech Outfall. 

The Difficulty here will be, to make the Drain and Sluice ſtand the whole 
Length of Way, being a Quickſand ; but for this Cauſe, the Canal is propoſed 
to be cut very battering, viz. ſeventy Feet wide at top, ten Feet deep, and but 
twenty Feet wide at bottom; and the Earth dug out, is intended to be carried 
to a ſufficient Diſtance, that its Weight may not not make the Sides cave in. In 
ſetting down the Sluice, there muſt be the utmoſt Precaution and Care taken; 
for it is well known, that the Sluice ſet down by King Charles I. at the Outfall of 
Shire-drain, ſtood not above ſeven Days, but was ſwallowed up and loſt. 

But 1f the Sluice ſtands, as this Canal will certainly drain the North Le- 
vel, the Duke of Bedford and the Earl of Lincoln are reſolved to have it 
forthwith executed; by which means, that Level will be reſtored to its preſtine 
Fruitfulfulneſs. 

And it is hoped in general, tho' the great Level of the Fenns are now drowned 
the whole Year round, that the Middle and South Level, as well as the North, 
will be again recover'd. 

And as the Pomentin Fenns in Latium, which had been drained by Cornelius 
Cethegus, the Conſul, and made a rich and populous Country, but afterwards, 
by neglect of maintaining the Works, the Waters again by degrees gained upon 
the Land; fo that in Veſpatian's Time, theſe Fenns were a ſo re- ſtagnated, 
that it was then e a Miracle they ſhould ever have been fo well drain'd 
and inhabited as they had been: — Let was again drained, and the Land re- 
cover'd by the Emperor Trajan. 

So the Inhabitants of theſe Fenns and the adjacent Parts, relying on the 
known Juſtice and Honour of the Earl of Lincoln; and being convinced of his 
good Affection for this Country, and that he, as Surveyor-General of the great 
Level of the Fens, perfectly underſtanding the Cauſes of theſe Fenns now 
(Meadows once) being ſurrounded, will take proper Meaſures, and in Conjun- 
ction with other Powers, execute proper Methods to recover them from the Wa- 
ters, and make this a fruitful, populous and rich Country, But to return from 
this Digreſſion. 

From what hath been ſaid of Mortons Leam, 1t appears, that while that 
Leam diſtreſſed the North Level, &c. it gave little or no Relief to the Iſle of 
Ely, but thoſe Lands continu'd overflow'd as before, as appears by the Preſent- 
ments made of the Rivers and Drains neglected; of Rivers want of Scouring, of 
Gravels, Stamps, Weres, and other Stops of Water ; and not ſheering and roding 
of the Streams, and keeping the Waters clear from Weeds, &c. in the Years 


1528, 33, 35, 36, 70, 76, Oc. 


And for the Neglect of their Sewers, & c. there was an Eſtreat of the Seſſions 
of Sewers holden at Fly, April 16. 16. Eliz. by which the Inhabitants of ſeveral 
Towns were Let vis, the Towns of Dorenbam, Littleport, Stretham, Sut- 
ton, Coveney, Doddington, Mepale, Chateris, Wittleſey, Willingham, Wickford, 
IWentworth, Witcham, &c. for not Diking out their Lodes, for neglecting Banks 
and Sewers, and for ſetting down Stamps, ©. 

But theſe Lodes and Sewers leading to IWishech River, whoſe Outfall grew into 
more and more Decay; and the Ouſe now having the new Courſe to Lenne, the 
keeping them in Repair could be of but little uſe toward Draining the Country. 
which wanted new Sewers to convey the Waters of the Level into the new 
Courſe of the Ouſe, to be paſſed away to Sea through the new Outfall by 
Lenne. 

And 
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And therefore Sir Jobn Popbam, Lord Chief Juſtice of Fngland to K. Fames l. 


much affectinęthe Good of this Country, procured an AQ of Parliament for ma- 
king new Drains, &c, which was intitled, 


An Ad for the Draining of certain Fenns and Low-crounds within the Ifle of 


Ely, and Counties adjoining, ſubje& to Hurt by Surrounding : And ran thus, 


cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


oc 


cc 


cc 


« Whereas it is affirmed by skilful and expert Men, &c. That the Fenns and 
Low-grounds, lying and being within the Ile of Ely, &c. may be drained, it 
ſufficient Authority be given: And whereas Sir Fobn Popham, and others, 
have undertaken to do their beſt Endeavours, &*r. Pe it therefore enacted, Cc. 
That the ſaid Sir Fobn Popham, Sc. ſhall have Power, Oc. to make Works tor 
that purpoſe, &c. : . 
And to cauſe to be made a ſufficient Conveyance for Orſe, cither by enlarg- 
ing the Channel, or by imbanking in ſuch Places, or by doing any thing, elle, 
by them thought needful, from Erith-bridge to Salters-lode ;, ſo as they debar 
not the Towns and Commons of convenient Paſſage and Acceſs to the River 
over the Banks, in convenient Places, for necciſary Occaſions, 
And to make two new Rivers, to begin about Erith-bridge, where ſix Com- 
miſſioners, whereof four inhabiting within the Iſle ſhall think lit, to fall into 
Or:ſe about Denver-bith , with ſufficient Banks and Indikes, as well of Old 
Ouſe, as of the new Rivers, to be laid fo far off one from the other, as fix 
Commiſſioners, whereof four of the Ifle of Fly, &c. or of the Counties of 
Cambridge or Norfolk reſpectively, where the Work ſhall be done, ſhall think tit : 
with ſufficient Sluices at the upper end of the new Rivers and IWeſt-water, in ſuch 
fort as the Navigation in Old Ouſe and Grant be not impair d. 
* And to imbank in all Places needful, Grant, Mildenhall, Brandon, and 
Stoke Rivers, viz. 
Grant, from or near a Corner below Clayhirh-ferry. 
« Mildenball.} Rivers from their Entrance into the Fenns, or from ſome more 
„ Brandon, convenient Place. 
* Stoke River, from Stoke-canſey, unto the Places where they fall into Oe. 
And to do any thing elſe needful for the Preſervation of the ſaid Banks; and 
to amend, and to enlarge the ſaid Rivers where nced is: And the Banks 
and Indykes to be laid fo far aſunder as fix Commiſſioners of Sewers (hall think 
tit, (four of the Ifle of Fly, or reſpectively where the Work is donc) with 
convenient Acceſs to the Rivers, as aforeſaid. 
* And to make ſufficient Land-Feas and Banks in all Places ncedful, fo ncar 
the Skirts of the Upland, as fix Commiſſioners ſhall think fit, to convey the 
Waters to the Rivers, 
And if any Perſon ſhall maliciouſſy cut, break up or caſt down any Bank 
made, or hereafter to be made, for this Draining; and ſhall not within four- 
teen Days after Publication made in the Parith-Church where the Offence 
{hall be done, ſurrender himſelf to a juſtice of the Peace, and in fourteen 
Days after pay the Fine the ſaid Juſtice ſhall think ſufficient for the amendins 
the Damage, and double Damages to the Party indamaged, that then the 
Offenders ſhall be ad judged Felons, 
© And that the Undertakers, their Heirs and Aſſigns, for draining, and pre— 


ſerving, and perpetual Maintenance of the ſame Draining, ſhall have for ever 


in Severalty 112c00 Acres Statute Meaſurc, to be taken and proportion'd out 
of every particular Manor, or out of any other Fenn or Low Grounds within 
the Limits, Gg. by Commiſſioners thercto aſſigned, according to their Diſcre— 
tion, and to diſtinguiſh what Number of Acres ſhall be fo taken ont. 
* And that the Undertakers ſhall have all the Soil, Waters and Fiſhings of all 
the new Rivers, 
And the Undertakers to take no Protits of the Grounds, but as they ſhall 
tiniſn the Draining of every Manor, fo to enter into the Grounds proportion'd 
within the ſame Manor. 
But if anv of the Fenns, &c. fall out to be again overflown, then there 
ſhall be reaſonable Recompence made (to the Parties damnify'd) by the Go- 
vernor out of the 112cco Acres aſſigned for the perpetval Maintenance and 
1 M Prelcr- 


4606. 
Hopham- 


lode. 


F 

* Preſervation of the ſaid Draining; to be aſſeſſed by any fix Juſtices of the 
* Peace ( whereof two to be of the Quorum) where ſuch ſurrounding ſhall 
happen, pavable when they ſhall appoint; and an Action of Debt to lye 
* againſt the Governors for the ſame, with Damage for Non-payment, &c. And 
“ if all the Profit of the 112000 Acres will not make Satisfaction, then the 
«* whole muſt; and the Parties damnified, according to their ſeveral Eſtates, 
* ſhall enter into all again, until the Fenns ſhall be recovered again by new 
* Draining or Repairs at the Undertakers Coſt, &*c. 

The Undertakers to finiſh the Works within three Years next after this Par— 
liament. 

* And after the ſaid Draining, there ſhall be a Corporation, Body Politick, 
or a Company of thirty known, diſcreet, and ſufficient Perſons, by the Name 
of the Governors of the Fens within the Ifle of Ely, and the + Gearb ad- 
joining: And they ſhall be enabled to purchaſe and part with Lands, &c. and 
to ſue and to be ſued by that Name. And the firſt to be + theſe——* Martin 
* Biſhop of EH Sir Anthony Mildmay “ ene bt Peyton Governor of 


cc 


cc 
cc 


cc 


«® Guernſey Sir Oliver Cromwell——* Sir Robert Bevel Sir Edward Coke 
* Attorney Sir John Cutts-——* Sir Fohn Heigham * Sir Robert Wing- 
field Sir Robert Cotton * Sir Edward Apeſly * Sir Henry Warner 


* Sir Miles Sandes * Sir Simeon Steward Sir Thomas Lambart—— 
Sir William Rumney, Knights———Humphry Tyndal, Dean of Ely * An- 
thony Irby Thomas War Thomas Rawlyne Henry Totnal, Eſqires. 
- ohn Eldred Roger Offeild of London, Merchant * Tohn Fincham 
and Fobn Hunt, Gent. 

And as theſe do die, new to be choſen by the moſt Voices out of ſuch 
Lords or Undertakers, as ſhall have 1000 Acres at the leaſt of Lands aſſigned 
* to the Undertakers as aforeſa1d. 


Theſe and other Particulars of leſs Note being agreed on, Sir Fohn Popham, 
fell in hand with the Work. And in Purſuit of this noble Undertaking (it ha- 
ving been proved by a View of the Commiſſioners of Sewers, That at Salters- 
lode there was a Fall of ten Foot from the Soil of the Fenns to the Low-water Mark 
in the River Ouſe, beſide the natural Deſcent of the Fenn-grounds from theUplands 
of Huntington thither: and Well-creek being very narrow, and uncapable of paſ- 
ſing away the Waters thro' it into the Ouſe, or of being made wider at and about 
ell, on account of Villages ſituate on its Banks, & c. Therefore) the Lord Popham, 
&c. ordain'd a new River to be made eighty Feet wide, and eight Feet deep, 
from March River to the Ham, croſs Marmond, &c. through Neete-more, to 
fall into WWell-creek, near London-lode (ſee Hayward's Map); and from thence 
to Salters-lode, Well-creek was to be dyked ſixty Feet wide, and the Bottom ſunk 
four Feet deep under Low-water Mark, viz. as deep as Orſe; that thereby the 
Fenns might be drain'd, and the extream Floods receiv'd. 


The 7th of Aueuſt, 1605, this new River was begun, Mr. Richard Atkins 
then by; and the Work was proſecuted ſo well, that upon the 211t of December 
following the Waters were let through it to eaſe the Ifle, and help Well River. 
But Mr. Atkins ſaith, (my Lord Popham dying) it was ſtopp'd up, in regard 
of the Inſufficiency of the Banks. Till four Years after, une 7. 1609, it was 
again purſued to be perfected, and was caſt two Foot deeper, for the Benefit of 
moſt part of the Iſſe of Fly, eſpecially for the Hundred of Visbech, and the 
Towns of Upwell, March, nn Wimlington, Bemwick, Chatteris, Wittle- 


ſey, &c. and other Parts thereto adjoining, even to the Highlands: For all which 


it would have been a perfect Drain, as it was preſented at a View of Commiſ- 
lioners of Sewers, July 26, 1608. 


But this River being hotly purſued at the firſt making, went on without any 
Satisfaction made for the ſeveral Grounds which were cut through to make it, or 
the Commons, by which it paſſed. Hereupon Sinolphus Bell, Eſq; having much 
Ground adjoining yearly drowned by this new River (called Popham-lode) ob- 

tain'd 

N. B. Thoſe mark d thus * were Comiſſioners of Sewers. 
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tain'd by a View of the Commiſſioners, a Law to keep the upper Doors thereof 
ſhut, until the Country would ſatisfy the Parties injur'd; and alſo ſo fortify the 
Banks, that his Grounds ſhould not thereby be hurt. 

And the Doors at the upper end were accordingly kept ſhut, ſo that no Waters 
could paſs through this new River. Which River (faith Mr. Atkins) was 2 
worthy one, and well placed, having from Well-crown End to Salters-lode, which 
is a little above four Miles, more Fall than there is thought to be between Peter- 
borow and Mell, which is forty Miles and more, as the Water cometh, 

This famous new River being ſtopp'd, the Country lay in its former Condi- 
tion; and my Lord Popham dying, his whole Project was rejected: and ſo nothing 
was done. And the Level, by reaſon of the Diviſion there was between the 
Commuſitoners of Sewers, & c. who had no Power to make new Works; and be- 
canſe the Country wanted proper Drains, &g. continued to be greatly annoyed 
8 which gave occaſion to the Undertaking for a general Draining of 
the Fenns. | 


H SECT, 


""— 


Nov. 8. 
1616, 


| became the fitteſt to carry off the Fen Waters. 
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SECT. IV. 
Of the Undertaking for a General Draining of the great Level of the Fens ; 


and of the Linntations and Reſtraints ſtipulated in the Adventurers ori- 
gina] Propoſals, Contracts, and Proceeding, for the preſerving the Navi- 
gation of the Fort of King's-Lyn, and of Cambridge, in all the Rivers 
that have their Courſe through the ſame, &c. with the Arguments for 
and againſt the Scheme that was follow'd to drain the Fenns. 


HAT W|Wishech River, originally the great Outfall of the Level, was loſt 

by Neglect of putting the Laws of Sewers in Execution, and by not ta- 
king care to keep the Rivers and principal Drains clean, &c. is indiſputable 
And it hath been already proved, that the Decay of that Outfall was the Occa- 
ſion of the Country's being ſurrounded at firſt. And after the Waters of Great 
Ouſe were let fall into Orſe Parva, in conſequence thereof the Outfall of Lenne 
The Reaſon why the Lands 
in the Iſle of Ely, &c. continued drowned was, there were no proper Drains to 
convey the Waters of the Level into the River of Great Ouſe, which now has its 
Courſe by Lenne to the North Sea, the Drains having all of them been of ancient 
Time made to ſew into the Orſe, while it had its Courſe and Outfall by Vi 
bech;, which ſaid ancient Drains were now of no Uſe for Conveyance of the 
Fen Waters to Sea. 

And though my Lord Popham did by Act of Parliament make new Works, 
yet it was queſtioned whether the Commiſſioners of Sewers could by their Pow- 
er make new Works where none had been before; and great Controverſies aroſe 
( 12, Jacobi) in the Counties of Cambridge, Huntington and Northampton, about 
the Extent of their Commiſſion ; many obſtinate and ill-WUiſpos'd Perſons pre- 
tending, that the Commiſſioners of Sewers had not Authority to cauſe new 
Banks, Drains, or Sluices, to be made where there had not been any before, 
c. and that they had not Power to lay a Tax or Rate for doing ſuch new 
Works, —— This Oppoſition tending to the manifeſt Peril of the Deſtruction and 
Inundation of many large Levels, the Commiſſioners of Sewers repreſented the 
ſame to the Lords of the Privy-Council; and their Lordſhips (Nov. 8. 1616.) 
tinding in their Wiſdoms that it could neither ſtand with Law, nor common 
Senſe and Reaſon, that in Caſe of ſo great Conſequence the Law could be fo 
void of Providence, as to reftrain the Commuſſioners of Sewers from making 
new Works to ſtop the Fury of the Waters, as well as to repair the old, where 
Neceſſity did require it for the Safety of the Country: The Board order'd the 
Attorney-General to conſult the King's Learned Council: And they having 
weigh'd and compar'd theſe undue Proceedings with the ancient Laws of this 
Realm, and the Practice of ancient and late Times; and with the Opinion of the 
late Lord Chief-Juſtice Popham, touching the Power and Authority of the Com- 
miſſion of Sewers. | 

Sir Henry Hobart, Attorney-General, made the following Report : 

* That the Grounds now ſought to be won by theſe new Serwers' and Drains, are 
* ſuch as naturally and anciently were dry Grounds, and not continually overflown ;, 
* ſo as they were truly Land and not Water, and are flill to this Day dry half the 
* Tear, and ſometimes in dry Tears longer. 

That there have been always common Drains maintain'd at publick Charge 
for the conveying away of the Waters in time of Downfals or other Over- 
flows. 
* "That the ſaid ancient Drains cannot now poſſibly (were they never ſo well 
maintain'd) drain the Country, becauſe their Conveyance while they were 
in Uſe, was into the Sea, running out at 1Wjsbech, from whence the Sea is now 
departed: So that there is no Way now to carry theſe Naters to the Sea but 
by Lenne-haven, to which therefore theſe Works are made to carry them. 
The Cafe, I fay, ſtanding thus in all. theſe Parts, 1 am of Opinion, that the 
Law of Sewers lately made for this new Work 1s warranted by the Commil- 
ſioners of Sewers : And that a Tax may be {et as well for the making and 
4. ** maintain- 
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—ͤ—U—ṹ»o — — — 


— —— — —̃ — 


— ——— — — 


Tho Forns 1c 


421 IN)GTO 


Hood Halton 4 482 
4 Wore 


(AI BRIDGE 


* 
7 Werne — 
de Hilton = ; 


SARL. 


x: OF. 


2 
7 


Onlſe Hu: 


+ 
<A vr TINGTON 


H7 IFHR E 


Se. Ives 


H. y 
PT 


\ 


*W 


OF, 


Ax , 


— = 
1 42/44 
* 
Ot. bs , 


gy 


H ling ham) 
: Hog! 


MH AM 
> 8 = 


Amte. { 


2 6, 
C nh | «HH Herd. 


EN Votrnhad 2 


ole nn 


far bear 5 Haters beat Hee or” 
ont to. Wow oer N 


SHIRE CE _— 


3 a Fa, 
ee 


NATION. 


bona nulh a Hh ch l lime 


Fc Hh gh land ONCOMPago {te 77. the Fenn 
e ter, Green. as e A 
* The Hard s . Hig h a&rownd 77/4c Fenn s 

The ebe Color he Ferns A Murſhlaud, 


Note yg 


Stibintorn N 


Mormgton 4 


A) uu 4 
Proton 4 4 2 


2 ID 
PeTERBORO: * 2 


WL r. 
N Fern 


4 a1 tex: 
(moons 


Mom 


f Hort 


mon 
Feri. 


Rane 


nalen & Tombs — A. ago. un 1 
* . 2, V. 
| 1 Bosen 
I the * loo? & 
>) £3.47 G0 


\ C, ods 


* Wor. 17 

N rerhang | 

if Coman > 
174 


— 


» 


— 


N 5 


2 F I 
A 4 
vrony TRIO 


Fenn 


\'L; \ 
\ 
va 4 


) 


"mitt; JO | ' N wal * ; ny oo, 
„ MM; 6 | K. 


2 
* 
” 


% 


rum 


Ne 
Nen, 8 E 
Ka,, DE. 
— Ii 


„„ Gre Hrn, N 
4 Severn “ 


JH den: "lon", 


2 2 
HM. " > > 
. % 5 
Tien 5 
— 
„ 2 
"A A Gomon(® 


2 en 
Wilb ea ch Aube, Holland, ohe Yellow! oy 
he Adventure pra/t o/ tho Founs , ar its jet, 1 
On ont of wart frantic, 1 Foun if CO £ þ* 
our CA Red. 1 Winn ＋ 
Soo the Demands p.3 47 Lis, NG 014 tu. 
g 1 : 1 
al gn, g the Som auch Fenn 10s. 01401 | 7 F 
| 7 toned 8 | A, and: 
id. Badoolande Dolin l 0 


A MAP 


file great LEVEL of yFENN 
rallod 1 


* JShewing the: Works of Avent | | 
iwers , ad ,; Drains made to | | 
nue, HMOWATEONS of g Level \ 
22 1c Rivers that have fei, Connse 9 
u 10 Feinis, and gl props Onitally 


of thare Rivers tm Sea : 
Y ( e uu. » 


—\HO1L LAND | 


; 
N 
| 
by Go | I 
He \ 
( hap — | U 
A 


SL conard 
4 


XP 

Fo 25 5 log N 
— 8 7 

oy Fu D 


Hotty ON” 


= Part SE 


*# be OA 12 


222 


tr I 1 


* 


V Gatt Sand 


"7; —_— 
H alderrg! Wirkeach 


Nor th Ne 


1111S | | * 
e bof” cu — — "Uh, * c 29 any ou » 
4 * « * —Y — * * . 27 wk = 5 . — U a : 
"IO 3 c — — | I OO mms. * 45 | 
c — _ L ——— _ | 
— N "” 8 
„ei. : 7 W | 
led) 0 . 2 : >, | 
Rant M 1 — N. 
JL J R. ; | * 
N | \ ric 5 
8 | , % mn * 
N | * % * 
? W. * » 70 
% * * * 
W N N. — 3 | 
RY 2 Joh N 18 | 
. * . ton 
Mala. | 1 yy Torrijugts 
Toru AJ D etetttre 
2 5 87011 1 Wirren, 
— it 49 * - 
Sus L A N w]) \ : 8 70 
2 «- Lau HOO 4 I = 
* TDI tn ) : F 
— ra Ft. * 222 * 
8 4 ge! Loli nt hs 115 4 £ | 
* 7 29” of | 
of ; . 1 £ I EY P4 | 
* £5 Marry 17 I Fi oj ** way | 
a 1 . L i 5 > ; \ 
2222222 Jure 5 Y wa 
= - 7 
7e rte . 
u, => hy £6 F | n NE VAR 
— — (n= 5". 7 reris — ay: 0 
Racy — — F, n errang H 
re, OA » Eo” LES 3 
nn. Ly VN = / 4 q i. N | 
en han E Hals C orth Sand 
et , Neechin , i * 
n „ _ unt: 11 
ben | apts Gamood r 55 ©, — 
Ip oa Ham. \ | 
— 1 3 ed 
+ WY ham b Ss 
„u. . * E.: PA * 4 2 
S Hothwold 5 2 . 3 ie Kling s 2 3 
F Severnts * 23 TOY mm inde... | 
2 * 
2 5 8 nao 1 | 
g. cthwo ld 2 | 42 ö \ | 
8 M01 24s \ * 8 © 
& | * — 
* H oth wold 3 \ F 
Conton hs i ky / 
& 'S,< / | 
ECP | 
DE 
% ©, 
＋ I as 
= - MDarftingham 
* NO NFL: 4 i 
| 0 of 1 . et. 
£5 OO 
AM tha of al 
#/lo11ghtor 
Norwold * 
148 72 2 $2 ; 
. A calr p JM t Hil "7 ” I 
Up aynham 
—  __—_— — — — — — — — — ** 


— — 


4 wif” " "i 


—ͤ—ä—a—— — — — — — ä — — —— 


6 


ron du, — — 


Ibm 


—— 


a 2 7 


FART OF Auf I 


Jurte 


Pre ” ane 


PETERBORO : : 
XN { vor. 


"Py . . N Frum 
if 4 ann SES 


* tandground 4.4 


» #2 
_ 


| Sy tllton h 


/ 


| ; — 4 aih 


46. 
KI On! 
— 
* — 


1 1447 * 
. 


D 


N 
f MATT. . 
Ze, 2 


— nsr, 
2 F ih 
1 Form 

— 


— 


. IN)GTO 


Hood Ha 


N 
Ofen: 


Are 
Ae, 


+ 
dhrrnrinorow 2 55 


r FA 1 
GQ Heorre 


If eue 


n 


Be 0 


Pl S F / 7 Ht 7. Wiirbors ds 


lig „*. 114. 1 . . u wo 

24 2 2 
N S> 1 Horn 925 VT 
j 21 Q- 2 « Hoot, Gr 

F. 7 \ or 0 * I. \ C: by | f 

omega, ba — 5 en, of * Ky 2 I 

= Lon . 051 8 55 RY 5 5 
11 . vrhan _ N aner 'S : "Wi Grab \ 
| 7 3 . ul 4 


M1, 


Chattrr as -{ 
5 ene 


Ie 


AT 0 Fc M — 
r = 2 D <4 
Over | 


7 mutage 
. ind 

Il Mg han; wid : 

Fentts { 


Fd ing handws v 2 Ac 


HM 


8 
8 . 
For \ 


* 
: 3 . 
* 2. * "Com, * 
C ft well \ Ga PUG #vems,, W 
. \ 2 A 4 So 
1 4 5114, Fl * o e- 
ws ©. A 
Auma 'S - 


A 
(often 
en, 

ww 7. 


(1. Jin e, * 3 ee, wel 


= 

S 
"In AM HRIDGE 5 3 
* 


* f 
5 FA 0 | 
7 "vg eu N=. ; 
«a 'd ON _ OHH * WW Lv. 7 28 "Ys 
: Dent af | , * Aue wry 
| tn. 77; //0714 © 1864, @- . — = Har rtiinert 
atrbeac pron in Oran — 
N ** 1 — > 
| 5 * — Intent Her 7 , 18 
Dutton _——_ 8 3 > 
| F 1 aw, eng 7! 70 How jourt Ret 2 * 497 _ 18 
* { it N. 0 L - - Sw 4 © » g - 
SHIRE © vrt i 
— y Mike 1 i = x Cz / = 
. „ 7 7 F *64 i 2 


Ap 8 SSIwgham Y 


Io uber ©, 3, 


| V - | 
| 6 Cake 2 x gh Fert \W 'F 
F . '8 
| Dothan * * 18 * 
nn. : 
| 4 IQ wick®, 
SEAM ER 
| 9 7 2 cok 4 
| 18 * 
. 1 5 e IF E 
Hulbert . _ 04 ** 7 I \ 
0 7 "Mor. a 
| * \ foam 0 
| well N 9 "ge" "WH 2 
| Th = * 
N | 4 2 1 5 


0 I den n. 5 , 09 Eo 
"HH. 7 
at" 


2 y TPLINATTON : Lanwardn 2 
T7 


,, Founs are Hub neulh a [Wk dc 


Ne | © 8 h land e "fo img the Ferus /v P 
44 IPA, it” 11 Gr PER . GG Af ado A A # & 


Or Man C 


> 


Tee | 
p, Aten . 


2 4 
4 Ware Milt 


UA 
8 
8 


„ 
„ omen tad J 
— % Hards , High ground nlhe Fonn s 1 62 N > 
Sete ante the Ferns &Narſhlaud, 2 n A, u, 
M * ch #1 {1 od Holland, rotonmead . tow! Haile, ene Hit 
ee Adventure jra/t , Forms , a+ SHOE =: 1 
oy Voned out 27 cart Hias“ ru, Feng: | . po 


wired Red ford 
| {+ he Demands p 31 2. "YOU Ae 


i Her it gn, of he Sear rack Ferm 14s 0001 () 2 9 [) F' F (0) L N 


N,. dl 


— ———ů— — 


© 


. Nera Del, 77 5 


\ 
al 


; Lure =. 
2, 


* 


. „ Us 
Py * 


* N. , ö 
X. CE, - 7 
er 


— 


A 1. 


of the gre ar LEVEL NT E-.NN: 
Fun 


J. DOE I. * el., 


. JShicwing the Works o/ 4 Adven t: 
ers, and 2 e, Wain S 11M 0 q 
tee fe Nut ers of Horror ard Level, 
Lin gie vers hat have tot Conroe N 
| bed Mir Ferns, and hc progres Onatall 


Of 11S Rivers /- Sen, 
75 . 222 WHAM 


MY partlan S 


Friis 


rowland 


Zi Cru. 


— 
1 


— ny — 


= — 


RE 101 LAND 


Dr oY 
Chap if | 


by ;- "AC 54 


(happ! — 


8 5 _ 


. br * 


- 
——— 


MN 1 renal 


2 ue of . 
A er. 


22 
Au 0 


XxX. 22 
(rg iu 
sor ON” 


en 
i Sever "10; 


Ne , / — 
hte" "_ . * y 

3 F , — 7:40 NY 4 | 

my 15 * „ufd. ru 
* 2 | 4 
t RD N 8 
7959 e 1 Hl al 4 7 47 atl SAN 9 
þ . en 1 
1 Ax | ee, . 3 ah 

a. g f . n ne — — . 
« Aha Hoh N 5 8 . 
Wen :/, \ hy ; . VS Iz; 4 
2 | Mee... #1114 Wiſbea ch « — — 1 


92 


bes 
* 


_ bo 
/ ” D Airkrokon C 
meli 


», 


ö 5 Zumen # <_ l . l 1 2267 
We * | — .\ "mri a . oh 

Loe x * 

"Common Re, 8 Marfhland. | „ Terrington 

SOR >*% F 3 17 ole 


* 2 7 7 gig, & 
Hu I 4 A NJ w]) 


a] * 
4} 1 1414 
* . 2 THY OH) 4 | : — 
* 8. e N Te tn 1 ! ; 
N 15 Jr # 
* * p* Er li lon in 5 £ 
» 4 11 22 49 if . * 
* 991 bg one + 7 q * ** 
Ly * Mara aww 75 N wy A * way | 
- * wa % 
EF IF 8. — . \ 
Ae nu 7 N N 
E 'S ; 
, = Wong Anlrh 11 . 
1 FN. - * 7 
on- Bu — ſy — . £ { 
— — 755 : 
Hora, OA » Ways” io EOS tg ö 
4E 41 derm Band 
Noechin * , as — .. . % 
5 tom * 0 
Gamood 7 V's 
\ Sever als , 
7 * _ TT | 3 ö 
S WM th iwold Calle Kling j 45 | 
a d Sovernts 7 IJ nne, A 
27 * 
1 W / 4 ; 
: Hethwolld 2 Woolverton \ 
/ A 1 "1124s * % 
- * \ 
* Y een hw; 
To N * — 
l Mee „ Mothwold W Croke ) , 
i Y A _ — . , 
: red I d ( ON 8 \ N 7 
» XY ; [ 
| 4 « 8 4 / | 
% . * 
N * > a>. 
2 WW FO J 
= bas. lot P & : Darfinghnmn 
3 I \ NO HEF O44 wh 
"> „e. 
2 . Ml rtf of 
2 = [ 
$ FR | _ ee | 
wot! . 4 
Iran *orl Norwold * 
n.. Fon : 
| 4 ;/to11 
1 
8 
_ | Le 
1fe« 7 4 (- ehe 
— 
71 aynhamn 
N. rel. HH | 
1 — ——— ͤ ʒ:e— —-— _ 6 
„ — — 1 . ; ee es FE 
e . — 


. * + 70 


nr, 


. 


22 


— 


* 


* 


as 


— * 


— 


— — 


* 


2 


9 + wy — — — _ * — — hs 4 9 — 
666 


— 


i 


> 


2% 4 a 


- om. 


* 
— — w a” 
> I” ITE 
s —— - . — 
4 $027 — > — 
1 2 > — —... 
— —ͤ—U— — — ES — — 


— 


— oa” 


E 


© maintaining of it, according to the Meaning of the Statutes and Commiſſion, 
as it might have been for the old, if they had remained ſtill in Uſe. 
And therefore I am of mind plainly, that though it may ſcem ſtill in the 
« Power of the Commiſſion by the Letter of it to maintain the old Sewers; yet 
the Commiſſioners cannot now enforce the Maintenance of them, when they 
are no longer indeed Sewers, nor any Benefit or Damage can arife from them: 
„For Sewers are made and maintained for the Land, and not the Land for the 
« Sewers. On the contrary, when they fail, Reaſon teacheth, and Neceſſity 
« enforceth, that ſome other Remedy be found in Supply of it. And the 
Words of the Commiſſion bears it alley; that gives Power in one Clauſe 
to make neceſſary and behooful Laws for the Safeguard and Preſervation of 
the Lands lying to the Premiſes ; which Premiſes being reſtrain'd as much as 
may be to the Sewers, yet the Land lying to them muſt be underſtood the 
Lands about them, or for which they were wont to ſerve : So that the Safe— 
guard and Preſervation of the Lands is the principal End of the Commiſ/ton ; 
which being not to be preſerved by the old Sewers, are by this Clauſe to be 
preſerved at large, that 1s, as beſt may be: And by the Judgment of the Com- 


miſſioners ſhall be found neceſſary and behooful, which Words and Meaning 
are ſatistied in this Caſe. 


HEexnky HoBART. 


But notwithſtanding this his Opinion given of the Power of the Commiſſroners 

' Sewers, yet ſuch was the Oppoſition of ſome Men, and the Inability of other 
len for making new Works, and ſuch Variety of Opinions, and ſuch Diſtraction 
there was between the Commuſhoners themſelves at their Meetings, that much 
Charges were loſt, and nothing could be agreed on to be done. Therefore the 
Conmuſlioners of Sewers for the Counties of Northampton, Cambridge, Huntington, 
Lincoln, Norfolk, and the Ifle of Ely, exhibited an humble Petition to the Right 


Honourable the Lords and others of his Majeſty's. Privy-Council, 19. June, 
1618. 


Shewing, 


* 'That whereas their Honours were pleas'd to take into their Conſiderations 
the great Work of Draining; and to effect it the better, did direct that one 
general Commiſſion of Sewers ſhould be granted for all theſe Counties, that 
ſo by a general Care and Conſent it might be foreſeen, that nothing ſhould be 
done under the Pretence of doing good to one Part, which might annoy ano- 
ther: Since which Commſſiion granted, ſundry Seſſions have been holden, at 
* which a more than ordinary Number of Commiſhoners have been preſent : 
* Whole Forwardneſs to meet, approve their Deſires to forward the general 
Work; and yet nevertheleſs hath not hitherto ſorted out that Effect of their 
„ Labours, as they hoped and deſired, by reaſon of the Variety of Opinions 
amongſt the Commiſſioners, which diſtract their Reſolutions and Judgments. 
Ihe Means to effect this, reſt upon the Conſideration of theſe two Things. 
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” l. That it be provided, that the three ancient Rivers of Nene, TWelland, 
and Ore, may be convey'd to the Sea by their ſeveral Paſſages with 


* ſuch convenient Outfalls, as ſhall be fitteſt for the ſeveral Good and 
** Safety of all Parts. 


II. That Care be taken of the Town of Lyn, the Country of Marſhland 
and Viggenball, the Hundred of IWisbech, and Part of Holland, 


Vet becauſe all agreed not in the Means of effecting thereof, whereby 1t came 
to paſs, that ſome to ſatisfy their own Opinions, and ſome to prevent their 
Fears and particular Loſs or Charge, have made ſome Oppoſitions; and one 
in the Abſence of another have troubled this Honourable Board with Petitions 
and Informations, which hinder the Work intended ; and whilſt theſe things 
are in Diſpute, the Work is deferr*d, Time and Charge loſt, and many Parts 
ſuffer and undergo much Danger. | 

1 We humbly beſeech your Honours, on the Behalf of theſe whole Countries, that 


your Honours, for the preventing the like Inconveniencies hereafter, will be 


co S . . 
pleas'd by Order from this Honourable Board to direct, that at the General 


8 Se lions 


June 19. 


12. Ap. 


[ 29 ] 


* Seſſions already appointed to be holden at Huntington on the laſt of this 
** Month, one of the Clerks of the Board may be preſent, and with the Com- 
* nuſſioners may take a View of the Outfalls, if need ſhall require; to the end 
that he being indifferent to all Parts and Parties, may truly without Partiality 
inform your Lordſhips of thoſe Things, which ſhall then be propounded of 
the Feaſibleneſs of the Work, and the fitteſt Means to effect it, without, or with 
the leaſt Loſs to any Part. And that upon the Return thereof to this Honou- 
** rable Board, one conſtant and reſolute Courſe may be directed by Order of 
this Board, whereunto they aſſure themſelves every Man will ſubmit his own 
private Conceit, and thereby reſt ſatisfied, Signed, 


L. Riſball — George Manners Fra. Fane— Miles Sandy. Robert Bevell— 
Jobn Cutts— Hen. Carvill Mill. Wendy —Robert Audley— Robert Heath, 


At Whitehall on Friday Afternoon, the ſaid 19th of Fune, their Lordſhips 
took this Petition into Conſideration, and“ did ve and order, at the Motion 
and Deſire of the Commiſſioners, according to Precedents of former Times, 
* that one of the Clerks of the Council (to which Purpoſe Sir Clement Edmonds, 
Kt. was named) ſhould repair to the Town of — the 12th Day of Au- 
on 600 next enſuing, to be preſent at the Aſſembly and Meeting of the Commiſ- 
ſioners of Sewers of thoſe Parts; to the end that having, as an indifferent Par- 
* ty, fully informed himſelf, upon View of all the Outfalls, and Information of 
the Country, of the true State of that Affair, he may either, upon Conference 
* and Debate of the Differences, accommodate the ſame as ſhall be expedient, 
or otherwiſe make Report thereof to the Board, that thereupon ſuch final Or- 
der may be taken, as ſhall be found moſt requiſite for the general Good and 
* Safety of thoſe Countries. 

And it is farther ordered, That a ſufficient Number of the Commiſſioners 
* of every the ſaid Counties do meet at Huntington at the time appointed, and 
* attend the Service from Place to Place, until Ge Outfalls be all viewed, and 
* ſuch Order taken, as ſhall be then thought expedient. 


Lan 


Concordat cum Regiſtro, 
Ex C. EDMONDES, 


« At a General Seſſion of Sewers holden at Huntington by Appointment of the 
* Lords of the Privy-Council, whereat Sir Clement Edmonds, Kt. one of the 
« Clerks of the ſaid Honourable Privy-Council. was preſent. 

At this Aſſembly of the Commons of Sewers it is ordered, That three 
* Commiſſioners of every County ſhall accompany the ſaid Sir Clement Edmonds 


© to take View of the Outfalls, and to inform themſelves of the State of the 


County in reſpect thereof, and of other Debates and Diffetences amongſt the 
pe Commiſſioners, according to an Order of the Board at Whitehall, 19. Fune, 
1618, 


The Committees agreed upon at the ſaid Seſſion to perform the {aid Service. 


Sir Francis Fane, 


| Nothanproofle) Mr. Catesby. 


Mr. Edwards. 


Mr. Carvil. 
Norfolk 15 Finc ham. 
Mr. Butler. 
Sir Oliver Cromwell. 


Huntinptonſbire Sir Robert Bevil. 
n Mr. Cromwell, Sen. 


| Sir George Manners. 

Lincolnſtire 985 William Nelly. 
Ser jeant Bawtre. 
Sir John Cuts. 

enk Sir Richard Cocks. 
Mr. Colvile. 

; Sir Miles Sandys. 

Iſle of Ely 555 Simeon Steward. 

Mr. Beneworth. 


And after Sir Clement Edmonds, in Company of theſe Commiſſioners, had taken 
a general View of the Fens and their Outfalls, he made the following Report to 
the Lords of his Majeſty's moſt Honourable Privy-Council. 
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At Hampton-Court the 29th of September, 1618. Preſent 


Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury. Mr. Comptroller. 

Lord Chancellor. Mr. Secretary Naunton. 

Lord Privy-Scal. Lord Marquis Hamilton. 

Lord Steward. Lord Chamberlain. 

Lord Marquis Buckingham. Earl of Arundel. 

Lord Admiral. 5 Lord Viſcount Doncaſter. 

Lord Viſcount Fenton. Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
Lord Biſhop of Ely. Maſter of the Rolls. 

Lord Carew. Sir Edward Coke. 


Mr. Trcaſurer, 


According to your Lordſhips Orders of the 19th of June laſt, concerning the 
Difference ariſing upon the Bernie of the Commiſſion of Sewers for the Cu 
ties of Northampton, Cambridge, the Iſle of Ely, Sc. I repaired to the Town of h 
Huntington the 12th Day of Auguſt laſt, and was preſent at a General Seſſion of 
Servers, which by your Lordſhips ſaid Order was appointed to be held at that 
place: Where moſt of the principal Knights and Gentlemen, Commiſſioners 
for thoſe Parts, were then met together. At which Seſſion, for their better 
Direction and Proceeding it was ordered, That three Commiſſioners of each 
County ſhould be choſen to view the Orrfalls, and inform themſclves of the 
true State of that Affair. | 

« And to that Purpoſe they ſhould the firſt Day go down the River Ouſe to 
Ely, and take view of ſuch Things by the way as were indifferent, or other- 
wiſe needed Reformation; and from thence the next Day down the ſaid River 
to the Outfall of Lenne, with the like View and Obſervation, 'The third Day 
from Lenne to Wisbech to ſee the Outfall of the River Nene; and there to ſtay 
two Days, as well for viewing the Drains and Sewers thereabouts, as the Out- 
The fifth Day up to Croyland, and by the way to view (Mes- 
croſs, South Fea, and other Inland Sewers The ſixth Day to Spalding, to 
view the Outfull of the River o Welland. And from thence, the ſeventh 
Day, to Peterborow, to which Place the Seffron was adjourned to receive the 
Report of that View : All which was accordingly performed by the Commit- 
tees aforenamed. Together likewiſe with my Lord Ryſſel, who tho? he came 
after the Committees were agreed upon, yet went along in the Company, and 
gave great Aſſiſtance in the Buſineſs. 

„My Lords, ——The River Ouſe coming along by the Town of Bedford, 
Huntington, and St. Ives, and ſo paſling down to his Out fall at Iynn, is a pood- 
ly fair River throughout , and from below Ely downward runneth with ſuch a 
Current, that as it is abſolutely the beſt Sewer of all that Country, fo it is by 
the great Fall of Waters thereinto, as well from the River of Grant out of 
Cambridgeſhire, as from the Drains which come out of the Iſle of Ely, much 
overcharged in Winter, and in Time of Floods, to the Prejudice of the ad ja- 
cent Parts: For Remedy whereof, former Times have provided ſonic By- 
Sewers or Slakers, and among others the Veſt- Mater at Erith-Bridge below 
St, Toes, to receive Part of the Overcharge of Water, and to eaſe the River 
where it is narrow and knare, and the Country apt to be overflow'd; and to 
carry it through the Iſle of Ely (tho! otherwiſe to their Prejudice) down again 
into the ſame River by divers Drains and Inlets, where the Channel for Breadth 
and Depth aftords better Paſſage and Conveyance to the Sea: But now the ſaid 
Weſt-Water doth run a contrary Courſe for want of cleanſing and dyking, and 
falleth into Orſ at Erith- Bridge, where it ſhould take his Courſe out, 48 ap- 
pear'd upon View of the Committees, to the overcharging of the ſaid River, in— 
ſtead of flaking or disburthening the ſame. : 

* The Country along the River Side, both in Cambridgeſhire and in the Ile, be- 
ing a very rich Soil. well inhabited, and not otherwiſe nuch troubled with Waters 
but in Winter and Time of Floods, brought many Queſtions and Differences 
into Debate concerning Banks and Sewers that had relation to Merm and Tu- 
zm, and were inſiſted upon with more Inſtance and Siding than any other Part 
cf the Buſineſs, tho more tending to the Publick: All which, upon View, 
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were order'd by the Committees, however with little Satisfaction to ſume 
Part or other, wherewith your Lordſbips may chance hereafter to be troubled. 
* Only there remaineth two Difficulties : The firſt, That whereas the ſaid 
River of Ouſe, from Huntingdon to the High-Bridge at Ely, was generally foul 
and overgrown with Weeds, ſtopped with Weres, and againſt Ely, as in other 
Parts, made ſhallow by Gravel and Forde; which they call Hardes, and in reaſon 
might to be removed for the opening of the River, and readier Paſſage of the 
Mater in Time of Floods Let it was generally acknowledged, that the remo- 
ving thoſe Impediments, eſpecially near and about Ely, would take away all 
Navigation and Paſſage by Boats in Summer-time, to the great Prejudice of 
the Bauen and Town of Cambridge; whereof the Vicechancellor, Dr. Ri- 
* chardſon, being preſent at the Seſſion at Huntingdon, made earneſt Inſtance 
that due Conſideration might be had; ſo that unleſs there could be Means 
found to make theſe Stops to be no Diſadvantage or Check in Time of Floods 
and in Winter, as the ſame are a Benefit in Summer, and a Help to Naviga- 
* tion, it can hardly be accommodated without Inconvenience, &c. 

But Mr. Atkins ſays, It 1s an Error to think that Ely Hardes do hold up any 
Water for the bettering of Navigation. My Reaſon, ſays he, is For con- 
ſidering there is always Water ſufficient for Lighters and Flat-bottom Boats to 
* paſs Joaden, and that the Body of the Water on theſe Hardes 1s more than 
double the ordinary Breadth of the reſt of the ſame River, it cannot be but 
it uttereth as much Water as the common and ordinary Courſe of the reſt of the 
River. 

* So as it may in a word be ſaid, they ſtop no Water for the bettering of Na- 
* vigation in Summer; for what they want in Depth they have in Width. 

Par the Hardes above Ely are in narrow Parts of the River, whereby they 
very much hinder the Land-floods in their Paſſage. Eſpecially thoſe about 
* Stretham, which of all others are the worſt, being Gravels laid over the River 
* on purpoſe by Cart to fetch their Fodder and Hay out of the Feng. Theſe 
© Gravels being three or four in Number do great harm to the Draining, and can- 
© not be ſaid to be any thing beneficial to the Navigation, conſidering that here 
* the Ou continually affordeth ſuch Store of Water, as there never wanteth: So 
that the whole Way of Orſe from St. Ives to Littleport may be made deeper, 
and yet never want Water. | 

And of Peres Mr. Atkins ſaith there were eight between Overcote and Harri— 
mere; which Stops, together with the Gravels laid croſs the River, and Weeds in 
the River, made the Waters of Ouſe run violently into the Weſt-Water in Time 
of great Floods. 

And the Veſt- Mater falling over Erith-Cauſey did in Fanuary 1602. drown 
Haddenham-Delphs, otherwiſe ſafe, their Banks being made of Clay mixed. 

That Weeds, Weres, Stamps, Cc. had this fatal Effect of drowning the 
Country, is too well proved in the preceding Section: And fo ſenſible of it was 
my Lord Popham, that in his Proje& for draining the Level, all thoſe Impedi- 
ments were to be removed, and, if Occaſion had required, Navigable Sluices 
were to have been made beyond the Tide-way, to hold up the Water in Sum- 
mer-time for the Service of Navigation, which could have been opened to let 
the Land-floods paſs in the Winter, But I am firmly of Mr. Atkins his Opinion, 
that none would have been wanted. 

Sir Clement Edmunds alſo farther reported, That the Weſt-Water which for- 
* merly took its Courſe out of Ouſe at Erith-Bridge, did now, as appeared upon 
* View, run a contrary Courſe for want of . and dyking, and falleth in- 
to Ouſe at Erith-Bridge, where it ſhould have its Courſe out (very much to the 
* Damage of the Iſſe of Ey in Time of Floods) and to the overburdening of 
the River inſtead of ſlaking it. 

Mr. Arkins ſays, This Branch of One was utterly decayed from Erith to Ben- 
wick, There have been divers Conſultations about the opening of it, which 
was much inſiſted on; and 'twas thought the Charge of dyking and cleanſing 
merely ſtaid it. 

When the opening of this Feſt-Mater could not be obtain'd——Smrton-lode 
falling out of the WWe/t-TWarer a Mile below Erith, and paſſing Eaſtward by Sutton 
in the Ifle, and thence by the Edge of the High-Lands and the Fens to Down- 
ham Park, and ſo to Littleport, and into the Ouſe at Littleport-Chair : This 
Branch was ordained by a Law to be opencd, But 
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Put becauſe it would weaken the Paſſage of the Weſt-IVater, by taking away 
the Head of the Water which ſhould help to maintain the whole Paſſage, and 
utterly ewertbrow all Navigation that Way, it was by a Letter procured from the 
Lords of the Council ſtaxed, and fo nothin done therein. 

And thoſe Lords wiſely conſidering, that the opening of this or that * 
lar Drain for this or that particular Part of the Country, would ſignify little or 
nothing toward the general Draining, and be in effect throwing Money away; 
their Lordfhips therefore ( and upon hearing Sir Clement Edmnund's Report) or- 
dercd. That the Earl of Arundel, Biſhop of Wincheſter, the Lord Carew, Mr. 
Treaſurer, Mr. Comptroler of his Majeſty's Houſhold, Mr. Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, the Maſter of the Rolls, and Sir Edward Cyke, or any four of them, 
\honld take Conſideration of the State of the Buſineſs, &c. and prepare ſome 
Opinion to be delivered to the Board, of what preſent Courſe might be tit to be 
taken herein. 

In purſvance of this Order, the Earl of Arundel, Sir Milliam Ayloff, Kt. Bart. 
Anthony Thomas, Eſq; and others, took a view of the Fens, and cauſed Mr. Hox- 
ham, Surveyor to the Earl, to make a Map thereof. © And they (to uſe their own 
Words) having theAſſiſtance of ſome rare Engineers which met them, and receiving 
* and making ſpecial Obſervations of theſe Countries, reſolv'd (by God's Help) at 
© their own and their Friends Charges and Expences, without raiſing or levying 
any Taxes, Contributions or Sums of Money of or upon the Inhabitants of thoſe 
© Countries, or any his Majeſty's Subjects, to venture the Enterprizing of the 
© Draining or all; or the moſt Part; yea, of many thouſand Acres of the Fens, 
or ſurrounded Grounds, and to make them dry, and to be good and profitable 
* Meadows and Paſtures, and ſo to continue, _ 

They laid this Deſign before the Privy-Council, at the Court at Greenwich, the 
17th of May, 1619. and defir'd to bave theſe following Conditions or Contracts 
to be made to them, and confirmed by good and lawful Aſſurance. 


* Of all the King's Majeſty's Lands drowned with Freſh or Salt Mater in ſeveral 
© Counties, which we ſhall recover and make dry, the Fee-Farm Rent of Four-pence 
per Acre, over and above all Rents or Revenues now in Being, or coming to his 
© Majeſty. 

* Of all the Prince's Highneſs Lands, the like Contract reſpeFively. 

1. Which are ſo drowned or ſurrounded all the Tear, to have 
two third Parts of all the ſame Lands to us and our Heirs, to 
Of all the Sub- 5 be allowed and aſſigned to hold in Severality and Perpetuity for 


jets Lands, 7 ©?" | 
| 2. And all thoſe Lands which are by half the Year's Space, 


* or more than half the Tear drowned: To have the one half of 


the ſame Lands to us and our Heirs in Perpetuity. 


* And we hope, by God's Grace, ſpeedily to drain a great Part of the ſaid 


May 17. 
1619. 


© Fens; and all, or the moſt Part, within three Years after the Contracts made 


* with his Majeſty and his Subjects, 


The King and Council approving theſe Offers, his Majeſty ſent (by Sir W:l- 
liam Ayloff and Anthony Thomas, Eſq; ) the following Letter to the Commiſſioners 


of Sewers in the Counties of Cambridge, Iſle of Ely, Suffolk, Norfolk, Lincoln, 
Northampton, Huntingdon. 


JAMES Rex. 


N lght truſty and well-beloved, we greet you well. Whereas Sir William 
* Ayloff, Kt. Bart. Anthony Thomas, Eſq;, and others, have undertaken a 


great and worthy Work at their own Charge to drain the Fens in the ſeveral 


* Counties of Cambridge and the Ifle of Ely, Norfolk, Suffolk, Lincoln, Northam- 
* pion, Huntingdon, &c. whereby a great and ineſtimable Profit and Increaſe 
will arife to this Kingdom, to the general Good and Welfare of our People: 
Beſides that, it is likely not only to diſburthen and free the ſaid Counties and 
the Inhabitants thereof from the continual Taxes and Charges, which other- 
wiſe are of Neceſſity to be laid upon them; but alſo to reconcile and utterly 
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© take away all Differences and Diſcontents hippening amongſt ſome of you 
© touching the levying of thoſe Taxes: And for that they the ſaid Undertakers 
have already concluded inPoint with us concerning therrRecompencefor draining 
© ſuch Lands as belong unto us, and our dear Son the Prince; and that their 
© Deſire is, with all Expedition, to make reaſonable Contracts with you, and 
© others of our Subjects, Owners of the Fenn-Lands, according to the true In- 
© tent of the Statute-Law in that Behalf heretofore made: We therefore have 
thought fit to recommend them and their Deſign to your eſpecial Care, requi— 
© ring you not only to aid and aſſiſt them in the preſent expediting of their Rid 
Contracts, but alſo from time to time to further them with your Authority in 
* all reaſonoble and lawful Things requiſite for the Execution of their Work, to 
the uttermoſt of your Power, and Extent of your Commiſſion, ſtraightly charg- 
* ing and commanding all Perſons whatſoever to be reſpective and conformable 
to this our Pleaſure; and if any be refractory, that you correct and chaſtiſe | 
their Obſtinacy according to Juſtice, or elſe to certify their Names unto us, or 
© our Privy-Council, that farther Order may be taken with them. 

Given at our Caſtle of Windſor the 4th Day of September, in the 17th Tear of 

our Reign of Great Britain, France and Ireland, | 


This Letter, ſign'd by his Majeſtv's own Hand, and another to the ſame Ef- 
fect, ſign'd by the Lords of the Privy-Council, were brought by the Underta- 
kers to the Commiſſioners in the Counties aforeſa1d, and were delivered to them 
at a General Seſſion of Sewers holden at Peterburgb the 8th Day of the ſame 
September. i . 

And it was there agreed, That in Obedience to the Inſtructions re— 
ceived by them from the King's Majeſty, &c. the Undertakers before ſpecified 
ſhould have the free Conſent of that Court to proceed; and likewiſe their Fur- 
therance in ſuch Contracts as they ſhould make with the Lords, Owners, and 
Commoners intereſſed in the ſaid Fens, &c. But the Court let them know, that before 
they begun any Works, the ? N ive Security that they would not impair the Na- 
vigation in the Rivers of Oule, Nene, Gc. And when they had given Securi- 
ty, they ſhould ſhew the Country the Means they intended in the draining of 
the Level, that they might be ſatisfied there would be no Prejudice of Navigation 
in the Rivers Ouſe and Gran, or Hurt done to Marſbland. If it was believed 
there would, all farther Proceedings were to be ſtay'd. 

Bnt the Undertakers deſiring that they might not be preſſed to diſcover the 
Means in every Particular, until their Agreement with the Country were made 
perfe and ſure; and the Commiſſioners having no Power to give the Underta- 
kers any Man's Land without his voluntary Conſent, and of agreeing with them; 
and on this Occaſion many Debates ariſing, that made either Side unable to come 
to a Concluſion, the Undertakers repreſented theſe Difficulties to the Privy- 
Council, and thereupon Letters were written from that Board, Feb. 29. 1620. 
to the Lords, Knights, and Gentlemen concerned in the Fens, commanding them to 

attend bis Majeſty. And accordingly they did attend. 
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April 11. At Whitehall the 1 1th of April, 1620. Preſent 


1620, 
The King's moſt Excellent Majeſty. 


The Prince his Highneſs. 


Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury. Lord Biſhop of Winton. 

Lord Chancellor. Lord Digby. | 

Lord Steward. Mr. Treaſurer, 

Lord Marq. Bucks. Mr. Comptroller. 

Lord Marq. Hamilton. Mr. Secretary Narnton. 

Lord Chamberlain. Mr. Secretary Calvers. 

Earl of Arundell. Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
Earl of Kellie. Maſter of the Rolls. 

Lord Viſcount Doncaſter. Maſter of the Wards. 


* And the Buſineſs concerning the Fens was heard at large. And for as much 
* as many Differences aroſe between the Undertakers on the one Part, and the 
I Cen- 
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© Commiſſioners of the Sewers, Owners f Lands, and others who attended in Be- 
© half of the Univer/ity of Cambridge and the Town of Lyn, to whom the Under- 
ters offered to give ſuch ſufficient Caution not to impair the Navigation in the 
© Rivers of Grant and Ouſe, as the Board ſhould think fit; Y Majeſty order'd 
that the Undertakers ſhould, upon Thurſday Morning next, exhibit in writing 
what it was they promiſed to effett : Secondly, To ſpecify what they demanded 
as Recompence for their Labour, Which Writing of theirs ſhould after be given 
to the Commiſſioners, who in caſe they ſhould not be provided for preſent 
Anſwer, a Day ſhould be given them till the Beginning of the next Term, 
* when his Majeſty and his Council would ſet a final Order betwixt them. 


Ext. ALBERTUS MORTON. 


According to theſe Orders, the Undertakers drew up Propoſals, which were 


delivered to the Commiſſioners of Sewers the 13th of April following; and are 
theſe : 


* We the Undertakers, whoſe Names are hereunder written, do really intend 
and purpoſe, at ovr own and our Friends Charges, without any Tax to be raiſed 
or levied upon the Country, effefually to drain and make dry the whole Level and 
L atitnde of the Fens in the ſeveral Counties of Northampton, Huntingdon, 
* Cambridge, and the Iſle of * Suffolk, Norfolk, and Lincoln, as the ſame do 
ie ſulject and properly diſpoſed to their natural Outfals into the Sea; but we 
mind not to vndertake the deep Meres, ſtagnate Pools or Gulphs, whoſe Depth 
© doth exceed the Deſcent of the Fall of the Waters natural Current into the 
© Sea, for that ſuch Profundities are under our Level. 

This Work once done and perfected, we likewiſe mind and plainly intend 
and undertake, with our like Charge, Care and Providence, and with Aſſurance 
of competent Land for ever to ſtand liable and bound thereunto, to maintain 
and repair the Works, which ſhall be the Means of the Draining, and thereby to 
make the ſame drained Lands ſo to continue dry in ſuch Plight and Form as uſual- 
ly River-Meadows are; wherein we deſire all honeſt and plain Conſtruction 
hereof by the Country, | 

The Time wherein, by God's Permiſſion, we intend to effect this Draining, 
ſhall be three Years from and after a perfect Bargain, Contract and Agreement 
had and made by his Majeſty, and accepted by us, for ſuch Parts and Por- 
tions of the Fen-Lands, as ſhall be a meet and competent Recompence to us 
and our Friends adventuring with us, for our Merit, Induſtry, Pains, Travel, 
Charge and Adventure in ſo great a Buſineſs. The ſame Lands which are fo 
ſet out for our Recompence, to be directly and apparently made known and 
ſet out by Metes and Bounds in Severalty, and ſufficiently aſſured to us and 
our Heirs and Aſſigns for ever, in due Form of Law, before the Work be be- 
gun; vpon Condition to be void for Default of doing, and in no wiſe to be received 
by us or our Heirs or Aſſigns, till from and after the TVork be done. 

* Toward this Work of Draining, as we have formerly declared for the bet- 
ter Content of the Country, ſo we now revive and declare the ſame our Reſo— 
lution to be, that we will open the ancient and natural Outfalls of Nene and 
Welland, and make their Rivers navigable from the Sea as high as Wisbech and 
Spalding, the ſame being utterly ſilted and loſt, and not to be recovered with- 
out an intinite great Charge, by the Opinion of the moſt judicious Commiſſioners 
of Sewers: But how far the opening of theſe Outfalls ſhall tend to the Per— 
tection of our whole Work, we hope we need not. to declare. 

* And for all other Means which we intcnd, or ſhall uſe, therein we humbly 
deſire that we may not be preſſed to diſcover, until our Agreement be made 
perfect and aſſvred ; And then, as our Duty is, we will abide his Majeſty's 
* Pleaſure therein. 

: * In theſe our Proceedings to, and in our Work of Draining the ſaid whole 
. Level of the Lens, we ſhall not forget, nor in anv wile neglect to perform the 
: Preſeroation of the River between Cambridge and Lyn, according to his Ma- 

' Jeſſy's 1 m. not to hurt the Navigation thereof. As alſo that we ſhall not 

„ prejudice the Port or Haven of Lyn, otherwiſe than as we have often expreſſed 
our {elves to the Country, That Rn by opening the ſaid cther Outfalls 
« ae” 
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of Nene and Welland draw the Exceſs of Waters, which improperly have now 
their Courſe to the Outfall of Lyn, to their own more proper and natural 
Outfalls of Spalding and Wisbech ; which is no wrong, but rightful and juſt to 
do. 

* In Recompence whereof, we do make our particular Demand of Parts and 
* Shares out of the particular Fens within the Level aforeſaid, ſo far forth as we 
can get Knowledge of them, having little Inſtruction or Information from the 
* Owners or Dwellcrs there, who rather wholly endeavour to conceal the ſame 
from us. And therefore, ſaving and reſerving to us and our Heirs and Aſſigns 
* ſuch Right or Intereſt, as ſhall or may accrue or belong unto us by the Bargain 
* which we ſhall make for, or unto any other Parcel of Fens within the ſaid Le- 
vel herein omitted, and not expreſled : 

We demand as followeth : 


c 
— 
c 
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Tour MAJESTY'S 
Humble Subjefs, 


WILLIAM AYLOFFE, 
ANTHONY THOMAS. 


The DRMAN PDS. 


I. Rurrough Great Fen — One Third Part. 
2. Burrongh Little Fen, Eye and Flag Fen- —— One Sixth Part. 
3. Crowland Fen, three Pieces —One Fourth Part. 
4. Thorny Fens — —ä ͤ—ꝛb— ——One Half Part. 
cs Cent UI a Fen, Bacon ant Thyoctoes. - - Fee One Third Part. 
6. Fens on both Sides of March River, between Darcy-lode . 
on the South, and Needham Fen North 2 gTwo third Parts. 
7. Wittleſey Fen——— — — — One half Part. 
8. Stanground— — - ———— One Fifth Part. 
9. Ramſey Fers— —————— One Half Part, 


10. Huntingdon Fens on the Weſt of Ramſey by the River of Nene 

on the North up to * and he Skires on the South ang V. Na Half Part. 
11. Huntingdon Fens from Erith-Bridge up to Ramſe the : 

Weſt Water, and the River of Nene Eaf * Farr g — One third Part. 
12. Donnington Fens in common — — — One Half Part. 
13. Donnington Fen in Several — One Sixth Part. 
14, Fens between the Teſt Water Weſt, Sutton-lode in the Ifle 

of Ely, and C wry Drain South, Ox Willow-lode Eaft, Cox-lode 

and Chatteris-lode North; together with Chatteris Fens on 
the other Side to Donnington — — — 


fon Third Part. 


15. Hunny Fen — — — One Tenth Part. 
16. Sutton and Haddenbam Fens One Eighth Part. 
17. Grunty Fen | — One Third Part. 


18. A Fen by Sutton lode and Coveney, between Downham Hards--One Fourth Part. 


19. Downham Wod-Fen, and other Fens of Ely, between Little- 
ven Grounds and the Ouſe, Ey Uplands and Searlerree-lode—$ One Half Part 
20, Littleport Fens on both Sides the Ouſe ——————- One Third Part. 


21. Other Fens between Darcey-lode North, and Welney River Eaſt-One Third Part. 
22, Fens in Upwell and Outwell— One Half Part. 
23. The Fens between Welny River and Welny Cauley — One Half Part. 
24. The Hale, and Mr. Hawes's Fen - — — — ne Half Part. 
25, Fens on the North of Stoke River, from: Stoke Bridge to | 

the great River between Helgay and Stoke — FOne Fourth Part. 
26, Fens between Stoke River North, and Brandon River 3 One Fourth Part. 
27, Fens between Brandon River North, Mildenhall River South, 

and Littleport Fen Weſt —— — ; OneThurdPart. 
28, Fens between Mildenball River and the great River up to 

Harrimere, and the Uplands of Iſſebam, Fordbam, and So- gOne Fourth Part. 


„rn mummm, — 
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29. Sohbam Fens by TW:cken Hards South ——— —— One Sixth Part. 
30. Fens between Mieten Hards on the South, Homing Fen, Ons Fourth Pare 
ui, and the River Grant Weſt — — — 
3 kene on the South of Qri, compaſſing about Fulborne Field-One Fourth Part. 
2 >. Fens between the River of Grant Eaſt, and the Hards )One Eighth Part of 
of Milton, Waterbeach, and Denny Abby Weſt; and fof the better. 
extending Vet between the River of Ouſe on the North, 
and the Hard-land South, up to St. Ives Bridge ; and ib 


Part on the other Side the Ouſe between Erich and One Fourth Part of 


St. Ives of the worlt. 
33. Fens or drowned Lands on the North Side of Wisbech— Two Third Parts. 


n 


— I 


« The ſame Demands being proportionable, or rather leſs than the Rates and 
Parts of Lands which are already allowed and decreed to us by ſome others 
of the Commiſſioners, which are agreed and granted to us by private and vo- 
luntary Contracts made and concluded with ſeveral Noblemen, Knights, Gen- 
tlemen, and others, Owners and Commiſſioners of and for Lands in the fame 
or like Fens; which particular Contracts we have under the Parties Hands. 
All which proportionable Parts or Shares, if they ſhall be allow'd and grant- 
ed unto us, yet may the Land-Owners and Commoners undoubtedly be great 
Gainers upon the Improvement of the reſt of the ſame Fens by our Draining. 


To theſe Propoſals of the Undertakers, the Commiſſioners of Sewers in the Coun- 
ties off Northampton, Huntingdon, Cambridge, &*c. gave in their Anſwer by 
Mr. Bing to my Lord Chancellor at York-houle the 11th Day of May, 1720. as 
Followethb. 


„Our Anſwer thereunto is, That we have no Power in any due Form of 
Law to take any Man's Land from the proper Owner thereof without his vo- 
luntary Conſent. But the Authority which the Commiſſioners have by Ver— 
tue of their Commiſſion ( unto the Obſervance whereof they are ſtrictly ſworn) 
is only to rate the Charge of every particular Man toward any ſuch general 
Work, according to the Profit which every ſuch Perſon ſhall receive by the ſame : 
And for as much as *tis 1mpoſlible to be diſcerned before the Work is finiſhed, 
either who ſhall have Profit by the intended Work, or how much; the Com- 
miſſioners cannot legally procure any ſuch prepoſterous Aſſurance before-hand 
of Lands to the Undertakers, as they demand. But if the Undertakers will 
be conſtant to their firſt Propofitions, which themſelves at divers Seſſions of 
Sewers did publiſh to the Country: Which was, That they required no ot her 
Recompence for their intended Work, than a Moiety only of that clear Profit, 
which by their ſole Induitry and Charge they ſhould bring unto each particular 
Oroner of thoſe ſurrounded Grounds more than formerly was received We (hall 
be ready (as at firſt we were) to give the Undertakers all lawful Furthc- 
rance and Aſſiſtance. 
* Nevertheleſs with this Caution, that before they begin the Mort, they put in ſuf- 
* ficient Security, That they will in no Sort impair Navigation, eſpecially in - # 
"* Rivers Ouſe and Grant, F which his Majeſly ont of his ever watchful Care 
for the public Good, was moſt tender at ihe laſt Hearing; and not without 
* ſpecial Cauſe, conſidering that the principal Marts of this Realm ( by which 
the Univerſity of Cambridge, and all the Inland Connties of this Kingdom, 
are furniſhed of all Sorts of Proviſion) are principally maintain'd by the Na- 
© vigation of theſe Rivers. 
pon which Terms, if the Undertakers ſhall refuſe to go forward, we are 
then moſt humble Suitors unto his Royal Majeſty, that we may loſe no more 
time by entertaining any farther Treaty with them, but may be left to the 


ſpeedy Draining our ſelves, according to the ancient Courſe and legal Power 
of our Commiſſion, | 
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The Country having thus deliver'd to the Lord Chancellor in writinz, how 
far they would condeſcend to the Propoſals of the Undertakers, and thew'd 
their Reaſons for ſuch Points whereat they took Exception: They were hid 
before the King and Council, and his Majeſty was pleas'd to command the 


Coun- 
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Corncil to take the Premiſes into their Conſideration, and to order ſome Courſe 
for the Accommodation and Settlement thereof: And thoſe Lords did, upon a 
full hearing of the Buſineſs, agree and conclude upon the enſuing Articles: 


& 1. Firſt, That according to an Offer then made cn the Part of the Coun- 
try, good Sccurity ſhall be given to the Undertakers for a Moiety of the clear 
Profit, which by the Draining ſhall be improved upon every Man's Ground 
* above the Rate that now the ſame are valued at; and that the Security ſhall 
be partly from the Owners, and partly in caſe of Common, by the Aid of the 
Commuſlioners cf Sewers; with this Condition, that the Lands and Parties of 
each County ſhall be rated by the Commiſſioners of the ſame County. 

2, Concerning the Prejudice of Navigation in the Rivers of Ouſe and Grant, 
it is thought tit and ordered, That the Undertakers being agreed with for 
their Security in Form aforeſaid, they ſbete the Means they intend in the Drain- 
ing of thoſe Levels unto the Country ;, and thereupon if the Country find it preju- 
diciel either to Marſhland, or otherwiſe, and preſent their Reaſons to the Board, 
their Lordſhips concurring therewith, all farther Proceeding to be ſtayed. 

3. That Conſideration be had, that Particulars receive no Damage by this 
Draining, but the Owners receive Satisfaction out of thoſe that receive Com- 
modity. 

4. © That no Land ſhall contribute to this Charge that is now at 8s. per 
Acre, or upwards, cxcept it lie in ſmall Qvannties, and intermixed with other 
T.ands, that the Work cannot go on without it, and then to have a Moiety of 
Protir, ut ſrpra. 

5. [heir Lordſhips intermeddle not with any Parts of the Work that are 
alrcady ſettled and agreed upon. 

6. Ihe Undertakers, according to their Promiſe, to begin the Work within 
one Month after the Agreement ſhall be ſettled. 


cc 


cc 


Which being thus ſettled and agreed upon the laſt Day of May laſt, with 
the Conſent of both Parties, for ought appear'd to their Lordſhips; for as much 
nevertheleſs as the Undertakers have not hitherto entred vpon the Work, nor 
made any Proceeding therein, the Time of the Year requiring Expedition : 
(It being now the 12th Day of July.) It is according to his Majeſty's gra- 
cious Pleaſure and Command ordered by this Board, That the Undertakers 
{hall cither go on, according to the Articles thus agreed on at the Board, or 
otherwiſe deſiſt from that Undertaking, and hold the Country no longer in 
Suſpenſe, but to leave them to ſuch farther Courſe as ſhall be expedient. 'To 
which Purpoſe it is likewiſe ordered, that Copies of the Articles and Orders 
made at the Board in that Behalf be delivered out to both the Undertakers, 
and {vch Gentlemen as attend that Service here for the Country. 


Ex EDMONDES. 


But theſe Undertakers were not able to make a Contract for the general Drain- 
ing of the Fens, becauſe they would not declare to the Commiſſioners of Sewers, 
all the Means they intended toward the effecting fo great a Work, and notwith- 
{tanding the King and Council wrote Letters to the Commiſſioners of Sewers, 
to promote a good Underſtanding between the Country and the Undertakers; 
vet no Agreement could be made, “ therefore his Majeſty, who (as Sir Corn, Ver- 
* muiden ſays) for the Honour of this Kingdom, would not any longer ſuffer theſe 
Countries to be abandon'd to the Will of the Waters, nor let them he waſte 
and unprofitable”, did himſelf undertake (by a Law of Sewers) that great 
Work. Upon which Occaſion this * Ballad was made. 


Dum hec ita traflarentur proiit in medium cauticam quoddam ( mehercule 
hadignobile, cui titulus, The Powtes Complaint, quod ov ifi rei materiam 
nec non in Poete gramlui inſerendum dueci. 


Ome, Brethren, of the Water. and let us all aſſemble, 
, To treat upon this Matter, which makes us quake and tremble; 
For we ſhall rue, if it be true, the Fens be undertaken, 
And where we feed in Fen and Reed, they'll feed both Beef and Bacon. 
2 


S 
— 
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But, as Sir William Dugdale ſays, whether it was the great Diſturbance his 
Majeſty had about this Time, and after, till the End of his Reign, for the re- 
gaining the Palatinate, &c. or what elſe was the Impediment, I ſhall not take 
upon me to ſay: But certain it is, nothing was done during that King's Reign, 
nor until the 5. Car. 1. Then Francis Earl of Bedford, who was Owner of near 1629. 
20,0c0 Acres in Thorny and IWhirtleſey, was importuned by the Country, and by 
the Commiſſioners of Sewers, to undertake this great Work of Draining. And 
to ſecure the ſaid Earl in his Reward for ſo doing, to 9 5570 for the Security of 


Navigation, Oc. the following Law of Sewers, called Lyn Law, was made. 
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The Law of Sewers made at Lynn, 13. Jan. 1630. 


Preſent Forty One Commiſſioners. 


CAROLUS Dei Gratid Anglie, Scotie, Francie & Hibern. Rex, Fidei 6. Caroli. 
Defenſor, Gc. Omnibus ad quos preſentes Literæ pervenerint, ſalutem. 


Inſpeximus Ordinationes quaſdam ſive decreta de le Sewers indentat per quoſdam 
Commiſſionarios noſtros virtute Commiſſionis noſtre nuper ordinat. inaciat. ſtabilit. 


G decret. manu noſtra fignat in Cancellar noſtram retornat. & in filiciis ibi- 
dem de record” reſiden' in hæc verba, 


CAROLUS Rex a ceo aſſenta. 


6 T a Seſſion of Sewers at King's-Lynn in the County of Norfolk, the 13th 
Pay of Fanuary, in the Mah ear of the Reign of our moſt gracious 
* Sovercign Lord King Charles, over England, &c. touching the Draining of 
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They'll ſow both Beans and Oats, where no Man yet thought it; 
Where Men did row in Boats, e'er Undertakers bought it : 
But, Ceres, thou behold us now, let wild Oats be their Venture; 
O let the Frogs and miry Bogs deftroy where they do enter. 


Behold the great Deſign, which they do now determine, 

Will make our Bodies pine a Prey to Crows and Vermin: 

For they do mean all Fens to drain, and Waters over-maſter ; 

All will be dry, and we muſt die, cauſe Eſex Calves want Paſture, 


Away with Boats and Rudder, farewel both Boots and Sketches; 
No Need of th'one or t'other, Men now make better Matches; 
Stilt-Makers all, and Tanners ſhall complain of this Diſaſter, 
For they will make each muddy Lake for Eſſex Calves a Pafture. 


The feather'd Fowls have Wings to fly to other Nations, 

But we have no ſuch things to help our Tranſportations: 

We muſt give place, O grievous Caſe, to horned Beaſt and Cattle, 
Except that we can all agree to drive them out by Battel. 


Wherefore let us intreat our ancient Water Nurſes, 

To ſhew their Power ſo great to help us drain their Purſes; 

And ſend us good old Captain Flood to lead us out to Battel, 

Then Two-penny Jack with Scales on's Back will drive out all the Cattle. 


This Noble Captain yet was never known to fail us, 

But did the Conqueſt get of all that did aſſail us: 

His furious Rage none could aſſuage, but to the World's great Wonder, 
He bears down Banks, and breaks their Ranks and Whirligigs aſunder, 


God Eolus, we thee pray, that thou wilt not be wanting ; 

Thou never ſaidſt us nay, now liſten to our Canting 

Do thou deride their Hope and Pride that purpoſe our Confuſion, 
And ſend a Blaſt that they in haſte may work no good Concluſion, 


Great Neptune, God of Seas, this Work muſt needs provoke ye; 
They mean thee to diſeaſe, and with Fen- Water choak thee : 
. Bur with thy Mace do thou deface, and quite confound this Matter ; 
And ſcnd thy Sands to make dry Lands, when they fhall want freſh Water, 


And eke we pray the Moon, that thou wilt be propitious. 
To ſee that nought be done to proſper the Malicious : 


Tho' Summer's Heat has wrought a Feat, whereby themſelves they flatter ; 
Yet be ſo good to ſend à Flood, left Efex Calves want Water. 
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„ 
the Fens and Low Grounds within the Counties of Northampton, Norfolk, 
Suffolk, Lincoln, Cambridge, Huntingdon, and the Ifle of Ely, within the Li- 


mits of this Commiſſion, holden in the Preſence of the Right Honou- 
rable Frantis Earl of Bedford, and before Sir Robert Heath, Kt. his Majeſty's 
Attorney-General; Sir Miles Sandys, Kt. and Bart. Sir Jobn Carlton, Bart. 
Sir Robert Beavil, Kt. of the Bath; Sir John Cutts, Sir Fobn Peyton, Sir Ro- 
hert Bell, Sir Jobn Hare, Sir Jobn Poolye, Sir Thomas Derham, Knights ; 
Dr. Henry Butts, Vicechancellor of Cambridge, Henry Smith , D. D. 
Henry Cromwell, Jun. Sinolpbus Bell, Fobn Percival, Mayor of the Town of 
King*s-Lynn:, Francis Parlet, Everar Buckworth, Thomas Edwards, Edmund 
Slip worth, Humber flon Marck, Thomas Dawes, Andrew Burrel, John Oldfield, 
Thomas Deerham, William Leake, Gregory Gawſell, Robert Gawſell, Thomas 
Drury, Thomas Croſs, William Hobſon, William Heyward, George Clapthorne, 
Eſquires, and others, to the Number of Forty and One Commiſſioners of 
Sewers, then and there aſſembled by Authority of his Highneſs Commiſſion 
of Sewers to them, and others directed. 

It is ordered, enacted, adjudged and decreed as followeth : 

« Whereas that great and worthy Work of Draining the Marſhes, Fens, and 
ſurrounded Grounds, lying and being within the Precincts and Limits of the 


* Commiſſion of Sewers for the Counties of Northampton, Lincoln, Norfolk, Sf 
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« folk, Cambridge, e and the Iſle of Ely, was firſt propounded in the 


Time of the Reign of King James of bleſſed Memory, and in the 19th Year 
of his late Majeſty's Reign; and at the Town of Cambridge, at a general 
Aſſembly of the Commiſſioners of Sewers there for thoſe 338 his then 
Majeſty having declar'd by his Royal Letters, that be himſelf would undertake 
the ſaid Work at his own Charge, 

For the Satisfaction of his Majeſty's great Expence in that 2 the Quan- 
tity of One Hundred and Twenty Thouſand Acres of the ſaid «ſb, Fenny, 
25 and ſurrounded Grounds, was by an Ad of Sewers then made, decreed 
to be aſſigned unto bis Majeſty, bis Heirs and Succeſſors, to be allotted out, held 
ard enjoyed in fuch manner, as by the ſaid AF of Sewers is particularly and at 
large expreſſed. ; 

* But his late Majeſty, or his now Majeſty, by reaſon of their other great and 
more important Occaſions, nor any other in their Behalf, have hitherto taken 
the ſaid Work in hand; whereby the ſaid AR, and all the Intentions thereof, 
became hitherto fruitleſs and void. GEAR 

And whereas his now Majeſty taking into his princely Conſideration the 
miſerable Eſtate of that whole Country, which of late hath been more 
ſurrounded with Waters than ever in former Times, to the Hazard of thoſe 
Parts thereof which formerly yielded ſome Profit, unto the extreme Danger 
of the Perſons and Eſtates of the Inhabitants of the Places near adjoining, 
and of rendring the Work almoſt 1mpoſlible to be done, if in time the ſame 
be not undertaken and proſecuted effectually, hath ſeveral times recommend- 
ed the ſame to the eſpecial Care of the Commiſſioners of Sewers, And 
whereas in Performance of ſo gracious an Intention unto them for their own 
private, and for the publick Good; the Commiſſioners of Sewers, at a Seſſion 
of Sewers holden at Huntingdon the 20th Day of January, in the fifth Year of 
his now Majeſty's Reign, for the Preſervation of the ſaid Work, did lay a Tax 
of ſix Shillings the Acre upon all and every the ſaid Marſh, Fenny, Waſte, 
and ſurrounded Grounds, to be paid within a certain: time then appointed, 
and now long ſince paſt in the ſaid mentioned Act expreſſed ; which 
Tax or Sum of fix Shillings the Acre, nor any Part thereof, was paid accord- 
ing to the ſaid Act. And whereas at a Seſſion of Sewers held at King's-Lynn 
in the ſaid County of Norfolk, upon the firſt Day of September now laſt paſt, 
the Commiſſioners of Sewers then and there aſſembled, being forty ſeven in 


Number, on behalf of themſelves and the reſt of the Country, did contract 


with Sir Cornelius Vermuyden, Kt. That be the ſaid Sir Cornelius ſbould at his 
own Charge undertake and perform the Draining of the ſaid Marſh, 
Fenny, Waſte, and ſurromded Grounds, in ſuch ſort as hereafter in and by theſe 
Preſents is expreſſed. And that he the ſaid Cornelius bis Heirs and Aſſigns 


* fbould for bis and their Recompence have and enjoy 90, ooo Acres, Parcel of the 


* ſaid Marſh, Fenny, Waſte, and ſurrounded Grounds, to be allotted and affigned 
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ae into bim equally and indifferently, in ſuch Sort, Manner and Form, as bereafier 
« is and by theſe Preſents "ra be expreſſed. And whereas he the {aid Cornelius 
Vermuiden hath upon a Map or Card deſcribed the ſaid Fenny, Marſh, Waſte, 
and ſurrounded Grounds, and the Outfalls thereof, by Lines or other 
Deſcriptions; and alſo by writing expreſſed and ſet down to the Commiſſioners 
of Sewers, what Drains, Saſſes, Sluices, Banks, Cuts, and other Works he 
« intended to make for the Draining of the ſaid ſurrounded Grounds, which 
was well approved of by the ſaid Commiſſioners now preſent, And he was 
contented to have undertaken the ſaid Work, ſo as he might have had 95000 
« Acres in all to be allotted and aſſured unto him for his Charges and Pains, and 
not otherwiſe. But the faid Commiſſioners and Country being un- 
willing to enlarge the Qyantity or Number of Acres unto him, and the Coun- 
try, by their ſeveral Petitions remaining with the Clerk of the Sewers, ſhew- 
ing much Unwillingneſs that any Contract ſbould be made with an Alien born, 
or any other Stranger. And being humble Suitors to the Right Honourable the 
Earl of Bedford, now preſent, that for ſo great and ſo noble a Work, ſo much 
concerning the whole Country, and his Lordſhip alſo in bis own particular, would 
be the Undertaker thereof , which Motion proceeding ſo freely from the 
Country, and being ſeconded by the Defires of all the Commiſſioners now preſent, 
bis Lordſhip yielded unto, and did agree to undertake the ſaid Work. Now the 
ſaid Earl, accotding to the Agreements in theſe Preſents expreſſed, doth promiſe 
and undertake, that be ſhall and will do his beſt Endeavour, at bis own Charge, 
to drain the ſaid Marſh, Fenny, Waſte, and ſurrounded Grounds, in ſuch man- 
ner, as they ſball be fit for Meadow, or Paſture, or Arable; and ſhall 
begin the ſaid Work this preſent Tear, and continue and go on with the ſaid 
Work without Ceſſation, except at ſuch times only as ſhall be unſeaſonable for 
„that Purpoſe, until the whole Work ſhall be fully fimſhed ; and that by God's 
„ Bleſſing he will fully finiſh the ſame within the Compaſs of fix Years, to be 
«* accounted from the ſirſt Day of Ofober now next enſuing, unleſs he be hin- 
* dred by the Interruption of the Country, or ſome others by their Means, 
* Conſent, or Procurement, or by ſuch other caſual Means as the Comanſlio- 
ners of Sewers, or the greater Number of them, in their judgment 
* ſhall approve to be juſt Reaſons for the farther deferring thereof: And rhe ſaid 
Earl to bade no Recompence 1. his Charge and Pains, otherwiſe than according 
to the true Meaning of theſe Preſents bereafter expreſſed. But becauſe the ſaid 
* ſurrounded Lands are ſo ſpacious, and many Parts thereof lye fo far diſtant 
* from the Sea, and from the ſeveral Outfalls, as that it is impoſſible to con- 
* trive the Works ſo, but that a great Part of the ſaid now ſurrounded 
Lands will be overflown with ſudden Waters, until by Outlets or otherwiſe 
the ſame can be diſcharg'd, and ſo by Drains or otherwiſe led along to the 
Outfalls. It is agreed, that ſuch overflowing by ſudden Waters, which ſhall 
not lye longer upon the Lands than in convenient time the ſame may paſs 
away again, ſhall not be held or eſteemed to be not draining thereof, accord- 
ing to the true Meanings of theſe Preſents. And it is farther enacted, adjudg- 
ed, ordered and decreed, That Meres, Mere-grounds and Lakes, and ſuch 
Grounds as ſhall, according to Art, and by the Approbation of the 
Commiſſioners, be beſt for Forelands and Receptacles of Waters, ſhall not be 
accounted to be ſuch Grounds as the ſaid Earl by his Agreement ſhould drain; 
nor ſhall be accounted any Part of thoſe Grounds by or out of which he is to 
have his Recompence for the ſaid Work. And it is enacted, ordered, adjudg- 
Jed and decreed, That the ſaid Earl ſhall have Ninety-five thouſand Acres of 
the ſaid Lands, to be indifferently allotted, aſſigned, and ſet out unto him of the 
ſeveral Sorts and Qualities of the ſaid Grounds, according. to their ſe- 
veral Natures and Gocdneſs, by fix of the Commiſſioners of Sewers, whereof 
three to be of the Quorum. Upon which ſetting out, and Alotments to be made, 
the Commiſſioners who ſhall ſet out the ſame, are to have reſpe to the Commoners, 
* that their Parts may lye next to their own Diwellings, as near as may convenient - 
ly be. And it is agreed, That the Proportion aforeſaid intended for 
and unto the ſaid Earl as aforeſaid, ſhall be allotted and ſet out before the 
Feaſt- Day of St. Michael the Archangel now next enſuing, for ſo much thereof 
= as before that time ſhall be ſurvey'd ; and for the Reſidue, within three Months 
after the ſame ſhall be ſurvey'd. And to the end that the ſaid Work of Drain- 
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&« ing being once performed and finiſhed, may be for ever after maintained; it 
js farther ordered, enacted, adjudged, and decreed, That the ſaid Commil- 
ſioners, together with the ſaid Earl, ſhall become humble Suitors to his Ma- 
« zeſty, to 1ncorporate the ſaid Earl, and ſuch as he ſhall aſſociate unto 
him, into one Body Corporate or Politick to have Continuance for ever; there- 
* by to enable them the better to make Laws, Orders, and Ordinances for the 


cc 


performing and maintaining of the ſaid Works, and to have Power over the 
Lands aſiigned to perform and maintain the ſaid Works, as hereafter followeth, 
* but over no other Lands. And that the whole Ninety-five thouſand Acres ſhall 
be entirely made liable to the firſt doing and finiſhing thereof; and that 40,000 
Acres thereof, to be indifferently affigned and ſet out for that Purpoſe by the Com- 
miſſioners as aforeſaid, ſhall be liable to the Maintenance and Continuance thereof 
for ever. And the ſaid Forty thouſand Acres to be under the Order 
and Government of the ſaid Corporation for the End aforeſaid. And upon their 
Neglect or Default, to be under the Rule, Order, and Power of the Commiſſioners 
* of Sewers for the Purpoſe aforeſaid. And it is farther ordered, enacted, ad- 
judged, and decreed, That as ſoon and as often as the ſaid Earl, or his Aſſigns, 
ſhall have laid dry, and drain'd an entire Proportion of the ſaid Land fit to be 
performed as one Work, containing the Quantity of Thirty thouſand Acres, 
or more; that then and ſo often the ſaid Earl ſhall have allotted, aſſigned, ſet 
out, and aſſured unto, and for him and his Heirs and Aſſigns, his 
Proportion or Part thereof, according to the Rate and Proportion of Ninety- 
* five thouſand Acres for the whole Work. It is farther ordered, enacted, ad- 
* judged, and decreed, that the Owners of the ſaid Lands ſhall divide and fever 
their Lands one from another, unleſs they ſhall rather deſire to lye undivided 
by ſuch ſufficient Partitions, Dikes and Fences, as ſhall be neceſſary to convey 
and carry away the Rain-Water towards the great Drains. And that ſuch Par- 
titions and Fence-Dikes, if any ſuch ſhall be made, ſhall be made by them 
in ſuch an uniform manner, as may beſt conduce to the perfecting of 
* the whole Work, by the Advice of the ſaid Earl, or of the ſaid Corporation. 
But by the Direction of the ſaid Commiſſioners, it is farther ordered, enacted, 
adjudged and decreed, That the Commiſſioners of Sewers ſhall, or may ſet 
out convenient High-ways and Paſſages by Land throughout the ſaid whole 
great Level, ſuch as by the Judgment of the ſaid Commiſſioners ſhall be ne- 
ceſſary. To make Paſſages and Drifts to and from the ſaid Lands by Bridges, 
or otherwiſe. Provided always, and it is farther ordered, enafted, adjudged, 
and decreed, That the Port and Haven of King's-Lyn ſhall be preſerved, and the 
Navigation, Paſſages, and High-ways in, 82 and about all and every 
the navigable Rivers within the Tract f this Commiſſion; as namely, the River 
of Ouſe, Grant, Neane, Welland and Gleane, ſhall be likewiſe preſerved, and 
no Prejudice, Annoyance, Hurt or Hindrance be done to them, or any of them, by 
any the means aforeſaid. And if it ſhall happen that any ſuch Prejudice, An- 
noyance, Hurt, or Hindrance ſhall be committed or done, in, upon, 'or about any 
of the ſaid Navigable Rivers contrary tothe Meaning and Intent of this Lam; 
then we Complaint made thereof, it ſhall and may be lawful, 1 time to time, 
for Eight of the ſaid Commiſſioners, whereof the Vicechancellor of the 
Univerſity of Cambridge for the time being, and the Mayors of King's-Lyn 
* aforeſaid and Cambridge for the time alſo being, ſhall be Three, if they will be 
* preſent, to reform, abate, proſtrate, and amove all ſuch Prejudices, Annoyances, 
* Hurts and Hindrances, and every of them; ſo that the ancient Navigation, Paſ- 
** ſages and High-ways may be reſtored and continued in, upon, and about the ſaid 
10 Navigable Rivers, as heretofore hath been uſed and accuſtomed, any thing in 
* this Law to the contrary, in any ways notwithſtanding. And it is farther or- 
© dered, enacted, adjudged, and decreed, That for the Safety of Holland, Hun- 
* dred of Wisbech, and other Parts thereabouts, Clmws-croſs Drain ſhall 
be kept within Soil or Banks; or if any Prejudice ſhall happen thereby, 
that Sx 75 the Commiſſioners ſhall from time to time reform the Exceſſes; or elſe 
that the ſaid Earl, or his Aſſigns, thall make Recompence for the Loſſes which 
© ſhall happen thereby, to the particular Owners of the Lands thereby annoy- 
ed. It is farther ordered, enacted, adjudged, and decreed, That the new Ri- 
vers, Cuts and Drains to be made by the ſaid Earl and his Aſſigns, and the 
** Banks thereof, and the Forelands on the Infide of the Banks, not exceeding 
I fifty 
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ſifty or threeſcore Feet at the moſt in Breadth, ſhall belong and be 
unto the ſaid Earl, his Heirs and Aſſigns, in reſpe& he and they are to inain- 
tain the ſame, he and they paying for the ſeveral Lands of any particular 
Owner thereof ſuch Recompence as the Commiſſioners ſhall think tit. And 
that there ſhall be no Paſſages made or ſuffered by, or upon the ſaid Banks, ex- 
cept only for towing of Boats along the fame, in ſuch ſort as ſhall be allow'd 
by the Commilſlioners. But it is ordered, enacted, adjudged, and decreed, 
That the old and ancient Rivers and Drains, and the Fiſhings thereof, ſhall be 
and continue unto the Owners thereof in ſuch fort as formerly they 
did, or hereafter ſhall of right belong; only they ſhall not thereon, or there- 
upon, make, erect, or maintain any Weres, Fiſh-grates, Dams, or other Impe- 
diments, whereby the River or Paſſage of the Water may be bindred; which if 
at any time they ſhall do, and the ſame be not removed and abated by them- 
ſelves within ten Days after Monition to that Purpoſe given by the ſaid Cor- 
poration, that then the ſaid Corporation by the Warrant of the Commiſſioners 
of Sewers, or any two of them, ſhall cauſe the ſame to be removed, accord- 
ing to the Law of Sewers, at the Charge of thoſe who erected or continued 
thoſe Nuſances. And it is farther ordered, enacted, adjudged, and 
decreed, That the ſaid Earl, his Aſſigns and Workmen, may freely take ſuch 
Earth, and dig and make ſuch Drains and Cuts for the making and maintain- 
ing of all and every the ſaid Works, of and from the Lands next, or near ad- 
joining to the Place, as ſhall be needful; making ſuch Allowance and Re- 
compence for the Damage which may 57 9 thereby to any private Perſon 
by digging of his ſeveral Land, as the ſaid Commiſſioners ſhall adjudge to be 
juſt and equal. And if any riotous or unlawful Act ſhall be committed, either 
openly or ſecretly, to the Deſtruction of any Part of the ſaid Works, 
or to the Hindrance or Impediment thereof; the ſaid Commiſſioners ſhall 
from time to time aſſiſt the ſaid Earl, his Aſſigns or Workmen, to repreſs and 
ſuppreſs all ſuch Inſolencies and Diſturbances ; and ſhall either, at their Seſli- 
ons or otherwiſe, do their beſt Endeavours to diſcover and ſeverely puniſh the 
Offenders. And it is farther ordered, enacted, adjudged, and decreed, That 
the Owners, Farmers, and Occupiers of all ſuch Grounds or Banks, as ſhall 
have and receive Benefit or Eaſe by theſe Works, and vet no Part of their 
Lands ſhall be taken or allotted towards the making vp of the {aid Vinery-tive 
thouſand Acres, ſhall contribute and pay unto the ſaid Earl, his Heirs 
or Aſſigns, ſuch Sums of Money as the ſaid Commiſſioners, or any fix of them, 
whereof three to be of the Quorum, ſhall rate, aſſeſs, and adjndge to be rea- 
ſonable ; having reſpect to the Profit which they and every of them reſpective- 
ly ſhall receive by means of the ſaid Works, upon pain to forfeit double the 
Sum for every Month by which it ſhall be unpaid. And the ſaid Earl doth 
deſire, and the ſaid Commnlſſioners for his better Encouragement do promiſe 
and agree, that they will become humble Suitors with him the ſaid Earl unto 
his Majeſty, that the Ninety five thouſand Acres, to be aſſianed and 
aſſured to him, his Heirs and Aſſigns for his Recompence as aforeſaid, may 
be held in free and common Soccage, and not otherwiſe, and without paying 
any Rent thereto, or giving any Recompence for the ſame unto the King's Ma- 
jeſty, his Heirs or Succeſſors, other than a Fee-Farm Rent of Ten Pounds by 
the Year; and if that any other Rents are, or ſhall happen to be iſſuing or 
payable out of the {aid Nincty-five thouſand Acres, or any Part thereof, to 
his Majeſty, or to any other Perſon or Perſons, Body Politick or Corporate, 
the ſame from the time of the allotting, aſſigning and aſſuring there- 
of unto the ſaid Earl, his Heirs and Aſſigns, as aforeſaid, ſhall be charged up- 
on the Reſidue of the Lands, out of which the ſame are or ſhall be iſſuing : 
and the Part or Proportion allotted and afligned to the ſaid Earl, his Heirs and 
Aſtzns, for his Recompence as aforcſaid, to be thereof diſcharoed or ſaved 
harmleſs for ever. And to the end the ſaid Earl may the more confidently un- 
dertake and perfect the ſaid Work, and be aſſured to enjoy the ſaid Ninety- five 
thouſand Acres, as the Fruit and Recompence of his Labour and Charge, 
and that the Country may alſo be the better aſſured to have and enjoy that Bene- 
fit by the ſaid Work, which they expect in the Reſidue of the ſaid Lands now 
ſurrounded, in lieu of ſo great a Quantity and Proportion of Land, mhich they 
are to part with as aforeſaid: It is Han agreed, and fully concluded by 
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and between the ſaid Commiſſioners and the ſaid Earl, that they ſhall become 
e humble Suitors to the King's moſt Excellent Ma ny: That his Majeſty would 
« vouchſafe to releaſe, under his great Seal, all Benefit which he might 
challenge by the ſaid Law of Sewers made in the 19th Year of the Reign of 
„King Fames, and by any other Law or Decree of Sewers; and to approve of 
and confirm this Act and Decree, and by his Royal Leave ſigning the fame, to 
declare his Royal Approbation thereof and Aſſent thereunto, and fo to recom- 
« mend it to the Right Honourable the Lord-Keeper of the Great Seal, that it 
may in due Form of Law be confirmed by the Decree of the Honourable 
Court of Chancery. And that his Majeſty would alfo vouchſafe to recommend 
Wit to the Right Honourable the Lords and others of his Majeſty's moſt 
* Honourable Privy-Council, that it may there be ordered as Matter of State, 
© not to be altered or impeached, having received the Approbation of that Ho- 
* nourable Board. And that whenever a Parliament ſhall be called, and a Bill 
being then preferred to the Two Houſes of that High Court of Parliament, 
* and the ſame be then ) as a Law, his Majeſty would be graciouſly pleaſed, 
for the full and final Confirmation thereof, to give his Royal Aſſent thereunto; 
and that his Majeſty will be graciouſly pleaſed, for theſe his Royal Favours 
vouchſafed to this poor diſtreſſed Part of his Country, which can receive no 
Help or Relief but by his Royal Hand in giving Light to this Law, 
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to accept of the Quantity of Twelve thouſand Acres, Parcel of the ſaid Ninety- 
five als 4. to he aſſured by the ſaid Earl, or his Hells uf the King's 
** Majeſty, his Heirs and Succeſſors, to be held and enjoy d by them for ever, freed 
M and diſcharg'd of and from all Right, Title and Intereſt of Common, or other- 
* wiſe, to be claimed or demanded by the ſaid Earl, or by any other Perſon or 
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one or two entire Pieces or Quantities out of ſuch of the ſaid ſurrounded 
Lands, as now are Parcel of the Manor of V hittleſey, or other Ma- 
nors thereunto adjoining; which Qvantity of Twelve thouſand Acres the 
ſaid Earl and Country, by an unanimous Conſent, do humbly offer to his Ma- 
jeſty, as a thankful Acknowledgment of his gracious Favour in recommend- 
ing the ſaid Work, and perfecting the ſame with his Royal Favour and Aſſent 
as aforeſaid. Provided always, and it is laſtly ordered, enacted, adjudged, 
and decreed, That when it ſhall fall out that the ſeveral Lands, or half ſe- 
«* veral Lands of any Owner ſhall lye in ſuch ſmall Proportions together, as 
do not exceed the Quantity of thirty Acres in any one Piece together, 
whereby it ſhall or may be inconvenient and overchargeable to provide a pro- 
portionable Part thereof to be allotted to the ſaid Earl, his Heirs and Aſſigns, 
and ſevered out from the Reſidue of the ſaid Parcels of Land, which are to 
remain to the Owner and Owners thereof: That in every ſuch Caſe, the ſaid 
* Earl, his Heirs or Aſſigns, at his or their own Choice, ſhall either have the 
* Land in Kind allotted unto them, and to be ſevered out by them; or ſhall 
have ſo much Recompence in Money paid to him or them for the ſame, as ſix 
of the ſaid Commiſſioners, whereof three to be of the Quorum, ſhall 
* reaſonably value the ſame to be worth; ſuch Money to be paid within three 
Months then next following; or elſe in Default of Payment thereof, to incur 
the Penalty of twenty Shillings for every Acre of the ſaid ſmall Proportion of 
Land, and fo after that Rate for every three Months the ſame ſhall be unpaid. 

In Witneſs whereof, the Commiſſioners above-named have hereunto put 
„their Hands and Seals the * Day and Year above-written. 

This Law being made, the Earl of Bedford fell in hand with the Work; and 
the better to purſue this noble Undertaking, he took in divers Participants, vis. 
Oliver Earl of Bolingbroke, Edward Lord Gorges, Sir Robert Heath, Sir Miles 
Sandys, Sir William Ruſſel, Sir Robert Bevill, Sir Thomas Terringham, Sir Phil; 
Vernat, William Sams, Doctor of Law; Anthony Hammond, Eſq; Samuel Spald- 
ing, Andrew Burwell, Gent. Sir Robert Lovet, &c. who were to raiſe Money for 
carrying on the Work proportionable to the Number of Shares each had, each 
Share being 4000 Acres. And they began the Work; and in order to carry off 
the ſuperfluous Water wherewith the Fens was much annoy'd, cauſed theſe ſe- 
veral Canals to be made, vis. 
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» I have printed this Law of Sewers in this place at large, becauſe it was this Lay that gave Life to 
the Undertaking for a general Draining. | 


? Bed- 


Perſons whatſoever. The ſaid Twelve thouſand Acres to be laid together in 
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Redford River (now call'd Old Bedford) extending from Fit to Salrers-lgde, Hi He. 
Foe with = 21 Miles long, to take off the high Floods from the River 
Ouſe, and placed at each End thereof a Sluice of great Strength. 
Sams Cut, from Feltwell to Ouſe, 20 Feet broad, and ſix Miles long. 
A Cut to drain Mildenhall River in Burnt Fen near Littleport, 40 Feet wide, 


d two Miles long. | | 
5 Broif's Lone own Whittleſey Mere to Guybirn, 40 Feet wide, and 10 Miles 


long. 


Aud likewiſe made a great Saſs at Well-Creek End, at Salters-lode, ro keep 
rhe Tides out of that River. 


And to the end they might accompliſh this ſo great Undertaking, and preſerve 
the Works after compleated; : 

The faid Earl and his Participants did the 10. C. 1. obtain Letters-Patents of J. D. 
Incorporation, bearing Date March 13. which being accompliſhed, the Works 1634. 
aforeſaid were carried on; and about three Years after, in a Seſſion of Sewers 
holden at Peterborough, Offob. 12. Car. 13. the Level was adjudged Drained; and 
Ninety five thouſand Acres were ſet out by fix or more Commiſſioners unto the ſaid 
Earl of Bedford, his Heirs and Aſſigns. The Charge of the {aid Work to the 
Earl and his Participants having been One hundred thouſand Pounds, = 

But notwithſtanding this great Expence, 1t was at length evidently diſcerned, 
that tho' the Lands were very much improved by thoſe Works, yet were they 
ſubje& to Inundation, eſpecially in the Winter Seaſon : And therefore in a Seſſion 
of Sewers held at Huntingdon, 12. Apr. the Year enſuing, the ſaid Earl of Bed- 1638. 


ford's Undertaking was adjudged defective. 


ery - . . . : - - X. Charles I. 
Hereupon King Charles I. taking this Buſineſs into his princely Conſideration, 3 


and foreſeeing that if this Level of Four bundred thouſand Acres could be made king. 
Winter Lands, they would be of extraordinary Benetit to the Commonwealth, viz. 

of 600,000 l. per Ann. Valve, according to the Eſtimation of Sir Cornelius Ver- 
muyden, as allo a great and certain Revenue to all Parties intereſſed; his Majeſty 
was therefore pleaſed to undertake, at his own Charge, to make the Leve! Winter 
Grounds. 

And for the better performing thereof, he commanded divers Perſons, expert 

in ſuch Adventures, to give their Advice how theſe Lands might be made Win- 

ter Grounds, 

Amongſt theſe Artiſts was Sir Cornelis Vermuyden, a Dutchman, who had pur- 
chas'd of the King the Level of Hatfield Chace; one half of which Chace, vis. 
90,000 Acres were hurtfully drowned, and he undertook to reduce it to conſtant 
Arable and Paſture Grounds, and which he at laſt did at the incredible Labour 
and Charges of above 400,000 Pounds. They all agreed that it was feaſible, 
but differed much in the Manner or Way to accompliſh it. Sir Cornelius Ver- 
muyden his Scheme had Preference. And July 18. 1638. the King was declared 
Undertaker.——And was to have not only thoſe 95,000 Acres, which had been 
{et out for the Earl of Bedford, but alſo 57,000 Acres more from the Country, 
his Majeſty's Deſign being to make the Land good Winter Grounds. | 

And the Earl of Bedford, in Conſideration of the Coſt he had been at, was to 
have 40.000 of the 95,000 Acres. 

The King to manifeſt his earneſt and real Purpoſes for the ſpeedy Draining, 
cauſed ſeveral Works to be done, viz. oy | 

A Bank on the South-ſide of Morton's-leam from Peterborough to Wisbech » Dis Worts. 
and begun the like Bank on the North-fide. 

A navigable Saſs at Stanground. 

A new River cut between the Stone-Sluice at the Horſe-ſhoe, and the Sea be- 
5 Wisbech, 60 Feet broad, and two Miles long, with Banks on both 
eg. | 

Sluice in the Marſhes below Tidd, 1pon the Oin fall of Shire Drain. 

But here, faith Dygdale. we come to a Period of this excellent Prince's Deſigng 
For he being forced to raiſe an Army againſt the S:ors in 1638. and continuing 
the reſt of his Life involved in an unnatural War at home, the Level lay neg- 
leded; and the Country complaining they had reccived no Benefit by the Drain- 
ing, they entred upon the 95,cco Acres again, which had been taken from them. 

Soon as the King was dead, (viz. Ann. 1641.) Francis Earl of Bedford, and 1643. 
his Participants, made their Application to the then Parliament, and had their 
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Caſe committed: But the Civil War hindering them from any farther Proſecu- 
tion of this Undertaking, it occaſioned the Works made by him and by the King, 
to decay and become in a great meaſure uſeleſs, nor were there any new Works 
made 

1649. Until 1649, William Earl of Bedford, Son and Heir to the late Francis, being 
4 mor” hr willing to proſecute a Work, wherein his Father had been ſo great an Adven- 
4 Fedfor® turer, made his Addreſs in Behalf of himſelf and others his Participants to the 
king. Convention Parliament at Weſtminſler. And he obtain'd an Act (the 29th of 

May in the Year aforeſaid ) entitled, An Aci for Draining the Great Level of the 
Fens, &c. Which declared the ſaid William Earl of Bedford, and his Partici- 
pants, to be the Undertakers of the Work of Draining the ſaid Great Level, 
and order'd, * That they ſhould at, or before the 1oth Day of O#ober, which 
* ſhould be in the Year of our Lord 1656. cauſe the ſame to be drained and 
« imbanked without Prejudice to Navigation in the Rivers or Parts adjacent; and all 
the ſaid Level ſhould be made Winter Ground, in ſuch manner as the ſaid Ri- 
vers, or any of them, ſhould not overflow the Grounds within the ſaid Level. 
And for bearing the Charge of Draining, and maintaining the Works from time 
to time, ſhould have and enjoy the ſaid whole 95000 Acres, as the fame had 
<« herctofore been ſet forth in October, in the 13th Year of the Reign of the late 
King Charles I. or hereafter ſhould, by vertue of this Act, be allotted, &c. 
(See this Act at large in the Appendix.) ö 

Under the Protection and Encouragement of this Act, the ſaid Earl and his 
Participants fell in hand with the Work. 

And as King Charles I. preferred Sir Corn. Vermuyden's Scheme for Draining, 
and followed it when he imbanked Morton a-leam, ſetting the Banks in ſome 
Places a Mile aſunder for the Waters to bed in; ſo did the Earl in making the 
new Bedford River and Receptacle, But this Practice Van Weſterdyke, who was 
ſent for to view the Fens, ſays, Sir Cornelius could give him no Reaſons for. 
And Weſterdyke farther ſays ——*< If the Banks from Peterborom by Gryhirn un- 
to Wisbech, had been ſer only at a convenient Diſtance one from the other, 
and one fair Cut made for the Waters to paſs in, much Money might there- 
* by have been ſaved, and the Work had been far better; which is to be doubt- 
ed muſt yet be done at laſt; for Experience will ſhew, that Waters kept tage- 
ther in a Body paſs ſwiftly, and mend their Channel; but divided and diſperſed 
* paſs away very ſlowly, and in time loſe their Channel. 

The famous Atkins 1s of this Opinion : Speaking of the Cauſe of the then 
(1604.) Shallowneſs of Ouſe between Erith and Harrimere, he ſays, © Willing- 
* ham and Over Fens are unbank'd, which atherwiſe would force the Water to 
« grind a Channel. | 

Col. Dodſon, who writ a Piece for Draining +, (and was DireQor of the Corpo- 
ration of Adventurers Works) ſaith, p. 7. But I wiſh that thoſe Banks which are 
upon Bedford River and Mortons-leam, had not been placed at ſo great Di- 
* ſtance one from another”. And indeed many Arguments were printed againſt 
Vermuyden's Scheme *, and againſt ſetting Banks of Rivers at a great Diſtance 
aſunder, about the time of the Undertaking for Draining : I ſhall enumerate a 
few out of a Piece written by Edmund Scotten, (1n Anſwer to Vermuyden ) wha 
had been employ'd by the Earl of Bedford; publiſhed by Order of the Commit- 
tee for the Fens, and preſented to the High-Court of Parliament ||, 1642. The 
Author, p. 24. faith, © I ſhall here, in ſhort, lay down ſome general Rules for 
* draining this great Level, in ſuch manner that although all cannot, yet the 
« greateſt Part of the Fens may be made Winter Grounds; wrong none, and 
ſecure all; and the Charge not ſo great, but that they will abundantly requite 
It, 
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| + This Piece is entitled, The Deſign for the perfect Draining the Great Level of the Ens, &c. And it is 
dedicated to the above-named William Earl of Bedford. | 


* Sir Cornelius Vermuyden's Diſcourſe touching the Draining the great Fens lying within the ſeveral 


Counties of Lincoln, Northampton, Huntingdon, Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambridge, and the Ifle of Ely, &c. was 
order'd by the Committee for the great Level of the Fens to be printed, that all Men whom 1t concern'd, 
might thereby inform themſelves, and make their Exceptions againſt it, and likewiſe offer any other De- 
ſign, and they ſhould have notice to he heard. This Order is ſigned 

25. Feb. 1641. | HEN. PELR AM. 


il This Piece is entitled, 4 deſperate and dangerous Deſign diſcovered concerning the Fen Countries, 
; Let 
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« Let Rivers be made large and deep, and there will be Matter enough ari- 
fins thereout with the Indykes to make high Banks near on each Side the Ri- 


will ſhelter Cattle that lie near unto them; ſo that the Wind will have no 
Power to raiſe violent Waves againſt theſe Banks to tear them, as the others 
ſet at a great Diſtance : ſo that here 1s one main Miſchief prevented already. 
« A Second Miſchief will be hereby prevented with a Benefit in the room: 
For whereas ſuch Banks ( ſpeaking of Vermuyden's ) tho' placed at a great Di- 
tance, could be made to hold, they would reſtrain the Waters of their for- 
mer Liberty, and ſo cauſe them to riſe higher in the Meadows above than 
formerly, and ſo do much hurt; which large and deep Rivers will prevent, 
For as Toon as the Flood begins to riſe in the Rivers above the F ens, 1t finds 
ſuch full and current Paſſage to Sea, that it is taken down as it begins to riſe, 
ſo as that which would have been a little Flood before will be no Flood now; 
and therefore in Summer-time will be much advantageous to their Meadows, 
cauſing their Graſs to be leſs floated than before. | 

« A Third Benefit by large and deep Rivers, with Banks placed near the 
Sides, is this: When a great Flood comes, it finds ſuch full and current Paf- 
ſage, that it will be gone half into the Sea in ſuch time, as without ſuch Ri- 
vers it will be climbing up to get above the Superficies of the Fens between 
thoſe Banks ſo far diſtant : For until it be got aloft, it can go but ſſowly (as 
is confeſſed by Sir Cornelius) wanting the Fall it had before; and the Haſlocks, 
Reeds, Sedge, and long Graſs will hinder. the Paſſage ; and as ſoon as it 1s 
aloft, the Wind will have Power to raiſe violent Waves, which will whinder 
the Banks to pieces: For it muſt be high againſt thoſe Banks before the two 
Rivers will grind out a Paſſage; for it is four Miles between Wisbech Horſe- 
ſboe and the Sea, as he, Sir Cornelius, ſaith it will, p. 25. But there is a ſtraiter 
Paſſage before 1t comes out of the Fens beſides that. 

* Now is it not much better, that half a great Flood be ſent ſpeedily into 
the Sea, than to lye by the way tearing and rending the Banks? 

* A Fourth Benefit is — A ſmall Flood or Riſe of Water being pent up be- 
tween Banks as aforeſaid, will go with Force down a deep River, and ſo ſcour 
and keep open the Outfall, when the other loſes a {mall Flood by the way. 

* It is moſt apparent by what hath been already ſaid (continues he) that when 
the Land-Floods ſhall deſcend from Northampton, Bedford, or other Upland 
Countries, and ſhall ariſe in height four or five Feet over the Superficies of 
the Meadows, they will ariſe ſix or ſeven Feet high between his Banks, tho' 
placed at a great Diſtance between them; and when the Waters are thus aloft 
near the Top of the Banks, the Wind will have ſuch Power to raiſe violent 
Wa ves againſt them that will break them and tear them to pieces. 

From what has been ſaid, tis plain that Weſterdyke, Atkins, Dodſon, this Au- 
thor, (with many others) were of Opinion, that Vermuyden, in ſetting the Banks 
fo far aſunder, was in an Error: As indeed Experience has ſince fatally ſnewn. 
But this was not the only Miſtake he led the Adventurers into. 

Till now the ſeveral different Undertakers propos'd the ſure known Way of 
Draining, viz. Imbanking Rivers, and Sluicing Drains, as I have ſhewed. But 
Sir Cornelius Vermuyden, as he ſays in his printed Scheme, p. 2. © took Advice 
of the experienced Men in the Low-Countries, (improper Adviſers in this Caſe) 
* and did ſtudy from time to time how to contrive this Work for the beſt Ad- 

vantage. And the Effe& of their Advice and his Study was—He ran counter 
to all the known Rules of Draining. | 

It is well obſerv'd in a Piece “* printed in 1629. (p. 17.) © That 
the Dutch deſerve Commendation and Imitation for enlarging them- 
2 ſelves into the Sea, and ſecuring themſelves from the Sea by coſtly and 
a ingenious Devices. But ſuch Devices are not proper for our Buſineſs, which 
, ls to be per formed in a far different manner; the Error leading us directly to 

the Remedy, which is merely natural: For Nature hath given to all Rivers 
and Waters, as well their Courſes, Iſſues, and Outfalls into the Sea, as their 
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* Thais Piece is entitled, A Diſcourſe concerning the Drain; 
Counties of Norfolk, Suffolk, * "Ely, 


of the Fens and ſurrounded Grounds in the {lx 
Cambridge, with the N* of Ely, Huntingdon, Northampton, and Lincoln. 
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be a Shelter to the Water that ſhall run betwixt them, as a Hedge or Wall Fens. 
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* Heads and Springs. This Guidance of Nature, if we follow, and add Art as 
a 


an Aſſiſtant unto it, we ſhall, by removing the 
and by conſidering how the Miſc 
future. 
The Water that annoyeth the Pens, do firſt fill the Rivers and Drains; at 
« whoſe Iſſues being returned back by Impediment, they overflow and ſtifle the 
« whole Body of the Fens : for which there is no poſſible Remedy, but the 
opening and ſecuring the natural Outfalls; at which the whole Body of the 
« Fens will equally and ſpeedily unburthen it ſelf, and fo return to that priſtine 
Condition ſo much extoll'd in the Monuments of Antiquity. 
Sir Cornelius himſelf ſays, (p. 7.) © There is in Uſe a general Rule in 
* Draining and gaining of drowned Lands: Which is by Imbanking all the Ri- 
ders on each Side, and by leading away the Downfall by Drains and Sluices. 


uſe, avoid alſo the Effet; 
hief hath grown, learn to prevent it for the 


And this is the ordinary Way of Draining, as is uſual in all ſuch Caſes, 


But this general Rule muſt be diſpenſed with here, to fave the Expence of 
Banks at firſt, and the Charge of yearly Repairs of them afterwards. 

Sir Cornelius farther faith, —— © A great Inconvenience would be on the 
% Surith Side of Ouſe; for by imbanking of the Rivers on that Side, there 
* would be three or four Levels, the one above the other, and all of them 
* would want Fall all the Winter-time. And to lead away the Downfall of 
them, it muſt be carried by Tunnels underneath the three ſeveral Rivers of 
* Mildenhall, Brandon, and Stoke. And the Upper Level muſt of Neceſſity 
commit the Waters thereof into the next, and ſo into the Lower; and this 
Way the Water muſt go 28 Miles before it comes to the Fall; and how the 
* Downfall ſhould be brought ſuch a Length without ſurcharging the Drains 
* either in one or t'other Level, IT know not. And eſpecially here being ſeve- 
ral Brooks, the which in Winter-t1me will overtake the Downfall, and being 
* liberal with their Waters (being more than the Drains and Tunnels can ſwal- 
* low) the Level would become ſurrounded, and fo without Perfection from 
* Within. 

None of the former Undertakers for Draining were of this Opinion; nor were 
at this time Van Weſterdyke, my Lord Gorges, &c. And I cannot conceive, 
that the South Level was in Condition 1rrelievable by the common Rules of 
Draininz. For I find that when only Brandon and Stoke Rivers had their Out- 
fall by Lenne, the Channel was large enough to paſs away the freſh Waters: And 
after Great Ouſe had its Courſe to Lenne, among innumerable Preſentments from 
the Middle Level, I find but two from the Soth Level, viz. one September 26. 
1536.—“ That the Hurt and Loſs by the freſh Waters in the Hundred of Clack- 
” fe is, for that Stoke River, the Gutters, Sewers, and Drains have not been 
ws ny cleanſed and ſcoured, and kept according to the old Rule and Cu- 
* ſtom, Oc. 

The other, Pub 26, 1608. preſents, That from Stoke-Bridge for the moſt part 
to Helgay- Bridge, Stoke River is unfermed, and grown full of Weeds, to the 
great Hinderance of the Waters there; and from Helgay-Bridge to the Ouſe is 
Iikewiſe unfermed, and is very defective both in Breadth and pth. 

Here is no Complaint made of being totally ſurrounded, tho' this Level is 
the loweſt Part of all the Fens; (but more of this in Sect. 6.) And conſider- 
ing there was ten Feet Fall from the Soil of the Fens to Low-water Mark in 
the River at Salters-lode, it is evident there was too ſufficient Fall into Ouſe for 
all the Rivers of the South Level: And there muſt, as.I conceive, have been 
Depth ſufficient from the Soil of each Level to Low-water Mark, eſpecially at 
Neip-Tides, for the Downfall ; for the Low-water Mark up the River is much 
lower in Neip than in Spring- Tides; whereas down to Seaward the Low-water 
Mark of a Spring-Tide is lower than that of a Neip. So that had the Rivers 
been imbanked, there wanted only Drains of ſufficient Width and Depth ſluiced 
next the Ouſe, to drain the ſeveral Diviſions of this Level. 

But Sir Cornelius faith, © As the Rivers of this Level fall croſs-wiſe into Ouſe, 
8 wedge ut cannot be made Winter Grounds by the ordinary Way of Drain- 
ing. Oc. 


*« Therefore the principal River, which is Ouſe, may not go down through the 
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next unto Bedford River; and to ſhut the Paſſage of Ouſe, as now it goeth by a 
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croſs Bank through the River to the firm Land, and [> force it into that Courſe 
« 5 now Bedford River goeth ; whereby all the Lands below Erich will be freed 
« from the Overflowing of Ouſe. 

« And to the end that the Waters of Ouſe ſhall not annoy the Country any 
farther, the ſaid Bedford River is to be imbanked on each Side thereof, to 
« keep Ouſe within certain Bounds; the Banks thereof muſt be a great Diſtance 
« the one from the other, ſo that the Water in time of Extremity may go in a 
large room, to keep it from rifing too high; and the more, becauſe there is a 
great Diſtance of about 25 Miles from Erich before it cometh to the perfect 
« Fall. This was Sir Cornelius Vermuyden's Scheme. 

In 1650, * Bavents Weſterdyke being importuned by ſome Friends to come 
into England to ſee the Great Level of the Fens, and to give his Judgment con- 
cerning the Draining thereof, came accordingly : And having ſufficiently viewed 
the ſame, and all the Rivers that paſs through 1t, from their coming into the 
Fens to their Outfalls, gave his Opinion as followeth. 

« That the unreſtrained Overflowings of the Rivers was the principal Cauſe of Joln havents 
«* rhe ſurrounding of this Level: And this being apparently the Diſeaſe, there- \ Yen 
e fore the confining of theſe Rivers within ſufficient Banks muff conſequently in rea- . 
% ſon be the (ure: And Drains muſt be made for the Downfal Waters, and they Fens. 

« muſt have Sluices at their Outfalls. 

wt If Ouſe, continues he, had been confin'd to its old Channel by ſirait Banks, it 
had been a far better and cheaper Work; and that Cut of Bedford River would 
have been of ſingular Uſe, as a Capital both for Draining and Watering all 
that Part of the Level; and it is a diſputable Queſtion, notwithſtanding all 
the Charges beſtowed on the Banks of that River, whether it be not yet the 
« beſt Courſe to deſert it, and do the other Work. : 

For, faith he -—— © Theſe Sluices being ſet near Salters-lode, it will be impoſ- 
* ſible tet hout Banks to preſerve the Lands above Ely from drowning ;, for they 
have ſo little Fall, and lye ſo far from the Outfall, that before the Water can 
in any conſiderable Meaſure ſhrink there, by reaſon of the Ebb at Salters-lode, 
another Flood will come again, and ſhut the Sluzce-Doors, 

And if Imbanking the Rivers muſt be the laſt and undoubted Way of Drain- 
ing, why ſhould ſo much Money be ſpent in the fruitleſs way of Sluicing Ki- 
"_ -winh as formerly they did at Wisbech, which is now totally deſerted as 
uſelels, 

* To ſet Sluices upon Rivers, continues Weſterdyke, is againſt the general Rules 
* of Draining; and I punctually aver, the intended Work is impoſſible to be done 
y Sluices. 

This is the Opinion Weſterdyke gave to the Lords and others Participants in The Opinias 
the ſaid Level *. One of them was my Lord Gorges, who had been concerned 9 L. Gorges, 
in this Undertaking from the firſt of it, and knew the Level beſt of any of them. A kw: 
His Lordſhip declared in writing, that it was ever his Opinion, that the better Way concerning 
of draining this South Level, ( for whoſe Benefit alone the Sluices were intended) Plains. 
is by Banks without any Sluices at all at Denver, according to the certain Rules 
of Draining, which is to imbank all Rivers and Brook Waters, and never to put 
Sluices upon ſuch Waters as have a continual Body to preſerve their Channels or 
Orurfalls from filtin 7 by Tides. | 

There were alſo ſeveral Pieces printed about this time againſt Sir Cornelius 
Vermuyden's Scheme by the Inhabitants of the Fens. One writ by a Servant of 
the then Earl of Bedford, in his Dedication to the Earl ſays—*© Whether theſe 
* my Endeavours . here prove acceptable or no, I know not; yet however J 

have declared my Opinion, and left it extant, that future Times may witneſs 
that the Danger was diſcovered. For my own part, I am confident that if this 
Deſign be pur ſued, what I have now Teritten ( that they muſt in time deſert the 
Works) one Day, by coſtly Experience, will be ae to be true. 

Theſe foremention'd Authors and great Artiſts gave their Opinion of the Pre- vermuy den- 


* k : 1 . . Scheme preju- 
1 this Scheme would be of to Draining only, that being their proper Pro- Tell, Bie- 
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* This is a Manuſcript, entitled, 4 Brief of the Obſervations and Advice of John Bavents Weſterdyke 


8 = Draining of the Great Level of the Ru, preſented to the Lords and others Participants in that Level, 
13. 1659. 


Others 
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Others there were who writ againſt it, to prove that it would be deſtructive of 
Navigation too. For Brevity's Sake I'll only tranſcribe from a Manuſcript, called, 
An An ſieer to Sir Cornelius Vermuyden's Projef, Demonſirative Reaſons why 
the Draining of the great Level, as intended by Sir Cornehus Vermuyden and 
Mr. Andrew Bvrwell, will be deſtrufive to. the Port and Haven of King's-Lyn, 

| and tn the Navigation up the Rivers Oule and Grant to and from Cambridge, 
Vermuyden's By the printed Project of Sir Cornelins it is apparent, that by ſtopping the 
ore projen © River Onſe at Erith, and carrying Bedford Water out at Salters-lode, which 
gatin, © ancientlv, and now runneth by Harrimere, and there meets with the River 
* Grant (both which heighten the Water over the Hards about Ely) will hin- 
der the Navigation to Cambridge, by reaſon of the little or no Water which 
will cover the ſaid Hards, : | 
* By taking away of the Waters of the River of Ouſe, by the Stop at Erith, 
and none but Grant Water left to carry Goods to Cambridge, the Navigation 
to Cambridge all Summer-tume will quite be overthrown *, &c. | 
* By Mr. Andrew Hurwell's printed Project to ſet a Saſs over Onſe at Magda- 
In Fall, is to take away the Receptacle of a wide and deep River, which 
- runneth abont 40 Miles above Magdalen toward Cambridge, whereby the Silt 
brought up by the Tide into the Channel cannot be carried back to Sea, and 
ſo the Channel will be utterly deſtroy'd +, as appeafeth plainly by theſe Ob- 


ſervatlons. ' 


cc 


* 1, There waxeth little or no Water at Lyn Town, until it runneth over all 
the Sands beneath Lyn, which are three or four Miles broad; and in four 
Hours it filleth the River up to Harrimere, which is from the Sea between fifty 
and ſixty Miles, 

„ 2. Before this River is full up to Harrimere, the Sands on both Sides the 
Channel beneath Lyn are bare, A reaſon the Water falleth three Hours upon 
the Sands before it falleth any thing at Priefts-houſes. 

** 3. So that whereas now the River from Magdalen to Harrimere being full, 
and the Sands on both Sides the Channel bare beneath Lyn, the Waters go 
back to Sea in three or four Acres Breadth, where they came in in three or 
four Miles Breadth ; and are eight Hours running out, and but four Hours run- 
ing in: So by the Straitneſs of the Channel, and the long time of running 
out, the Silt is carried back to Sea, and the Navigation and Channel by God's 
Providence preſerved. , | 

« 4 Whereas it followeth neceſſarily, that by taking away the Receptacle, 
and the great Weight of Water contain'd; not only the Port and Haven, but 
the Navigation up the River Ou, (which brancheth into twelve Counties, 
receiving thereby the Benefit of Exportation and Importation of Goods) will - 
be utterly deſtroy'd. 
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418 Thus it appears, that different Authors did at that time prove, that the Slui- 
1650. cing the River Orſe, and the executing Vermuyden's Project, would be deſtructive 
7!- P::1i.i- of Navigation and Draining. And yet the Undertakers for Draining the Fens 
e, did execute that Scheme, and Sluices were by them decreed to be made near 
Wx,"* Salters-lode croſs the River Ouſe, beneath the Mouths of Sroke, Brandon, Milden- - 
| hall, and Grant Rivers, to ſtop the Tidal Flood from putting into any of them: 
And alſo the new Bedford River was decreed to be digged from Salters-lodeto Erith, 
in Length 21 Miles; and Sluices were alſo by the ſaid Corporation decreed to be 
ſet down croſs the old Channel of Ouſe at the Hermitage near Erith, to turn the 
Waters out of their ancient Courſe down the ſaid new Bedford River, according 
to Sir Cornelius Vermuyden his Project. , f 3 
N. B. I can't help obſerving, that the Expence of executing this artificial Scheme 
was calculated at but 8ooo J. leſs than the Charge would have been of im- 
banking the natural Rivers, and following the known ſure Rules of Draining; 
and there was ſo great a Diviſion amongſt the Adventurers which Method to fol- 
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* This prov'd true; for after a Stop at Erith was made, they were forc'd to make navigable Sluices in 


Gro River to hold up Water; otherwiſe there could have been no Navigation in that River to Cam- 
ridee. 


t This has fatally proy'd true, for now the Channel is deſtroy d. 
«low, 


[ 49 ] 
low, that the Majority for Sluicing the River Ouſe was but one Vote; and that 
Majority was occaſion d by the private Intereſt of——who had ſome Lands in 
the South Level. : ; 

As ſoon as the Corporations of the Univerſity and Town of Cambridge, and 
of King's-Lyn, had Knowledge of this Decree of the Adventurers to ere Sluices 
croſs the great River Ouſe, they being apprehenſive that ſuch Sluices would ut- 
terly deſtroy Navigation, they petitioned the Commiſſioners that were 
appointed by the AQ in 1649, to judge between the Country and the Adventu- 
rers, in the moſt moving Terms againſt ſuch Sluices being built. 

Yet notwithſtanding theſe Petitions againſt thoſe Sluices foretold the Miſchiefs 
that would enſue—Notwithſtanding the ſetting down Sluices, or other Obſtructi- 
ons, in navigable Streams, is contrary to Magna Chartal|, and againſt ten or more 
Statutes of this Realm not repealed or diſpenced with Notwithſtanding the 
ſetting Sluices croſs Rivers, was own'd by FVermnyden to be againſt the Rules of 
Draining, which are, ſays he, to imbank all Rivers. Notwithſtanding Ve- 
ſterdyke and other great Artiſts averr'd, (to the Adventurers) it was impoſlible 
to drain the Fens by Sluices, and declar'd in writing, that they would be forc'd 
to deſert ſuch artificial Works, and muſt at laſt imbank the natural Rivers, —— 
Notwithſtanding the Lord Gorges, Surveyor-General of the Adventurers W orks, 
alſo declar'd againſt building ſuch Sluices. Notwithſtanding the Adventurers 
had 95,000 Acres, a full third Part of the Fens, allowed them and their Heirs 
for ever, to enable them to drain the whole by Imbankments. Notwithſtand- 
ing the Act the Adventurers obtain'd in 1649. directed, that the © Fens ſhould be 
* drained and imbanked without Prejudice to Navigation”: Notwithſtanding all 
theſe Reſtraints, Remonſtrances and Reaſons to the contrary, yet in Oppoſition to 
the Laws of their Country—to the Rules of Draining to their own Act of Par- 
liament, they did build Sluices croſs the River of Great Ouſe, at Frith, and at 

3 3 + 
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The Conſequence of which Works to Navigation and Draining, is the Sub ject- 
Matter of the next Section. 
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In the Appendix is an Abſtract of ſuch Statutes, 


er as have been made for the avoiding all Annoyances 
and Obſtructions in navigable Rivers, 
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SECT. v. 


Of Denver Sluices being erected by the Adventurers croſs the River of 


Great Ouſe near Salters-lode, beneath the Mouths of all the Nawigable 
Rivers that have their Conrſe through the South Level, and thereby ſtop- 
ping the Tidal Flood out of its ancient Receptacles. The Petition of 
Lyn and Cambridge againſt thoſe Sluices being built = - Of the ma- 


king the Hundred-foot Drain, alias, New Bedford River, and building 


Slices croſs the Ouſe at the Hermitage near Erith, and thereby turning 
the Waters of Ouſe out of their natural and deep Channel down that 
ſhallow Drain Of the ruinous Effe&s of theſe Works to Navigation 
= = - And of the many Attempts of Lyn and Cambridge toward a Relief. 


HE Corporation of Lenne hearing of the Decree of the Corporation of Ad- 
venturers to ere& a Sluice croſs the Orſe near Salters-lode, Mr. Robinſon 


and Mr. Green, Aldermen, were deſir'd to ride to Salters-lode, to learn what 
Works the Undertakers for Draining the Fens intended, which might be preju- 
dicial to Navigation, 


neregatio ibidem tent” viceſimo quarto die Marti, 1650. Bartho.Wormell, Mayor. 


This Day Mr. Robinſon and Mr. Green, Aldermen, made Report of their Jour- 


ney to Salters-lode.—At their coming thither, they found that the Undertakers 
for Draining of the great Level (according to the Act 29. May, 1649.) intend- 
ed to ſet a Sluice on the River of Ouſe; which they conceived to be much to 
the Prejudice of the Navigation of this Town. | 


by 


Whereupon for the Prevention thereof, a Petition was drawn and preſented 
Mr. Bartholomew Wormell, Mayor, and Mr. Robinſon, Alderman, to the 


Commiſſioners fitting at Wisbech the 24th Day of March.—A Copy whereof here 
followeth, as it is enter'd in the Hall-Book * at Lenne. 


(e 


To the Honourable William Lenthall, Eſq; Speaker of the Parliament; to 
the Lord Commiſſioner and Keeper of the Great Seal; the Judges of the 
Bench and Common-Pleas, and Barons of the Court of Exchequer ; William 
Earl of Salisbury, and the reſt of the Gentlemen that are Commiſſioners for 
the Draining of the Great Level of the Fens, as by Act of Parliament the 
29th of May, 1649. 


The Humble Petition of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Common- 
Council of the Town of Lenne in Norfolk, 


Sheweth, 


TH AT the Town of Lenne hath been, and is a very ancient Port Town, and 
* the Inhabitants there have no other Livelibood but by Navigation; and 
whereas they were informed, that the Earl f Bedford and his Participants have 
reſolved to ſet Sluices over the River Ouſe by Denver, or thereabouts; will ut- 
terly deſtroy Navigation at Lenne, and into ſeven or eight Counties unto which 
the River of Ouſe branches it ſelf:- For it nmft he taken for granted, that the 
Flood cannot flow higher up the River than the Sluices ; whereas now it flows up 
to Harrimer, which is twenty Miles above the Sluices, and there it waxeth two 
Foot Water every Spring-Tide; and the River of Ouſe being filled with the Flood 
twice every 24 Hours, comes down with ſuch a Force, having the Weight of the 
Freſhes upon the Flood, that it ſcours not only the River of Ouſe, but Lenne- 
haven ten Miles to Seaward from Lenne; ſo that by that means our Haven and 
Rivers are very navigable: And if the Flood-Tide be not ſuffered to flow as high 
as formerly it bath = doubtleſs our Navigation from Lenne to Sea, en, from 
enne 


* This Book has been allow'd in Evidence at Nerſolk Aſſizes before Lord Chief Juſtice Hales, 
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Of Denver Sluices being erected by the Adventurers croſs the River o 
Great Ouſe near Salters-lode, beneath the Mouths of all the Nawigable 
Rivers that have their Conrſe through the South Level, and thereby ſtop- 
ping the Tidal Flood ont of its ancient Receptacles. The Petition of 
Lyn and Cambridge againſt thoſe Sluices being built = = = Of the ma- 

king the Hundred-foot Drain, alias, New Bedford River, and building 
Sluices croſs the Ouſe at the Hermitage near Erith, and thereby turning 
the Waters of Ouſe out of their natural and deep Channel down that 
ſhallow Drain = - Of the ruinous Effe&ts of theſe Works to Nawigation 
= - - And of the many Attempts of Lyn and Cambridge toward a Relief. 


HE Corporation of Lenne hearing of the Decree of the Corporation of Ad- 

venturers to ere& a Sluice croſs the Orſe near Salters-lode, Mr. Robinſon 
and Mr. Green, Aldermen, were defir'd to ride to Salters-lode, to learn what 
Works the Undertakers for Draining the Fens intended, which might be preju- 
dicial to Navigation. 


Coneregatio ibidem tent” viceſimo quarto die Martij, 1650. Bartho.Wormell, Mayor, 


This Day Mr. Robinſon and Mr. Green, Aldermen, made Report of their Jour- 
ney to Salters-lode.—At their coming thither, they found that the Undertakers 
for Draining of the great Level (according to the Act 29. May, 1649.) intend- 
ed to ſet a Sluice on the River of Ouſe; which they conceived to be much to 
the Prejudice of the Navigation of this Town. | 

Whereupon for the Prevention thereof, a Petition was drawn and preſented 
by Mr. Bartholomew Wormell, Mayor, and Mr. Robinſon, Alderman, to the 
Commiſſioners fitting at Wishech the 24th Day of March.—A Copy whereof here 
fol loweth, as it is enter'd in the Hall-Book * at Lenne. 


To the Honourable William Lenthall, Eſq; Speaker of the Parliament; to 
the Lord Commiſſioner and Keeper of the Great Seal; the Judges of the 
Bench and Common-Pleas, and Barons of the Court of Exchequer ; William 
Earl of Salisbury, and the reſt of the Gentlemen that are Commiſſioners for 
the Draining of the Great Level of the Fens, as by Act of Parliament the 
29th of May, 1649. 


The Humble Petition of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Common- 
Council of the Town of Lenne in Norfolk, 


Sheweth, 


(e 


THAT the Town of Lenne hath been, and is a very ancient Port Town, and 
* the Inhabitants there have no other Livelibood but by Navigation; and 
whereas they were informed, that the Earl 4 Bedford and his Participants have 

* reſolved to ſet Sluices over the River Ouſe by Denver, or thereabouts; will ut- 
terly deflroy Navigation at Lenne, and inte ſeven or. eight Counties unto which 

* the River of Oule branches it ſelf:- For it nnft be taken for granted, that the 
Flood cannot flow higher up the River than the Sluices ,, whereas now it flows up 
to Harrimer, which is twenty Miles above the Sluices, and there it waxeth two 
* Foot Water every Spring-Tide; and the River of Ouſe being filled with the Flood 
twice every 24 Hours, comes down with ſuch a Force, having the IWeight of the 
Freſhes upon the Flood, that it ſcours not only the River of Ouſe, but Lenne- 
haven ten Miles to Seaward from Lenne; ſo that by that means our Haven and 
Rivers are very navigable: And if the Flood-Tide be not ſuffered to flow as high 
as formerly it bath . doubtleſs our Navigation from Lenne to Sea, and from 
| Lenne 
This Book has been allow'd in Evidence at Nerfo!k Aſſizes before Lord Chief Juſtice Hales, 
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Lenne to Cambridge, and to other Countries, will be utterly loft, and of no Uſe 
« at all; ſo that it will not only be the Ruin of your Petitioners, but the undoing 
* of many in ſeveral Countries. | 
They moſt humbly pray, that there may be no Sluices ſet upon the River 

of Ouſe to hinder Navigation. And they ſhall ever pray. 


Alſo this Day Mr. Mayor and Mr. Robinſon reported the Anſwer of the above- 
ſaid Commiſſioners to the ſaid Petition, which was to this Iiftect : 
That nothing ſhould be done to the Prejudice of Navigation of Lenne, and 
Cambridge; and that if the ſaid Sluices were to the Prejudice of Navi- 
gation, they ſhould be pulled up again. 


A Petition was alſo delivered from both the Corporations of the 'Town and 
Univerſity of Cambridge, as followeth : 


A Copy of a Petition delivered by Thomas Buck, on the Behalf of the Univerſity 
and Town of Cambridge, unto the Lords and others Commiſfroners for Draining 
the Great. Level of the Fens, at their Meeting and Seffion at Peterburgh, upon 
the 24th Day of March, Ann. 1650. 

4 To the Right Honourable the Lords, and other the Commiſſioners for 
the Draining the Great Level of the Fens. The Humble Petition of 
the Vicechancellor and Heads of Colleges in the Univerſity of Cam- 


rem together with the Mayor and Aldermen of the Town of Cam- 
bridge, 


Sheweth, 


HAT whereas by an Ad for the Draining of the Great Level of the Fens, Petition of 
cc | 8 . 7 Cambridge 
bearing Date the 29th of May, 1649. it is ordered, That the ſaid Work, , ainſt build- 

fo much ae 2. to the public Good, may proceed and be proſecuted with Fuſtice, ing Denver 
« Fquity, and Effect; and whereas it is in the ſame Aci in ſpecial provided, that Yu: 
« the (oil Work be done without Prejudice to the Nawipation in certain Rivers 

therein named, whereof the Rivers of Grant and Ouſe are two, principally con- 
frder'd : Your Petitioners being informed by the Works already begun, fd intended 
to be proſecuted, the Navigation in the ſaid two Rivers, as to the Conveyance 
from Cambridge to the Town of Lenne, and from Lenne thither, will be there- 
by either wholly taken away, or very much obſtrufted ;, in regard the ſaid River 
of Ouſe, which by its joining it ſelf with the River of Grant, doth many ways 
maintain the ſaid Navigation, will be altogether, or an preat Part, diverted to 
another Courſe ;, as likewiſe the Navigation between the Town of Cambridge 
and the Town of St. Ives, Huntingdon, and divers otbers by the River of Ouſe, 
will be greatly interrupted , whereby not only the ſaid Univerſity and Tu of 
Cambridge will be wholly undone, and all the adjacent Commtries greatly damni- 
* fied and impoveriſy'd, but alſo a great Prejudice will thereby befal to a great Part 
" 4 this whole Nation, by the Stoppage of the general Commerce at Sturbridgc- 
Fair. 
* Your Petitioners therefore holding themſelves bound by their utmoſt Endeavonrs 
to keep off ſo great a Miſchief' and Ruin, and ſo far as in them lieth to acquit 
themſelves unto Poſterity that they have diſcharged their Duty herein, do humbl 
beſeech your Hononrs to take the Premiſes into your ſerious and timely Confidera- 
tion, and to take ſuch Order, that ſufficient Security may be given, and ſuch Pro- 
viſion made, that we and our Succeſſors may have Cauſe to bleſs your Care and 


Fuſtice, and to pray for all Advancement to the Work. 
3 And your Petitioners ſhall, &c. 
Bent. Whichcot, Procan. 


Will. Bryan, Mayor. 


cc 


A COPY of an Order then made by the ſaid Commiſſioners upon their 
ſerious Conſideration of the ſaid Petition. 


— 


* Upon ſerious Conſideration thereof the Commiſſioners do declare, That the Un- 
dertakers are to take ſpecial Care of Navigation at their Peril, the Af of Par- 
I * lament 
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ſiameut having ſo provided for the Preſervation of the ſame. And in caſe the 
* ſaid Undertakers ſbould miſcarry therein, the Commiſſioners will then proceed to 
* "oive Sat iifaclion according to the Powers given by the ſaid Act, r to 
* the Damage the ſaid Univerſity and Town Foal receive thereby. ; 
And the Adventurers gave Security, that they would not prejudice Navigation. 


Having theſe Aſſurances given by Commiſſioners, appointed by Act of Par- 
liament to be Judges between the Undertakers and the Country, &c. and ha- 
ving Security from the Undertakers, the Corporations of Lenne and of the Uni- 
verſity and 1 own of Cambridge could not avoid ſubmitting, tho' fearing the Con- 
ſequence they with Inipatience waited the Event. 

Denver Si- And the Undertakers for the General Draining of the Fens proceeded to 

cen bu/lt 165*. erect Sluices (for ſecuring of the South Level, faith Sir William Dugdale) upon 
the River of Great Ouſe, near Salters-lode, beneath the Mouths of all the navi- 
gable Rivers that have their Ccurſe thro' that Diviſion of the Fens, viz. Grant, 
Mildenball, Brandon, and Stoke, that fell into Ouſe : Whereby the Paſſage of the 
Tide into all the ſaid Rivers, which were wont to be filled twice in every 24 
Hours, was wholly kept out for at leaſt 26 Miles of their uſual Flow, 


Lenne was ſo apprehenſive of Danger to their Navigation from theſe Sluices, 
that while they were building, ſome of the Aldermen and Common-Council 
were deſired by the Hall to go to Salters-lode, to view what Works the Under- 
takers for Draining the Fens had made, or intended to make, which might be 

1651, Prejudicial to Navigation; and Letters were order'd, Oclob. 31. 1651. to be writ 

31. 040, to the Mayor and Vicechancellor of Cambridge, and to the Mayor of Huntingdon, 

for a Meeting to conſider what Prejudice may ariſe to the Navigation, that ſo 
Proceedings may be had accordingly to preſerve the ſame. 


Lenne Regis At the Congregation there holden on Friday the 25th of Feb. 1652. it 1s or- 

Guildhall, der'd, That five Aldermen and fix Common-Council-Men, or any three or more 

Be * of them, be a Committee to conſider of the Letter and Petition of the Town of 
Cambridge concerning the Draining of the Fens, and the Damage that ma 
thereby accrue to Lenne and Cambridge. And to call ſuch Ship-maſters, Keel. 
men, and others before them, as they ſhall ſee Cauſe, in order to the framing 
a Petition to the Parliament, if there ſhall be Cauſe. 

Hence (and from many more Particulars I could enumerate) it is plain, that 
Lenne and Cambridge oppoſed all they lawfully could the Dam and Sluices croſs 
the Ouſe, which they were ſo very apprehenſive would highly affect and preju- 
dice their Navigation, 

And that this Dam or Sluice near Salters-lode, which ſhut the Tide out of its 
ancient Receptacles; together with another Dam croſs the Oyſe at the Hermitage 
near Erith, which turned that River from Erith down a new ſhallow Cut, cal- 
led Bedford River, or Hundred-foot Drain, to Salters-lode, many Miles out of his 
ancient Channel, (ſee the Map of Bedford Level) was really and immediately 
prejudicial to Navigation, is but too eaſily proved. For 


l Before the Sluice at the Hermitage was made, great and conſtant Commerce and 
%% Ne: Trading was held between Cambridge and St. Ives, Huntingdon, St. Neot, Bed- 
gion, ford, and Places adjacent; but immediately after erecting that Sluice, which 


turned the Waters of Ouſe down the Hundred-foot Drain, the River from Harri- 
mer to Erith, which is about eleven Miles, was laid dry, by which all Naviga- 
tion and Trade by Water between Cambridge and Huntingdon, &c. was and is 
intercepted and turned at leaſt thirty Miles about. 

In all the Rivers, Grant, Mildenball, Brandon, and Stoke, the Waters were ſo 
ſcanted by reaſon the Tides were ſtopp'd by Denver Dam and Sluice near Salteys- 
Denver Sluice lode, and hindred from putting up into thoſe Rivers; (ſee the Plan of Denver 
prejudicial 19. Sluice) and by reaſon the Bedford Waters were ſtopp'd out of their old Chan- 
alle nel at Frith, that the Navigation was, and is much more difficult than former— 
ly, and more chargeable, and in many Places they could not fail at all (where 

formerly they could) for want of Water, | 
FAO the Petitions and Allegations particularly of Brandon and Thetford wit- 
nels, 


To 
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To the Right Honourable the Lords and other the Commiſſioners for the 


regulating of Matters touching the Draining of the Great Level of the 
Fens, 


The humble Petition of the Owners, Commoners, and Inhabitants 
of the Town of Brandon, alias Brandon-Ferry in the County of 


Norfolk, 
Humbly ſheweth, 


« THAT, &c. (after Complaints about their Fens being taken from them) and 
your Petitioners alſo ſbew unto your Honours, by reaſon of ſome Stops 


Navigation of 
Brandon pre- 
judiced by the 


„ made hy the Adventurers the Tides, which till of late did freely flow Undertakers 


« within few Miles 4 the ſaid Town ;, or by reaſon of ſome other Works of the 
Adventurers, the Navigation to the ſaid Town, which heretofore, till very late- 
* ly, hath been of great Benefit and Advantage to the ſaid Town of Brandon and 
* Parts adjacent, and by which many Families in the ſaid Town have their only 


* Livelibood and Subſiſtance, is now become almoſt quite uſeleſs, 
May it therefore, &c. 


* The 9th Article of the Allegations of the Inhabitants of the Town of Brau- 
* don fa, Their Method of Draining is a great Hindrance to us (being a Water- 
* Town, and many Families having their only Livelihood by the Water Trade) in 
c reſpe@ of Navigation; for thoſe Keels which formerly came upto Brandon- Bridge 
* laden with twenty Chaldrons of Coals, are now forced, to their * Trouble, 
Charge, Loſs of Time, and other Damages, to empty their Coals many Miles 


* off out of their Veſſels, and bring them up in Lighters. 
Therefore, &c. 


To the ſame Effe@ are the following Afidavits : 


| * I, Dmond Ruſſel of the Borough of Thetford, in the County of 
Borongh of 9 7 * Norfolk and Syffolk, Gent. aged 77 Years, or thereabout, 
Thetford 57 © maketh Oath——That he, this Deponent, hath lived with- 
in the Borough aforeſaid ever ſince he was born: And that it 
is about 60 Years ſince he uſed firſt to go down to Lyn, as a Waterman in his 
Father's Boats; and that he himſelf hath uſed the Trade of a Waterman and 
Merchant for about 45 Years: And that he, this Deponent, does remember 
the Building of Denver Sluice; and that before the ſaid Sluice was built, he, 
this Deponent, did remember that the Tide did {well as far as Ebilton-lode, 
being within eight Miles of the aforeſaid Borough of Thetford, by reaſon 
whereof the Waters did ſwell ſo much at the aforeſaid Borough, that he, this 
Deponent, hath had his Barges, as alſo known other Mens Barges with about 
ten Chaldron of Coals in them, come up to the Chriſtopher's Bridge ſo called, 
being a Bridge within the Borough aforeſaid. And this Deponent farther faith 
That by reaſon of the building of the ſaid Sluice at Denver, it hath fo ſtop ped 
the Tide, that our River is ſo low with Water, that we cannot now come up 
to Town with above two or three Chaldron of Coals at the moſt, in a Lighter, 
when the Water is higheſt by reaſon of Floods; and with much leſs when the 
Water is low by reaſon of Draught. And farther he faith not. 


* Francis Ruderbam, of the aforeſaid Borough of Thetford, aged 66, and has 
lived there ever ſince he was born, made Affidavit to the ſame Effet——ſay- 
ing, he remembred Barges come up to Chriſtophers-Bridge aforeſaid, loaden 
with 14 or 15 Chaldron of Coals, before Denver Sluice was erected; but ſince, 
except 1n great Floods, with not above two or three. 


JoN AH BROWNINO, Mayor. 


P Such 


Works, 
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Such Complaints there were made againſt theſe Works, on account of their 
prejudicing Navi ation, immediately after they were erected. But notwith- 
ſtanding theſe and many more Petitions and Remonſtrances made to the Com- 
miſlioners aforeſaid, at their Sitting at Peterborough and Ely, as well from Fen- 
men as Watermen, and as well from the Inland Towns as the Navigable Towns; 

2% Lin ad- yet however theſe Works being done, and done by Colour, or Pretence atleaſt of 

e ral an Act of Parliament, the ſaid Petitioners were not relieved by the Commiſſio- 
ners. And the ſaid Commiſſioners did at Ely, in March 1653. ad judge the Fens 
drained, tho' the Country objected that it was the Drineſs of the Seaſon, and 
not the Undertakers Works, that had drained the Fens, and ſo deſired a reſpite 
of the Adjudication, but could not obtain it; the Undertakers pretending their 
Works had done it. But when at the ſame time the Prejudices to Navigation 
were urged, then it was the Drineſs of the Seaſon had occafion'd them, and not 
their Works; and ſo the Adventurers made Advantage, of Providence, both in 
the good and bad Effects of that dry Seaſon: But certainly, if notwithſtanding 
the Drought, the Trial was then thought competent enough to adjudicate the 
Fens drained by them; by as much Reaſon, the Trial was as competent to have 
adjudged by whom the Prejudices complain'd of were done to Navigation; for 
in the greateſt Droughts within any Man's Remembrance, when the Fens were 
as dry as they were at the Adjudication, yet the like Prejudices to Navigation 
were never known, as ſince the Undertakers Works, DEE 

Theſe Prejudices increaſing, and no Relief being to be obtain'd from the Com- 
miſſioners appointed by the Act 1649. for regulating Matters relating to the Fens, 
the Univerſity and Town of Cambridge extiibited the following Petition. 


To the Supreme Authority of the Nation, the Parliament of the Common- 
wealth of England. 


The humble Petition of both the Corporations of the Univerſity 
and Town of Cambridge, | 


Sheweth, 


Natigatin HA whereas by an Ad of Parliament of the 29th of May, 1649. (entitled, 
of 3 T7 An Ad for the Dita the Great ite o the ens it is enacted and 
Fat © ordained, That William Earl of Bedford. and his Participants and Adventu- 
ters Works, © rers, bis and their Heirs and Aſſigns ſhall, at or before the 20th of October, 
* which ſhall he in the Tear of our Lord 1656. cauſe the ſame to be drained and 
* imbanked without Prejudice to the Navigation in the Rivers of Welland, Nene, 
Grant, Ouſe, Brandon, Mildenhall, and Stoke, or the Parts adjacent; where- 
4 of the Undertakers #. appointed and declared, have divers times 1 your 
& Petitioners to have ſpecial Care, and aſſured them that their whole Undertaking 
* was engaged for it, Tet ( may it pleaſe your Honours) ſo it is, that by their 
* Works, Slnices, Safſes, and a new narrow Cut near Ely; and by their turning of 
* the River Ouſe out of its ancient Courſe, they have ſo abated the Water in the 
* River of Grant running from Cambridge to Lenne, and floppea for above twen- 
* ty Miles the Tide, which before came up to Ely; and ſo impeded the Paſſage of 
« Veſſels in the ſaid River, that (beſide what farther Charge and Inconvenience is 
* juſtly feared will bereafter happen ) the Price at preſent of the Freight or Carri- 
* age of all Commodities brought up by that River, is raiſed to more than a third 
«* Part above what it was ever formerly within the Memory of any Man living; to 
* the great Damage of the Univerſity and Town of Cambridge, and the Counties 
* adjoining : For the preventing and Remedy whereof, we have made our Addreſſes 
* by humble Petition to the Commences {or the Draining of the Great Level of 
* the Fens, who notwithſtanding baue paſſed Fudgment, that the Level is drained 
according to the Ad of Parliament, altho' our Grievance is continued, and daily 
increaſeth. 
'*, May it N pleaſe your Honours to take the Premiſſes into your ſerious Con- 
** fideration, and ſo to order that due SO may be made for our Damage hi- 
** therto, and that ſufficient Security for the future may be given for the Preſerua- 
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0 der, which is of general Concerument, as in your great Wiſdom and Care for the 


« publick Good ſhall ſeem juſt and equal. FE 
g RY | And your Petitioners ſhall ever pray, Oc. 


La. Seaman, Procan. ade wha PICKERIN, Mayor, 
Ge. C. | 


Theſe Petitions, Allegations, and Affidavits undeniably prove the ill State of 
the Navigation in all the Rivers above the Sluice immediately after the erecting 
thereof: And at the Sluice it ſelf, there was either Delay or Danger, and often 
both. For the Watermen muſt either ſtay till about Level-Water, or elſe in 
paſling through, the Fall of the Waters being oftentimes ſteep and ſwift, three ot 
four Veſſels were within a Year and half ſunk in that Sluice paſling through it. 
And the Sluice-doors were often ſtopped for five or fix Days together by the 
Current of Bedford River, or Hundred-foot Drain; and during that time there 
could be no Paſſage by Boat. 
Beneath the Sluice to Lenne-haven, and thence to Sea, the Navigation was ſo Navigation of 
much prejudiced, that the Corporation of Lene, after much Application made -" 8. 
and Money ſpent, finding that they ſhould not be relieved by the Commiſſioners, derrakers 
addreſs'd the Lord Protector of the Commonwealth of England, and receiv'd Works. 


from his Highneſs this Anſwer. 


Gentlemen, 


I Receiv'd yours, and cannot but let you know the good Reſentments I have of your 

Reſpecls; aſſuring you that I ſhall be always ready to manifeſt a tender Love and 
Care of you, and your Welfare, and in particular of that Concernment of yours re- 
lating to Navigation. Commending you to the Grace of God, I remain 


Your Loving Friend, 
Whitehall, Jan. 30. 1655. | 
Or.1veE nr Protector. 


But I ſuppoſe nothing was done; for Arg. 29. 1654. it was ordered at a Con- 1654. 
gregation then held in the Guildhall Lenn Regis —— That Mr. Recorder be deſir'd 
to draw up a Petition to the next Parliament for Redreſs of the Prejudices done to 
their Navigation by the Fen-Drainers. And October 16. the Petition was read in Lyn petitiens 
the Hall, and ordered to be handed and made ready to be ſent up to the Parlia- „,, 
ment, which was accordingly done. gms 
The ſaid Petition ſets forth, That the Port of Lyn is an ancient, uſeful Port, 
and had belonging to it about fourſcore Sail of Ships and Barks employ'd for the 
Trade of Salt, Coal, Fiſh, and other Neceſſaries; with which Commodities ten 
ſeveral Counties are ſupplied, more or leſs, from that Pott, by the Benefit of ſe- 
veral navigable Rivers that had their Outfall at Lyn. 
That the Navigation up into all the ſaid Rivers has been always free, open, 
eaſy, and with ſmall Expence to the Countries. | 
That the Road or Channel to Seaward hath had competent Breadth and Depth 
without Danger. | 
This was the State of the Navigation-——But of late the Uridertakers for 
Draining, &c. have erected a Saſs or Sluice near Salters-lode upon the great Ri- 
ver Ouſe, beneath the Mouth of moſt of the navigable Rivers that fell into it; 
whereby the Paflage of the Tides into all the ſaid Rivers, which were wont to 
be filled twice in every four and twenty Hours, is wholly kept out for at leaſt 26 
Miles ſhort of their uſual Flow, which occaſion very great Prejudice to Navi- 
gation ; which Prejudice has ſo much increaſed ſince the Petitioners Addreſs to 
the Commiſſioners ſitting at Ely in March 1650. that in all Probability the Saſs 
or Sluice will in a ſhort time be the total Deſtruction of their Navigation. 
The Words of the Act for Draining are, that William Earl of Bedford, &c. 
ſhall eauſe the ſame to be drained and imbanked without Prejudice to Navigation in 
the ſaid Rivers (that is to ſay, of Ouſe, Grant, Mildenhall, Brandon, Stoke, and 
Nene, of which Complaint is now made) or Parts adjacent. 
This is their Power, and the Reſtriction and Qualification of 1t. 


Ard 
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And if the Undertakers can with any Confidence inſorm the World, as they 
do, that they have drained the Fens (which is the Work they undertook) tlie 
Petitioners crave Leave to aſſute them, with as much Confidence, and more 
Truth, that it is not done without Prejudice to Navigation. 

And that is but modeſtly ſaid; for in ſome Places it is not without a total and 
irrecoverable Loſs of it; in many Places not without great Difficulties and Dan- 
gers, and in all Places not without new and exceſſive Charges, and other Diſcou- 
ragements. | 2 HA zi: 19:3 

It 18 very obſervable, as a moſt demonſtrative Argument'of the Prejudice al- 
ready done to Navigation, that the Port of Lyn hath heretofore had above four- 
ſcore Sail of Ships and Barks, from 200 Tun downwards, belonging to it; that 
theſe Ships did maintain at leaſt 1500 Seamen and Watermen, that did con- 
ſtantly attend upon that Navigation; and that there was a conſtant Built of 
Ships in that Town ſufficient to make good that Stock: Heretofore they have 
been able to make fifteen Voyages at leaſt in a Year to Newcaſtle for Salt and 
Coals, and ſometimes eighteen ; which was no more than ſufficient to ſupply the 
Countries; and they were conſtantly taken off their Hands. 

It is proved, that the Navigation up the Rivers is now ſo bad, and theWater-Car- 
riage ſo tedious, that if the Ships belonging to the Port ſhould make as many Voy- 
ages as heretofore, all the Veſſels that belong to the Rivers cannot now 23 up 
above eight of thoſe Voyages in a Year , ſo that the Price of Freight and Com- 
modities 1s now at Cambridge raiſed near upon one half Part: All which muſt ne- 
ceſſarily occaſion Navigation it ſelf to go juſt half in half leſs than what it did 
before. | | | | | 

Theſe are ſome of the Petitioners Proofs of Prejudice, and the Undertakers 
for Draining are the Authors of theſe Prejudices, principally and molt fatally by 
their Dam and Slutce made near N en which ſtops the Freſh (that is left) 
from falling down when they liſt; and alſo hinders the Tides and Floods from 
Sca from running up into the old natural Receptacles, and returning back as they 
uſed to do: For want whereof, the River, Haven, and Channel 1s choaked up 
with Sea Sand, | 

To demonſtrate this to be the Cauſe, it muſt be laid down as a Principle, 
which the Undertakers themſelves will not deny, That no Inland Harbour what- 
ſoever can poſlibly be preſerved without a fulliczent Back-Water to ſcour 1t out, 
and keep it open. 

The Freſh Waters alone are not of themſelves ſufficient for that Purpoſe ; for 
when they come to Lyn-haven, and below, where the Channel was wont to bear 
half a Mile Breadth, they are loſt in ſo large a Room, and have but little Power 
or Strength to do Service, as Sir Cornelius Vermuyden in his Diſcourſe in Print 
well obſerves, 

The Freſh Water then not being ſufficient, it is plain that the large Indraughts 
of the Tides and Floods from Sea, and the Waters that were carried up with 
them into the ſaid ſeveral Rivers, (as into ſo many convenient Receptacles or- 
dained by Nature for that Purpoſe) which filled the ſaid Rivers up in the Coun- 
tries twice in every 24 Hours, and returned as often with long and forcible Ebbs, 
were the principal and effectual Means of preſerving the Rivers, Haven, and 
Channel open, fit for Navigation: And it was effected by a natural Cauſe. 
For by that time the Flood from Sea was run up into the Country as high as it 
uſed to flow, the Ebb was more than half ſpent at Lyn-baven, and reduced into 
the Compaſs of the Channel; ſo that the Flux of the Tide, which came in in 
three or four Miles room in ſome Places, moſt of it returning again in the nar- 
row Compaſs of the Channel, muſt needs be ſuppos'd in every Man's Reaſon to 
fall back with ſuch exceeding Weight, Power, and Efficacy, as to be highly capa- 
ble of ſcouring out any Obſtructions that might lye in the way. 

But now the Dam being made near Szlters-lode, which is but ſixteen Miles 
from Lyn-haven, the Tides are thereby cut ſhort of their ancient Receptacles of 
four or five Rivers at leaſt, 26 Miles in ſome of them, which is more than half 
the Way that the Tides did formerly flow up into the Countries; and they find- 
ing a Reſiſtance there, they make a Stand until the Flood be almoſt half run; by 
which means the Silt and Sand which the Tides bring up in great abundance, 
have time given them to fall and ſettle, which they do as the Undertakers them- 
ſelves have demonſtrated——They ſay, That the violent Motion of the Flood 
* ceaſing, the Soil or Silt being weighty, immediately ſettles”, But before (the 
I Sluices 
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gluices were built) being kept always in violent Motion, either flowing or re- 
flowing with the Waters, they were carried out as faſt as they were brought in, 
and never ſuffered to ſettle, Therefore the ſtopping of the Tides by the Dam 

d Sluice near Salters-lode, whereby they were hindred from flowing into the 
Rivers, and making there a ſufficient Stock of Back-W ater to grind out the Out- 
fall as formerly, 1s the chief Cauſe of all our Prejudices and Inconveniencies. 
And this is fafther moſt plainly rov'd, in that the Records and Experience of 
all formet Ages witneſſes the Width, Depth, and Goodneſs of the River, Ha- 
ven, and Channel, to the very time of thoſe Sluices being erected; which ſaid 
River, Haven, and Channel, from the ſaid Sluices to Sea, are, in about one 
Year's time fince their building, fo filted up, that in the River they cannot diſ- 
patch above one Voyage now, in the time before they might have made three, 

In the Haven where they had before eight or ten Feet at Low-water, it is now 
a dry Sand. 

bs he Channel and Road beneath the Haven, where 1t was near half a Mile 
broad, and of a Depth convenient, now a Ship can ſcarce turn up. 


They pray a Prevention of theſe Inconveniencies, by timely removing the 
Cauſes and Obſtructions (which they conceive to be 


rincipally the new 
Shuice) and by reſtoritig the ancient Receptacles, and Freedom. of the Ri- 
vers. 


The Adventurers, by way of Defence, to juſtify themſelves againſt the Peti- 
tioners Complaints before the Parliament, made the following Objections, to 
which the following Anſwers were given. 


Object. 1. That inſtead of the old little Rivers, they have given another new Tye Aden 
River, called Bedfotd River, which is as large and open, and a Receptacle at leaff _ oe 
equivalent, if not hettet than what they have taken away : That the Tides do flow fad! 


x . | ſaid Petition of 
as high into the Country as formerly, with this Advantage, that they flow and re- Lyn. 


turn now in a ſtrait Channel inflead of a crooked. : 

Anſwer. The Bottom of this new River lies much higher than the Bottom of 
the old Channel-—The Flood or Tide is half ſpent before it reaches the Bot- 
tom of it, and the Undertakers muſt needs equivocate when they ſay, the Tides 
do flow as high into the Countries as formerly: For it is proved, that the Tides 
put up before Denver Sluices were built, 26 Miles at leaſt above thoſe Sluices ; 
and this new River 1s not above 21 Miles long 1n all, and of that the Tide puts 
up not above 12 Miles at Spring-Tides, and at ordinary Tides not above three 
Mites, by reaſon of the aſcending Situation of the River; therefore is by no 
means a Receptacle equivalent to the old Rivers — The meaneſt Watermen 
know that a crooked Channel keeps up the Water, and is very helpful and ad- 
vantageous to Navigation; whereas in a right Channel, eſpecially upon a riſing 


Grotind as this is, the Waters ſhp away much faſter, and leave the Bottom of it 
almoſt dry. 


Object. 2. It was the Drineſs of the Seaſon, and not the Undertakers Works, 
that had prejudiced Navigation ; for if the Springs are dry, the Stream muſt needs 
0 


fail. ——That the City of London do not petition, in regard the Navigation of the 
Thames was never ſo bad. 


Anſ. In the greateſt Droughts within any Man's Remembrance, when the 
Fens were near as dry as they were at the Adjudication ; yet the like Prejudices 
to Navigation were never known, as ſince the Undertakers Works. Dry Sea- 
ſons may pofhbly prejudice Navigation, where it depends merely upon Land- 
Springs or Waters; but where the Stock of Water that ſhould preſerve Naviga- 
tion comes from the Sea, the Drineſs of the Seaſon can do little hurt, if the Sea- 
Floods may be permitted to have their Flow; for it is moſt apparent, that in 
the drieſt Years the Sea-Floods keep their uſual Marks, and flow as high, and 
ſome time higher than at other times: Witneſs ſome Tides this laſt Year, which 
were as great as have been known in any Man's Remembrance. If the Under- 
takers ſhould make a Dam over the Thames at London- Bridge, or Greemwich, ſo as 


the Tide ſhould be permitted to paſs up no higher, the Petitioners would then 
think 
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And if the Undertakers can with any Confidence inform the World, as they 
do, that they have drained the Fens (which is the Work they undertook) the 
Petitioners crave Leave to aſſure them, with as much Confidence, and more 
Truth, that it is not done without Prejudice to Navigation. 

And that is but modeſtly ſaid; for in ſome Places it is not without a total and 
irrecoverable Loſs of it; in many Places not without great Difficulties and Dan- 
gers, and in all Places not without new and exceſſive Charges, and other Diſcou- 
ragements. | | | 175 VS 

It is very obſervable, as a moſt demonſtrative Argument of the Prejudice al- 
ready done to Navigation, that the Port of Lyn hath heretofore had above four- 
ſcore Sail of Ships and Barks, from 200 Tun downwards, belonging to it; that 
theſe Ships did maintain at leaſt 1500 Seamen and Watermen, that did con- 
ſtantly attend upon that Navigation; and that there was a conſtant Built of 
Ships in that Town ſufficient to make good that Stock : Heretofore they have 
been able to make fifteen Voyages at leaſt in a Year to Newcaſtle for Salt and 
Coals, and ſometimes eighteen ; which was no more than ſufficient to ſupply the 
Countries; and they were conſtantly taken off their Hands. 

It is proved, that the Navigation up the Rivers is now ſo bad, and theWater-Car- 
riage ſo tedious, that if the Ships belonging to the Port ſhould make as many Voy- 
ages as heretofore, all the Veſſels that belong to the Rivers cannot now carry up 
above eight of thoſe Voyages in a Year; fo that the Price of Freight and Com- 
modities is now at Cambridge raiſed near upon one half Part: All which muſt ne- 
ceſſarily occaſion Navigation it ſelf to go juſt half in half leſs than what it did 
before. | | 

Theſe are ſome of the Petitioners Proofs of Prejudice, and the Undertakers 
for Draining are the Authors of theſe Prejudices, principally and moſt fatally by 
their Dam and Sluice made near "x Hg by which ſtops the Freſh (that 1s left) 
from falling down when they liſt; and alſo hinders the Tides and Floods from 
Sca from running up into the old natural Receptacles, and returning back as they 
uſed to do: For want whereof, the River, Haven, and Channel 1s choaked up 
with Sea Sand, | 

To demonſtrate this to be the Cauſe, it muſt be laid down as a Principle, 
which the Undertakers themſelves will not deny, That no Inland Harbour what- 
ſoever can poſlibly be preſerved without a fallcient Back-Water to ſcour it out, 
and keep it open. 

The Freſh Waters alone are not of themſelves ſufficient for that Purpoſe ; for 
when they come to Lyn-haven, and below, where the Channel was wont to bear 
half a Mile Breadth, they are loſt in ſo large a Room, and have but little Power 
or Strength to do Service, as Sir Cornelius Vermuyden in his Diſcourſe in Print 
well oblerves, 

The Freſh Water then not being ſufficient, it is plain that the large Indraughts 
of the 'Tides and Floods from Sea, and the Waters that were carried up with 
them into the ſaid ſeveral Rivers, (as into ſo many convenient Receptacles or- 
dained by Nature for that Purpoſe) which filled the ſaid Rivers up in the Coun- 
tries twice 1n every 24 Hours, and returned as often with long and forcible Ebbs, 
were the principal and effectual Means of preſerving the Rivers, Haven, and 
Channel open, fit for Navigation: And it was effected by a natural Cauſe. 
For by that time the Flood from Sea was run up into the Country as high as it 
uſed to flow, the Ebb was more than half ſpent at Lyn-haven, and reduced into 
the Compaſs of the Channel; ſo that the Flux of the Tide, which came in in 
three or four Miles room in ſome Places, moſt of it returning again in the nar- 
row Compaſs of the Channel, muſt needs be ſuppos'd in every Man's Reaſon to 
fall back with ſuch exceeding Weight, Power, and Efficacy, as to be highly capa- 
ble of ſcouring out any Obſtructions that might lye in the way. 

But now the Dam being made near Szlters-lode, which is but ſixteen Miles 
from Lyn-haven, the Tides are thereby cut ſhort of their ancient Receptacles of 
four or five Rivers at leaſt, 26 Miles in ſome of them. which is more than half 
the Way that the Tides did formerly flow up into the Countries; and they find- 
ing a Reſiſtance there, they make a Stand until the Flood be almoſt half run; by 
which means the Silt and Sand which the Tides bring up in great abundance, 
have time given them to fall and ſettle, which they do as the Undertakers them- 
ſelves have demonſtrated——They ſay, © That the violent Motion of the Flood 


* ceaſing, the Soil or Silt being weighty, immediately ſettles”. But before (the 
I Sluices 
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Slices were built) being kept always in violent Motion, either flowing or re- 
flowing with the Waters, they were carried out as faſt as they were brought in, 
and never ſuffered to ſettle, Therefore the ſtopping of the Tides by the Dam 
nd Shuice near Salters-lode, whereby they were hindred from flowing into the 

Rivers, and making there a ſufficient Stock of Back-Warer to grind out the Out- 
fall as formerly, is the chief Cauſe of all our Prejudices and Inconveniencies. 
And this is fafther moſt plainly prov'd, in that the Records and Experience of 
all former Ages witneſſes the Width, Depth, and Goodneſs of the River, Ha- 
ven, and Channel, to the very time of thoſe Sluices being erected; which ſaid 
River, Haven, and Channel, from the ſaid Sluices to Sea, are, in about one 
Year's time fince their building, fo filted up, that in the River they cannot diſ- 
patch above one Voyage now, in the time before they might have made three. 

In the Haven where they had before eight or ten Feet at Low-water, it is now 
a dry Sand. ; 

In the Channel and Road beneath the Haven, where 1t was near half a Mile 
broad, and of a Depth convenient, now a Ship can ſcarce turn up. 


They pray a Prevention of theſe Inconveniencies, by timely removing the 
Cauſes and Obſtructions (which they conceive to be principally the new 


Sluice) and by reſtoring the ancient Receptacles, and Freedom of the Ri- 
vers. 


The Adventurers, by way of Defence, to juſtify themſelves againſt the Peti- 


tioners Complaints before the Parliament, made the following Objections, to 
which the following Anſwers were given. 


Object. 1. That inſtead of the old little Rivers, they have given another new The Adven- 
River, called Bedford River, which is as large and open, and 4 Receptacle at leaſt m"_— 1 
equivalent, if not better than what they have taken away : That the Tides do flow | 


f ſaid Petition of 
as high into the Country as formerly, with this Advantage, that they flow and re- Lyn. 


turn now in a ſtrait Channel infiead of a crooked. 

Anſwer, The Bottom of this new River lies much higher than the Bottom of 

| the old Channel The Flood or Tide is half ſpent before it reaches the Bot- 
522 tom of it, and the Undertakers muſt needs equi vocate when they ſay, the Tides 
| s do flow as high into the Countries as formerly: For It 1s proved, that the Tides 
* put up before Denver Sluices were built, 26 Miles at Teaſt above thoſe Sluices ; 
T and this new River is not above 21 Miles long in all, and of that the Tide puts 
SB: up not above 12 Miles at Spring-Tides, and at ordinary Tides not above three 
f Miles, by reaſon of the aſcending Situation of the River; therefore is by no 
. means a Receptacle equivalent to the old Rivers The meaneſt Watermen 
* know that a crooked Channel keeps up the Water, and is very helpful and ad- 
5 vantageous to Navigation; whereas in a right Channel, ef 
| Ground as this is, the Waters ſlip away much faſter, and i 
almoſt dry. 


ecially upon a riſing 
eave the Bottom of it 


Object. 2. It was the Drineſs of the Seaſon, and not the Undentakers Works, 
that had ex Navigation; for i the Springs are dry, the Stream muſt needs 


fail. hat the City of London do not petition, in regard the Navigation of the 
Thames was never ſo bad. 


Anſ. In the greateſt Droughts within any Man's Remembrance, when the 
Fens were near as dry as they were at the Adjudication; yet the like Prejudices 
to Navigation were never known, as ſince the Undertakers Works. — Dry Sea- 
ſons may poſſibly prejudice Navigation, where it depends merely upon Land- 
Springs or Waters; but where the Stock of Water that ſhould preſerve Naviga- 


tion comes from the Sea, the Drineſs of the Seaſon can do little hurt, if the Sea- 


Floods may be permitted to have their Flow; for it is moſt apparent, that in 


the drieſt Years the Sea-Floods keep their uſual Marks, and flow as high, and 
ſome time higher than at other times: Witneſs ſome Tides this laſt Year, which 
were as great as have been known in any Man's Remembrance. If the Under- 
takers ſhould make a Dam over the Thames at London- Bridge, or Greemwich, ſo as 
the Tide ſhould be permitted to paſs up no higher, the Petitioners would then 


think 
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of Lyn reject- 
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think the Undertakers would have Cauſe to commend the Modeſty of the City, 
if they ſhould not complain in Behalf of their Navigation. 


Object. 3. The Commiſſioners hearing all Objectiont, and after Examination of 
IWitneſſes upon Oath, and « ing their own View upon the Place, have adjudged the 
Fens drained according to the Att. 

Anſw. Before the Comniſſioners at Ely, the Country objected, That it was 
the Drineſs of the Seaſon, and not the Undertakers Works, that had drained the 
Fens, and ſo deſired a Reſpite of the Adjudication; but could not obtain it, the 
Undertakers pretending their Works had done it: But when at the ſame time 
the Prejudices to Navigation were urged, then 1t was the Drineſs of the Seaſon 
had occaſion'd them, and not their Works: And ſo they made Advantage of Pro- 
vidence both in the good and bad Effects of that dry Seaſon, The Commil- 
ſioners did not, nor could by their View at Ely, judge that the Undertakers 
Works had not prejudiced Navigation at Lyn. 


Object. 4. It was proved upon the Adjudication, that full as much, if not more, 
freſh Water did run out at Lyn-haven as formerly. 

Anſw, The Waters of Nene, which are proved to be a conſiderable Part of 
the freſh Waters that fall down that way, were wholly taken from Lyn-baven, 
and turned to Wizbech, which is another Outfall; and yet when fo great a Part 
is taken away, the Remainder is full as much, if not more than the whole, by 
their Arithmetick. 


Object. 5. The raiſing the Price of Water-Carriage was a Contrivance of Water- 
men, and ſome of Ability offered to carry as cheap as ever, 

Anſw, It is depoſed, That it is no Contrivance; the Price is raiſed upon 
juſt Grounds, in reſpe& they cannot now make half ſo many Voyages as former- 
ly, and them not without double the Labour, Charge, and Waſte of their Stock, 
as before: And Servants have now almoſt double Wages, in regard of double 
the Time and Labour they are put to in haling, &c. 


Object. 6. In former Times there never was any conſtant Summer Navigation to 
Cambridge: This laſt Summer there was, 

Anſw. But that the Undertakers take a Privilege to ſay what they pleaſe, th 
would never have obje&ed this: The Navigation this laſt Summer was muc 
leſs conſtant than in former Years, and had more frequent Interruptions. 


Object. 7. In regard the Petitions of Lyn and Cambridge tend to the overthrow- 
ing the whole Work of Draining, and call in queſtion Matters of Fact adjudged by 
the Commiſſioners upon their View ;, therefore the Petitioners are not to be relieved 
even in Parliament, 

Anſw. It was not underſtood before this time, that Navigation and the Work 
of Draining were inconſiſtent : It ſeems by this they are, and that the pre- 
ſerving the one is the overthrowing of the other; if there be no Medium to 
reconcile them, the Clauſe in the Act was made in vain: And if it be fo that 
both cannot ſtand together, the Petitioners ſhall propound, that the Advantages 
to the Commonwealth by Navigation, and the Improvements by the Fens, may 
be put into the Scales, and that which is found lighteſt, let that be diſcountenan- 
ced according to Juſtice, But certainly there 1s no ſuch Matter, they may be 
calily reconciled, if the Undertakers will, as the Act dire4s them, drain and 
perfect their Work by imbanking the old natural Channels, and not turn Nature 
out of her Courſe, nor ſtop her in it. — The Petitioners are indeed to blame, 
not to learn from the Undertakers, that the Parliament's Power is leſs now 
than heretofore, and that they are in this Matter eſpecially to receive Laws 
from the Undertakers, who are relievable by them, and who not. — 80 far 
Ob jections and Anſwers. 


The Undertakers were ſuch very great Men, and ſo very powerful, that the 
Petition of Lyn was but cooly receiv'd. I do not find in the Journal of that 
Hovfe of Commons, that the Corporation of Lyn obtain'd Leave to bring in a 
Bill for the bettering their Navigation; which Defeat I conceive to have been 
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entirely owing to the Greatnels and Intereſt of the Undertakers, becauſe ſeveral 
Things were about this time done for the Encouragement of Navigation; and 
becauſe the Lord Protector did, in a Letter ſign'd by himſelf to the Corporation 
of Lyn the Year before, aſſure them, that be ſhould always be ready to manifeſt a 
particular Care of that Concernment of theirs relating to the Navigation Let in 
this neceſſary Caſe nothing was done. | 
And the Petitioners obſerving this prevalent Intereſt of the Undertakers, they 
were diſcouraged from attempting any farther Relief in Parliament, during the 
Lord Protector's Government, 
When King Charles II. was reftor'd to the Crown, the Acts of the late Lord 
Protector became invalid: e that of 1649. under Colour of which 
the Works complained of were made, was no longer in Force. So that the Under- 
takers for Draining ſtood upon the Foot of the Law made by the Commiſſioners 
of Sewers, A. 6. Car. 1. and became ſubje& to the general Commiſſion of Sew- 
ers. Which perplexing the ſaid Undertakers, they procured an Act of Parliament 
the 15th of Car. 2. entitled, An Ad for ſettling the Draining of the great Level 4.14. 
of the Fens, called Bedford Level; by which they were incorporated by the 1663. 
Name of the Governor, Bailiffs, and Commonalty of the Company of Con- 4, 4# for 
e ſervators of the Great Level of the Fens, called Bedford Level, to have per- Ai the 
* petual Succeſhon for ever. And it is therein enacted, 3 
“That the Governor, fix Bailiffs, and twenty Conſervators, or any five or 
* more, ſhould be Commiſſioners of Sewers within the ſaid Level, and the 
Works without the ſaid Level, for conveying the Waters of the ſaid Level to 
* Sen. 
That no other Commiſſioners of Sewers ſhall intermeddle, &c. 
Upon paſling this Act, the Town of Lyn did, by their Repreſentatives, oppoſe 
| the continuing of the Dam and Sluices made croſs the River O. at Denver and 
Y at Erith, and they procured theſe following Clauſes to be inferted in the ſaid Act. 
: In caſe, through, or by reaſon of their Undertaking for Draining aforeſaid, 
in the 6th Year of Cay. 1. 1620. the Adventurers have done, or ſhall do any 
Act or Ads to the Prejudice of Navigation, or whereby Navigation in the 
* Rivers Ouſe and Grant, or other navigable Rivers paſſing through that Level, 
be, or ſhall be interrupted, obſtructed, or made worſe ; that then the Com- 
miſſioners therein named, or any ſeven or more of them, whereof the Vice- 
chancellor, the Mayors of Cambridge and Lyn for the time being (if preſent) 
to be three, ſhall and may decree the ſame to be made good and amended, 
at the proper Coſts and Charges of the ſaid Corporation, as to their Judgment 
ſhall ſeem meet. | | 
And if that Corporation ſhall negle&, or refuſe to repair and make good the 
ſame, according to, and within the time to be limited by ſuch Decree, that 
then the ſaid Commiſſioners, or any ſeven of them, by Warrant under their 
** Hands and Seals atteſted, to tax the ſaid 95,c00 Acres in ſuch Sum and Sums 
** of Money, as to their Judgment ſhall ſeem meet, for the making, preſerving, 
and keeping the Navigation in any of the ſaid Rivers, as the ſame were in the 
* 6th of Car. 1. 1620. by the then Law of Sewers, with Power to levy ſuch 
* Taxes and Aſſeſsments by Diſtreſs and Sale, &c. 
And whereas the Draining aforeſaid, and future Maintenance of the ſaid Great 
Level, ought to be without Prejudice to Navigation; and becauſe all Com- 
** plaints which have been made, and all Prejudices which have been, or ſhall 
B be done to particular Perſons, Pariſhes, and Places, cannot by this Act be ſuf- 
7 *-ficiently provided for and remedied, | 
Certain Commiſſioners are therein named and appointed, (vis.) Seven for 
each of the ſix Counties extending into the Fens, for regulating Grievances, 
* And for ſupplying the Number of thoſe Commiſſioners, in caſe of Death 
or Incapacity, it is enacted, That within three Months after ſuch Death or 
Incapacity, the remaining Commiſſioners of each County of which ſuch were, 
or the major Part of them, ſhould from time nominate and appoint by Deed 
to be enrolled in Chancery, other fit Perſons reſiding in the ſame County in 
ſtead, &c. which Commiſſioners, or any ſeven or more of them, ſhould hear 


and determine Complaints, Grievances, &c. See an Alſtradt of this Af in 
the Appendix, 
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think the Undertakers would have Cauſe to commend the Modeſty of the City, 
if they ſhould not complain in Behalf of their Navigation. 


Object. 3. The Commiſſioners hearing all Objections, and after Examination of 
Witneſſes upon Oath, and after their own View upon the Place, have adjudged the 
Fens drained according to the Att, 

Anſw. Before the Commiſſioners at Ely, the Country objected, That it was 
the Drincſ(s of the Seaſon, and not the Undertakers Works, that had drained the 
ens, and fo deſired a Reſpite of the Adjudication; but could not obtain it, the 
Undertakers pretending their Works had done it: But when at the ſame time 
the Prejudices to Navigation were urged, then it was the Drineſs of the Seaſon 
had occaſion'd them, and not their Works: And ſo they made Advantage of Pro- 
vidence both in the good and bad Effects of that dry Seaſon, The Commiſ- 
ſioners did not, nor could by their View at Ely, judge that the Undertakers 
Works had not prejudiced Navigation at Lyn. 


Object. 4. It was proved upon the Adjudication, that full as much, if not more, 
freſh Water did run out at Lyn-haven as formerly. 

Anſwv, The Waters of Nene, which are proved to be a confiderable Part of 
the freſh Waters that fall down that way, were wholly taken from Lyn-haven, 
and turned to Miebech, which is another Outfall; and yet when fo great a Part 
is taken away, the Remainder is full as much, if not more than the whole, by 
their Arithmetick. 


Object. 5. The raiſing the Price of Water-Carriage was a Contrivance of Water- 
men, and ſome of Ability offered to carry as cheap as ever. 

Anſw. It is depoſed, That it is no Contrivance; the Price is raiſed upon 
juſt Grounds, in reſpect they cannot now make half ſo many Voyages as former- 
ly, and them not without double the Labour, Charge, and Waſte of their Stock, 
as before: And Servants have now almoſt double Wages, in regard of double 
the Time and Labour they are put to in haling, &c. 


Object. 6. In former Times there never was any conſtant Summer Navigation to 
Cambridge : This laſt Summer there was. 

Anſw. But that the Undertakers take a Privilege to ſay what they pleaſe, the 
would never have obje&ed this: The Navigation this laſt Summer was aps 
leſs conſtant than in former Years, and had more frequent Interruptions. 


Object. 7. In regard the Petitions of Lyn and Cambridge tend to the overthrow- 
ing the whole Work of Draining, and call in queſtion Matters of Fact adjudged by 
the Commiſſioners upon their View ;, therefore the Petitioners are not to be relieved 
even in Parliament, | 

Anſw. It was not underſtood before this time, that Navigation and the Work 
of Draining were inconſiſtent: It ſeems by this they are, and that the pre- 
ſerving the one is the overthrowing of the other; if there be no Medium to 
reconcile them, the Clauſe in the Act was made in vain: And if it be fo that 
both cannot ſtand together, the Petitioners ſhall propound, that the Advantages 
to the Commonwealth by Navigation, and the Improvements by the Fens, may 
be put into the Scales, and that which is found lighteſt, let that be diſcountenan- 
ced according to Juſtice, But certainly there is no ſuch Matter, they may be 
caſily reconciled, if the Undertakers will, as the Act direqts them, drain and 
perfect their Work by imbanking the old natural Channels, and not turn Nature 
out of her Courſe, nor ſtop her 1n 1t. The Petitioners are indeed to blame, 
not to learn from the Undertakers, that the Parliament's Power 1s leſs now 
than heretofore, and that they are in this Matter eſpecially to receive Laws 
from the Undertakers, who are relievable by them, and who not.——So far 
Ob jections and Anſwers. 


The Undertakers were ſuch very great Men, and fo very powerful, that the 
Petition of Lyn was but cooly receiv'd. I do not find in the Journal of that 
Hovfe of Commons, that the Corporation of Ly» obtain'd Leave to bring in a 
Bill for the bettering their Navigation; which Defeat I conceive to have been 

I entirely 
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entirely owing to the Greatneſs and Intereſt of the Undertakers, becauſe ſevera} 
Things were about this time done for the Encouragement of Navigation; and 
becauſe the Lord Protector did, in a Letter ſign'd by himſelf to the Corporation 
of Lyn the Year before, aſſure them, that be ſhould always be ready to manifeſt a 
particular Care of that Concernment of theirs relating to the Navigation—— Let in 
this neceſſary Caſe nothing was done. 

And the Petitioners obſerving this prevalent Intereſt of the Undzrtakers, they 
were diſcouraged from attempting any farther Rchef in Parhament, during the 
Lord Protector's Government. | 

When King Charles II. was reftor'd to the Crown, the Acts of the late Lord 
Protector became invalid: e e that of 1649. under Colour of which 
the Works complained of were made, was no longer in Force. So that the Under- 
takers for Draining ſtood upon the Foot of the Law made by the Commiſſioners 
of Sewers, A. 6. Car. 1. and became ſubject to the general Commiſſion of Sew- 
ers. Which perplexing the ſaid Undertakers, they procured an Act of Parliament 
the 15th of Car. 2. entitled, An Af 4 ſettling the Draining of the great Level 
of the Fens, called Bedford Level; by which they were incorporated by the 
Name of © the Governor, Bailiffs, and Commonalty of the Company of Con- 
« ſervators of the Great Level of the Fens, called Bedford Level, to have per- 
« petual Succeſſion for ever. And it is therein enacted, 

* That the Governor, fix Bailiffs, and twenty Conſervators, or any five or 
* more, {ſhould be Commiſſioners of Sewers within the ſaid Level, and the 
« Works without the ſaid Level, for conveying the Waters of the ſaid Level to 
Sea. 

© That no other Commiſſioners of Sewers ſhall intermeddle, &c. 

Upon paſling this Act, the Town of Lyn did, by their Repreſentatives, oppoſe 
the continuing of the Dam and Sluices made croſs the River Orſ» at Denver and 
at Erith, and they procured theſe following Clauſes to be inſerted in the ſaid Act. 
In caſe, through, or by reaſon of their Undertaking for Draining aforeſaid, 
in the 6th Year of Car. 1. 1620. the Adventurers have done, or ſhall do any 
Act or Acts to the Prejudice of Navigation, or whereby Navigation in the 
Rivers Ouſe and Grant, or other navigable Rivers paſling through that Level, 
be, or ſhall be interrupted, obſtructed, or made worle ; that then the Com- 
miſſioners therein named, or any ſeven or more of them, whereof the Vice- 
chancellor, the Mayors of Cambridge and Lyn for the time being (if preſent) 
to be three, ſhall and may decree the ſame to be made good and amended, 
at the proper Coſts and Charges of the ſaid Corporation, as to their Judgment 
ſhall ſeem meet. | 
* And if that Corporation ſhall negle&, or refuſe to repair and make good the 
ſame, according to, and within the time to be limited by ſuch Decree, that 
then the ſaid Commiſſioners, or any ſeven of them, by Warrant under their 
Hands and Seals atteſted, to tax the ſaid 95,c00 Acres in ſuch Sum and Sums 
of Money, as to their Judgment ſhall ſeem meet, for the making, preſerving, 
and keeping the Navigation in any of the ſaid Rivers, as the ſame were in the 
6th of Car. 1. 1620. by the then Law of Sewers, with Power to levy ſuch 
* Taxes and Aſſeſsments by Diſtreſs and Sale, &c. 

And whereas the Draining aforeſaid, and future Maintenance of the ſaid Great 
Level, ought to be without Prejudice to Navigation; and becauſe all Com- 
* plaints which have been made, and all Prejudices which have been, or ſhall 
be done to particular Perſons, Pariſhes, and Places, cannot by this Act be ſuf- 
* ficiently provided for and remedied, 

Certain Commiſſioners are therein named and appointed, (vis.) Seven for 
each of the ſix Counties extending into the Fens, for regulating Grievances. 

And for ſupplying the Number of thoſe Commiſſioners, in caſe of Death 
or Incapacity, it is enacted, That within three Months after ſuch Death or 
Incapacity, the remaining Commiſſioners of each County of which ſuch were, 
or the major Part of them, ſhould from time nominate and appoint by Deed 
to be enrolled in Chancery, other fit Perſons reſiding in the ſame County in 
ſtead, &*c. which Commiſſioners, or any ſeven or more of them, ſhould hear 


and determine Complaints, Grievances, &c. See an Abſtra# of this Aci in 
the Appendix, 
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The Corporation of Lyn complained to theſe Commiſſioners, Anno 1669, 
1676, 1677, of the Prejudices done to their Navigation by the ſaid Corpora- 
tion of Fen-Drainers, and repreſented their increaſing Danger of total Lofs of 
it; but could obtain no Relief, while the Commiſſioners that were named in 
the Act lived. And as they died, for want of Nomination in Succeſſion, as 
mention'd in the foreſaid Act of Parliament, this Judicature became extin&, 
and the Remedies preſcribed by the ſaid Act conſequently determin'd. 

Thereupon the Corporation of Lyn had Opportunity of Recourſe to Parlia- 
ment once more for Redreſs: And becauſe their Complaints might not be thought 
to reſt upon a bare conſtructive or 1maginary Prejudice, they draw'd up a 
Scheme, which demonſtrated their Prejudice to be real, by ſhewing the Depth 
of Water there was in the River, Haven, and Channel before the erecting of 
Denver Sluices; and the Depth of Water in the River, Haven, and Channel juſt 
after thoſe Sluices were built, and the Hundred-foot Drain was made, and the 
Waters of Ouſe turned down that Drain, As for Example: 


In 1645, the River at Lenne was in Breadth about a Furlong, and the Ships 
did that Tear, and ſeveral Tears after, ride at Anchor at the South End of the 
Town, and on the Weſt Side of the River in two Fathom at Low-water, having 
then ſuch ſlrong Tides, that they were often forced to moor with a Stream Cable, 
which is one extraprdinary to hold them faſt. 

One Mile below the Town, on the Eaſt Side the River, was a Road called rhe 
Crutch, where Ships for ſeveral Years had their Safety, when Occaſion ſerved to 
ſtop their Tide, having at Low-water 12 Feet Depth. 

In the Channel of Lenne, amongſt the Sands, of which there are to Seaward 
great Numbers, and many of them 1n ordinary Tides but juſt covered, there 
were two good Channels, one called the Eaſt, the other Weſt Channel; in which 
the biggeſt Ships, drawing 13 or 14 FootWater, ſailed up and down, as well on the 
Neip, as on the 8 ; 

At the lower End of theſe Channels, over-againſt Hitcham, were two good Roads, 
the one called Fielne, which the Veſt Channel runs into; the other Ferrier in the 
Faſt, in which Roads was 3 Fathom Water at Low-water in the Year 1645, 
which was before the erecting Denver Sluices. | 

About the Year 1660, (which was after the Sluices were erected) the Road 
on the Vent Side of the River grew ſo ſhallow, that no Ships could ride. The 
Channel by the Town much ſhallower. That between Common-ſtaith and 
St. Ann's dried up. The Road at the Crutch had but 9 Foot Water —— The 
IWe/t Channel and the Road of Feilne much worſe than formerly. 

In the Year 1670, moſt of the Ships, where they formerly had 9 or 10 Foot 
Water at Low-water, lay a ground before the Town.——The Weſt Channel was 
much worſe than in the Year 1660. 

In the Year 1675 and 1676, the Weſt Channel was grown ug— and Feilne Road 
loſt, fo that the Ships had no other Road but Ferrier, which was then much ſbal- 
lower than in former Tears, | 

From the Year 1675, to this preſent Year 1696; from the South End of 
Lenne to Ferrier Road, the River and Channel hath, from Year to Year, gradu- 
ally grown worſe and worſe, The Road at the Ceutch having now but three Foot 
Water at Low-water, and on the Neip-Tides a Ship of nine Foot Draught can- 
not ſail from Town, nor indeed upon a Spring-Tide, if the Wind be contrary. 


A Ship of 12 Feet Draught cannot come from Ferrier Road, but muſt lie by 


the way for want of Water ;, where the Sands are fo bad, that no Ship is able to 


bear her Burden, but breaks in pieces; as by Experience of many Ships in Town 


Denver Slui- 
ces the Cauſe 
of Decay of 
the River, Ha- 
den, and 
Channel. 


that have come to great Damages, from 100 J. to 400 l. per Ship, and ſome ren- 
der'd incapable of going any more to Sea. 

And all the Houſes between Commonſtaith and St. Ann's are become little worth 
for want of Water, there being now a great Sand, where formerly there was 10 
Foot IWater, at Low-water-Mark. 

The Occaſion of this River, Channel and Road growing up, as plainly ap- 
pears, is the Sluices that are built at 15 or 16 Miles above Lenne, which doth 
not only ſtop the Outlet of the River that extends 40 Miles above the Sluices, 
but ſtops the free Paſſage of the Tide of Flood, which comes out of the Sea: 
For it is obſervable by us, whoſe Hands are hereunto ſubſcribed, to which 1 
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requeſted we are ready to give our Oaths; That in the Years aforeſaid, before 
the Sluices were built, there did not only run ſuch a /frong Ebb-Tide, that we 
could ſcarcely hold the Ships fuſt; but allo a Flood-Tide as flrong and vehement as 
the Ebb : Which Tide of Flood then run full foe Hours and a half. 

Since the building of the Sluices the Tides have greatly abated, —The Low- 
water Channel, Year after Year, grown higher and higher, and 1s now between 
Lenne and Ferrier Road grown to that prodigious Height, that the Jide of Flood 
meeting all the way extraordinary riſing Grounds or Sands, it abates one half of 
its Force, and time of running. For a Spring-Tide now runs but three Hours 
ſo that it evidently appears, that on the Top of a Spring a Ship of 12 Feet 
Draught dare not come out of Ferrier Road but with a fair Wind. In which 
Road there is now but 11 Feet Water at Low-water-Mark ;, and to all appearance, 
if the Sluices ſtand ſeven Years longer, Ferrier Road will be grown quite up, 
and then there will be no Road for a Ship to ride in that is bound for Lenne *. 

If it be objected, that the River at the Entrance 1s grown wider than in for- 
mer Years, we know that it is ſo; that is to ſay, between Marſh and Marſh, 
which 1s occaſioned by the Violence of the Sea, and cannot be avoided ; but 
then we know the Channel to be twice as narrow as in former Years, both before 
the Town and in the Crutch, Tho the Sea hath beaten away ſome of the Marſh, 
it hath not made the River any wider: For the Tide for ſome hundred of Yards 
runs not near the Marſh upon the Weſt Point, but in the Low-water Channel, 
which is now twice as narrow as in former Tears. 

The Truth of what 1s here laid open, 1s corroborated by innumerable Wit- 
neſſes ; ſome few of which I ſhall here enumerate, viz. 


Edward Elſden, aged 72, hath known the Haven and Channel 50 Years and 
upwards, having been a Ship-maſter here for great Part of that time. 
Thomas Autingham, aged 73, hath known this Haven and Channel 50 Years. 
Edward Maſon, aged 72, hath known this Haven and Channel 50 Years. 
ohn Fuller, aged 57, hath known this Haven and Channel 43 Years. 
liam Fuller, aged 52, hath known this Haven and Channel 37 Years. 
Edmond Quaſh, aged 46, hath known this Haven and Channel 30 Years. 
And they ſay——That before the Sluices were erected and made croſs the 
River Ovyſe near Salters-lode——the Channel to Sea was ſo deep and open, that 
there was two Fathom Water at the ſame Places and Time of the Tide, where 


there is now not above to Foot Water; and fo in Proportion for many Miles 


together, 
That the Tide, before the ſaid Sluices were erected, uſually flow'd above five 


Hours, where it now floweth not above three Honrs. 

That the Decay and ſilting up of the Haven and Channel hath apparently 
been occaſioned by the ſaid Sluices, they having ever ſince the erecting the Sluices 
yearly declined, and viſibly grown worſe and worſe, for want of the Flood go- 
ing up, as formerly it uſed to do, beyond the Sluices. 

That the Haven and Channel are now ſo ſilted up, and daily grow worſe by 
reaſon of the ſaid Sluices, that there is the greateſt Danger and Likelihood of 
the entire Loſs of the Navigation, unleſs ſome ſpeedy Remedy be found for its 
Preſervation and Amendment. 

Jobn Attleſon, aged 80 Years, or thereabout, for 60 Years and upwards, hath 
known the River of Ouſe, and all the Rivers falling into the ſame, vis. the old 
River, which anciently fell from Bedford and St. Ives into the Ouſe by Harrimer , 
allo Cambridge River, Mildenball, Brandon, and Stoke Rivers, all of them falling 
into the ſaid River Ouſe. And he ſaith 

That before the erecting the Sluices near Salters-lode, all the Rivers were free 
and open, and received ſuch Quantities of Water by the Flood from Sea, that large 


Barges and Veſſels, with from 26 to 30 Chaldron of Coals, did conſtantly paſs 
with great Eaſe up to Cambridge Town. 


1 


— — th — 


* This Fear was well grounded, and was the Effect of Experi Obſervation, and judgment: For 
Ferrier Road is long ſince grown up. re : . 5 
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That before erecting the ſaid Sluices, at Harrimer A wers Ely, the River was 
at leaſt five Foot deeper than now it it; and where large Boats and Barges uſually 
paſſed in the old adjacent River, Graſs and Fodder is now mown and cut. 

That ſince the ſaid Sluices were erected, all the Rivers are ſo ſhallow and 
crown up, that where the ſaid great Barges did uſually paſs with from 26 to 30 
Chaldrons Freight, now flat-bottom'd Lighters with 8 or 10 Chaldrons of Coals 
cannot paſs without great nary and Charge, and Delay for want of Water. 

That before the erecting the ſaid Sluices, the Water uſually waxed about 
nine Miles beyond Fly, which are now utterly ſtopped at the Sluice. 

That there is great Difficulty of Paſſage at the Sluices, being often topped for 
five or fix Days together by the Current of Bedford River. 

That Bedford River is ſhallow, and upon riſing Ground, and receives a very 
inconfiderable Qantity of Water, in reſpect of what did uſually flow up the 
ſaid other Rivers. "A 

That where in the River between Lenne-haven and Salters-lode great Barges 
and Keels uſed to paſs at Low-water, ſuch Veſſels cannot now paſs at a High- 
water, fo as ſuch Barges and Keels have been left off and diſuſed for twenty 
Years paſt. And all this is alſo atteſted for Truth by ens | 

Richard Allen, aved 75, who hath known the ſaid Rivers for 60 Years. 

ohn Curle, aged 76 Years, who hath known the ſaid Rivers for 40 Years. 

William Walwyn, aged 63 Years, who hath known the ſaid Rivers for 50 Years, 

Thomas Chiles, aged 63 Years, who hath known the ſaid Rivers for 46 Years. 

Francis Lord, aged 66 Years, who hath known the ſaid Rivers for 46 Years, 

Jahn Chiles, aged 64 Years, who hath known the ſaid Rivers for 46 Years. 
Richard Thirkpenny, aged 53 Years, who hath known the ſaid River for 40 


Years. 


The Rivers and Channels thus gradually decaying and growing up, to the 
manifeſt Prejudice of Navigation in general in theſe Parts; and the Slui— 
ces erected at Denver and at Erith croſs the River of Great Ouſæ, being by Expe- 
ricnce found, and by Demonſtration 2 to be the Cauſe of Pre judice; And 
as the Rivers and Channels had, ever ſince thoſe Sluices were built, yearly de- 
cayed, it was by natural Deduction with Reaſon believed and dreaded, that the 
Navigation of the Port of King's-Lyn would in a few Years be totally loſt, un- 
leſs the ſaid Sluices were ſpeedily removed, and the ancient natural Freedom 
and Courſe of the Rivers were reſtored. ; X 

Therefore the Mayor of Lyn writ the following Letter upon this Subject to 
the Duke of Bedford, Governor of the Corporation of Adventurers, 


May it pleaſe your Grace, 


+ H E preſent Condition of this Port and Harbour, and the old navigable Rivers 
falling into the ſame, have given us Occaſion ( under the ſaddeſt Apprebenſions 
of” a total and irrecoverable Loſs of our Navigation ) to confider the Cauſes, and 


Lyn bis Let, fo ſeek the ſpeedieſt Redreſs. And it appearing by the eren and moſt undeniable 


fer to the Go- 
dernor of Bed- 


Proofs, and too long Experience, that our Miſchiefs had their Riſe and Continmance 
from the Dam and Sluice ſet by the Corporation of Adventurers at Salters-lode : 
hereby the Tide hath been reſtrain'd more than 24 Miles of its ancient Flow to- 
ward Cambridge, and proportionably in other Rivers; and the great River Ouſe 
from thence to this Port, and from hence to Sea, ts almoſt entirely ſilted up, and be- 
come impaſſible, for want of a ſufficient Indramgbt of Water to ſcour them ont ; 
and there being no Means to give us Relief, or reſtore our Navigation, but by ye- 
moving the ſaid Dam or Sluice : We are conſtrain'd on behalf of our ſelves, and the 
many Counties, Towns, and Places concern'd in Trade with us, to make this our 
bumble Application. {£6 | 
Beſeeching your Grace, that by your favourable Influence on the Corporation of 
Adventurers, we may obtain ſuch timely Relief from them, as the approaching Dan- 
fer, the Fuſtneſs of our Cauſe, and the Obligations they lye under i preſerving our 
Navigation require. And the rather, in regard the Methods for our Relief pre- 
ſeribed by the late Act for ſettling the draining the Fens are become impracticable; 
and that if the Adventurers ſball not agree to give us Relief, whereby we ſhall be 
Fbrce. I to prefer our Petition to the Lords and Commons, your Grace will pleaſe 19 
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afford it that Countenance and Encouragement, the Matters of Fact, and Reafon 
therein alledg d, ſball appear to deſerve. 


All which we bumbly beg your Grace will vouchſafe to take into your Conſidera- 
tion. I am, a ] 
For this Corporation and my ſelf, 


My Loxp, 


Your GRACE's 


FE . Moſt Humble, 
1 L , 
A Moſt Obedient Servant, 


E DM. HoO KE, Mayor, 


This Letter was delivered to the Governor by the late Sir Henry Hobart, Sir John Anſuer to the 
Turner, Robert Nalpole, Eſq; and the preſent Sir Charles Turner, who were introdu- Letter. 


ced to his Grace by Admiral RH, (Knight of the Shire for Cambridgeſhire) his 
Grace receiv'd them very kindly, and expreſſed a great Reſentment of the Civi- 
lity they ſhow'd him. After which he cauſed the Letter to he read, and then 
ſaid, that he would willingly do them all the Kindneſs he could, but that it was 
not in his Power alone; but if they applied to the Corporation of Adven- 
turers at their Meeting, ( which would be that Day ſeven- night at the Temple ) 
they ſhould conſider of their Demands : And if they could offer any thing to 
convince them that they were juſt and reaſonable, they would relieve them. 

Mr. Walpole requeſted that the Letter might be communicated to them in the 
mean time, that they might have their Anſwer at their meeting, that Jun 
might not loſe time, and the Opportunity of redrefling themſelves by Parliament 
this Seſſions, if in cafe their Reſolutions ſhould be contrary. Upon that his 
Grace ask'd my Lord Gorges (who was the firſt Bailiff of their Corporation, 
and who was believ'd to be preſent on purpoſe to receive them) Whether they 
could have an Anſwer then or not. My Lord Gorges told them very readily, 
and plainly, that if their Demand was to have the Sluice removed (as he per- 
ceiv'd by Lyn Letter) they might have their Anſwer from the Corporation 
of Adventurers at their Meeting, that it had coſt them 700 Pounds; that the 
Iſſue would be for Lyn to prove, the Sluice was the Cauſe of their Misfor- 
tune, which he did not queſtion but could be made appear otherwiſe, &c. 
The Corporation of Lyn receiving no ſatisfactory Anſwer from the Corporation of 
Adventurers, and ſeveral Meetings being had to no Effect; finding they could 
get no Relief from them, and being by Experience throughly convin- 
ced, that the Navigation of their Port If 1 be utterly deſtroy'd and loſt 
without Relief; they therefore moſt humbly petitioned the Parliament, and 
obtained * to bring in a Bill for the better Preſervation of the Navigation of 
Lyn. An | ' 
4 Mercurij 6. die Fanuarij 8. Gul. 3. . 

Sir Charles Turner (according to Order) preſented to the Houſe à Bill for 


the better Preſervation of the Port of King's-Lyn in the County of Norfolk, and 
the ſame was received. * 


The Bill was read the firſt time: 
And ſet forth, 


cc 


Great Onſe, by means thereof, and of the Rivers of Grant, Mildenball, Bran- 
don, and Stoke, and other navigable Rivers falling into the ſame, hath main- 
tained a conſiderable foreign and inland Trade, and conveyed into many Coun— 
ties all Sorts of Goods and Merchandizes, and exported thence Corn, and 
other Commodities of their own Growth and Manufacture, to the great Ad- 
vancement of Trade, Increaſe of his Majeſty's Cuſtoms and Revenues, the 
building many Ships, and Breed of able Mariners, 

And whereas the Corporation of the Governor, Bailiffs, and Commonalt 
of the Company of Conſervators of the great Level of the Fens, called Bed- 
ford Level, by Colour of a pretended Act of Parliament made in the Year 
** 1649. and of one other Act of Parliament made in the 15th Year of King 


Charles 
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Charles the Ild, for ſettling the Draining of the ſaid Level; have, among 
other their Works, erected and made, or cauſed to be erected and made a Dam 
and Sluice upon the ſaid River of Great Ouſe, at a Place called Denver Dam 
in the ſaid County of Norfolk, between the Sea and the Place where the ſaid 
Rivers of Grant, Mildenball, Brandon and Stoke fall into the ſaid River of 
Great Or:ſe. Which Dam and Sluice are by Experience found to be to the 
Prejudice of Navigation in the ſaid Rivers, not only by long and frequent 
Stops and Delays to Barges, Boats, and Veſſels in the Paſſage through the ſame; 
but by ſtreightening the ſaid River of Great Ouſe at the Place where the ſai 
Dam and Sluice are made, and obſtructing and diverting the ancient Courſe 
of the Flow and Reflow of the Tides about 24 Miles in the faid River of 
Great Onſe, and in Proportion in the ſaid other Rivers; whereby the great 
Streams are divided and weaken'd, and all the ſaid navigable Rivers, and the 
Haven and Channel of the Port of the ſaid Burgh are choaked and grown up, 
ſo as the Navigation of the ſaid Port and Rivers are in Danger of being en- 
tirely loſt, if not timely prevented. 

* And whereas by Magna Charta, and many other Statutes of this Realm 
ſtill in Force, all Obſtructions and Impediments in and upon any navigable 
Rivers, Streams or Floods, whereby the Paſſage of Ships, Barges, Boats or 
Veſſels in the ſame are or may be interrupted or Nad are prohibited as 
Annoyances tending to the great Damage of the King and his People. 

And whereas the Draining of the ſaid Level of the Fens, and Maintenance 
thereof, were by the ſaid Acts for Draining declared and intended to be with- 
out Prejudice to Navigation. And the {aid Stops and Annoyances by the ſaid 
Dan: and Sluice, for the Reaſons aforeſaid, are contrary to Magna Charta and 


the ſaid ſeveral Statutes, and againſt the Intent and true Meaning of the ſaid | 
Act for Draining. But the Remedies and Proviſions directed by the ſaid Act 


of the 15th Year of King Charles the IId againſt ſuch Obſtructions, or for re- 
moving the ſame, are in no wiſe ſufficient to anſwer thoſe Ends, or to prevent 
or make Satisfaction for the Damage the whole Kingdom in general muſt ſuſtain 
by the Loſs of the Navigation of the ſaid Port and Rivers. 
ge it therefore enacted, &*c. That the ſaid Corporation, &c. ſhall take up, 
abate, and wholly remove, or cauſe, &c. the ſaid Sluice and Dam fo erected, 
and made upon the ſaid River of Great Ouſe as aforeſaid, with the Founda- 
tions and Materials thereof out of the ſaid River, on or before the 2 
of which ſhall be in the Lear of our Lord 169 And in caſe it ſhall 
not be ſo removed as aforeſaid, 1t ſhall and may be lawful to and for the May- 
or and Burgeſſes of the ſaid Burgh of King's-Lyn, their Agents, Officers, or 
Perſons by them to be employed, to take up, abate, and wholly to remove 
out of the ſaid River of Great Ouſe the ſaid Dam and Sluice, and to fell and 
convert to the Uſe of the ſaid Mayor and Burgeſſes, ſo many of the Materials 
thereof, as ſhall and may be ſufficient to defray the Charges, &c. 
* And be it farther enacted, &c. That if any Perſon or Perſons, Body Po- 
litick or Corporate, ſhall at any time or times hereafter ere& or build, or cauſe 
or procure, &c . any Dam or Sluice upon the ſaid great River, or any other 
the navigable Rivers aforeſaid, in any Place or Places where ſuch River or 
Rivers ſhall be navigable, ſuch Dam and Sluice ſhall be deemed a common 
Nuſance, and proceeded againſt accordingly. 

RESOLVE D, 


That the Bill be read a ſecond time upon this Day ſe'nnight. 


Jovis 7. die Jamtarij. 
A Petition of the Mayor, Aldermen, Burgeſſes, and other Inhabitants J the 


gain the Bill ae Huntingdon in the County of Huntingdon, was preſented to the Houſe, 
That the Corporation of King's-Lyn have lately demanded the Corporation of the 

Fens to take away the navigable 8265 at the Hermitage near Erith, and the Sluice 

at Denver Dam, which will deprive the Petitioners of the Benefit of New Bedford 

River, being 20 Miles in Length, made at the great Charge of the Corporation of 

the Fens, whereby the ſaid Town and Country have a certain and advantageous Na- 


vigation;, and E that the ſaid navigable Saſs, Sluices, and River may be 
0 


continued for t 


Service of the Country. 
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Ordered, 


That the ſaid Petition do lye upon the Table, until the Bill for the better Pre- 
ſervation of the Navigation of the Port of Lys in the County of Norfolk be read 


a ſecond time. 


A Petition of the Land Owners and Inhabitants of the Hundreds of Marſhland, Ab 
with the Towns of Wiggenhall and Villages adjacent, in the County of Nortolk, 1 
was preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth, | 

That the Petitioners are Owners of near 40,000 Acres of profitable Lands there, 
which are ſubjef on the one Side to Inundations from the Sea, and on the other 
Side to the Flouds of freſh Waters, which have been preſerved by Ranks and Drains 
made at great Expence to keep out the Sea, and carry the freſh Waters away by the 
Rirer Ouſe to Sen. 

That ſince the Corporation of the Fens, called Bedford Level, have ereded a 
Dam and Sluice croſs the River Oule near Denver Dam, the ſaid River is become 
ſilted up, ſo that thereby the Petitioners Drains and Outfalls are become uſeleſs, and 
many thouſand Acres of their Land and the common Paſtures lye wholly drowned, 
the common Roads are unpaſſable;, and in caſe of any ſudden Inundation, the great- 
eft Part of the ſaid County is in danger of being loſt. That the ſaid Corporation 
hade alſo by Sluices and Tunnels placed in the Poedike Bank (the Petitioners only 
Defence againſt foreign Waters ) cauſed the Waters of the ſaid Level to annoy the 
Petitioners for divers Tears paſt. That theſe Miſchiefs are occaſion'd by the ſaid 
Dam and Sluice, which ſtop the Flow and Reflow of the Tide 24 Miles, which uſed 
to ſcour the ſaid River and Channels to Sea, and are now choaked up, and cannot 
be remedied, but by removing the ſaid Dam and Sluice; and praying, that the ſaid 


Dam and Slice may be removed by ſuch Means, a: may beſt preſerve the Country, 
and the Petitioners Lands. 


Ordered, 


That the ſaid Petition do lye upon the Table, until the Bill for the better 


Preſervation of the Navigation of the Port of Lyn in the County of Norfolk be 
read a {ccond time. | 


Lunz 11. die Januarij. 

A Petition of the Dean and Prebendary of the Cathedral Church of Ely was cathedral ef 
preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth, That the Corporation f Lyn Regis Ely petition 
have lately demanded the Corporation of the Fens to take away their Sluice at Her- 1 985 
mitage near Erith, and their Slvice at Denver Dam in the County of Norfolk, wp- 
on a Pretence that they occaſion the ſilting up of Lyn Harbour; but the Petitioners 
are perſuaded, they are the ſole Preſervation of a vaſt Quantity of Lands belong- 
ing to Ely, and divers other adjacent Towns ;, and praying, that a bare Sugpeſtion 
of the Corporation of Lyn may not obtain that Credit, as to take away thoſe Slui- 
ces, which will much prejudice the Petitioners, and will be no Advantage to Lyn 


Harbour, as the Petitioners conceive will be made appear to the Houſe. if 
Ordered, | 4 
That the ſaid Petition do lye upon the Table, until the Bill for the better Pre- i 
ſervation of the Navigation of the Port of King's-Lyn in the County of Norfolk "a 
be read a ſecond time. 10 
A Petition of the Inhabitants of the ſeveral Towns of Stoke, Brandon, Milden- Stoke, Bran- 1 
hall, and many adjacent Towns m the County of Norfolk, Suffolk, and Cambridge, 8 3 f 
was preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth, 2 he Bill. 1 
That by means of the navigable Rivers of Ouſe, Brandon, Mildenhall, and #H 
Stoke, the Petitioners have been conſtantly ſupplied with Coals, Fiſh, Salt, and other 10 
Merchandiſe, from Lyn Regis by Water in Veſſels of great Burden ;, but ſince the 4 
Corporation of the Fens have made a Dam and Sluice croſs the River Oulſe at Den- 1 
ver below the Mouths of the other Rivers to Seawards, the Ouſe and other Rivers 1 


are ſo filted (by ſtopping the Flow of the Ouſe for many Miles) that Boats of the 
Fmall-ſt Burden cannot without great Delay and Danger paſs therein, ſo that the 
zebole Navigation is in danger of being irrecoverably loſt, to the Petitioners Impo- 


wveriſhment : And praying, that the ſaid Dam and Sluice may be removed, and the 
Navigation of the ſaid Rivers reſtored. 
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Ordered, | a 
That the ſaid Petition do lye upon the Table, until the Bill for the better Pre- 
ſervation of the Navigation of the Port of King's-Lyn in the County of Norfolk 
be read a ſecond time. 


Martis 12. die Januarij. 
Adrentureri A Petition of the Governor, Bailiffs, and Commonalty of the Company of Con ſer- 
5 vators of the great Level of the Fens, called Bedford Level, was preſented to the 
Honſe and read, ſetting forth, That there is a Bill in the Houſe for the better Pre- 
ſervation of the Nawigation of King's-Lyn in the County of Norfolk: Which is to 
remove a Sluice and Dam erefed upon the River of Great Ouſe, called Denver 
Dam; the Removal of which Dam will tend to the Damage of many hundred Fa- 
milies, and the leſſening the Petitioners Rents, and the hindering of Navigation. 
The Suggeſtions in the Bill, that the ſaid Dam is prejudicial to the Navigation of 
the ſaid Port being falſe, their Inconveniency ariſing from other Cauſes, as the Pe- 
tioners doubt not to prove; and praying, that they may be heard by Council at the 
Bar of the ec againſt the paſſing of the ſaid Bill. 
rdered, | 
That the Petitioners be heard by their Council at the Bar of this Houſe, up- 
on the ſecond Reading of the ſaid Bill. 
Ordered, 
That Council for the ſaid Bill be then alſo heard. 
Ordered, 
That the ſaid Bill be read a ſecond time upon this Day ſevennight. 


Town led, A Petition of the Owners and Occupiers of Land in the ſeveral Towns of North- 
ing on tle wold, Methwold, Feltwell, Hockwell and Wilton, Brand, Wainsford, Laken- 
r 2 heath, Euſwell, Iſſeham, Wallington, Barton and Mildenhall, in the Counties o 
pe Yitiew for the Nor out Suffolk, and within the South Part of the great Level of the Fens, 
called Bedford Level, was preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth, That the 
Corporation f the ſaid Fen Lands had large Shares of the Petitioners Lands oe 
out to themſelves, as a Recompence for their draining and preſerving the Reſidue, 
which ought to be done by proper Banks and Drains; but the ſaid Corporation have 
not maintained their Banks and Drains, ſo that the Petitioners Lands are generally 
drowned, and in a worſe Condition than they were before the ſaid Undertaking, to 
their great Impoveriſhment. That the Petitioners have made many Complaints to the 
ſaid e Fo Relief in the Premiſes, but they being by Act of Parliament of 
15, Car. 2. made ſole Commiſſioners of Sewers for the 2 Level, and concerned 
in particular Intereſt, the Petitioners can have no Relief, nor does any Appeal lye 
but to this Houſe: And praying, that the Commiſſioners, who have no Intereſt with 
the Corporation, may be joined with them in Authority, according to their Propor- 
tion of Lands in the ſaid Level. 
Ordered, a i 
That the ſaid Petition do lye upon the Table, until the Bill for the better 
Preſervation of the Navigation of the Port of King's-Lyn in the County of Nor- 
folk be read a ſecond time. 


Luna 25. die Janvar1j. 

Univerſity of . A Petition of the Chancellor, Maſters, and Scholars of the Univerſity of Cam- 
Cambridge bridge was preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth, That the Navigation 
1 from the Town of King's-Lyn to the ſaid Univerſity is of ow Importance, that 
tbey cannot reaſonably ſubſiſt without it, and ſeveral Laws have been made for its 
Preſervation ;, but the Petitioners are under great Apprehenſion of loſing the Benefit 
of the ſaid Navigation, which Miſchief is ſolely imputed to the Works of the Drain- 
ers of Bedford Level: And praying, that they may be freed from the great Incon- 

deniencies they apprehend themſelves liable unto. 

Oeder | 

That the ſaid Petition do lye upon the Table, until the Bill for the better Pre- 


ſervation of the Port of King's-Lyn in the County of Norfolk be read a ſecond 
time, 


A Pe- 
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A Petition of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Common-Council of the Town and Bo- Borough of 
rough of Cam ridge was preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth, That the Petition op 
ſaid Town and Parts adjacent beretofore have been well ſupplied with Coals, Fiſh, the Bill. 
Salt, and all other Sorts of foreign Merchandiſe, at e Rates, from the 
Port of King's-Lyn, 45 the Rivers of Great Ouſe and Grant, in Veſſels and Bar— 
ges of great Burden ; but by reaſon of a Dam and Sluice eretted at Denver croſs 
the Gale by the Adventurers for draining Bedford Level, the ſaid Navigation is 

7 much prejudiced, not only by Delay in paſſing through the ſaid Sluice, but alſo for 

8 that the Ouſe from that Sluice to Sea is choaked up, that ſmall Veſſels cannot paſs 

; therein without great Danger, Delay, and Charge; and the Navigation is very 

; likely to be ſuddenly loſt, if not prevented: And praying, that all Obſlruttions to 

4 the ſaid Navigation may be removed, whereby their uſual Trade and-Commerce may 

be reſtored. 

Ordered, 
That the ſaid Petition do lye upon the Table, until the Bill for the better 

Preſervation of the Port of King's-Lyn 1n the County of Norfolk be read a ſecond 

time. 


A Petition of the Deputy-Lientenants, Juſtices 45 the Peace, and Grand Fury, County of 
at the Quarter-Seſſions for the County of Huntingdon, and of other the Gentlemen orig 
Freebolders and Inbabitants of the ſaid County, was preſented to the Houſe and gain the Bill, 
read, ſetting forth, That the Corporation of King's-Lyn have lately demanded the 
Corporation for draining Bedford Level, to take away their navigable Saſs erected 
at the Hermitage near Erith, and their Sluices at Denver Dam, which will de- 
prive the Petitioners of the Uſe of the Hundred foot River, whereby the Petitioners 
Towns and Conntries have a far quicker and more certain Navigation than before 
the Draining, to the great Advancement of Trade and Commerce: And praying, 
that the ſaid navigable Saſs and Sluices may be continued, and thereby the Navi— 
gation of the ſaid Hundred-foot River will be preſerved, 
Ordered, 
That the ſaid Petition do lye upon the Table, until the Bill for the better 


Preſervation of the Port of King's-Lyn in the County of Norfolk be read a ſecond 
time, 


Martis 26. die Januar}. 

A Petition of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Common-Council, and principal Inha- Thetford 
bitants of the Borough of Thetford in the County of Norfolk was preſented to the I * for 
Houſe and read, ſetting forth That by means of the great River Ouſe, and“ Bil. 
the navigable Rivers of Brandon and Thetford, conſtant Commerce hath been 
maintained between Thetford and the ſeveral Towns adjacent, and the Port 9 
King's-Lyn; from whence they have been ſupplied with all Sorts of Merchandize, 
and made Returns of their Corn and Grain in Barges, and other Veſſels of good 
Burden: but by reaſon of a Dam fs down croſs the River Ouſe near Denver by 

the Adventurers of draining Bedford Level, before the Month of the ſaid Rivers 
of Brandon and Thetford the Stream is ſo ſtopped, and the River ſo ſilted, that 
the ſmalleſt Veſſels cannot paſs without great Delay and Danger, and the whole 
Navigation is in great Danger of being loſt : And praying, that the ſaid Dam and 
Sluice may be removed, as the only Means to reſtore and preſerve the ſaid Naviga- 


tion. 
Ordered, 


That the ſaid Petition do lye upon the Table, until the Bill for the better 


Preſervation of the Navigation of the Port of King's-Lyn in the County of Nor- 
folk be read a ſecond time. y 


k 
4 


, A Petition of the Owners and Occupiers of Land in the South Level or Diviſion Landbolders 
of the Fens. called Bedford Level, was preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting F South 

forth That the Adventurers 7 draining the ſaid Level of the Fens, in Conſi- ſor the Bill. 

deration of large Shares allotted them, did oblige themſelves to drain the ſaid Le- 

vel, roithout Prejudice to Navigation in the Rivers of Ouſe, Grant, Mildenball, 

and Stoke: But the ſaid Adventurers bave erefled a Dam and Sluice croſs the 

E Ouſe at Denver, below the Mouths all the ſaid Rivers, which hath ſo 

weaken'd their Stream, that they are all ſilted, and the Navigation much prejudic'd, 


I an A 


WE 
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and the Petitioners Lands lye drowned moſt Part of the Tear; and very little Im- 
provement is made, unleſs in thoſe Lands purchaſed by partitular Members of the 
Adventurers. That the Petitioners have made ſeveral Complaints to the ſaid Ad- 
wenturers, but can have no Relief, nor Appeal from them, in regard they are by Act 
F Parliament appointed Commiſſioners of Sewers for governing the ſaid Level, 
and the Works thereof, excluſive of all others: And praying, that other Perſons 
having Lands in the ſaid Level, may, according to their Proportions, be joined with 
the ſaid (oc en for governing the ſaid Level. 
rdered, | 
That the ſaid Petition do lye upon the Table, until the Bill for the better 


Preſervation of the Navigation of the Port of King's-Lyn in the County of Nor- 
folk be read a ſecond time. 


Jovis 28. die Januarij. 
Bury St. El. A Petition of the Aldermen, Burgeſſes, and Commyn-Council of the Town and 
mond's Pet. Borough of Bury St. Edmond's in the County of Norfolk was preſented tothe Houſe 
* % and read, ſetting forth. That the Inhabitants of the ſaid Borough, and Parts 
adjacent, have hitherto been well ſupplied with Coals, Fiſh, and all Sorts of foreign 
Commodities, from the Port of King's-Lyn, at reaſonable Rates, by the navigable 
Rivers of Great Ouſe and Mildenhall; bur by reaſon of a Sluice and Dam erected 


by the Adventurers for draining 7 the Fens of Bedford Level, croſs the River 


Ouſe near Denver, the Streams of the ſaid River are become ſilted, ſo that ſmall 
Boats cannot poſe to and fro without much Danger and Delay, to the great Preju- 
dice of the ſaid Navigation, and the Trade and Commerce of the Petitioners: And 
praying, that _ ſaid Obſtrufions to the ſaid Navigation may be removed. 
rdered, | 
That the ſaid Petition do lye upon the Table, until the Bill for the better 


Preſervation of the Navigation of the Port of Xing's-Lyn in the County of Nor- 
folk be read a ſecond time, 


The Bill rad The Council attending to be heard for and againſt the Bill for the better Pre- 
a ſecond time. ſervation of the Navigation of the Port of King's-Lyn in the County of Norfolk, 
they were called in, and the Bill was read a ſecond time; and the Council for 


2 againſt the Bill were heard, and divers Witneſſes were examin'd on both 
Sides. 


Proofs of Lyn at the Bar of the Houſe of Commons, Jan. 28. 


5 +, Dep 8 YCouncil for the Bill. 


It was admitted, that draining the Fens was by all Acts and Ordinances limited 


to be done without Prejudice to Navigation of the Port of Lyn, and Rivers be- 
longing thereto, 


It was proved, Proved by 
Witneſſes ſor 


43 1. That before the Dam and Sluice was erected, the Tide flow'd 
24 Miles higher than now they do, in the deep Rivers of / Richard Allen. 
Ouſe, Grant, Stoke, and Mildenhall. | Francis Lord. 


2, That the Tides are wholly ſtopp'd out of thoſe Rivers by William Wendy. 
the Flood-gates. 0 . . 


3. That the Sole or Foundation of the Sluice is raiſed, and 57 


— —— 


above eight Foot higher than the Bottom of the old River (up- Dr. Brady: 


* w % Gaug's in Preſence 
on which it is placed) whereby ſo much Weight of Mater is C of four Members 


of this Houſe. 


loſt. — — ET 
j 4. 2 the Waters in the deep River of Ouſe, formerly 1500 
H Feet wide, (are now confin'd to three Tunnels or Arches, each 

} not excceding 18 Feet Water-way) which together with the| F.Fincham,Eſq; 
i large Indraught of the Tides received into the above-men- > 

tioned Rivers twice every 24 Hours, by conſtant Motion in | Dr, Brady. 

? | one Body, did formerly ſcour and keep thoſe Rivers and 

i the Channel to Sea deep and open. 
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9. That the Channels to Sea are ſo grown up, that Ships of 


11. That the Hundred-foot River pretended an Equivalent, 


13. That the Lands in Marſhland and Clack-cloſe Hundred and 
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5. That ſince this Stop, the great River and Channel to Sea are) 


a Proved by 


filted and grown up even higher than the Soal of the Sluice, CEdmond 
whereby the great Stream is become ſhallow and weak, and (William Fuller. 


Quaſh, 


inſufficient to maintain the ancient Channel, ——— 
6. That the Sluice is conſtantly ſhut at ſuch Seaſons of the Tide 


when moſt neceſſary for Paſſage many Hours, ſometimes (Richard Allen, 
Days and Weeks *; and Boats have been unladen, and car- (Francis Lord. 
ried over the Dam a . T5 
7, That the old Rivers above the Sluice are choaked up In | 
Weeds and Mud, and almoſt unpaſſable. - be ſame. 
8. That where large Keels and Barges were formerly uſed, ny 
but flat Boats or Lighters can now paſs. + 2 5 


The ſame. 


Edmond Quaſ\. 


" ſmalleſt Burden cannot paſs unleſs at high Spring- lden William Filler. 


where large Ships uſed to ſail at Neip-Tides, — 
10. That before the Sluices were erected, when the Tides had? 

their ancient natural Courſe up thoſe deep Rivers, which 

were thereby filled with vaſt Quantities of Water, the Ebb 

at Lenne gave way, and was run off two Hours at leaſt before 

it fell back in the Place where the Sluices ſtand, and left the 

Banks and flat Sands ( pretended to be the Cauſe of the Mil-\ 3 

chiefs) bare on both Sides the deep Channel: That when 9 mond Quaſh, 


thoſe Waters, ſo far run up into the Country, return, being 
followed by the Freſhes every twelve Hours, they fell with 
ſuch Weight and Force in a ſtrong and rapid Stream, that 
they cleared the River and Harbour from the Sands brought 
in by the Tides before they could fall and ſottle. 


4 


F.Fincham, Eſq; «nd 
bears no manner of Proportion for Depth or Breadth with ( Pr. and ac. 


; ; - C knowledged b 
the old Rivers, being cut on riſing Ground but ſive or fix Feet ( Mr. Ruſt of 4 
deep. — Corporation to be 


And is but Part of, and divided from the old Stream of the T., but Feet deep. 
River Oꝛeſe that formerly fell by the Hermitage. The Map. 


7 — 


12. That the Damages that may happen by removing the Slui— 


ces, can affect only Part of the South Level, which would 

have no Damage if imbank'd; and there is ſufficient Earth Mr. Fincham, 
for banking againſt the River Ouſe. — _— 
And where ſuch Earth cannot be had againſt Mildenball and 


Brandon Rivers, it may be brought by Boat from the con- Tho. Wright, 
tiguous hard Land with little Charge. — Eſq; 


2— 


Parts adjacent damaged, and which now and for divers Years 
have laid drowned by the Sluices, are far more valuable Mr. Fincham, 


than the Lands 1n the South Level pretended to be preſerved Dr. Brady. 
by the Sluices. — — ä 


14. That great Part of the South Level is by the Sluices much Proved by the ſame, 


impaired in Value, and generally in worſe Condition thang and Will. Wendy, 
before they were erced, ———— and by the Petiti- 


— ons from thou- 
ſands of the Land Owners of the South Level. 


Proofs of the Adventurers at the Bar of the Houſe of Commons, Fan. 28. 


Sir Thomas Powis 


Fir Barbe Chas T Council for the Adventurers againſt the Bill. 


John Tilney— Knew all the Rivers before the firſt Sluices: Both Sluices, old and Wimeſ: a 
new, ſtopped the Tides That between the Sluice and German's Bridge, the cainſt the Bull 


River and Navigation is as good as it has been in any time theſe forty Tears. 


* The Land-Floods 


deſcending the Hundred- foot Drain in Winter- ti ice- 
ſhut for three Weeks together, 8 ed - foot Drain in Winter- time, have kept the Sluice- door: 


* Thomas 


70 


Thoma Harvey Knew the Sluice for 30 Years: This laſt Sluice is better for 
Navigation and the Paſſage of Boats, and more convenient; but cannot ſay 
the Waters are anore united. | 

It;lliam Hookham— The River from the Shuice to St, Germans as deep as former- 
ly, hard Gravels appearing in the Bottom. ” Þ 

William Hales— * That the Rivers to Cambridge are as deep as ever they were, We 
and large Keels may ſtill go to Lambs-ware as far and well as ever they did: 8 
* Can have no Water in dry Times, but by penning with freſh Doors; and if re- =. 
moved, no Paſſage for Boats. 3 

Richard Rufſel—The new Sluice built about 12 Years ſince: The Tides often H 
flow up the Hundred-foot River about 14 or 15 Miles——The River Ouſe s 
above the Sluice 10 or 12 Feet deep The Hundred-foot near the Sluice 
bath 20 Feet Water, was plummed Monday was ſe'nnight: But acknowledges 
that the Hundred-foot River is generally not above fix Feet deep upward 
There are more Watermen now than ever. 

John Vipin—* All Goods are cheaper carried to St. Ives than formerly, (viz.) be- 
fore Coals carried at fix Shillings per Chaldron, now three Shillings per Chal- 
dron If the Sluice be removed, the Smith Level will be drowned He = 
is Owner of a Lot in Sutton, formerly worth but ten Shillings per Ann. now = 
ro 50 Shillings per Ann. — Ons that at this time the South Level is 
drowned. f 

Robert Spenner—Conceives the Dam preſerves the Stb Level: If removed, |" 
ſome Scores of Houſes will be deſtroy'd ; but ſays the Houſes ſtand on the ; 
Banks, which would be uninhabited 
the Sluice. 1 

Mr. Merrit—That he made a Draught of the Sea Shores and Sands at the En- = 
trance of Lyn-haven, about five Years ſince : That he ſounded the Rivers Mon- MX 
day ſe'nnight, where he was directed, and deliver'd a Note and account of WW 
Depths and Diſtances—— That the River two Miles above Lyn towards St. Ger- | 
mans is a Mile broad. : ö 

Thomas Dawes—That he did help to remove the Banks inward, whereby the | 
River was widen'd five or fix Poles in Breadth, and about twenty Poles in | 
Length below Lyn at Captain Thousbye's Bank. | 

Francis Childes—Knows the widening the River againſt Kenwick Houſe toward 
Germans above Lyn ſeven Poles broad, twenty Poles long“ The River is 
as navigable now as 40 Tears ago——The new Sluice is better than the old 
one; kept out the Tides better, and is wider——The Tides commonly run 
16 Miles up Bedford River. | Oe: | 

Thomas Mott * That there it generally eight Foot Water from the Sluice nine | 
Miles towards Lyn; but from Germans to Lyn, no more than two or three | 
Foot deep at Low-water, the Banks being wider than formerly But knows 
no Alteration of Banks for 20 Years; hath been a Pilot fo long The Paſ- 
fage in that Part at three or four Foot dangerous, 

Mr. Beverly—The River about ten Miles from Lyn, 1n the broadeſt Part, 1s nine | 
Furlongs wide; and from Comonſtath Tard Lyn to Comonſtath at Weſt Lyn, 1s 
160 Yards wide, | 

Thomas Robotham—Some Houſes and Jetties at Old Lyn waſhed away and gone * 5 
with the counter Shore: The Haven thereby made wider ſevcral Yards; but WM 
the Haven was deeper then. : . 

William Galloway — Removing the Sluice will drown 20,000 Acres — The 
Tide would riſe five or fix Foot No good Earth to make up Banks 

| | Owns the Level is now drowned by the Freſhes Some Lands worth 10, 

5 | | 15, 20 l. per Acre per Ann. would be damaged * Navigation above the 

2 Sluice more convenient ;, and not worſe below 7 or 800 Firkins of Butter 

[ weekly ſent up to London, bought at the Market at Denver Sluice——The 

1 Sluice drives x Tides into the Hundred-foot River ten Miles. 

| Jobn Brett—The Tide goes up the Hundred-foot 14 or 15 Miles: The Hundred. 

c | foot River is deeper than the Ouſe * If the Sluice be removed, it will ruin 

| the South Level. 


r 


Some 1000 of Acres advantaged by | 


* Theſe Affirmations do not very well agree with the Hiſtory. 
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——Cory— * More Water comes by Lyn than before the Draining — The Weft 
Water which formerly went, and {ſhould go by WWisbech, now deſerted by the 


River Oruſe Went zo Years ſince by Walſ9ken Bridge into Tisbech River. 
Hunt — That 18 Years ago one of the Gates broke at the Sluice, and the 


Tide ran up nine Miles in the Ouſe, and got into the Ditches, and damaged 


much Land by Salt Water; but ſays, the Water got through the Tunnels in- 
to thoſe Ditches, and the Banks were not overflow'd. 


After Witneſſes were examin'd on both Sides, the Council withdrew, and the 


Bill was open'd. 5 . ; | 
A Motion being made that the Bill be committed, a Debate ariſing thereupon, 
Reſolved, 
That the Debate be adjourned until Saturday ſe'nnight. 


ovis 18. die Februarij 9% Gul. tertij. 

The Houſe according to the Order of the Day, reſumcd the adjourned Debate 
touching the Commitment of the Bill for the better Preſervation of the Naviga- 
tion of the Port of King's-Lyn in the County of Noll. 

And the Queſtion being put that the Bill be committed, 

It paſſed 1n the Negative. 


The Corporation of Adventurers conſiſted of William Earl of Bedford, Gover- 


nor, | 


| Bailiffs, 
Arthur Earl of Angleſey. Richard Lord Gorges. ., _ 
Sir Thomas Chicheh, Chancellor of the Dutchy, and one of his Majeſty's 


Privy Council; and three others. 


Conſervators. | 
Sir Henry North, Baronet. 
Sir Nich. Pedley, Knight. 
Sir Thomas Fitch, Knight; 


Sir Thomas Willis, Baronet, 

Sir Fohn Hewet, Baronet. 

Sir Fobn Chichley, Knight, 
and Fourteen others. 


From what has been aid, leave it to the People intereſſed to judge, whether 
Denver and Hermitage Sluices are prejudicial to Navigation or not: It ſhall be 
the Buſineſs of the next Section, to ſhew whether they are of Uſe to Draining 
or not, 
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SECT. VI. 


Of the good Condition of the South Level before Denver Slices were reti 
ed for the Benefit of that Level only. = - and of the bad State of Drain- 


ing in that Diviſion of the Fens, ſince thoſe Sluices were built » - with 
the Reaſons thereof aſſign'd. 


T doth not appear from any Accounts given of this Country, or from the 
b Tcnor of any Preſentments, that the Sourh Level was drowned in Summer- 
time, after the Fen-Waters had Paſſage given them to Sea through Lenne-baven - 
zut in Winter during the Time of Land-Floods, Part of this Level was doubt- 
leſs overflow'd, in the ſame manner that all River Meadows then are. However, 
the Freſhes continued not long over the Face of the Level, but glided off and fell 
into the Rivers, and were by them convey'd to Sea, in tolerable good time leav- 
ing the Land they had floated, enrich'd by the ſubſided Soil they left behind 
them, with which they came ſo impregnated from the high Countries, that. 
they were anckare called the White Waters. Thus the Waſhes between the Old 


and New Bedford River are at this Day more valuable than any other Part of the 

| Fens, made ſo by the White Waters having their Paſſage between their Banks. &- 
| And | 4 
1 That this was the good Condition of the Sourh Level at the time theUndertaking Wet 


for a General Draining commenced, I ſhall fully prove in this Section. 

For tho' after the 15 for the Fen- Waters by WWisbech was loſt, (ſee how, 
Sect. 3.) Part of the Fens became totally drowned, until a new Cut was made 
from Little portrebair to Rebeck, ( ſee from A to B in Hayward's Map) and the 
Waters of Great Ouſe were let down this new Cut, and had their Courſe 

given them through Lenne-bhaven to Sea; yet afterwards the Land and Sea 
Waters did by degrees grind and wear this Channel ( heretofore very nar- 
row) ſo wide and deep, that it became very capable of conveying to Sea 
all the Fen-Waters that were led by Drains or Rivers to this Courſe, as were 
thoſe of the South Level: but the Drains of the Middle and North Level 
having been made to convey their Waters into Wisbech River, when that 
Outfall was perfect, they were of no uſe to carry the Fen-Waters into | 
Iyn River, after JVisbech Channel decay'd. Therefore theſe two Levels, for 
want of proper Outfalls to Sea, were very much incommoded with Waters. 
And the Commiſſioners of Sewers having by their ordinary Power no Authority 
to make new Drains, and the Country differing with them, and with one ano- 
ther, about making new Works to convey the Fen-Waters to the new Outfall by 
T.yn, the ſaid Fens lay for the moſt Part ſurrounded ; and therefore at length the | 
Commiſſioners of Sewers for thoſe Parts exhibited a Petition, (June 19. 1618.) to 
theLords of the Privy-Council, ſhewing theſe Inconveniencies, and deſir'd for Pre- 
vention of farther Differences and Delays, that their Lordſhips would order one 
of the Clerks of the Council to take a View with them of the Outfalls, who, as 
a Perſon indifferent, might inform their Lordſhips of the Feaſibleneſs of the 
Work of Draining, and of the fitteſt Means to effect it. 

Hereupon their Lordſhips appointed Sir Clement Edmonds, one of their Clerks, 
to accompany the Commiſſioners ; which he did the next Argu/t.——And after 
they had taken a general View of the Fens and their Outfats, he made his Re- 
Port to thoſe Lords the 29th of September after, 


So much of his Report as relates to the River Orſe, and to the Sourh Level, 
15 as followeth. | 


. : "T7 


Sir Clement *©* The River Ouſe coming along by the Town of Bedford, Huntingdon, and 


Edmonds his «cc | ; Rc. a a ; 4 
Rejert of the- St. Ives, and ſo paſſing doten to his Outfall at Lyn, is a goodly fair River through 


State of the ont; and from below Ely downward runneth with ſuch a Current, that it is ab- 
South Level. * ſolntely the beſt Sewer of all that Country. And the Country all along the 


River Side, both in Cambridgeſhire and in the Iſle, being a very rich Soil, and 

* well inhabited, is not otherwiſe much troubled with Waters but in Winter, and 

in Time of Floods, occaſion'd by the Waters being ſtopped between Huntingdon 

and Ely by Weeds, Weres, Hards, &c. and by the River being made ſhallow 
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« apainſt Ely, as in or ber Parts by Gravelr and Fords, wobich oright ro be remotie d 
2 the readier Paſſage of the Water in Time of Floods, &. | 


That Weeds, Weers, &c. were great Obſtacles to Draining, and the Means of „ Peer, 
drowning the Country, innumerable Laws of Sewers teſtify, ——Burt for Brevity te chief Cane 
Sake, I'll only inftance the following Ordinances and Laws made at Ely, April of — 
27. 5 1 wo: Fern,. 

7 Richard by Divine Providence Biſhop of EH Andrew Pearce, Dean of 

* Fly, &c. To all manner of Perſons having any Weers, Stamps, or Annoy- 
« ance within any Rivers, Lodes, Streams, or common Sewers within the 
Hundred of Ey, &c. ſendeth greeting——Commanding you, on the Queen's 
« Behalf, to remove the ſame, &c. upon the Pains expreſſed. Witnels our 
“ Hands 27. April, 16. Elig. ; 

Every Weer from Erich Bridge to Harrimer Weer, to be in Breadth in the 
* Weer Mouth 22 Feet Every Weer to have a Door the Breadth of 14 Feet 
= From Harrimer to Prieſt-houfes, every Weer Mouth to be 24 Feet, on 
Pain of forfeiting 51. Alſo that no Perſon having Weers and Stamps, make 
* any Dam to hinder the Water-Courſe. | 
* Alſo when great Floods and Abundance of Water ſhall chance, then every 
Owner of Stamps or Weers to pluck up one Hurdle of every Door, on Pain 
of forfeiting 51. 

That all Streams, Sewers, &*c. be cut and ſheered three times a Year : The 
* firſt time before the laſt Day of May—the ſecond before the laſt Day of June 
* —the third before the laſt Day of July for every time omitting to forfeit 40 
“ Shillings—on Refuſal the Town to cut it—on the Town's Neglect, they to loſe 
* likewiſe Theſe Laws ſhew, that Weeds, Weers, &c. were very prejudi- 
cial to Draining. And therefore the Lord Chief Juſtice Popham, in his Scheme 
for Draining, Anno 1605. provided againſt all Weers, Stamps, Hards, &c. 

Mr. Atkins is alſo full of Complaints againſt theſe Prejudices——He ſays, 
the Hardes above Ely are in narrow Parts of the River, whereby they very 
much hinder the Land Floods in their Paſſage, eſpecially thoſe about Sryerham, 
which of all others are the worſt, being Gravels laid over the River on Purpoſe 
by Cart to fetch their Fodder and Hay out of the Fens. Theſe Gravels being 
three or four in Number do great harm to Draining, faith he; and therefore the 
whole Way of Orſe from St. Ives to Littleport ought to be cleared of theſe Im- 
pediments, and then the Country would not be drowned: For he faith, a little 
above Erith Bridge, on the South Side of Ouſe, beginneth a good Bank, which 
leadeth thence by the River Side over Cote-ward, and thence turneth Southerly 
toward Over Town. Tis an adjoiſted Bank, and is diſtreſſed by the Floods of 
Ouſe, they riſing commonly three Feet above the Soil of Over-Fens; becauſe at 
Over there is a very ſtrait Weer kept, and becauſe it is the uſual Place of Paſlage 
croſs all manner of Stops be made to ſhorten the Way. 

From Overcote to the White Houſe in Stretham, the Ouſe hath certain Banks for 
the moſt part on, both Sides, which Banks lye not cloſe upon the River, but or- 
dinarily 18 or 20 Poles between Bank and Bank, and is no where ſtraitned but 
at the Weers, and a little at Erith. 

In which Town, at the Bridge, the River is 14 Feet deep, and very broad; Frith Briage 
the Bridge having 12 Arches, cach 12 Feet wide, or more, fo that the great 132 Feet 
Floods have ſmall Stay there. TLRs | _ 

Nor would overflow the Meadows, but that the River is much ſtraiten'd be- 
tween that and Overcote, and the Floods much holpen by Over Bank ſtopping the 
arg in the River at the Cote, and other like Annoyances between that and 

it h. | 

And of Weers, Mr. Atkins ſays there were many. — One near the White 
Houſe in Stretham, call'd Pool. Meer. And below the ſame, within one Stone's 
Caſt, there's a Gravel laid by Stretham Men to cart their Fodder out of Willow 
Fen, a great Cauſe of drowning the Fens.——Near Harrimere at the Ferry-Houſe 
is a Weer ſtraitning the River. And a little below this, there is a new Houſe 
built, and by it a Weer. Between Overcote and Andrey Cauſeway be five 
Weers.——He faith, that theſe Stops in time of Floods ws the Waters of Oyſe 
to run violently into the Weſt Water, and alſo through Over-lode, which paſſeth 
down to Willingham Meer, and fo into Orſe again, drowning all the Meadows it 

7 


paſſeth 


cc 


* * 
$4 pa 


. 
— 


— 2 
8 
8 Ws 
— = 


= 


2 


_ 2 
% = 


A. D. 
1604. 


The State of 


ts South 
| cvel. 


[74 ] 
paſſeth through. — And the Veſt Water falling over Frith Cauſeway did, in Ja- 
nuary 1602. drown Haddenham Delphs, otherwiſe ſafe, their Banks being made 
of Clay mixed. : 

That Weers, Stamps, Gravels, &c. had this fatal Effect of drowning the 
Country, is already proved; and fo ſenſible of it was my. Lord Popham, that 
in his Project for draining, as is before obſerv'd, all thoſe 3136 were to 
have been remov'd. 3 Ho: 

And had they been remov'd, it is the Opinion of moft Men now, as it was 
then of the moſt experienc'd Commiſſioners of Sewers, of my Lord Gorges, 
Weſterdyke, Atkins, and many other the moſt judicious Artiſts, that the South 
Level, with little more imbanking than was at that time, would have been made 
good Winter Land. 

For tho? theſe Impediments to the Paſſage of the Land-Floods made them riſe 
high, and overflow Land that would have been otherwiſe ſafe; yet the Freſhes 
did not ſtagnate in the Fens, and ſurround them hurtfully; they were good 
Summer Land at worſt, and in moderate Years whole Year Grounds. 

And this good Condition of the Fens in the South Level I ſhall prove, 

1. From the Account given of them by the eminent Mr. Richard Atkins, 
when he took the Survey, at the fame time that Mr, Hayward made a Map of 
the Fens. 

2. From the Demand of the firſt Undertakers for draining the Fens, who de- 
manded Part of each Fen, more or leſs, as each was more or leſs ſubje& to be 
overflow'd | 

2. From the Petitions of the Land-Owners and Inhabitants of the South Le- 


vel to the King, &c. at the Time the Undertaking for a general Draining was 


in Agitation. 
4. From the Quantity of Land the preſent Corporation of Adventurers poſſeſs 
as a Reward for Draining. | 


And firſt, the Account given by Mr. Atkins ſhews, what good State the South 
Level was in above 120 Years ſince. | 


Relatio R. A. de Mariſcis & eorum ſiatu, Anno 1640. Menſe. Januarii & 


Februarii. 
Roxham Rox ham Fens, a Hamlet of Deerbam. 
Deerham Deerbam Fens be about 2 Miles long and + of a Mile broad; they be 


much drowned, and long, eſpecially the Veſt End next Helgay, which ar- 
gueth Default in the River about Helgay Bridge. 


88 Fens be about two Miles long, + broad : In all theſe do 
I, e Meerbam, Wretton and Stoke Intercommon. The Common 
"tp ; next the Field is much of it very good Sheep Paſture. By 
af $2 Stoke River ordinary Fen Grounds, 

Norwold —— : | 

Methwold Within theſe Fens the King hath four ſeveral Fens - Sir 


Ed. Moundford renewed the Leaſe of theſe Fens when he had yet ſeventeen 
Years to come therein. He gyſted the laſt Summer 800 Beaſts. 

The Water in Xing's-Dike, within a Furlong of Stoke River, runneth back 
to Sothery, and fo into Ouſe; which in my Opinion argueth ſome great 
Defe& about Helgay Bridge. | 


Feltwell Fens be ordinary five Miles deep and two broad ; they have a 
Mou Fen yielding about two Acres to every Houſe. | 
Helgay —— 2 500 Acres of which is ſubject to be drowned, 6co Acres are Im- 
Sothery banked. 
Hoc woll. 2? Hath Fens belonging to it of ſeveral Names. — Tinłer's Fen ver 
cum Wilton, ſmall, on it the Brewhouſe ſtands. — Fodder Fen very ſmall. 
Mood Fen two Furlongs North and South, four Farkas 


Eaſt and Weſt.— Mow Fen and Horſe Fen.— IWood Fen, and 
the Cloud, a three Corner Piece, each Side one Mile long. 
— Sea Fen is a common Fen, a feed Fen, and good Grounds 
one Mile: long, : a Mile broad. Cole's Fen one Mile 
long, + broad; it is a feed Fen, &c. 
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Meeting — Hath certain low Grounds to the Omſe Sideward; which altho' 
they be not boggy and rotten Fens, yet be they oft ſurcharged with Water, 
which is as well natural as by overflowing of the Ouſe, the Ground itſelf be- 
ing a wateriſh ſpringing Soil, and very plaſhy ; the Earth for the moſt Part 
gravelly: Theſe Grounds be not above a Mile long. 

Brandon Hath two large Fens, the Eaſt Fen and Veſt Fen, about three 
Mile long; Brandon River yieldeth not much Water to hurt the Fens. 

rang ford Hath but ſmall Fens. ; 

Lakenbeath—— Hath great Fens, wherein be divers Severals; and there be- 
long to it two or three great Sedge Fens, and allo a common Fen called 
Stallonde, a Piece three corner'd, each Side three Miles long; into this 
Fen the Lord taketh in many giſt Cattle, &c. 

Iſerell—— Hath but ſmall Fens. | 

Mildenhall Hath great and good Fens. Theſe Fens about the Rows and 
ſo to the River be very good Fens, or rather Meadows ; the part on the 
North of Mildenhall, toward Iſewell, be the worſt Fens ſpringing ſpuing 
Marſh ; thoſe Fens are accounted to hold three Miles ſquare. To 
Mildenball belong two Mow Fens; one of fineſt Stuff, and another of 

courle Slover. _ | | 

Soham The Fens of Sham be accounted five Miles deep from the Town to 
the River, and are ſaid to be 30 or 40 Miles about by old Milliam the 
Fenreve. | | 

The Mere is a Mile broad, and two Miles long. It continually loſeth from 
the Land, ſo as one about 20 Years taking a Leaſe of Q. Fliz. of the 
Waſte of the Aſere, another hath ſince that taken another Leaſe between 
the former and the Mere. 


There be uſvally in Soham three Herds of Cattle, each conſiſting of 700 
Beaſts. 

Iſiebam- — Hath three common Fens, whereof that next the Town is beſt ; 
they be not full of Sedge and Reeds, but plain and good feed. . 

Fordham. Fens uſed moſt for Turbary, eſpecially the lower Part; a Brook 
that ſerves two or three. Mills by breaking its Banks often drowned theſe 
Fens. | 

Micken Fens about 15 Mile long, but very narrow. | 

Lanward Hath no Fens, and a Piece in the Top of Burwell Fens, little 
above + Mile ſquare, 

Burwell—— Hath great and good Fens, extending from Burwell Block near 
Lameard, to the Ouſe, four Miles deep, three Miles broad. 

Swafſ ham———Priory hath good Fens, extending from the Town to the Ouſe 
three Miles, and from Reach-lode to Swaffham-lode is two Miles! diſtance. 
The Fens of Swaff ham be Imbanked, viz. with the Bank of Reach-lode from 
Reach to Upwere, thence to Williamſon's Cote, ſo by Swaff ham-lode End by 
the River, thence to Swaff ham Town by the Lode ſide throughout. 

Theſe Banks ſerve to defend the ſudden overflowing of Grant, and keep 


them undrowned when the Fens on each Side be under Water, &c. 

Reach Is a Hamlet of Swaff ham. 

Hath certain low Grounds, called Long-meadowo Moor, very good 

Sheep Paſture, to the Number of 600 or 700 Acres. There are kept upon 
it, as one told me, ſeven Flocks of Sheep. 

The Fens of Botteſbam lying between Borteſham-lode and Swaff ham-lode,they be 
much drowned ; thoſe next the Town they are for Turbary much. 
North-Weſt of Botteſham-lode hath 2 0 95 a very good Fen for Beaſts, 

which gocth down to Grant near Clayhith. 

O199——Hath but ſmall Fens. 


Horningsby ——Þe. accounted three Miles deep about the Middle, between the 


Cauſeway and Clay-hith ;, and it is counted two Miles from the Cauſeway 
to the End of theſe Fens next Clay-hith, 


A Kill paſſing through theſe Fens, and having no ready Paſſage to any Out- 


fall, but running from Dike to Dike, while it ſerves to fetch their firing, 
it leaves the Fen often not depaſterable. 


Ilaterbeach — Hath on the Side of the Town next Grant, a Fen called Millar 
Fen; whereof that part that is on the Eaſt and South is reaſona ble good 
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Ground, but very moſſy and bad to the Northward; and hath there been 
uſed for Turf Ground in time paſt, 

'Fhis Fen is Imbanked round about. | 

More North hes a Fen called Beach-gift Fen, ( containing North and South 
about three Miles, Faſt and Weſt about two, Miles ) ſome call it Denny-gi/t 
Fen, becauſe Denny may take in yearly. —Gi/t Beaſt, and as Bech Men f : 
they thereby take in many Years ſans numb. "— 

Denny Severals— The Severals of Denny, between Cambridge and Stretham Ferry, 
lie upon the ſame Level that Gift Fen doth. The Soil a very rank Clay. 

(hittering Is a Mow Fen, belonging to Beach and Denny ; about two Miles 
long, + broad. | 

Landbeach—— They have little Fen Grounds, but between the Town and Denny 
be good Sheep Paſture ; only by are Fen Side they have a long Spong of 
marſh Ground; on the Face thereof it is ſomewhat mooriſh, but under- 
neath a Gravel. 3 

Cottonham Hath very good Fens, and great; viz, from a Fen by Aldrich 
Cauſeway, called Shell, to Chittering Fen on the Eaſt. 

The Fens of Cottenbam be at leaſt four Miles long Eaft and Weſt, and about 
1 Mile broad, and have the River of Ouſe by all the way on the North. 

C ottonbam Fens are all Imbanked, and good Proviſion made to convey their 
Water, more than any Fen Town thereabout hath : Yet are the Banks in 
many Places defective, inſomuch as Chare Fen lycth oft and long drowned, 
and overfloweth into Chittering. Becauſe near to the Cote in Stretham, 
called the White-hoyſe, there is a Were, called Pool-were, 16 Foot deep, 
Cc. And below the ſame, within one Stone Caſt, there is a Gravel laid by 
Stretham Men to Cart their Fodder out of Willow Fen, where the Water 
runneth not above two Feet deep; a great Cauſe of drowning of the Fens. 

Stretham There belong to Stretham good Fens; Stretham Fens, viz. Willow 
Fen, Tidal Fen, &c. be drowned 16 or 18 Inches on plain Ground, when 
the Fens on the Eaſt of Grant between Wicken and Barway be drowned not 
above eight or nine Inches ordinarily. . 

The Cores above Harrimere to Aldrich Bridge be theſe: 1. Potters-Cote, a Mile 
from Harrimere. 2. Moggs-Cote, Miles above Potters, and 1s the Fer- 
ry-Houſe: Here is a Were ſtraitning the River. 

White-Honuſe, a Mile above Moggs , here is a deep Weer. 

Ontlaws-Cate, Miles above TWhite-Horſe. 

Allittle between this Cote there is a new Houſe built, and by it a Weer. 

The Cote by Aldrich Bridge. : 

Aldrich Bridge conſiſteth of nine Arches, being 14 Feet wide one with ano- 
ther. 

Rampton——They have but little Fen-Ground of their own, but only a ſmall 

Fenn call'd Jam. 

illingbam— They have good Fens and many, namely, Hemſall, Middle Fen, 
New-ditch Fen, Weſt Fen, Cattox, Shelfold, Eſtland, Middle-hill. 

Above Aldrich Cauſeway to the Weſt lyeth certain ſeveral Fens, or Low- 
grounds of Willingham ;, ſeveral of which be defended againſt the Ouſe, by 
a Bank ordinarily ſeven Foot in the Bottom, and three Foot in the Top, 
made by divers Soils ; but moſt commonly of a kind of blackiſh, moultry 
Clay, contracted in the Moor by the overflowing of Ouſe: Theſe Seve- 
rals he along by Orſe on the North, and extend from Aldrich Cauſeway, 
as high almoſt as Willingham Cote, call'd Willingham Flats, which 1s about 
a Mile above the Cauſeway and a little more; and from thence leaving the 
Onfe, turn South and Weſt, 

Theſe 


and not depaſterable in Winter, eſpecially after the firſt Flood or ſwelling 
of the Ouſe. | 


The Soil of the common Fens of Willingham ( eſpecially in Weſt Fen and 
Bart-Fen) is very good, and the Fens in Nature Land Meadows, except 


about the Mere near the Ouſec. The Fens to the Landward be moſt Gravel, 


and many Pits be there digged for that purpoſe. 
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Banks ( eſpecially next Owſe) be very loſe and full of moggy Holes, 
whereby all the Grounds adjoining be wet and plaſhy, (if not drowned ) 
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Obe — They have, beſides Veſt Fen and Clattox, wherein they Intercommon 
with Willingham, good Fens, in Nature Meadows, lying over againſt Eb. 
From Over to Erith leadeth a Bank, dividing the Fens : the Paſtures on the 
IWe/t by reaſon of this Bank are longer drowned then they below, towards 
Willingham be; for that as well the overflowing of Orſe, as alſo the Waters 
from Long Stanton, and the Parts adjoining, falling in between Over and 
Smaſey, are thereby ayes and reſtrained at Frith; which, in my Opint- 
on, is a Cauſe why the Water paſſeth in ſo vehemently at Frith Bridge to 
the IWeſt Water: For below the Hermitage, about half a Mile, 1 have in 
time of a Flood ſeen the Water on the North of Erith Cauſeway, higher 
bv a Foot and half than that in the Delphs,and it hath broke and run through 
the Cauſeway into the Delphs : which Water again within leſs than a Mile, 
hath in the Faſt Part of the Cauſeway run over, out of the Delphs into 
Sutton Fens, on the North Side of the Cauſewav, and ſo by all the way to 
the very Skirts of Haddenham Fields. Over hath very good Fens ; two 
Miles broad, and above one Mile long ; very Meadows. 

A little from above Erith Bridge, on the South of Ouſe, beginneth a good 
Bank which leadeth thence by the River Side to Over Cote Weſtward, and 
there turneth Southerly towards Over Town. This Bank is often fore d1- 
ſtreſs'd by Ouſe, which upon a Flood riſeth above the Level of Over Fens 
adjoining, three Foot commonly: It is an agiſted Bank, and every Man 
knoweth his Charge thereon. | ; 

At Over Cote the Ouſt is much ſtraitned ; viz. on the South Side by this 
Bank, and on the North by another Bank. 

Here is alſo a very ſtrait Were kept, and becauſe it is the uſval Place of 


Paſſage over, all manner of Stops be made to ſhorten or make narrow 
the Wav. 


At this Cote there falleth in a Lode from out of Orſe, under Over Bank, 


called Over-lode, which I have ſeen run with great Violence, by reaſon of 
the Stops before ſpoken of in Ou e. This Lode paſſeth along on the 7 
of the Bank, clean from his Courſe Sorrhiward, towards Over Town, where 
by the way it falleth through the Bank at two Wooden Bridges in ſuchi 
Quantities, as ſerveth well to drown the good Meadows before ſpoken of; 


lo into Orſe again. 


Hereby it appeareth, this Bank from Erith to Over, was made and ſtill is 
maintain'd rather for Paſſage of Travellers, than to defend the Waters out 
of the Fens. | | 

From Over-Cote to WWhite-houſe in Stretham, the Ouſe hath certain Banks 
( ſuch as they be) for the moſt part on both Sides; which Banks lie not 
cloſe upon the River, but ordinarily 18 or 20 Poles between Bank and 
Bank, and is no where ſtraitned but a little at Frith Town, and at the 


Weres. —— Between Over-cote and Aldrich Cauſeway be tive Weres, 
whereof I noted one not 24 Foot by Eſtimation. 


Swaſey—— The laſt of the Fen Towns this way. They have but ſmall Fens, 
other than thoſe between them and Over, which on the South next Lonp- 


Stanton are very Meadows; but ſometimes much overflown, by reaſon the 
Water which cometh from Stanton and Parts adjoining, can have no Pas- 
ſage when Orſe hath ſurrounded the Grounds above Over Bank to Erith. 

What with the ſtraining of Owſe at Over-cote, and the maintaining of Over 
Pank from Over to Erith, the Grounds under Swaſey, Drayton, and Fen- 
Stantn, be longer and decper drowned, than thoſe below Over Bank be to- 
ward IVWillingham, 

Above Over-cote to St. Tves-ward, the Grounds be all Meadows; yet ſuch be 
often and long drowned, eſpecially next Over, and above the Cote againſt 
Srſey, and the Grounds South of Onſe, Upon the Edge of the River 
lyeth a poor Bank to defend the River from overflowing ; which argueth 

rowning more than the Country deſireth. 

Drayton-—— They have little or no Fen, notwithſtanding their Meadows with 

every little Auſh of Water be overflown. | 


Fen- Stanton They have hardly any Fens. 


and fo the Water paſſeth from thence down toward Villingbam Mere, and 


X St. Iues— 


1 
dt. Tves—— They have no Fens, but all good Meadows. 

The Water at the Bridge is very deep and broad, and in greateſt Floods hath 
ſinall ſtay there; but the Channel is much ſtraitned between that and Over- 
cote, whereof followeth a great Cauſe of the Overflowings of the Meadows 
between that and Over Bank, much holpen by the ſaid Bank ſtopping of 
the Paſſage of the River at the Cote, and other like Annoyance between 


that and Erith. : 
Above the Ferry hath a ſmall piece of Fen, lying between the Mea- 


dows and the Field Skirts. 

At Erith the Ouſe is 14 Foot deep ordinarily. 

Erith Bridge hath nine Arches, or places for Paſſage of Water; every Arch is 
12 Foot wide or more. | 

Below Erith to Aldrich-ward the River exceedeth not ordinarily in depth 5 Foot, 
whereof the Water that paſſeth under Erith Bridge is a part of the Cauſe, 
C which ſee in Over, p. 77.) and certiin ſtrait Weres, of which there are 
tive between Over and Aldrich Cauſeway. And Willingham and Over Fens 
unbank'd, which otherwiſe would forcethe Water to grind a Channel. Ano- 


ther Cauſe. 


Frith 


This Deſcription of Mr. Atkins plainly prove, that notwithſtanding the many 
Obſtruqtions in Ouſe, yet that the Fens in the South Level were the beſt part of 
them River Meadow, che worſt Summer Land. And the Demand of the firſt Un- 
dertakers, as a Recompence for draining, confirms this Account given by Mr. 


Athins. I'xample: 


A. D. The DEMANDS of Sir William Ayloff, Bart. and Anthony Thomas, Eſq, 
1620. April 13. 1620. 8 

The Denman 

e Jo have two third Parts of all Subjects Lands ſurrminded all the Tear. 


takers as a 


Reward to One half Part of all Subjects Lands drowned half the Tear, to us and our Heirs 


Aran the : ee 
Fens. in Perpetuity. 


According to this Proportion they demanded Part of each particular Fen, 
therefore by this Demand we may diſcover how much each Part of this Country 
was drowned before the Undertaking for draining 1t commenced. 

A Liſt of the General Demands you'll find p. 34. I ſhall here take notice of 
thoſe only which relate to the South Level in particular, 


The DEMANDS. 


1. © Fens between the River of Grant Eaſt, and the Hards of One Eighth 
* Milton Waterbeach and Denny Abby Weſt, and ſo extending {Part of the 
* Teſt between the River Oufe on the North, and the Hard- pbetter. 
Lands South up to St. Ives Bridge, and Part on the other Side One 4th Part 
* of the Onſe between Erith and St. Ives of the worſt, 

Therefore the beſt of theſe Fens were in Nature rich River Meadow, the worſt 


good Summer Land, 


. © Sobam Fens by Wickham Hards South —_— one Sixth Part. 
Theſe Fens were therefore in Nature good River Meadows. 


2 


3. © Fens between Mildenhall River and the great River up to Har-NOne Fourth 
* rimere, and the Uplands of Iſſebam, Fordbam, and Soham— 2 Part. 
Theſe drowned but three Months in Winter. 


4. © Fens between Brandon River North, Mildenhall River South, One Third 


and Littleport Fen Weſt - — Part. 
Therefore drowned above three Months. 


5. Fens between Stoke River North, and Brandon River South — One 4th Part. 
Therefore drowned but three Months in Winter, X 
| 6. Pens 
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6. © Fens on the North Side of Stoke River, from Stole Bridge to One Fourth. 
the great River between Helgay and Sroke 
berefore drowned but three Months in the Winter. 


— —̃— Pa rt. 


7. Sutton and Haddenham Fens One Eighth Part. 
Therefore theſe Fens were in Nature rich Meadow Lands. 


—— — — — 


Theſe Demands of the Undertakers plainly ſhew, that the worſt Part of the 
South Level was not drowned above three Months by the Winter Floods, and 
that this Level was at worſt good Summer Land before the Undertakers med- 
died with it: Therefore it was the Adventurers undertook to make them good 
Winter Land. And that the South Level was in the good Condition above. 
mention'd before the Undertaking, is proved and confirmed, in that the Corpo- 
ration of Adventurers actually had no more Land allow'd them for their Under 
taking, than the above-mention'd Sir William Ayloff, and Anthony Thomas, Vig, 
demanded : Viz. 


1. Of the Fens between the River of Grant Eaſt, and the Hards LOVE 8th Part 
of Milton, &c. the Undertakers demanded of the better. 


Acres. 
The whole Quantity of that Land is — 10303. 
The Adventurers bad allotted them out of that Land 1153.—leſs than one 8th Part. 
2. Of Sham Fens, & c. the Undertakers demanded ———— One 6th Part. 
The whole Quantity of that Land is — 4297. 
The Adventurers had allotted them out of that Land 570. —- One 6th Part. 
3. Of the Fens between Mildenhall River, &*c. the Undertakers de- One Fourth 
manded ———— ——— — — Part. 
The whole Quantity of that Land is — 11780. 


The Adventurers had allotted them out of that Land 3053. —Lefs than one 4th Parc. 
4. Of the Fens between Brandon River and Mildenhall River, &. One Third 


the Undertakers demanded — — — Part. 
The whole Quantity f that Land is — 27340. 
The Adventurers had allotted them of that Land 10386. Above One Third Part. 


5. Of the Fens between Sroke River and Brandon River, &c. they One Fourth 
Undertakers demanded — 


The whole Quantity of that Land is 23290, 
The Adventurers had allotted them of that Land —5518.---Leſs than one 4th Part. 


——\ Part. 


6. Of the Fens on the North Side of Stroke River, &c. the Under- One Fourth 


takers demanded —_ — Part. 
The whole Quantity of that Land 1s 2900, | 
The Adventurers had allotted them of that Land— 1029. ———— One Third Part. 


” 


— — 


This Calculation, which is made from Hayward's Account of the whole 
Quantity of Land in the Fens, as deliver'd by him upon Oath to the Commil- 
ſioners at Wisbech, 13. July, 1605. (which ſee in the Appendix) and the Qunan- 
nity the Adventurers have, which is taken from their Lots, as they are laid out 
in their large Map of the Fens, ſhew that they really had no more Land allow- 
ed them for undertaking to drain the whole, than the tirſt Undertakers had, and 
therefore demonſtrably prove the ancient Goodneſs of the Vens, 

This ancient good Condition of the South Level in particular, is alſo ſet forth 
with Inſtances of Demonſtration, in the Petitions from the Inhabitants of this 
Diviſion of the Fens, and the adjacent Uplands, to King Fames I. before the 
Fens were undertaken to be drained; and to the Commiſſioners appointed by 


Lyn Law to be Judges between the Undertakers and the Country — and after- 
wards to the Parliament, as followeth. 


To 
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To the King's moſt Excellent Majeſty. 


The humble Petition of the Inhabitants of the Fen Towns within the 
Counties of / and Cambridge without the Iſle of Ely. 


Sheweth 
U NTO your Highneſs, That whereas a moſt laudable and commendable Work for 


draining of divers ſurrounded Grounds, is at this preſent recommended unto the 
High Court of Parliament; wherein not only the low and bottom Grounds within 
the Iſle of Ely, and other Counties, which be little or nothing worth, are compri- 
ſed; but alſo a great Quantity f Fen-Grounds in the Counties of Suffolk and 
ambridge without the Iſle of Ely, being of good Value, and lying near unto the 
Fields and Upland-Grornds, are propoſed to be brought within the Compaſs of that 
Work, which by reaſon of their Overflowings with the Waters of thoſe Upland 
Gromds are nothing impair'd, but made more fruitful and much better. Now 
for as much as by common Experience we find that ſuch Overflow of Matera doth 
already paſs eaſy enough from thoſe Fen-Grounds where Deſcent is, and doth run 
to the Pan, or loweſt Grounds, where their Fall and Reſting is; and ſo thereby the 
ork of Draining can little avail or profit the ſaid Upland Fen-Grounds, but ra- 
ther impair them, and make them leſs profitable : 


And for that if ſo great a Quantity of Grounds as is required by the Underta- - 


kers in Recompence of their Charge for the ſaid Work, ſhould be proportion'd to theſe 
ſmall Fens; then would the Remnant be ſo little, as where many thouſands 9 
People do now relieve and ſuſtain themſelves thereby, ſcarce two Parts of that Num- 
ber would be able to live of themſelves; which would breed great Inconvenience to 
the State of thoſe Towns. Wherefore we humbly beſeech your Majeſty, that thoſe 
Commons or Fens bordering upon thoſe Upland Grounds, and lying without the Rivers 
of Grant and Ouſe, may be excluded and ft out of the Act of Parliament; or 
elſe that that Law may concern ſuch Grounds only in the ſaid Fen Towns, as are 
always ſurrounded, and do lye in the Bottom or Pan of the ſaid Fens, and not unto 
the firm and ſolid Grounds, 

And herein, as we are all bound, ſo we will pray to God for your Majeſty's long 
and proſperous Reign over us, SC. 


The following Petitions are Complaints of the Fen Inhabitants to the Parlia- 
ment, made againſt the Adventurers for taking their Land away from them: 
zut as I do not intend to recriminate, I ſhall tranſcribe ſo much of each Petition 
only, as ſets forth the ancient State of the Fens in the South Level. 


To the Supreme Authority, the Parliament of the Commonwealth of England. 


The humble Petition of the Owners and Commoners of the Town of 
Lakenheath in the County of Norfolk. 


Sheweth, 


HAT, &c. That your Petitioners had in Uſe about 5700 Acres of con: 
mon Fens, and their principal Suliſiſtence was by the ſaid. Fens; which was no! 
hurtfully ſurrounded Grounds, but ſuch as have been beneficial to us by overflowing. 


Above 1400 Acres of our ſaid Fens are Paſture for Sheep in the = Time of 


inter, they being never drowned (but upon extraordinary Windcatches) and then 


we have reaped moſt Profit from them the Summer following, &c. i 
Signed by above Sixty Inhabitants. 


The Petition of the Inhabitants, &c. of Feltwell in Norfolk. 


Sheweth, 
HA., &c. 


1 thereby, 


e 


That when any Flood happeneth, it cometh by IWindcatches, 
and runs ever but ſome Part of our Grounds, and continues not long; ſo we 
are never kurtfully ſurrounded : But conceive and find thoſe Ground: to be bettered 
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thereby. And in our Fens, time out of mind, have been kept many Nurſes, Cole, 
and young Cattle, all Winter time, &c. 


Signed JOHN CLARK. 


The Petition of the Inhabitants of the Town of Methwold. 
Sheweth, 


HAJ, &c. That they have ſeveral Sheep-walks which conſiſt of not 
leſs than 1700 Sheep, which uſed to feed inter and Summer Pon Or COMMON 
Fens, &c. And that when any Floods happen to be, they come by Wind-catches, and 
tun over but ſom 4 


e part f our Grounds, and continue not long : So we are never 
burtfully furroun ed, but find theſe Grounds much better by ſuch Overſlowings. 
And on theſe Grounds we uſed to keep 3 or 400 Milch-kine for Dairies, and fed 
our working Horſes, and bred Store of young Cattle, which were kept on the 
Common, time out of mind, in Winter, &c. 


Signed ABRAHAM YOUNG. 


The Petition of the Inhabitants, &c. of Northwwold in Norfolk. 
Sheweth, 


HA, &c. That their Common is excellent good ſmooth Graſs-ground : 
That 3700 Sheep uſually feed upon it, and it does by no means want drain- 


27. 


Signed Charles Croſtes, Tho. Novell, Robert Stalworth. 


Theſe Petitions fully prove, that this Sπ i Level was not in ſuch Condition 
that it was irreleivable by the common Ways of Draining ; but would have 
become good Winter Land, if the River and Brook Waters had becn kept in 
between Banks, ſet at ordinary diſtance, and been thereby confined, and not 
ſuffered to ſpread in time of Floods, nor dilate themſelves over the Level. 
But theſe Petitioners ſay, that the Land was the better for the preceding 
Winter's-Flood all the next Summer. Be that as it may, they plainly ſhew that 
the Level was dry, and wanted no Draining the Summer half Year: Thercforc 
Denver Sluices ſet croſs the Ouſe near Salters-lode, were of no ſervice nur uſe to 
thoſe Lands in Summer time with reſpe& of Draining ; while they were perni- 
nicious to Navigation, by ſtopping the Tide from putting up into the Rivers of 
Grant, Mildenhall, Prandon and Stoke, ( ſee the Petitions of Cambridge, Brandon, 
Thetford, Sc. againit the Sluices, Sec. 5.) nay, there could have been no 
Navigation up the aforeſaid Rivers, in regard the Tides were kept out of them 
by Denver Sluices, and the Bedford Waters that ſupplicd all thoſe Rivers above 
the Sluices, are wholly ſtopp'd out of them by the Sluice at the Hermitage; and 
turned down the Hundred-foot River. But that the Saſs-doors were kept ſhut 
moſt part of the Summer to keep up the freſh Water; the Conſequence of which 
Practice was very pernicious: For ſo much Water as they by this means pent up 
above the Sluices, by ſo much did the Silt and Sand grow up and increaſe be- 
low the Sluice for want of it, to work its proper Effect in ſcouring it away. 

And while the Sluice Doors were thus kept thut, Navigation was thereby in- 
terrupted and confined to certain Times of the Tide, or Watermen were forced 
to run great Hazard, becauſe ofthe Fall of Water through the Sluice when opened. 


Therefore theſe Sluices were all the Summera real Prejudice to Navigation. while 
they were of no Advanta 


ne! ge nor Benefit to Draining; as the above-mentioned Pe- 
titions make appear. | 


And in the Winter Seaſon, when the Bedfurd Land-Floods came down the 
New Bedford River, which they conſtantly did do every wet Winter with 
great Rapidity, as bringing with them the Rivers, Springs and downfal Waters 
of many Counties; the Sluice Doors were forceably kept ſhut by theſe Wa- 
ters riſing high againſt them for Weeks together, ſo that the Waters in the South 
Level, on the other Side the Sluice, could not get through, but were penn'd in, 
and made to ſwell and overflow the Lands K inſomuch that the South Level be- 
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came more ſurrounded now in Winter, than it ever was before the erecting 

theſe Sluices. ; 
Denver uz. And after the Bedford Floods were abated, and the Sluice Doors could be 
ce prejudicial opened to let the Waters paſs out of the South Level, as the Ebb of the Tide 
to Draming. gave way, yet there not being Water-way enough through the Sluices, and the 
Soal of the Sluice being laid eight Foot higher than the old Bottom of the 
River, and the Bedford Waters, by reaſon of the high Situation of the River, 
in ſome meaſure beating them back, or at leaſt retarding their Motion before 
the Waters of the South Level could ſhrink in any conſiderable meaſure by 
reaſon of the bb, another Flood from Sea came and ſhut the Sluice Doors. 
Hence the SY Level continued much longer drowned now than it uſed to do, 
or could do before the ſaid Sluices were erected, and theſe Sluices, &c. pro- 
ving of cqual Prejudice to Navigation, as to Draining, it gave occaſion to 
this Obſcrvation being made, that ——— © The Art of Man conld not 
* bave contrived two more pernicious Engines, than Denver Sluices and the Hun- 

« dred-foot to ruin Navigation and Draining. 

The Adventurers finding theſe Sluices had fo ill Effect upon the South Level. 
( for whoſe Benefit alone they were deſigned, faith my Lord Gorges, and Sir 
William Dnzdale) and obſerving that the River on Lenne Side of the Sluices 
was ſilted up 10 Foot, which growing up of the River was a great Obſtacle to 
1653. Draining: They, Anno 1653, cut Downham Eea, alias St. John's Eea, begin- 
5. John's Fea ning above Denver Sluice, ( ſee the Map of Bedford Level) and carried nearly 


to a little below Store, Bridge, This River, Sir Milliam Dngdale ſaith, was 
made 120 Foot wide, and 10 Foot deep, for the more ſpeedy Conveyance 

away of the Waters out of the South Level, with three Sluices at the End. 
And becauſe of this 10 Foot Cheat, the Adventurers found themſelves un- 
der a Necellity alſo to cut a new Drain on the Heſt Side Oe out of Mell ect, 
Tony's Dram ( ſee the Map ) to fall into Orſe, a little below Srow Bridge, called Tongs- 
ade. drain, or Marſoland Cutt, to convey the Waters out of the Middle Level; 
which before the 10 Foot Choak, fel] into Ovſe at Salters-lode, whereabouts, as 
I have before obſerv'd, there was, before Denver Sluices were erected, a Fall of 

10 Foot from the Soil of the Fens to Low-water Mark in the River Orſe, 

Immediately after theſe two Drains, vis. Downham Fea, and Tongs-drain 
were made, the River Ouſe grew vp, and the Sands increaſed more between 
Salters-lode and Stow-bridge, than in any other Part of the River, occaſion'd 
chiefly by Downham Eea, through which Part of the Waters that ſhould have 
helped to ſcour away the Sand were turned out of Orſe for that Length of way; 
artly by turning many of the Waters of Nene through Tong's Drain, and part- 
5 by keeping the Sluice Doors ſhut moſt Part of the Summer, ſo that no freſh 
Watts at all was ſuffer'd to come that way to help to ſcour out the River beneath 
the Sluice. But principally by another Effect of that Dam, whereby the Re- 
ceptacles of the 'Tides, and the large Indraughts of the Waters, which uſed to 
put up with them from Sea, and were received into the {aid Rivers, were inter- 
cepted and cut ſhort near 30 Miles of their wonted Flow; by reaſon whereof 
there wanted that Plenty, Force, and Weight of a Back-Water, which is neceſ- 
ſary to ſcour out the Silt and Sand brought up by the Tides. So that the Ri- 
ver continued to filt up ſo very faſt, that in about three Years time after the ma- 
king Downham Fea its Outfall was choaked up and loft, and the Eza was dammed 
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up, and the Bridge at Stow, which had been built over it, was taken down to 
4 ſave the Charge of maintaining it, and inſtead thereof a Road made croſs it. 
2 And Downham Eea was of no Uſe till 1666, then the 24 Foot Drain was let into 
'$ it, which was cut from Sam Meere for draining it by Tunnels under the three 
'F Rivers aforeſaid, But now thoſe Tunnels are ſtopped up, and the Eea is ren— 
der'd again of little or no Uſe, the Bottom of the Oryſe being higher than the 
43 Soal of the Sluice next the Ouſe, and alſo as high as the Soil of the Fens. 


Thus in the Courſe of a very few Years, thoſe very Works which were de- 
ſigned to drain the Fens, (particularly the South Level) and to have made them 
good Winter Lands, did the Reverſe, f. e. abſolutely drowned the Level, now 
no longer Summer Land. 

And that Denver Sluices were the Cauſe of this Effect, beſides the Proofs al— 
ready given in Se. 5. other Petitions from the Country to the Parliament than 
what are mentioned before, ſet forth, vis. The 


— inc- right about five Miles along by the Eaſt Side of the Ouſe towards Lenne, 


5 veg he LONDEN. ade Tings CYST CEE te 


4 . 
2 1 
1 
þ * 

* 
of 5 

** 

' 4 
* N 

5 
5 

* 
41 

] 

LY 

N 
* 


[ 83 ] 


The Petition of the Inhabitants of the Hundred of Clackcloſe in Norfolk, 
Sheweth, 


7 HA, Sc. That of late Tears, ſince the placing a great Dam and Slice Clackcloſe 
croſs the River Oule near Salters-lode, and other Works made by the Adventu- ker 


tion a7. 11 
rers for draining the Level, the River Ouſe is raiſed ſo high with Silt from the ee 
Sea, that not only the ancient Drains and Outfalls are thereby floppe and become 
of little Uſe, but alſo the Waters of the ſaid Level being by the ſail Sluice and 

am, and other Works nenn'd up and reſtrain'd, and diverted from their ancient 


Adventinrers. 
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Courſe, upon every Flood or Downfall do ſtoell and overflow your Petitioners Lands, 

and cannot be gotten off; whereby they often lie drowned, and are of no Benefit the 

whole Tear, &c. a 
To the ſame Effect were the Petitions to the Parliament, 1696. 

From the Owners and Occupiers of Lands in the ſeveral Towns of Fly —Sutton 
--Stretham--Thetford--Northwold - Methwold— Feltwell — Hock well Milton 
--Brandon--Wainford—Lakenheath— Eſewell—Iflebham—IVallington Bar- 
ton and —Mildenball, in the Connties of Cambridge, Suffolk and Norfolk, 

| and within the South Part of the Great Level of the Fens, called Bed- 

: ford Level, And, 

7 The Caſe of the Landholders and Inhabitants of more than fixty Towns 

I and Pariſhes, lying within, and bordering upon the Fens of Bedford 

- Level; among other Complaints not here enumerated, 

3 Sheweth, 

| T HAT the publick Banks and Drains which the Adventurers land obliged to main- Cof- ef 16 

4 tain fe or the common Saf ety of "the Level, have for divers Tears been l Fed a N * ers in 

1 and ſuffered to be in decdy; rcberely on every ſmall Flood great Part of the f NN 
: Level hath been yearly ov ef, and for ſeveral Tears been in a fur worſe Con- * 
l dition than they were before the Undertaking. | | 
| That the Middle and South Level, 225 vaſt Damages in former Tears, have 

2 by the Floods of this preſent Tear, 1665. been, and ſtill are entirely Arne; 

1 and your Petitioners have yearly ere Loſſes in Cattle, Corn, Stock and Provi- 

1 frons, to the Value of One Hundred Thouſand Pounds and upwards, to the utter 
Z Ruin of great Numbers of the ſaid Inhabitants, &c. 

. That the Lands in the South Level, which alone can pretend to receive Benefit 

. from the Sluices at Denver Dam, are of far leſs Value than the Land adjoining 

X to the ſaid Level, which are, and divers Tears paſt have been, overflowed and da- 


maged by their means; ana the ſaid South Level in general hath been in worſe | 
Condition ſince, than it was before the erecting Denver Sluices. 
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: Thus the Sluices at Denver are agreed on all Sides to be the Cauſe of 
G Prejudice to Draining, as well as to Navigation; and I conceive theſe Miſchiefs 
., to both to have been thus effected. 

| In Seff. 2, I have obſerv'd, that the Freſh-water alone of any River, is not 
capable of keeping open the Channel and Outfall of any River to Sca-ward, un— 4 
aſſiſted with the Ebbs of the Tides, that have a great Power of grinding. | 

The Reaſon why Freſh-waters unaſſiſted by the Tides cannot preſerve and 
maintain their Outfall, 15 Water naturally ſecketh the loweſt Place, and 
winds itſelf into great variety of Meanders to find it, making its way through 
the very Sink of the Country; and therefore all navigable Rivers, eſpccially 
thoſe which the Tide puts up into, have very little Deſcent; (not ſix! ches per | 
Mile) and the leſs the Deſcent the further is Navigation cxtcnded. 

Thus in the Thames, a Spring-Tide flows from 12 to 12, and 20 Foot in height 9 
at London, which is between 40 and 50 Miles off from Sea, which proves the 
Deſcent of that River to be leſs than the Deſcent of any other River in England. vp 

If the Freſh-waters were to glide along this eaſy D-#ſcent, their Motion would 
hardly be perceptible, and they could not have Weight and Ation enough to 
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rind; but when the Tides put up from Sea, (as they do twice every 24 
Hours ) they raiſe the Land-waters above their natural Situation, ( at London 
obſerve from 12 to 18 Foot in height) whereby they having acquired this 
height, do, on the Retreat of the Tide to Sea, when it is ſunk into the Compaſs 
of the Channel, fall by means of this acquired Deſcent with Weight and Ra- 
pidity ſufficient to grind away the Sand and Silt, and keep the Channel open. 
And thus in the River Orſ-, at Salters-lode, which is 26 Miles from Sea, the 
Waters were raiſed 12 or 14 Foot above their natural Situation, and the Tide 
putting up into all the other Rivers of Nene, Stoke, Brandon, Mildenhall and 
Grant, the Quantity of Back-waters was thereby ſo greatly increaſed and raiſed, 
that they ran out 1n the greater Room, and kept the larger Channel open. 

But after this Dam or Sluice at Denver was erected croſs the Ouſe, the Tidal- 
Flood was ſtopped there, and could not put up into Ouſe, Nene, Stoke, Brandon, 
Mildenha!l, or Grant Rivers, but was forced up the Hundred-foot, or Bedford 
River, | | 

All theſe Rivers being hindred from receiving the Floods from Sea, which 
was a prodligious quantity of Water; the Ouſe being heretofore 150 Foot wide, 
where Denver Sluices were plac'd, and a Spring-Tide filling it 14 Foot high 
from Low-water, the Channel and Outfall loſt almoſt all the Back-water it 
uſed to have come down with the Ebb, to ſcour out the Sand and keep them 
open. For though the Spring-Tides flow'd up the Bedford River, yet the Bot- 
tom of that River being not above five or fix Foot deep under Soil, (whereas 
the Bottom of the oo was fourteen Foot under Soil ) and the Situation of the 
Bedford River very aſcending, as 1s plain; for from Salters-lode along this River 
to Erith, is not half fo many Miles as along the old Orſe to Erith : therefore the 
Tide could not put up half ſo many Miles into this River, as it did up the Ouſe; 
and then too, there was no other branching Rivers to receive the Tides as Re- 
ceptacles; and during the Neip-Tides, the Flood from Sea could not put up 
into the Bedford River at all, becauſe the Bottom of that River is 8 Foot higher 
than the old Bottom of O., and conſequently above the Reach of the Neip- 
Tides: ( whereas before the Sluices at Denver were erected, the loweſt Neip— 
'Fides did put up into the aforeſaid Rivers) and in their Reflux, (followed 
by the Land-waters ) they kept the Channel and Outfall from growing up 
even during the Neips. But ſince the ſaid Sluices were erected, and ſhut the 
"Tide ont of all the aforeſaid Rivers, and the Bedford River's Bottom is too high 
for the Flood to reach it; the Channel below the Sluice had no back Waters, du- 
ring the Neips, to keep it open; but the Land-waters only, which beſides their 
being very inconſiderable in Summer, I have above, and in Sectf. 2. ſhew'd, are 
not capable of keeping open any Channel and Outfall lying upon foul Seas. 

Therefore the Channel below the Dam at Denver did, immediately after it 
was creed, ſilt up, till its Bottom came to be on a hanging Level with the Bot- 
tom of the Bedford River, 7. e. it ſilted and grew up in a very little time eight 
or ten Feet. And this the ſooner too, becauſe the Sluice Doors were often kept 
(hut a long time together in the Summer, to hold up the Waters in the Rivers 
above the Sluices for Navigation; ſo that not only the Tide was ſtopp'd out of 
thoſe Rivers, but the Land-Waters were kept in them, ſo as that none 
were ſuffered to come down to ſcour the Channel and Outfall, as 1s obſerv'd be- 
fore; and therefore the River was depriv'd of almoſt all the Back-Water it an- 
ciently uſed to have come down to keep it open. : 

As the Neip-Tides could not put up the Bedford River at all, and the Spring- 
Tidcs not half ſo many Miles as they anciently flowed up the Onſe, and as this 
new River had no branching Receptacles to occaſion an Indraught ; therefore by 
that time it was High-Water as far as the Tide put up the Bedford River, the 
Ebb was but inconſiderably ſpent at Salters-lode, and conſequently the Water 
there not being ſunk low enough, the Ebb of Bedford River could have no Force 
to grind there; for, as Colonel Dodſon ſaith, (in his printed Scheme for Drain- 
ing) © no Ebb or Indraught can grind and keep open any Haven or River lying 
ion foul Seas, but what runs at laſt quarter Ebb, 1. e. when the Water is ſunk 
into the Compaſs of the Channel. Hence, becauſe it ebb'd in the Bedford Ri- 
ver before the Tide was ſunk low enough at Salters-lode, the ſaid Bedford Wa- 
ters could have no Power to grind till they came toward Germans, where the 
Tide was fo fallen off to Sea, that the Waters were contined to the Lou: 
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paſs of the Channel: And therefore even a Spring-Tide had no Power 
to grind out the River upwards ; but inſtead thereof dropp'd their Sand 
and Silt in ſuch manner, and by ſuch degrees, that in a ſhort time the Bot— 
tom of the River was rais'd ſo high, that the Neip-Tides could not put 
up any Water fo far as Denver Sluices, and the Spring-Tides but very little, 
Gor the ſame Reaſon.) And therefore if it had been laſt Quarter-Ebb toward 
Lenue, and the Water had been ſunk into the Compaſs of the Channel there by 
that time it began to ebb at Salters-lode;, yet there being even in Syring-Tides 
but a ſmall Quantity of Back-Water to return to ſcour and grind out the Sand 
in its Ebb, the River, Haven, and Channel gradually ſilted up,——As the 'Ti- 
dal-Flood was ſhut out of all the old Rivers of Ouſe, Nene, Stoke, Brandon, Mil- 
denball, and Grant, natural Receptacles ordain'd by God for it, and thereby the 
Indraught loſt; therefore the Flood was at a Stand in the River at leaſt an Hour, 
and ſo had time to drop its Silt and Sand brought with it from Sea; or elfe it 


began to ebb in the Be: ford River an Hour ſooner than it anciently did when its 


Courſe was up the Orſe, &c. and if fo, it loſt its Property of grinding (for 
Reaſons given above.) Hence it came to pals, the River ſilted up more between 
Salters-lode and Lenne, than between Lenne and the Sea. 1it, Becauſe the Wa- 
ters of Bedford River ebb'd before the Water at Salters-lode was ſunk low 
enough; and 2dly, Becauſe the Flood ſtagnated at Salters-{ode an Hour, and ſo 
had time to drop its Silt; or elle ebb'd an Hour too ſoon for Lenne, and both 
dropp'd its Silt, and (in a great meaſure) loſt its Property of grinding between 
Szlters-lode and Lenne: But below Lenne to Seaward, the Water being ſunk in- 
to the Compals of the Channel ſooner than above Lenne, and there being a very 
wide Space or River between Germans and Lenne, which receiv'd (like a Baſon) 
a large Quantity of Sea Water every Tide, the Reflux of this Recoptacle chicſ- 
ly kept the Channel downward from ſilting, fo faſt as did the River upwards, 
The River upward grew or ſilted up to that degree in Sommerstime, that the 
Outfalls of all the Drains for the Fens, and for Marſhland, were choaked up; 
and tho' they rais'd the Soal of their Sluices, yet the Sands fo prevail'd, that 
the Sluice Doors of all the Drains were generally in Summer time kept ſhut 
by the Silt, Inſomuch that William Stafford, Eſq; of Denver, obſerved above 
40 Years ſince, * That the Fens were molt drown'd in the Summer time, when 
there had not been much Rain or Land-Floods in the preceding Winter: But 
when there had been great Land-Floods in the Winter, and the Fens much 
drowned then, in the Summer following they would tolerably be dry. 
« 'The Reaſon or Cauſe, he ſaith is The preceeding Summer had filted 
or choaked the River Orſe below the Sluices at Denver, (the great and only 
Outfall of the Fens ) and thereby their Draining was loſt; ſo that all the 
Snow and Rain-waters during the Choak, ſtagnated in the Fens until the Sun 
and Wind dried them up. But in a wet Winter the Land- flood ſcoured away 
the Silt and Choak that was below Denver Sluices, and thereby opened the 
Outfall of the Fens and drained them. | 
So that, whereas before theſe Sluices were erected, the Fens could not be 
drowned at all in Winter but by great Floods ; now ſince the creQins them. 
thoſe Lands vice verſd, cannot be drained in Summer but by great Floods in 
Winter. This Obſervation moſt evidently proves, that the South Level was mood 
Summer Land, though the Winter Floods were ever fo great before the Under— 
taking; and in moderate Winters whole Years Land. 
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Such was the precarious State of Draining, from the time Denver Slices 
were built croſs the River of great Orſe, near Salters-lode, Aung 1651—2. until 
they were undermined firſt, and afterwards blown up and qdeſtroy'd by the 
Tidcs from Sca, Anno 1713. 
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S EC I. VII. 


Of the preſent ſad State of the Navigation of Lyn and Cambridge, Oc. 
And of the Nawigable Rivers that have their Courſe through the great Le- 
wel of the Fens, called Bedford Level ; and of draining in thoſe Fens, 


in the Province of Marſhland, and in the Hundreds and Parts adjacent ; 


i. c. from the time Denver Sluices were undermined and defiroy'd by 
the Tides, Anno 1713. to this preſent Tear, 1725. 


| FTER the Tidcs had undermined and blown up Denver Sluices, ſome 
People were big with Expectation of a deeper Channel; eſpecially thoſe 
who did not conſider why the Sluice Doors, while ſtanding, were kept ſhut ſome 
Weeks together, by the Land Floods pouring down Bedford River in Winter time: 
(as before deſcrib'd. ) And indeed, for two dry Years which immediately fol- 
lowed, the River did deepen, or give way ; and all thoſe Outlets for the Water 
(of the Fens of the Province of Marſbland, the Hundred of Clackcloſe, &c.) be- 
tween Salters-lode and Lenne, which half a pong paſt had loſt their way to 
Sea, began to find it again. For though they were dry Years, and conſequently 
not much freſh Water in the Rivers above Denver to come down to grind; yet 
the Land-Floods of the preceding Winter having ſcoured out to Sea much of 
the Silt lodged between Denver and Lyn, and the River in conſequence thereof 
had given way, and the Bottom was lower under Soil; the River Owſe was 
thereby capable of receiving the more Water from Sea, and the Sluices being 
deſtroy'd, the Rivers about Denver, ancient Receptacles for the "Tides, were 
now frce and open to receive ſo much of the Floods from Sea, as could 
flow over the Fight Foot Dam, and throvgh the remaining Ruin of the Sluices : 
And theſe Tidal Floods now finding in ſome meaſure their ancient Courſe again, 
( which they had been depriv'd of above ſixty Years ) and ſpreading themſelves 
every Spring-Tide into the aforeſaid Rivers, natural Receptacles for it; Naviga- 
tion hecame more certain and eaſy, and leſs chargeable; and theſe Waters ſo put 
from Seca, did in their Ebb and Reflux deſcend with a Force and Action, at leaſt 
ſufficient to preſerve and maintain the Depth in the River and Channel between 
Denver and Lyn, which the Land-floods of the preceding Winter had gained; 
and would have drove out the Sands with great Effect, if the Hermitage Sluices 
had been removed when Denver Sluices fell, for the freſh Waters to have had 
their old Courſe, and to have aſſiſted the Tides: But the Bottom of the River 
being rais'd too high by the Sand that had ſubſided and ſettled below the Sluices, 
while they were ſtanding, to ſuffer the Neip-Tides to top them at Salters-lode, 
thercfore when the ſaid Sluices were deſtroy'd and gone, the Neip-Tides could 
not put up any Waters into the Rivers above Denver, ( as they were wont to do 
before the ſaid Sluices were built); and conſequently, ſuch a little Quantity 
put up from Sea at all, during the Neips, that they had in their Reflux but little 
Power to grind the River and Channel downward. Therefore they were the 
Spring-Tides that put up into the aforeſaid Rivers above Denver, that in their 
bb and Retreat to Sea, maintained the River and Channel deeper downward, 
than they were while the Sluices were ſtanding, and while- the Tides were by 
them ſtopped out of theſe Receptacles: And had not the Floods from Sea been 
obſtructed in their Flux and Refiux, by the Rubbiſh and Ruin of Denver Sluices, 
which ſtill to this Day remain; and by the Narrowneſs of their Paſſage through 
that Part of the Sluices left ſtanding, which is but 80 Foot wide for the Wa- 
ter-wav, ( whereas the River was formerly here 150 Foot wide) 'tis highly 
probable they would have ſcoured the Silt and Sand out of the River Ouſe, Lyn- 
ven and the Channel to Sea, with more Effect. | 
But as the Bedford is a much higher Situation and greater Aſcent than the 
Cambridge River, (for ſo I call that part of the Or'ſe above Denver ) and the 
Reflux of every high Spring-Tide down Bedford River, while the Sluices were 
ſtanding, did forcibly keep the Sluice Doors ſhut, till the ſazd Waters were 
ebb'd away and funk to a Level with the Land-waters in Cambridge River, to the 
great Hindrance of Navigation: So now, fince the Sluices are fallen, and vet the 
2 Hermitage 
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5 Hermitage Sluices ſtanding, which forces the freſh Water down Bedford River, 
1 the Ebb of every Spring- Tide out of the ſaid Bedford River flows up the ( 
1 bridge River above an Hour; 7. e. the Water at the Mouth ot the Betford 
River ebbs every Spring-Tide above an Hour fooner than the Water of thc 
Cambridge River at the Sluiccs. This Phenomenon evidently demonſtrates, 
that while the Sluices were ſtanding, the Waters in Bedford River endeavour'd 
to ebb at leaſt one Hour too ſoon, occaſion'd by its high Situation, and want 06 
Branches to receive and draw on the Jide: And thus wanting an Indraught, 
LL the Flood muſt needs be at a Stand; unable to go forward for want of Recepta- 
| cles to receive it, and as unable to get back for above an Hour, becaule the Wa- 
ters below to Sea-ward could not give way ſooner: So, that during this 
Hour, the Tideal Flood being almoſt a dead Water, dropt the Silt brought 
along with them. This the Adventurers confelled, in a Paper of Objections 
to the Petition of Lyn, 1654. they faid, — * That the violent Motion of 
&« the Flood ceaſing, the Soil, or Silt, being tweighty, immediately ſettled: ” And 
this Soil or Silt (for want of a ſufficient Q1annity of back Water to drive it back 
to Sca again, never wanted before the Sluices were built) remained fixed in 
the Bottom of the River, and increaſed Stratum ſuper Stratum every Tide, while 
Denver Sluices were ſtanding. So that the Bottom of the River was raiſed 
almoſt as high as the Surface of the Fens, render'd uncapable of receiving 
their Waters, and paſling them to Seca; and conſequently the ſaid ens became 
more overflowed, and longer drowned than they ever were before the Sluices were 
built. And Navigation upon the River was contin'd to Spring-T'ides only, the 
Neip Tides not flowing high enough to float the Veſlels, tho' fat-bottom'd, over 
the Silt and Sand. 
After the Fall of the Sluices, the Ebb of the Bedford Waters flou'd near two Ie d 
Hours up the Cambridge River, with additional Silt and Sand every Spring-Tide, 48 
and dropt moſt of it between Denver and Littleport: For though the Tides 
which put up above Denver, did in their Reflox, in foe mcalure, ſeo rr the 
River below Denver, by Lenne to Sca; yet thole 'T1des having no freſh Waters 4 
to raiſe to a Head at Harrimere, (the Orſe being turned down the Bedfyrd River ) p 
therefore here was ſcarce any back Water in Summer time, to ſcour out the Silt 
dropp'd and ſettled in this Part of the River; which ſettling of the Silt was 
chiefly occaſion'd by the Hundred-foot Dram over-riding the Orſe, and making 
its Waters ſtagnate. Hence it came to paſs, that it did ſilt up confiderably in 
thoſe two dry Years that had no Land-Floods between Denver and I ittleport, 
Soon after, wet Years enſuing, the Bedford Land-Floods came down with £174-Flrot, 
great Rapidity and Violence: And as when the Sluices were ſtanding, thele “ 
Floods, whenever they deſcended, kept the Flood-gates of the Sluices ſhut for wer, take an 
Wecks together; now ſince thoſe Sluices are fallen, the Land-Floods that come © 14 rl 
down the Bedford River take their Courſe through the Remains of the Sluices rang; GERI 
up the Cambridge River, inſtead of running to their natural Outfall by Lyn to 
Sea, And it was obſerv'd in November and December, Ann. 1720. that the Land— 
Floods, which fo deſcended the Bedford, ran violently up the Cambridee River 
7k | for twenty one Days together without any Intermiſſion, or any Return to be per- 
= ceived all that time. 

The miſchievous Effects of this aukward Courſe or counter Stream were ſoon The Conſe- 
felt; for the Outlets of Marſbland, Clackcloſe, &c. before-mention'd, between 4%. 
Salters-lode and Lenne, were all choaked up again; and the Bottom of the River 
on Cambridge Side the Sluices, which was (before their Fall) ten Foot dee per 
than the Bottom on the Lenne Side, (the Reaſon becauſe the Sluice- Doors ſhut 
the Tides out) as was proved by plumbing in the Preſence of the late Sir Henry 
Hobart, Mr. Walpole. &c. Ann. 1695. was ſilted up that ten Foot in the Compals of 
five or fix Years: Three or four Foot of which was raifed with the Silt carry'd in 
in the twenty one Days aforeſaid. This Miſchicf wonld have becn prevented, 
if as ſoon as Denver Slvices fell, the Adventurers had taken vp the Sluiccs at the 
Hermitage, and given the Stream its old Courſe by Harrimere and Ely to Denver: 
for then the Freſhes incorporating with the "Tides, they would jointly have 
drove ont the Sand. and horn down all before them to 87 


a. 
For the Cauſe of this fatal Miſchicf I take to have been this: Above Deuser. 
from the Time of the Fall of the Sluices until theſe Land-Floods came, the Ri- 


ver was ſilted up with Sand left by the Tides from Sca five or fix Foot; occation'd 
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by the Be4ford over, riding the Cambridge River, caus'd by the Waters being 
forced down Bedford by the Hermitage Sluices : But ſtill the Bottom of the River 
was four Foot lower on Cambridge than on Lenne Side of the Remains of the 
Slyices, And theſe Sands being driven by every Flood of Tide up the Cam- 
þ-i.1-e River, were left as high as the Tides went; and the freſh Waters (at the 
R-t.,rn of the Flood) drove along with them ſome of the Sand left by the 
Salt; now 'tis certain, tho' theſe Waters ſwept before them ſome of the Silt, yet 
there could not be fo thick a Stratum in that Part of the River, as in the other 
where the Salt comes every Tide. Hence it came to paſs, that the Cambridge 
River toward Fly was much deeper than the River toward Denver at Low-water 
Mark, and conſequently the Bottom of the River had a hanging Level, and 
conſiderable Deſcent from Denver Sluices towards Cambridge. Alſo by means of 
Downham Fea and Tong's Drain (Slakers to Cambridge River and Nene) the Orſe 
was ſo grown vp, that before this Land-Flood came, the Bottom of the River at 
Stme-Bridge was four Foot higher than the Bottom of the River above Denver; 
and therefore there was an abſolute Neceſſity for the Bedford River Waters to 
run vp, or rather down the Cambridge River, the Deſcent of the River being 
toward Cambridge, and not to the Outfall by Lenne. And what gave Occaſion 
to its continuing to do fo fo long, was —— the Banks of all the Rivers 
of the South Level, were ruinous and in Decay, and ſo low that the Land- 
Floods ran over them, and drowned the Fens in that Level: for thoſe Banks 
wore but little regarded while Denver Sluices ſtood. 

This the Landholders of the Fens, & c. ( ſee P. 83.) teſtify'd. They ſaid, 
that the publick Banks and Drains, which the Adventurers ſtood obliged to main- 
{ain for the common Safety of the Level, had for divers Tears been negledted, and 
ſrſfored to be in Decay, whereby on every ſmall Flood greateſt Part of the Level 
had been yearly overflown, &c. 

And the Petitions of Stoke, M. eerham, Wrretton, &c. within the S217tb Diviſion 
of the Fens, ſhew That for Default of maintaining the Banks and Drains, 
Kc. the Petitioners Lands in the South Level were yearly drowned, &c. 
So that here was not only the Rivers of Stoke, Brandon, Mildenball and Grant, 
but the whole South Level open to receive the Floods coming from a vaſtly 
higher Country ( than that Level) down the ſteep Bedford River. 

Here being fo large a Receipt for the Waters, nothing to reſiſt their Paſſage, 
and a great Deſcent for them that occaſioned a large Indraught this way; and 
from the Mouth of Bedford River, towards the Outfal by Lenne, Sands four 
Foot higher than the Bottom of Cambridge River; and the Low-water Mark, in 
the Owuſe, below Salters-lode, higher than the Soil of the Sourh Level ( though 
1 the Sluices were erefled, Low-water Mark was there 10 Foot under Soil ) 
of natural Conſequence the Bedford Land- floods could not get to Sea by Lenne, 
where they met with ſuch high reſiſting Sands, but muſt of mere neceſſity run 
towards Cambridge, where a low Country was open to receive them. 

And the Tides from Sea putting vp the Cambridge River, carried with them 
a great deal of Silt ; and the Land-Floods deſcending the Bedford, having an 
Indraught into the Sorth Level, and flowing on without any return back, either 


of Sea or Land-water while the Bedford Flood laſted, (there being no Ebb all. 


that time in the River Ouſe, above Denver) to ſcour out the Silt that ſubſided, 
the ſaid River above Denver grew up four Foot in the 21 Days Flood aforeſaid ; 
which was occaſioned entirely by the Bedford Land-Floods taking their aukward 
Courſe through the Remains of Denver Sluice into the Sorth Level, and which 
they were forced to do, the Hermitage Sluices preventing them taking their an- 
cient Courſe by Harrimere and Fly, And when the Bedford Land-Floods were 
over, and the Water received into the South Level were not hindred by them 
from getting back into the River to make its way to Sea; yet there being an 8 
Foot Dam, and the Ruin of Denver Sluices croſs the Orſe to obſtruct their Paſſage, 
and they being expanded over ſo large and flat a Level, and having ruined 
Banks, Sedge, & c. to Soil through in their way back; and the River through 
which they were to get to Sea, choaked up almoſt as high as the Soil of that Le- 
vel, they could not return with any quick Motion, but ſtrained through 
Reeds, &c. as through a Sieve, ſo that they had but little Weight and Action 
to grind out the Sands lodg'd in the River, which was grown ſo high, that Low- 
water Mark was become above the Surſace of the ſaid Level; and therefore 
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that Diviſion of the Fens continued ſurrounded, with a Depth of ſo much Wa— 
ter as was left by the Floods, and as was no higher than Low-water Mark in 
the River, until the Sun and Air exhaled thein, and dried them up. For tho" 
St. Fobn's Eea was made by the Adventurers a Slaker to the South Level, yet 
becauſe the River Ouſe was choaked up, and its Bottom raiſed high with Sand, 
the Waters of St. Fobn's Fea were obſtructed and hindred from getting to Sca. 
So that that Cut which had coſt a vaſt Sum of Money became of no Uſe to con- 
vey any Waters from off the So Level to Sea. And while it was of no Ser- 
vice to the Level, it prov'd prejudicial to the contiguous Lands without the 1.e- 


vel; for the Waters that came into it out of the Fens ran over its Banks, and drowns we 
drowned the adjacent Country; which was, before St. % Fea was made, Corry: 


rich Meadow and Paſture Land, and continually dry, but lince almoſt continu- 
ally drowned. 

And bv means of the River Orſe being thus choaked and filted up, the Land- 
Floods and Waters of the middle Level, whoſe natural and only Outfall is by 
Lyn, could not get to Sea, any more than thoſe of the Sorrh Level, For tho' 
Tong's Drain was made at a great Expence a Slaker to the Middle Level, vet it 
did that Level no more Service than St. Jobn's Eea did the Sorth Level, (there— 
fore, contrary to Law, Engines are here uſed) while it does the adjacent Coun- 
try more Damage; for the Adventurers at all times running their Waters thro' 
the Poredyke into Tong's Drain, the Lands in IViggenball, Clackdloſe, and great 
Part of Marſhland, which lye without the Level, are made a Baton and Re- 
ceptacle for the Waters of the Middle Level, and drowned the whole Year 
robnd; whereas before Tong's Drain was made, the ſaid Lands were continvally 
dry, and were rich Meadow and Paſture, Thus the Adventurers, who vnder- 
took to drain the Fens, and make them Winter Lands, have not only drown- 
ed thoſe Fens, and made them neither Winter nor Summer Lands, but they 
have alſo drowned above 60.000 Acres of Land without the Bounds of the Fens, 
which was, before Denver Sluices gave Occaſion to the Decay of the Oifall by 
Lyn, rich Meadow and Paſture. ( See the Petition of Marſhland and Clack-cloſe, 
p. 65, 83. This extenſive Deluge and Depopulation was fatally cauſed by 
the Adventurers having Power by Act of Parliament to ere# any new Works, as 
well without, as within, the ſaid great Level, for the conveying the Waters of 
the ſaid great Level by convenient Ontfalls to the Sea, Without this Power the 
could not have made thoſe Works that were the Deſtruction of Drainins ; lo 
that it may be ſaid they obtain'd a Power to deſtroy themſelves. 

There are who afſign Reaſons for repealing the Clauſe in the AQ of Parliament, 
that gives Power to the Adventurers for extending their Works without the 
Level. | 

They ſay, by that Power were Denver Sluices built, and St. Fobn's Fea and 
Tong's Drain made; which Works have almoſt deſtroy'd the Outfall of the Ri- 
ver Ouſe, the Draining in the Fens, and the Navigation of Lyn. 

By that Power Sluices were built croſs TVisbech River at a vaſt Expence, to 
the Prejudice of that Outfall, long ſince deſerted as uſeleſs. 

By that Power they attempted Damming croſs, and diverting IWishech River; 
for when the Commiſſioners of Sewers demanded of the Adventurers, By what 
Authority they did it? Mr. Chichel-y, then Surveyor-General of that Corpora- 


tion, anſwered, That by Act of Parliament they had Power. 

Under Colour of ſuch Power they form'd Schemes for Cuts from Mighech to 
T.yn, and from Fea Brink to Lyn; and to ſet Sluices at the End of that Cut at 
Lyn Harbour it ſelf. As ſuch Projects as theſe would be the Deſtructton of Na- 
vigation and Draining, they ſay it ought not to be in the Power of the. Adven- 
turers to attempt them. And that therefore the ſaid Clauſe onght to be repcal- 
ed; and it would be for the Intereſt of Draining to have it repealed. 

But be that as it mav, I proceed to inform you, that as Drainins ſtill continu- 
cd to decay after Denver Sluices were demoliſh'd, Navigation was alſo render'd 
as bad ( by means of the River being choaked up above Denver with Sand, oc- 
caſion'd chiefly by the back Covrſe of the Land-Floods) as when the Sluices 
were ſtanding, bating the Loſs of Time waiting at the Sluice, and Hazard in 
paſling through. 

That theſe Reaſons do truly aſſign the Cauſes of theſe Effe3s, ſo pernicions 
to Navigation and Dratung, our own Obſervations de monſtrate: We obſerve, 
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that in every ordinary Spring-Tide, the Floods from Sea that put up the 
Bedford River, do Ebb, or begin to return back again above an Hour ſooner than 
the bb begins in the Cambridge River, and during that time run up that River 
with the Tide, the Tide flowing above an Hour longer in the Cambridge, than 
in the Bedford River. 

And in cvery high Spring-Tide, the Flood runs two Hours longer up the 
Cambridge River than up the Bedford; and during theſe two Hours returns 
back again down the Bedford, and with the Tide runs up the Cambridge River 
with additional Silt and Sand. : 

And in Raking- Tides, the Ebb of the Sea-water which had put up the Bedford 
River, and indeed the freſh Waters following that Ebb, run up the Cambridge 
River perpetually, and does not return back again at all, while thoſe agent 
nary high Tides continue ; of which the Town Pilot of Lenne, and the eldeſt 
Bridoman of that Port, were with me Eye-witneſs ; ſo that high Tides which 
ſcour out all other Rivers, choak this up. And the River not being Imbanked 
above Littleport on the Ve Side, and the Waters of Oi being ſtopt by the 
Hermitage Sluice at Frith, and fo turned down the Bedford River, and conſe- 
quently ſcarcely any freſh Waters in the River above Denver to incorporate with 
the Tides, there is ſuch an Indraught for the Floods from Sea, and the Ebbs of 
the Hundred-foot Waters which run with themup the Cambridge River, that they 
all of them keep running forward through Ely Bridge three or four Days toge- 
ther without any return; this Mr. Bateſon was an Eye-witneſs of: And the 
whoſe Buſineſs is upon the River affirm, it conſtantly does ſo every high Tide ; 
and at Stretham the Ferry-man affirmed, at the time of our obſerving at Denver 
and Fly, &c. that the Waters continved riſing there ſeveral Days together, &c. 
„ This Water receiv'd above Denver, not ebbing back again till after the Spring- 
i Hes Tides begin to fall off, as *tis impoſſible they ſhould, being over-rid by the 
ling op Waters of the new Bedford River, the Silt and Sand brought up with thoſe 

Tides from Sca, and the Ebbs of Bedford Waters doubly filtey joining them, 
ſubſide and remain fixed to the Bottom of Cambridge River; inſomuch that Mr. 
Stafford of Denver aftirms, that the ſaid River between Denver and Lietleport 
filted up one Foot this preſent Year. And indeed it naturally muſt be fo : For 
theſe Spring-Tides putting up the Cambridge River, having ſcarcely any Land- 
waters to be rais'd above their natural Sitvation, ſo as to acquire a Weight ſuffi- 
cient to ſcour ovt the Silt the Sea-waters leave, therefore the ſaid Silt or Sand 
remains in the Bottom of the River, and increaſeth every Spring-Tide between 
Denver and Fly, and as high as thoſe Tides reach. 

This unnatural Effect is altogether owing to the Hundred-foot Drain, or (as 
it is ſometimes call'd ) the New Bedford River: For the Spring-Tides and Land- 
Floods which naturally ſcour out all other Rivers, keep open their Channels, 
and maintain their Outfalls to Sea, are here, by the indirect, or rather back- 
ward Courſe, render'd greatly nox1ous, in choaking up one of the moſt famous 
Rivers in the Kingdom. 

After it became a common Obſervation, what Prejudice the Cambridge River 
ſuffcr'd by the aukward and unnatural Courſe of the Bedford Land-floods, (as 
deſcrib'd before : ) The Corporation of Lenne foreſeeing that their Navigati- 
on to Cambridge, Ely, Mildenhall, Brandon, Thetford, Bury, Stoke, &c. would 
thereby in time be utterly loſt, the Mayor of Lenne wrote to the Corporation of 
Adventurers then fitting at Ely, the following Letter concerning the ſame. 


GENTLEMEN, King's-Lyn, April 5. 1721. 

2 HE great Danger of the Loſs of our Navigation to Cambridge, by the Land- 
The Mayes of Foods of the Hundred-foot Drain falling with the Tides from Sea into the 
Lyn's Letter River of great Ouſe at Denver, /ilting up that River above the Reach and Return 
rather —_— of” the Fbb, being repreſented to the Gentlemen of this Society at their Common 
the Siltng up Hall, with Inſtances of Demonſtration ,, I am deſired by them to communicate it to 
of the Rivers. your Corporation, at their general Meeting, as a Matter of the higheſt Importance, 
worthy your Enquiry and Fxamination. And in behalf of this Corporation ear- 

neſily to defire you'll vouchſate ſuch due Care to be taken therein, as ſo teeighty 

an Affair may neceſſarily require. This is directed to be preſented to Jour = 
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Hands of one of our Chamberlains, with greateſt ReſpeA from our Body, and per- 
ticulary from, 
GENTLEMEN, 


Your moſt humble Servant, 
LD. RoLre, Mayor. 


T a Court held by Adjournment, on Thurſlav the Firſt of Fine, 1721, in 
the Evening, at the Fen-Office in the Inner-Temple, London. Preſent 
Bailifls, 
Jobn Chicheley, Eſq;——Francis Pemberton, Flq,—— Fobn VWalſham, lg; 


Conſervators. 


IFilliam Cole, Jun. Gent. 
Mr John Le Pla. 


Geo. Keate. Eq; 
Mr. Fa. Fortry, 


« The Court proceeded to take into Conſideration the Complaints ſet forth in 
the Letter of the Mayor of Lyn, concerning which Mr. Survevor-General was 
directed at laſt Ely Meeting to take a View; with the Aſhſtance of Mr. ( 
« and Mr. Safſery. And reading the Order made at the ſaid Fly Niceting, and 
« hearing Mr. Surveyor-General his Report, with the Opinion of Mr, Row ly, 

who afliſted in the View, and took all the Soundines from Clarbith to Lene x 


cc 


cc 


cc 
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This Court is of Opinion. that fo much of the Rivers of Grant and Ole, as rim N 
within the Bounds of this Corporation, are in a Condition ſufi, tent for thy Naniga- 
tion thereof, and dy order, That Mr, Surveyor-General do acquaint the Mayor of 


Lyn with their Enquiry and Opinion. 
W. PLAXTON, Dep. Reg. 


There being, according to this Report, a Depth of Water in the Cambridge 
River ſufficient for Navigation four Years ago, vis. Ann 1721. bit now at this 
Time, Anno 172 5. not one Foot Water at Low-water Mark, a little above Sal- 
ters-lode, or beyond Denver Sluices, and that Water above the Soil of the Fens, 
( where the River was ten Foot under Soil) whereby Navigation is obſtructed 
and loft during the Neip-Tides in the ſaid River and Rivers above the Remains 
of the Sluices, it ſhews how greatly the Cambridge River grows and filts up year- 
ly; and as this River hath its Bottom thus raiſed higher and higher by degrees 
with Sand from Sea, it thereby receiving the leſs Water from the Tides to ſcour 
out the Orſe, that famous River, its Channel and Outfall, ſilts up by degrees too, 
inſomuch that at this preſent time, at Low-water Mark, the Mater is not eiobt 
Inches deep in many Parts of the River, and its Bottom in many Places is as high, 
or higher, than the Soil of the Fens, (ſo that the Fens cannot drain) nor can 
there be any Navigation maintain'd between Lenne and the Country during the 
Neip-Tides, becauſe the Bottom of the River from Store upwards is in many 
Places too high for the Neip-Tides to reach; and I have ſeen Gangs of Barecs 
lye a-ground ſeveral Days together, and wait till the Spring-Tides put up. 

And in Lenne-haven the Channel is fo ſhallow, that People frequently ride 
and walk over, where anciently Ships uſed to ride afloat at Low-water. And 
in the Channel to Seaward there 1s but 2, 3, 4, 5 Foot Water, fo that no Ships 
can come up to Lenne but with Spring-Tides; whercas before Denver Slices 
were erected, they could ſail between Lyn and the Sea with Neip-Tides 
And the Roads Filmne and Ferrier are quite grown up, where Ships uled to ride 
in three or four Fathom Water; and now the Ships ride at Anchor as low down 
as the Vell or Lenne Deeps. 

Thus the Ship Roads and Channels below Lenne ſiffer as much as the River 
above; ſo that no Ships can come up to Lenne during the Neips, any more ban 
Barges can go from Lenne to Cambridge, Bedford, Sc. during the Neips. Seh 


Prejudice has Navigation received already. And of ſuch Diſadvantage |! 


NaN 
the Works for Draining been to Draining That the great Level of the Fens 


(before the Undertaking good Summer Lands, and which the Adventurcrs were 
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that in every ordinary Spring-Tide, the Floods from Sea that put up the 
Bedford River, do Ebb, or begin to return back again above an Hour fooner than 
the Ebb begins in the Cambridge River, and during that time run up that River 
with the Tide, the Tide flowing above an Hour longer 1n the Cambridge, than 
in the Bedford River, 

And in cvery high Spring-Tide, the Flood runs two Hours longer up the 
Cambridge River than up the Bedford; and during theſe two Hours returns 
back again down the Bedford, and with the Tide runs up the Cambridge River 
with additional Silt and Sand. a 

And in Raking- Tides, the Ebb of the Sea-water which had put up the Bedford 
River, and indeed the freſh Waters following that Ebb, run up the Cambridge 
River perpetually, and does not return back again at all, while thoſe e 
nary high Tides continue; of which the Town Pilot of Lenne, and the eldeſt 
Bridoman of that Port, were with me Eye-witneſs; fo that high Tides which 
ſcour out all other Rivers, choak this up. And the River not being Imbanked 


above L.ittleport on the Vel Side, and the Waters of Ouſe being ſtopt by the | 


Hermitage Sluice at Frith, and ſo turned down the Bedford River, and conſe- 
quently ſcarcely any freſh Waters in the River above Denver to incorporate with 
the 'Tides, there is ſuch an Indraught for the Floods from Sea, and the Ebbs of 
the Hundred-foot Waters which run with themup the Cambridge River, that they 
all of them keep running forward through Ely Bridge three or four Days toge- 
ther without any return ; this Mr. Bateſon was an = fie mi of: And the 
whoſe Buſineſs 1s upon the River affirm, 1t conſtantly does fo every high Tide ; 
and at Stretham the Ferry-man affirmed, at the time of our obſerving at Denver 
and Fly, &c. that the Waters continued riſing there ſeveral Days together, &c. 

en. This Water receiv'd above Denver, not ebbing back again till after the Spring- 

e Tides begin to fall off, as 'tis impoſſible they ſhould, being over-rid by the 

filing vp. Waters of the new Bedford River, the Silt and Sand brought up with thoſe 
Tides from Sca, and the Ebbs of Bedford Waters doubly filtey joining them, 
ſubſide and remain fixed to the Bottom of Cambridge River; inſomuch that Mr. 
Staſterd of Denver affirms, that the ſaid River between Denver and Lietleport 
ſilted up one Foot this preſent Year. And indeed it naturally muſt be ſo: For 
theſe Spring-Tides putting up the Cambridge River, having ſcarcely any Land- 
waters to be rais'd above their natural Situation, ſo as to acquire a Weight ſuffi- 
cient to ſcour out the Silt the Sea-waters leave, therefore the ſaid Silt or Sand 
remains in the Bottom of the River, and increaſeth every Spring-Tide between 
Denver and Fly, and as high as thoſe Tides reach. 

This unnatural Effect is altogether owing to the Hundred-foot Drain, or (as 
it is ſometimes call'd ) the New Bedford River: For the Spring-Tides and Land- 
Floods which naturally ſcour out all other Rivers, keep open their Channels, 
and maintain their Outfalls to Sea, are here, by the indirect, or rather back- 
ward Courſe, render'd greatly noxious, in choaking up one of the moſt famous 
Rivers in the Kingdom. | 

After it became a common Obſervation, what Prejudice the Cambridge River 
ſuffer'd by the aukward and unnatural Courſe of the Bedford Land-floods, ( as 
deſcrib'd before : ) The Corporation of Lenne foreſeeing that their Navigati- 
on to Cambridge, Ely, Mildenhall, Brandon, Thetford, Bury, Stoke, &c. would 
thereby in time be utterly loſt, the Mayor of Lenne wrote to the Corporation of 
Adventurers then ſitting at Ely, the following Letter concerning the ſame. 


GENTLEMEN, | King's-Lyn, April 3. 1721, 
A. D. | 1 , 

, : 21 '; Þ - great Danger of the Loſs of our Navigation to Cambridge, by the Land- 
The * 1 Floods of the Hundred-foot Drain falling with the Tides from Sea into the 
Lyn's Letter River of great Ouſe at Denver, 1 that River above the Reach and Return 
0 ihe Aevene of the Ebb, being repreſented to the Gentlemen of this Society at their Common 


turers, about 


the Silting us Hall, with Inſtances of Demonſtration ,, I am deſired by them to communicate it to 
ef the Rivers: your Corporation, at their general Meeting, as a Matter of the higheſt Importance, 
worthy your Enquiry and Fxamination. And in behalf of this Corporation ear- 

neſily to deſire you'll vouchſafe ſuch due Care to be taken therein, as ſo weighty 

an Affair may neceſſarily require. This is directed to be preſented to 7 5 
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Hands of one of our Chamberlains, with greateſt Reſpef from our Body, and par- 
ticulary from, 
GENTLEMEN, 


Your moſt humble Servant, 
LD. RoLre, Mavor. 


T a Court held by Adjournment, on Thurſday the Firſt of Fine, 1721. in 
the Evening, at the Fen-Office in the Inner-Temple, London. Preſent 
Bailifls, 


Jobn Chicheley, Eſq; Wa Pemberton, Eſq;——Tobn IV alſham, EIq; 


Conſervators. 
Geo. Keate, Eſq; IWilliam Cole, Jun. Gent. 
Mr. Fa. Fortry, Mr John Le Plz. 


« The Court proceeded to take into Conſideration the Complaints ſet forth in 
the Letter of the Mayor of Lyn, concerning which Mr. Survevor-General was 
directed at laſt Ely Meeting to take a View; with the Afſliſtance of Mr, Cl- 
« and Mr. Safſery. And reading the Order made at the ſaid Fly Meeting, and 
„hearing Mr. Surveyor-General his Report, with the Opinion of Mr. Rowley, 
« ho afliſted in the View, and took all the Soundings from Claybith to Lenne: 
This Court is of Opinion, that ſo much of the Rivers of Grant and Onle, as rium 
within the Bounds of this Corporation, are in a Condition ſufficient for the Nawnign- 
tion thereof, and di order, That Mr, Surveyor-General do acquaint the Mayor of 


Lyn with their Enquiry and Opinion. 


14 


W. PLAXTON, Dep. Reg. 


There being, according to this Report, a Depth of Water in the Cambridge 
River ſufficient for Navigation four Years ago, vis. Anno 1721. but now at this 
Time, Anno 1725. not one Foot Water at Low-water Mark, a little above Sal- 
ters-lode, or beyond Denver Sluices, and that Water above the Soil of the Fens, 
( where the River was ten Foot under Soil) whereby Navigation is obſtructed 
and loft during the Neip-Tides in the ſaid River and Rivers above the Remains 
of the Sluices, it ſhews how greatly the Cambridge River grows and filts up year- 
ly; and as this River hath its Bottom thus raiſed higher and higher by degrees 
with Sand from Sea, it thereby receiving the leſs Water from the Tides to ſcour 
out the Oryſe, that famous River, its Channel and Outfall, ſilts up by degrees too, 
inſonwch that at this preſent time, at Low-water Mark, the Water is nat eight 
Inches deep in many Parts of the River, and its Bottom in many Places is as hiph, 
or higher, than the Soil of the Fens, (ſo that the Fens cannot drain) nor can 
there be any Navigation maintain'd between Lenne and the Country during the 
Neip-Tides, becauſe the Bottom of the River from Stow upwards is in many 
Places too high for the Neip-Tides to reach; and I have ſeen Gangs of Barges 
lye a-ground ſeveral Days together, and wait till the Spring-Tides put up. 

And in Lenne hauen the Channel is fo ſhallow, that People frequently ride 
and walk over, where anciently Ships uſed to ride afloat at Low-water. And 
in the Channel to Seaward there is but 2, 3, 4, 5 Foot Water, fo that no Ships 
can come up to Lenne but with Spring-Tides; whereas before Denver Slices 
were erected, they could fail between Lyn and the Sea with Neip-'I'ides- 
And the Roads Filmne and Ferrier are quite grown up, where Ships uſed to ride 
in three or four Fathom Water; and now the Ships ride at Anchor as low down 
as the Vell or Lenne Deeps. 

Thus the Ship Roads and Channels below Lenne ſuffer as much as the River 
above; ſo that no Ships can come up to Lenne during the Neips, any more than 
Barges can go from Lenne to Cambridge, Bedford, Sc. during the Neips. Such 
Prejudice has Navigation received already. And of ſuch Diſadvantage have 
the Works for Draining been to Draining—— That the great Level of the Fens 
(before the Undertaking good Summer Lands, and which the Adventurers were 
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to make good Winter Lands) are by means of their Works become ( eſpecially 
thoſe Lands for whoſe Sake Denver Sluices were made) a perfect Lerna, a 
ſtanding Pool of Water, and ſo they mult continue. 

And not only the Fens ſuffer hereby, but much of the adjacent Country, and 
all the Low-Lands in the Viggenballs and in Marſhland ; for tho? that Province 
is defended from the Body of the Fen Waters by the Powdyke, yet they are 
drowned in their own Downfall Water, and the Fen Water, which 1s unjuſtly 
jet in upon them by the Adventurers through Tong's Drain; and which they 
can't run off, becauſe the River O, their ancient and natural Outfall, is grown 
up too hich for them to drain by: Therefore Marſhland (as Things now ſtand) 
runs a double Riſque of Inundation. Firſt, from the Land Waters, which 
overflow the Fens, and riſe high againſt the P-wdike in time of Floods, whereb 
the fuld Powdike is in danger to be rent and torn, undermin'd and blown up. 
For the Waters being dilated and ſpread over a great Level, off which they cannot 
run, the Wind will have Power to raiſe ſuch violent Waves againſt the Powdike, 
as will break and tear it to picces. This all indifferent Men who have Expe- 
rience of the Fens apprehend : For 1t is well known there was a Bank between 
Upell and Miluey for Miles long made to preſerve Londoners Fen, which Bank 
by its often tcaring, breaking and blowing up, after great Sums of Money ex- 
pended, it wearied out the Undertakers; and yet the Waters aroſe not at an 
time above three Foot in height in the Level againſt that Bank, they having 


Liberty to ſpread themſelves over the great Level of the Fens. From whence 


it muſt he concluded, that now all the Outfalls of the Level are loſt to draining, 
the Fen Waters riſe high againſt Marſhland Banks, they by their Weight and the 
cat of the Waves will, one time or other, tear, rend, and blow up the Powdike, 
and utterly deſtroy Marſhland, unleſs the River Orſe be reſtored to its ancient 
Depth. 

A ſecond Riſque of Inundation this Province runs is from the Sea, for if thro? 
the Rave of its Tides, a Breach of Bank ſhould happen at the Frontier Town of 
Terrinoton, ( where many have happen'd ) that whole Province, or the greater 
Part of it muſt be ſurrounded with Salt-waters, for want of their ancient Drains 
to run it off again into Orſe, to the total Deſolation of that fruitful Country, 
and the vtter Ruin of its numerous Inhabitants. 

And as I have proved, that thoſe Spring-Tides and Land-Floods which ſcour 
all other Rivers, keep open their Channels, and maintain their Outfals, are moſt 
unnaturally prejudicial to this River Ore; as thoſe very means, which according 
to the Laws of Motion eſtabliſhed by Divine Wiſdom in the Nature of Things, 
have their proper Effect on all other Rivers, and which they had on the River 
Ouſe whilſt left in its natural Courſe, now prove ruinous and deſtructive to the 
River; from Experience and from parity of Reaſon it is demonſtrable, that the 
Navigation up Stoke, Brandon, Mililenball and Grant, or Cambridge Rivers, muſt 
in a very few Years be loſt : And which the following Affidavit proves beyond 
Contradiction. 


8 the oth, 1723. John Fuller Beakner and Mafler Pilot of the Port of 


King's-Lyn Captain John Edwards, and Captain Samuel Long, Maſters and 
Commaniers of Ships of the ſaid Port, and Thomas Badeſſade, Gent. Surveyor 
and Profeſſor of the Mathematicks, do ſeverally make Oath, That they at the Re- 
queſt, and by the Direction of the Mayor and chief Magiſtrates of the Burgh and 
Port of Lyn aforeſaid, did on Monday the Twentieth Day of January Inſtant, 
take a View, and ſurvey that Part of the River of Great Oule, that is adjacent 
to the Place where Denver Sluice lately Fo and were there three Hours before 
Flood from Sea: Where they were met by William Stafford, Eſq; and Mr. Peter 
Bateſon and all of them did obſerve, and do certify and report, That the freſh 
Floods deſcending the Hundred-foot Drain, ( otherwiſe called Bedford River  in- 
leu of having its due Courſe toward the Sea, did run violently through the Re- 
mains of Denver Slices toward Ely and Cambridge, at the time of our fir/t 
coming thither, and continued ſo to di till the Flood-Tide from Sea came up to that 
Place, and then both the Tide from Sea and Land-flood united, and ran together 
toward Cambridge. But the Tide did not put up, or ſet into the Hundred-foot 
River at all, 


And 


F 
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And do farther 7 4 and report, that they were informed by the kerryuien, 
who conſtantly attend the Ferry there, and others inhabiting in thoſe Parts, that 
the Tides and Land-Floods had continued to run in that Manner or Courſe to- 
ward Cambridge, for at leaſt a Week together before our ſaid View, without any 
manner of return 10 Seaward. 

That theſe Deponents did all of them ride about one Mile up the ſ, Bedford 
River Bank, to a Croſs Bank in the Waſhes, and did there obſerve the ſail Waſhes, 
which are above half a Mile over, and 20 Miles in length covered with a great 
Depth of Water ; and have good reaſon to believe, the Flood will /{i!l contimze 
| running th toward Cambridge for ſome time longer. And do believe and aſſert, 
7 that unleſs ſome ſpeedy Means be uſed to prevent theſe Land-Floods from this 
4 aukward Courſe, contrary to their natural Oiitful to Sea, the River to Cambridge 
: will by them and the Tides be entirely filted up, and in a ſhort time both Navigea- 
p tion and Draining be wholly loſt, Kc. 
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Jurat apud A. BEDS in John Fuller, John Edwards, 
8 drab cap Sam. Long, Tho. Badeflade, 


Edm. Rolfe. W. Stafford, Peter Bateſon. 


; And Fannary the 26th Inſtant, we were at Denver Sluices again about one 

| Hour before Flood from Sca, and then obſerved that the Waters deſcending the 
Bedford River, continued running through the Remains of the Sluices towards 
Cambridge; and the Ferry-man told us, there had not been any return of Wa- 
ter out of Cambridge River toward the Outfal by Lyn, ſince we were there on 
the 2oth Inſtant, We at the ſame time obſerved, that though the Land-waters 
in the Hundred-foot Drain were abated and ſettled one Foot at the Mouth, ſince 
the 20th, yet the Water kept riſing in the Cambridge River, and had ſwell'd ſince 
the 2oth 8 Inches; ſo that 'tis plain, the Waters which deſcend the Bedford 
River, flow through the Remains of the Sluices towards Cambridge, as long as 
the Land-Floods continue. 

Theſe Waters ſo running up the Cambridge River, topt and overflow'd the The Fers 

Banks of that River on the Faſt Side, in many Places between Littleport Chair eee e 
and Ely; as alſo the Banks of foie of the other Rivers that have their Courſe 
through the South Level, inſomuch that the Level is drowned to a great Depth, 

and the Surface of the Water that ſurrounded it, is even with the Surface of 

| the Water in the Rivers. | a 

At Ely we obſerv'd, (though the Land-Floods deſcending the Bedford River, 
ran violently through the Remains of Denver Sluices toward Cambridge, yet) 
the Floods deſcending from Cambridge through Grant River, ran with a {trons 
Current through Fly Bridge, and kept that Courſe to about tive Miles below Fly, 
where it met with the Bedford Waters; and there reſiſting each other, they 


rife Iigh, top the Banks of the South Level, and drown it to a great Depth : ate if } 
And as Low-water Mark in the River Oe, was in Anguft laſt (when the Water g "er, y. 
was lower than at any other time of the Year ) above one Foot higher than the © witivn L 
Soil of the Fens; fo as the Bottom of the River is raiſed higher every Near,“ “ 4 
the Fens will be more drowned cvery Year. And as this laſt Winter's Land-Floods, 1 
which began to turn up the Cambridge River in Famary, and continued that auk— 4 
ward Courſe near a Month, laid another tum of Silt and Sand above Denver; # 
theFens, particularly in the Sui Level, the Waters will be hemm'd in by this Bar | | 
of Sands, and the Lands be rendred utterly unprofitable ; for they are drown'd 

to ſuch a Depth, that the Sun cannot exhale the Waters, nor dry themup: And | 


from Haddenham Hills in our View of the Fens, we obſerv'd, they were all to 
the South and Eaſt bright, excepting here and there a Recd or fallow Buſh, and 
ſome ſmall Tra&t of Grounds which appeared above the Waters; and thoſe here- 
tofore rich Meadows from Audrey Bridge to Stretham Ferry, we found drowned 
on both ſides of the River, At Stretham Ferry we took Boat, and went to Sir 
Roger Jennyn's Engine Mile, which is placed upon a great Drain belonging to 
Cottenham; thoſe very Lands which this Engine is intended to drain, (and 
which was heretofore rich Meadow ) we found drowned ; as were the Fens of 
Stretham, Landbeach and Waterbeach, &c. From Stretham Ferry to Harrimer- 
all drowned; and beyond Harrimere, on the Eyſt of the Rivers Grant and ( Jufe, 
all the Fens and Low-lands as far as the Pariſſrof South Iyn, were in the fame 
B 5 ſopp'd 


4 
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lopp'd Condition. About Ey the Fens ſo overflow'd, that moſt of the Market 
People come from Soham to Ely by Boat over the Fens. | 

All thoſe formerly fine River Meadows from Erith to Harrimere being almoſt 
continually ſopp'd, are (even after the Waters are ſuckt up by the Sun) become 
very courſe, and conſequently of far leſs value then they were before the Ad— 
ventureſhip; and the ſeakin is plain, becauſe then the Land-Floods paſſed 
quickly over them, to a good Outfal (now decay'd) doing good in their Paſſage, 
by dropping the rich Soil of the high Countries upon them; but now for want of 
a good Outfal, they ſtay ſo long, as to cat out the Heart and Goodnels of the 
Ground. 

'Tho' they were formerly rich valuable Land, and now are render'd but of 
little profit; yet ſo ignorant are the Landholders for the moſt Part, that they de- 
clared they would agree to lay Eight-pence per Acre on all the Fens thereabouts, 
to oppoſe any Bill that may be brought into Parliament, for putting the Or ſ- 
into the Channel it had when the ſaid Fens were in a flouriſhing Condition. It 
was rightly obſerved by Sir Clement Edmonds, in his Report to the Lords of the 
Council, concerning the Draining of the Fens That he that will do any 
good in Sewing, muſt do it againſt the Will of ſuch as ſhall have Profit by it. 

In our Perambulation up the 1co Foot, we took notice of the Condition of the 
Eaſt Part of the Middle Level, and of the Veſt Part of the South Level, by its 
own Downfall, to be plaſhy, courſe, and ruſhy throughout ; and 1n our return 
found from Littleport to Denver, that Side to be much in the ſame Condition with 
the other Side next the 100 Foot. 

Mr. Stafford waited on a Gentleman, who told him, that his Lands in the 
eſt Part of the South Level, by its Downfall and Sock, for want of an Out- 
fal, are made ſo coarſe and ruſhy, that he let them from 2 to 3s. 4d. per 
Acre, which were in former times let for 9 to 10 5s. per Acre; and that he had 
a Rental of his ILittli port Eſtate in his Grandfathers Time of 15001. per Ann. 
now about 6co /. per Ann. In his Lands, for about two Miles in length, 
above the Chain Farm, we did not ſee one Stack of Hay, nor any Cattle in them 
except four Horſes ; and at the Chain were told, thoſe Lands were moſt unte- 
nanted ; and we found the Chain Farm that has a Mill, drowned. 

The ſame Gentleman ſhew'd Mr. Stafford a Paper his Grandfather left for his 
Poſterity ; wherein he fays, if any Emergencies ſhould happen to oblige to ſell, 
that the L.irrleport Eſtate be reſerved for the laſt; for there may come a Time 
for that Eſtate to be of the ſame Value it was before the Adventurers had any 
8 in the Fens; to whom he was always averſe, and had juſt reaſon to 

0. 

As the Fens are thus overflow'd, and a great Part of them render'd utterly 
unprofitable, the Revenue of the Adventurers Taxes rais'd upon the 95,000 
Acres, to maintain the Works of Draining, and pay their Officers Salaries, is 
proportionably diminiſhed; and was it not for a great Number of the Lanholders 
throwing the Fen Waters over Banks into the River and Drains, by Engines 
made at their own Expence ; they ſay, the whole Body of the Fens would be- 
come unprofitable, and Taxes enough could not be rais'd to maintain the Works, 
and to pay Salarics, 


The Salaries, &c. amount to above 900 J. per Ann. viz. 
J. 5 [: 
Surveyor-General — - 200 ASluice-Keepers of the North Level 40 
Receiver-General 100 Ditto of the Sππ and Middle Level 60 
Deputy Receiver —— — 30 The Charge of the Fen- Office m2 PR 


Auditor — 50 the Temple — 
His Itinerant Charge 5 Allow'd to the Treaſurer fox the 
Regiſter — - 60 Entertainment of the Corpora- 
His Itinerant Charges———— 5 tion Officers, &*c. at the Audit p10 
Surveyor of the South Level—— 70 and Meeting yearly in April, a- 
Deputy Surveyor 30 bout — 2 
T'wo Surveyors of the Middle The Mace-Bearer — E 
Leven eee hens 
Surveyor of the North Level=— 60 Sum total por An —g25 


And 


And the Works of Draining, were they all maintain'd that the Corroration 
charge themſelves with, as they ought to be, are very great, g. 


The Banks. Rivers, and Drains maintain'd by the Corporation of Adventu- Wei et. 
2 rers * in the North Level, which Diviſion of the Fens heth between the River %% 
5 TVelland and Morton's Leam, and bears in Proportion of the Draining Taxes of „% Nortt, 
N the whole 95,000 Acres, about a Sixth Part of the Tax. Level. 
The Bank againſt Welland River from Peakirk to the Bars at the e End of 

— 7 . 


Crmvland, and the Meer Dike to the ſame. 
Iearington new Drain, with its Banks and Weer Dikes. 


= 3 j 


The Drain called the Stoor-nook Drain, from Stoor-nook to the Adventurers 

Lands in Borrow-great Fen, and from thence by the Orrring Dike of the ſaid 

Adventurers Lands to the EA Corner thereof; and from thence by the Pepper 
4 Lake to new South Fea, to Clows-Croſs, and from thence by the Shier Drain to 


the Sea, 

The Wride Stream. 

The Eighteœen- foot Drain through Murrow Common to Clowes-Croſc. 

Thorney Dike from Catwater by Willow-Hall, as far as the Saſs in the North 
Bank of Morton's Leam. 

The North Bank of Morton's Leam. 


The Middle Level lieth between Morton's Leam and Bedford River, and bears — 2 Le 
in Proportion of the Draining Taxes about a twenty fifth Part. : 

The Banks, Rivers, or Drains, in this Part of the Level, now maintain'd by 
the Corporation, are 

The South Bank of Morton's Leam, and Wear Dikes. 

Stanground Saſs. 

The old Courſe of the River Nene from Standeround Saſs to Well-Creek Saſs, 
with the Saſſes at Flood's Ferry ncar Mhittleſey Dikes End, and the Saſs at the 
lower End of IVell-Creek, | 

Wittleſey Dike. | 

Bevil's Leam from Tittleſey Meer to the Saſs near Baldwin. Gloſſom's Houſe, 
at the lower End of Walderſea Receptacle. 

Moor's Drain from Bevil's Leam to the old Nene below Marc. 

The Def Dike from Wittleſey to the old Nene. 

New Dike from Connington Brook at the upper Corner of to Hook-Lode. * 

Hook-Lode to the old Nene by Burbridge Stream into the old Nene. 

Monk's Lode. | | 

The Drain from Raveley's Nook to Burbridge Stream, between TVood-walton 
Common, and Ramſey and Raveley Common. 

The Forty-foot Drain from the Weſt Outring Dike of the Adventurers Lands, 
taken out of Doddington, Warbois, Ramſey, &c. to Welch's Dam. if 

The Weſt Water — the Forty - foot through Benwick. | 

The Drain leading from Chatteris Ferry to Slade Gate, and fo to the Forty- 
foot Drain. | 6. 

The Twenty-foot Drain from Erich Common to JVell-Creek, with the Bank 
thereof, and Sluices therein. | 

That Part of the Veſt Water from Sgmerſham Town by Halba, and 
Middle Moor, and fo to the Coumter Maſb between the Twenty-foot Bank and the 
Wet Bank of Bedford River, with the Sluices and Tunnels therein. 


Hammond's Eeg from the Adventurers Lands in Somerſpam-bigh Fen to the þ 
Twenty-foot Drain aforeſaid. | ' 
Old Bedford River, with the Bank thereof, from Erith to the old Ouſe, with 4 


the Sluices thereunto belonging. 


The South Level is from old Bedford River to Stoke, Feltwell, Mildenhall, and South Leye! 


that Part of the Upland Country adjoining, and bears in proportion to the 
Draining Taxes about a ſeventeenth Part. 


3 Tranſcribed from the Hiſtory or Narrative of the Great Level of the bens, call'd Bedford Level ; U 
written by Samuel Hrtrey, Eſq; Surveyor of the Middle Level: Publified, 4. D. 1685 This Book ha 
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The Banks, Rivers and Drains in this Level, maintained by the ſaid Corpota- 
tion, are as followeth, vis. 

South Bank of the River Ouſe, from the hard Lands of Swacey, &c. to the 
Hermitage, and the Saſs or Sluice there. 

The Wo called New Bedford River, from the Hermitage to Salters-lode, with 
the Banks, Forclands, Wear-dikes and Sluices thereof. 

The Drain that leads from Ewel Fen to Audrey Cauſeway, and from thence in- 


to the Old Orſe at Audrey Bridge. 
Grunty Fen Drain, from Grunty Fen to the Old Ore, at Litrleport-chair, with 


its Banks. ; 
Part of Old Welney River. 


Littleport Drain. ; f 
Maid-lode and Modney Drain, with the Sluices to the ſame. 


The Drain that carries away Hogginton Brook, with the Banks to be raiſed, 

The River Grant from Clayhith to Harrimere, with the Banks, Forelands, 
Were-dikes, and Sluices thereof. | 

The Banks of Old Ouſe, from Harrimere to Chitterings. 

The New long Drain from Wicken-high Fen to the Tunnel, under Soham New 
River, and fo to the Tunnel under Mildenhall River; from thence to the Tunnel 
under Brandon River, and lo to the Tunnel under Stoke River; and from thence 
through Downham Eea to the Sluice, at the lower End thereof near Store, 
Bridge. 

The Eaſt Banks of Ouſe, from Harrimere to the Brick Sluice, at Prich-willow, 
within the Wear-dyke thereof. 

The new Bank on the Welt Side of the River Ouſe from Harrimere to Ely High- 
Brid Cs 

The Drains from the Eaſt End of the Adventurers Lands, taken out of Soham 
Common to the IWear-Dike of Mildenhall River. 

Myldenhall River with the Banks, Forelands, and Wear-Dikes thereof. 

The Eaſt Banks of the River Ouſe, from Mildenhatl River to the Sluice at the 
lower End of Mildenhall Drain near Littleport-chair. | 

Mildenhall Drain, from the laſt mentioned Sluice to Milenball Common. 

The River Ouſe with the Banks, Forelands, Wear-Dikes, Sluices, and Tunnels 
thereof, from Littleport-chair to Denver Dam, excepting the Sluices, Tunnels, 
and Water-Works heretofore made and maintain'd by Edmond Skipwith, Eſq; de- 
ceas'd, and other particular Owners of Lands within or near the ſaid great Le- 
vel, for his or their own paivate Benefit. 

Lakenheath Drain from Wainsford Brook to the Tunnel under Latenbeath 
New-Lode, and ſo to the Tunnels under Brandon River. 

Brandon River with the Banks, Forelands, and Wear-Dikes thereto belonging. 

Feltwell Drain to its Outfall into the River of Ouſe at Palmer's Houſe. 

Sam's Cut from Feltteell to the River Ore, 

Stoke River with the Banks, Forelands, Wear-Dikes, and Sluices, 

A Tunnel under Methwold-lode for the draining of Norwold Fens. 

Roxham Drain with the Banks thereof, 


Theſe Works and Drains are, from time to time, preferved and maintained 
at the Coſts and Charges of the ſaid Corporation and their Succeſſors, Owners 
of the ſaid 95,000 Acres mentioned in the Act 15. Car. 2 and not by the Own- 
ers of any the Lands within the ſaid great Level, other than of the ſaid 95,000 
Acres; except in Caſes where particular Contracts have been made by the ſaid 

Corporation. | 


So far this Author. 


How well theſe Works are maintain'd, appear by the Petitions and the Caſe 
of the Landholders in Se&. 6. and by the drowned Condition of the Fens. 

Had the Works above-mention'd, particularly thoſe in the South Level, been 
taken care of, the Outfal to Sea would have been continually 1mprov'd in its 
Depth, and that and the Middle Level would have been effectually drained and 
made Winter Lands, which the Adventurers by their Contract with the Country 
were obliged to wake them. 
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But by the Neglect of theſe Works with which they charge themſelves, and by 
making inſufficient Works to fave that Charge, and by the ſuffering thoſe Works 
too to grow into Decay and Ruin, the Land Floods ſpread all over the Fens, by 
which means their Weight and Action is loſt toward preſerving an Outfall to Sea 
the Rivers are more and more choaked up ; the Low-water Mark is | Ike 
higher in thoſe Rivers than the Surface of the adjacent Lands; in Conſequence 
whereof the Fens, and the adjacent Country, have been every ſucceeding Year 
drowned to a greater Height, and now are covered with ſuch a Depth of Water, 
as cannot be exhaled or dryed up, and therefore they muſt continue perpetually 
ſirrounded and overflow'd. ; 

And the River Ouſe, Lyn-haven, and the Channel to Seaward, being depriv'd 
of this great quantity of Freſhes, which, had they their due Courſe, would 
ſcour out the Sands they are choaked with, with great Effect. 

And the Bottom of the Cambridge River being raiſed higher every Year with 
Silt; and the leſs Water in Conſequence thereof, received into it (and the other 
Rivers ) from Sea: I ſay, the due Courſe of the Freſhes being obſtructed more 
and more, and hinder'd from ſcouring the Outfall, and the Quantity of back 
Water ( the chief Preſervation ) growing leſs and leſs, as the Cambridge River 
grows up, 'tis demonſtrable, the Navigation muſt in a very few Years be loſt, 
(as Draining is already) unleſs the Methods laid down in the next Scion be 
ſpeedily put in Practice. . 

And when they are, I make no doubt but this now ſurrounded great Level of 
the Fens will ſoon be recovered ; the now choaked up Rivers, Haven and Channels 
reſtored to their ancient Depth; and Navigation and Draining, ( whoſe true 
Intereſts are inſeparable )) in a few Years be render'd abſolute and compleat. 
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SE CT. VII. 


Of the Method that muſt be taken to reinſtate the River of Great Ouſe, 
Lyn-haven, and the Channel to Seaward, in their ancient Depth, and 
render them abſolute and compleat for Navigation and Draining.— How 
it will be effected if this Method be put in Fractice, and in what time. 


75% Fins, an, JN the foregoing Sections I have ſhewed That the Country now called 
ently Adea- Bedford Level, was not of ancient Time Fenny, but was in Nature River 
1 Meadow, till the Outfall by Wisbech (for Reaſons already given) decayed 
dud and became inſufficient to convey to Sea the Floods that deſcended from the 
Upland Countries in Winter time; in Conſequence of which deficiency, this 
Great Level became for the moſt Part overflow'd and ſurrounded, until Great 
Ouſe was let fall into Onſe parva, (which was perhaps 8co, or 1000 Years 
ſince) by a Cut made from Littleport-chair to Rebeck, (fee Hayward's Map) 
and 1ts Wand had a new Courſe given them, viz. by Salters-lode through Wig- 
genbale Era, and Lyn-haven to Sea. (Its former Courfe having been by IViſ- 
bech to Sea.) Wiegenhale Eea and Lyn-haven were at that time very narrow; the 
tirſt, (Tradition ſays _) a Man could throw himſelf over with a Pike-Staff the 
latter but fix Poles, or 100 Feet wide. But after all, the Waters of Great 
Ouſe, &c. had their Paſſage by this Courſe, they by degrees wore the River 
wide, and gave the Sea a more ſpacious Inlet; the one as it were preparing the 
IWay, and the other maintaining it with much Increaſe, By this alternate Action 
of the Land and Sca-waters, the River Orſe and Lyn-haven and Channel were 
made by degrees ſo wide and deep, that they became famous for Navigation, 
and in a great Meaſure capable of conveying through them to Sea, the Waters 
deſcending from the high Countries, and would have effe&vally exicated the 
Fens, but the Floods deſcending the Rivers were obſtructed by Weers and Gra- 
vels. And the reſt wanted proper Drains, to guide them out of the Level 
into the Orſe, and ſo to the Ocean through Lyn-haven ;, for the ancient Sewers 
were made to lead the Fen-waters to TWisbech River, when it was capable of 
paſling them to Sea; but that decayed, thoſe Drains were no longer of Uſe, 
and there wanted new ones to lead the Downfall Waters to the new Outfall by Ly». 
„ But the Commiſſioners of Sewers having by their ordinary Power no Autho- 
23 rity to make new Drains, and they and the Inhabitants of theſe Parts differing 
dertakers ro about the making new Works, the Country during theſe Diſputes and Inca paci— 
«rain the Fre ties lay neglected ; until Sir John Popham, Knight, Lord Chief Juſtice of Eng- 
land to King James I. Sir Thomas Fleming, Knight, Chief Baron of his Majeſties 
Court of Exchequer, and others, obtained an Act of Parliament to make New 
IVorks, in order to drain the ſaid Fens. And the Act directed, that they ſhould 
drain them in ſuch ſort, © As the 6 Wye: in Ouſe and Grant ſbould not be im- 
* paired, And that they ſhould Inbank in all places needful, Ouſe, Grant, Mil- | 
* denhall, Brandon, and Stoke Rivers. But my Lord Popbam died, Anno 1607. 
and this Undertaking with him. F | * 
About 1620. Sir William Ayloff, Bart. and Anthony Thomas, Eſq; made Propoſals 
to the King and Council for a ſecond Undertaking : Which were, To make dry 
* the wwhole Level and Latitude of the Fens, without doing. Prejudice to the Na- 
* vigation between Cambridge and Lyn, or hurting the Port and Haven of Lyn.” 
But they being ordered to give Security to the Country, and to ſhew the Com- 
miſſioners of Sewers the Means by which they intended to accompliſh fo great a 
Work, in default thereof they were rejected. 
Hereupon King James himſelf undertook the Draining; but Affairs of State 
prevented his Majeſty's making any new Works. 
After his Death, the Country and Commiſſioners of Sewers applied to Francis 
Earl of Bedford, Owner of near 20, ooo Acres in Thorny and Wittleſey ; and he 
undertook the Draining by a Law of Sewers, made at King's-Lyn, A. D. 1630. 
And was to“ Drain the Fenny Grounds in ſuch Manner, as they ſhould be fit for 
Meadow, or Paſture, or Arable : And ſo, as that the Port and Harbour of 
** King's-Lyn ſbould be preſerved, and the Navigation in all the navigable Rivers, 


— 
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= viz. Ouſe, Grant, & c. And no Prejudice, Annoyance, Hurt or Hindrance be 
* done to any of them, by means of the Works of Draining. 

The ſaid Earl and his Participants made ſeveral New Works, which much im- 
proved the Fens, yet were they ſubje& to Inundation in the Winter Seaſon, and 
therefore his Underaking was adjudged defective by the Commiſſioners of 
Sewers, | | 

Then King Charles I. undertook to drain the Fens, and to make © the Level 
* Winter Grotmds, ” and made ſome new Works; but the Civil Wars prevented 
his Majeſty's proſecuting it with any Effect. #3 

After his Death William Earl of Bedford, Son and Heir of the foreſaid Francis, 
reaſſumed this Undertaking. And by an Act he obtained of the Parliament of 
the Commonwealth of England, A. D. 1649. he became the Undertaker for 
draining the Fens. And it was enacted, that“ He ſhould cauſe the ſume to be 
* drained and imbanked, without Prejudice to Navigation in the ſaid Rivers : And 
* all the ſaid Level ſhould be made Winter Grounds, in ſuch manner as the ſaid Ri- 
vers or any of them ſhould not overflow the Grounds within the ſaid Level. 

And the ſaid Farl and his Participants procceded ; and after they had made 
ſeveral New Works, the Level was adjudged drained by the Commiſſioners ap- 
pointed by the AR, and had 95,000 Acres ſet out to them for their Coſt and 
Pains. And as the Works of Draining covld not be maintained without perpe- 
tual Care and orderly Government, the ſaid Earl obtained an Act of Parliament 
the 15 Car. 2. whereby he and his Participants were incorporated; in which At 
it is provided, that if the © ſaid Earl and his Participants, or the ſaid Corpora- 
* tion ſhall through or by reaſon of their Undertaking or Draining aforeſaid, have 
© done, or hereafter ſhall do any Act or Ads to the Prejudice of Navigation, and 
« whereby Navigation in the ſaid Rivers of Ouſe and Grant, Oc. 1. or here— 
« after ſhall be obſtrufed and made ⁊corſe; that then the Commiſſioners named in 
« the Af, or any Seven of them, &c. ſhall Tax the ſaid 95,000 Acres in ſuch 
“ Sums of Money as to their Tudgments ſhall ſeem meet, for the making, preſerving, 
& and keeping 2 5 Navigation in any of the aforeſaid Rivers, as the e was in 
the 6th Tear of King Charles I.“ i. e. as the ſame was before the Undertaking 
for Draining commenced. _ | 

As the Earl and his Participants undertook to make the Level Winter Grounds, u made 
it was expected they would have imbanked the Rivers that have their Courſe !0vard Drain- 
through the Fens, (as the Act of Parliament directed) and have led the Sock“ 
and Downfall Waters to the Rivers, by Drains ſluiced next the Rivers accord- 
ing to the Rules of Draining: But to ſave the Charge of ſuch Imbankments, they, 
contrary to the Rules of Draining, ſluiced the Rivers. Under Colour of the Act 
of 1649, they 1651—2. erected Shices croſs the River of great Orſe, near 
Salrers-lode, to prevent the T1dal Flood from putting up into the Rivers Orſe, 
Stoke, Brandon, Mildenhall and Grant. And alſo by means of another Sluice 
ſet croſs the Onſe at the Hermitage near Erith, they turned the Waters of Ouſe 
down a new Cut they made, called Hundred-foot Drain, or New Bedford River ; 
that ſo, nor Land-Floods deſcending the Ouſe, or Spring-Tides putting up the 
Ouſe, might go into any of thoſe Rivers, to the Riſque of drowning that Divi- 
ſion of the Fens at all. . 

[ have proved that that Diviſion of the Fens, though the loweſt Land in the 
whole Country was not hurtfully ſurrounded before thoſe Sluices were built ; 
that Navigation was in a very flouriſhing Condition; and that the Rivet Ouſe, 
Lyn-haven, and the Channels to Seaward grew wider and deeper by Degrees, for 
eight, or more Hundred Years, to the great Improvement of Navigation and 
Draining, to the very Hour thoſe Sluices were erected. 

And it is proved, that after they were built, the River below Denver Sluices, Prove Pre- 
I,yn-haven, and the Channel to Seaward filted up, and was ſo choaked with Sand, %. 
for want of the ancient Stock of back Water to ſcour it out every Ebb of Tide, 
(as doth the Ebbs of the Thames, Severn, Humber, &c) that Navigation be- 
came immediately very much prejudiced. The Gools of Marſhland were 
choaked up, and great part of that Province drowned'thereby ; as were alſo the 
Hundreds' and Parts adjacent to the River Ouſe.—— The Sth Level, for whoſe 
Benefit the Sluices were built, became ſurrounded, and Draining in the reſt of 


the Fens, became very precarious. And all this in one Year after theſe Works 
were exccuted : Inſomuch, 
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That the Adventurers were forced to make ( Anno 1653.) new Cuts from 


„en above Denver and Salters-lode Sluices, viz. St. Fobn's Eea, and Tong's Drain, 
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(ſce the Map of the Fens ) to gain a better Fall for the Fen Waters into Ouſe 
nearer 1.yn, but without ſucceſs; their Mouths being ſoon choaked up with Sand 
alſo; and theſe Cuts inſtead of being of uſe to Draining, they as Slakers gave 
occalion to the Bottom of the River to grow up high as the Soil of the Fens, by 
which means 1t became utterly incapable of Draining the Fens, the Province of 
Marſhland, and the Hundreds and Parts adjacent to the River, and was almoſt 
loft to Navigation, while Denver Sluices ſtood, And after thoſe Sluices were 
undermin'd by the Tides, and blow'd up, Anno 1713. the Waters deſcending 
the New Bedford, over-riding thoſe of Cambridge River, & c. that River was 
tilted up Ten Fect in Four or Five Years time, and by means of the aukward 
Courſe of the Bedford Land-Floods, which inſtead of going to their natural Out- 
fall to Sca by Lyn, take their Courſe through the Remains of Denver Sluices to- 
ward Cambridge, and overflow the Sb Level, which they do whenever they 
deſcend, and there they ſtagnate and do not run to Lyn to ſcour the River and 
Outfall; in conſequence whereof the Bottom of Oyſe is ſilted and raiſed ſo high 
with Sand from Seca, that the Neip Tides can flow but a very little way u 

that River; and therefore all Navigation is loſt during thoſe Tides, and the 
[ow-watcr Mark is two Feet higher than the Soil of the Fens, (before Denver 
Sluices were built ten Feet under Soil) therefore incapable of receiving and 
paſſing to Sea any of the F'en Waters; and therefore the ſaid Fens are totally 


drowned the whole Year, (whereas before the Undertaking for a general Drain- 
ing, there was hardly any part of the Fens but was Halt-year Land, and moſt 


tw prejudiced. part in Nature River Meadow. 


And this now drowned Condition of the Fens is ſet forth by the Corporation 
of Adventurers, in a Piece publiſhed by them: Intuled, A Report of the pre- 
ſent State of the Great Level of the Fens, call d Bedford Level, and of the Port of 
Lyn, 1725. They ſay, p. 1. The great Level of the Fens, called Bedford Le- 
«+ vel, having for many Years paſt been greatly incommoded with Waters, to 
the very great Damage of that Country, occaſioned by the Mouths of their 
Rivers Or:ſe and Nene being near ſilted up for many Miles from Sea; in con- 
* ſequence of which, the great Land- Floods which paſs through this Country to 

Sea, not having ſufficient and ſpeedy Paſſage to their Outfalls, which lye 
at a very great Diſtance, and as before obſerved, near ſilted up, break down 
their Banks, and lay great part of the ſaid Fens under Water; and the Sea 
alſo having thus thrown its Sands into the Mouths of the aforeſaid Rivers, 
has quite ſilted up their Sluices by which they ſhould drain off their Soak. 
And the Waters being thus hemm'd in, and theſe Evils growing daily upon 
them, they arc returning as faſt as poſſible to their old drowned State: So that 
if immediate Care be not taken to redreſs, if poſſible, theſe Evils the great 
Level of the Fens, the Port of Lyn, &c. will in a very little time be entirely 
** loſt. 

And the Province of Marſbland, the Wiggenballs, and Hundreds and Parts 
adjacent, to the River Owuſe, which was all rich Land, and perpetually dry and 
whole Year Ground; their Drains heretofore leading their Downfall Water into 
the River Onſe, before the Works for Draining; but now the Bottom of the 
River is raiſed too high to receive their Waters, ſo that beſide the Fens, a 
Country as valuable as the Fens lie drowned, occaſioned by the ſaid Works, and 
muſt be more and more ſurrounded, fo long as any of thoſe Works they made 
in direct Oppoſition to Nature continue, Becauſe Spring-Tides and Land-floods, 
which according to the Laws of Motion, do keep open the Thames and Humber, 
( Rivers lying upon as foul Seas as doth the Ouſe ) and having as many Sands 
at their Mouths as has the O9, maintain their Channels, and preſerve their 
Outfalls, Spring-Tides and Land-Floods, which have that good Effect in them; 
do here, as I have proved, by means of thoſe Works, unnaturally contribute to 
the Ruin of this River. Therefore it is demonſtrable, that the Fens and the 
Hundreds and Parts adjacent muſt remain a ſtanding Pool, and Navigation be 
in a few Years quite loſt, unleſs theſe Works be deſerted, and in their ſtead 


ſome Method be executed, which will reinſtate the River Ouſe, and its Channels 
to Scaward in their ancient Depth, 3 
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And that a right Method may be taken, free from the Uncertainty of former Ae, 

1 Undertakings, and the Riſque of fruitleſs Attempts, which Experience fatally 7% — 

; ſhew, have been heretofore run; we made all theſe neceſſary Surveys of the Navigatien, | 

1 Fen Rivers and their Outfalls to Sea, & c. and copied original Maps made of | 
the Fens, before the - Undertaking for a general Draining commenced. And to | 
ſet this important Subject in its true Light, and to lead the Judgment of thoſe 
it concerns to a diſtinct and clear Idea, we traced the ancient and preſent State 
of Navigation and Draining, with the moſt impartial Care; which explores the 
Cauſe of the Misfortunes Navigation and Draining in theſe Parts labour under, 
and Points out the Remedy : For knowing how the Miſchief hath grown, that 
Experience naturally teaches us to prevent it for the future, 'Thus our Wiſdom 
is learn'd from other Mens Miſcarriages — We- at that time might have taken 
the ſame unfortunate Steps; for the Cauſes of Miſchiefs, and ſo the Remedies 
are oftentimes not perceived till the Miſchief is perfected. | 

It now being our Advantage to learn by other Mens Loſſes; the Condition of 
the Country, before they meddled with it ought to be known; and the Effect each 
Work they made had on Navigation and Draining, ( which I therefore carefully 
traced in the foregoing Sections) ought to be throughly underſtood, elſe the 
Schemes of ignorant Men in this Affair, (otherwiſe ingenious ) ſhew, how im— 
poſſible it is for the moſt expert Artiſts, to lay down the Method that muſt be 
follow'd to reinſtate us. 

The foregoing Sections make appear, that the only Reaſon why the Fens were 
at all drowned in Winter, at the Time of the Undertaking for a general Drain- 
ing, was There was not proper Drains made to convey the Waters of the 
Level into the main Stream, ( vis. the River Ouſe _ and allo becauſe that River 
itſelf was from Huntingdon to Ely generally foul and overgrown with Weeds, 
ſtopp'd with Weers ; and againſt Ely, as in other Parts, made ſhallow by Gravels 
and Fords. Had they been remov'd ( as the Lord Popham and others propos'd ) 
for the readier Paſſage of the Waters in tune of F hk; 0 it was at that time be- 
liev'd, the Fens would not have been hurtfully overflow'd by the Waters of Orſe. 
This ſhews that the Fens cannot be drained, unleſs the principal River, which 
is Ouſe, be made ſo wide and deep, as to be capable of paſſing through it to Sea 
the Waters deſcending from the High-Countries. 1 

Nature, in the Compaſs of a few Hundred Years, made the River Ouſe very | 
wide and deep, compar'd with the Dimenſions it was of before Wisbech Waters | ; 
had this Courſe given them; and continued to enlarge it in Width and Depth b 
degrees, until Denver Sluices were erected croſs it, beneath the Mouths of all 
the Rivers that have their Outfall by Lyn; which Sluices hindering the Tide 
from flowing into 1ts ancient Receptacles, and the River, Haven and Channel to 
Seaward being thereby depriv'd of their wonted Stock of back Water to ſcour 
out the Silt or Sand 1n their Reflux, which the Tide brings up in the Flux, 
they were ſoon choaked with the ſaid Silt or Sand; ſo very ſoon, that Lyn, Cam- 
bridge, and the Inhabitants of the adjacent Parts, (as the Petitions ſhew _ were 
throughly convinced, the ſaid Sluices were the Cauſe thereof. And for our part, 
we can't help being of Opinion, that if Denver Sluices had not been erected, Na- 
ture would her ſelf by this time, have made the River Ouſe and Outfall by 
Lyn ſo wide and deep, that there would have been room for the Fen Waters to 
paſs to Sea in Winter time; and that the Fens with proper Drains to convey 
their Downfall Waters into Ouſe, would have been perfectly exicated: Eſpecially 
if Art had been uſed to aſſiſt Nature by Imbankments, not to. contradict her by 
ſluicing her Waters. | 

And it is our firm Opinion, that theſe Fens, tho' now they be totally drowned, 
will ſome few Ages hence (if the Method propoſed by Col. Armſtrong be execu- 
ted) become good Meadow Land. VI 5 5 TAE 

For conſidering that theſe Fens were when the Outfall by Visbech was perfect, 
good and profitable Lands, but became Fenny by the ſame Degrees tliat that 
Outfall decay'd, until the New Outfall by Lyn was given them; and after that, 
they recover'd again, and became better and better drain'd, as.the River Ou 
and Lyn-baven was worn by the new Confluence of freſh Waters, and additio- 
nal Quantities of the Tide- water from Sea, wider and deeper, and thereby made 
a ſpacious Outlet for the Fen Waters: Until Denver Sluices were erected, and the 
Waters of Ouſe were turned out of their ancient Courſe, and in conſequence of h 
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thoſe Works, the River, & c, immediately grew up, and the Fens became ſur- 
rounded again, worſe than before this new Outfall was given them. 

It is certain, if theſe Works be laid afide, and the Old Courſe be given to the 
Waters of Ouſe, that as the River was worn from 6 to 40 Perches wide by 
thoſe Waters when they had that Courſe, and of a Depth proportionable thro? 
ſolid Land; when they have this natural Courſe again, they will ſcour out the 
Sand (which melts like Sugar, before a Spring-Tide) with great Effect, and by 
degrees wear the River, Haven and Channel wider and deeper. And as the 
are thus made larger, the Navigation will be improv'd, and the Fens will by the 
ſame Degrees be better and better drain'd; till at length this River, Haven and 
Channel, growing proportionably capacious as the Thames, Humber, &c. Navi- 
gation will become abſolute, and the Fens be more compleatly drained than 
ever they were, while the Outfall by Wisbech was perfect, by as much as the Ly; 
River is a lower Situation than the Wishech River. . | 

The only poſſible means of making the Tides and Freſhes capable (as they 
heretofore were) of working theſe uſeful and deſirable Effects, is to give Nature 
her way, and to aſſiſt her where needful; as is advis'd by the Honourable 
Col. Fohn Armſtrong, His Majeſty's now Engineer General, in the Report he 
made to the Right Honourable Robert Walpole, Eſq; and to the Right Honourable 
Henry Karl of Lincoln, the 12th of May, 1724. Vis. | 


I. To open the Old Ouſe from Harrimere to Hermitage near Erith, to its 
ancient Breadth and Depth, and with the Earth that comes ont of it, to form Banks 
on the Sides thereof, to prevent the Land-Floods or Freſhes word Fo the adjacent 
Lands in the Winter. S ez 


2. — To remove the Gravels near Stretham, or where-ever elſe they are to be 
found in the River Ouſe, or other Impediments, to the End the Land-Floods, when- 


ever they deſcend, may find out a quick Paſſage to Sea, and carry off all the Silt and 
Sand they meet in their way. 


2.——To take up the Remains of Denver Sluices, or make a new Cut juſt by 
them, to render the River ( now but 80 Feet wide in this Place 150 Fart wido 
as it formerly was; ſo that the Tides may have fill Liberty to flow up by the Ouſe 
into their ancient Receptacles, viz. The Rivers Stoke, Brandon, Mildenhall and 
Grant, which will contain a ſufficient Indraught of back Water for deepning the 
Ouſe pon its return, and thereby reſtoring its Navigation within Land; as tell as 
giving the Land-Floods when they deſcend, a ſwifter Paſſage to diſcharge them- 
ſelves by the Port of Lyn into the Sea. e ASIDE PT | 


4.— To take up the Sluice or Saſs now at the Hermitage upon the River Ouſe 
near Erith, and if it fhall be thought 4 47 to ſet it donem again in the New 
Bedford River, or 100 Feet Cut near the ſaid Hermitage, for the Benefit of” Na- 
vigation only. And thereby to ſend the Land-Floods'down the Riter Ouſe, their 
natural Channel, which muſt as aforementioned habe god Effect; and prevent 
their deſcending for the future by the New Bedford River, and vrmning unnaturally, 
as they for ſome Tears paſt have been obſery'd to do (for many Days together) to 
the great Damage of the River Ouſe; and if not timely remady od. will be the to- 
tal Deſtruction of Navigation upon that River, and the other Rivers upward toward 
Cambridge, - as it is . , that of Drai ning. Fs 


* 


being turn'd into the River Ouſe, their natural Channel join'd to the Reflux of the 
Tide; which will now have a much larger Indrauph: for a back Water, than it 
bath had for many Tears Before; will infallibly deepen the Ovſe in à very little 
rime to its ancient Depth, by driving out te Sex the Sand and Silt with which it is 
now very near choaked up; and thereby not ohly render all the Fens capable of 
being drained effetually, but all the Rivers that fall into it, will be, ly being 


Hy this Method I am bumbly of Opinion, that the Land. Flood, or 770 , 
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When this Method of Col. Arm/trong's'is executed, I conceive the River, Ha- Hav, A.. 


thod will drain 


ven and Channel, vill be ſoon reinſtated in their ancient Depth, in tho follow- 
8 ſt.— The Land-Floods of the next Winter, (after this Work is done) 
when they deſcend from the Upland Countries therr ancient Courſe, they will with 
their rapid Force and great Weight, ſcour out the Sand and Silt that now the 
River is choaked up with, with great Efficacy and Effect. This is certain; for 
while Denver Sluices ſtood, the Winter Floods deſcending the Bedford River, did 
always ſcour the Sands out of the River Oe to Sea during the time thoſe Floods 
laſted, though the River ſoon grew up again after the Floods were over, becauſe 
it was depriv'd of that Quantity of back Water, by Denver Sluices ſtopping the 
Tide out of all the River's ancient Receptacles for it, which did before thoſe 
Sluices were erected, and the Waters of Ouſe were turned out of their natural 
Courſe, in their Reflux ( follow'd by the Land-waters which they rais'd above 
their natural Situation ) not only keep open the River, Haven and Channel, as 
Sir Cornelius Vermuyden, &c. well obſerves, but allo did wear them wider and 
deeper by degrees, as Sir Clement Edmunds. faith 5 and as the Petitions of 
Marſbland ſet forth; and the Experience of all former Ages teſtify, = 

2d, After the ſaid Freſhes have drove out to Sea the Top Stratum of Sand, 
and the Bottom of the River, &c. is thereby conſiderably ſunk, the Spring- 
Tides will be able to put up great Quantities of Water from Sea into the Ki- 
ver Ouſe, Stoke, Brandon, Mildenball, &c. which in its Reflux will have Weight 
and Action ſufficient to grind the River, Haven and Channel, deeper and deeper, 
and carry out the Sand to Sea; eſpecially as they will be followed by the freſh 
Waters which they'll raiſe above their natural Situation, and thereby give them 
Weight and Deſcent ſufficient to grind the River deeper: For this Sir Cornelins 
Vernnyden owns, the Spring-Tides did effect before Denver Sluices were 
erected, 

And there is as much ry for their doing ſo, as there is for any natural 
Cauſe to produce its proper Eſtect. For before it is full Sea at Salters- 
lade, the Waters begin to retreat to Sea from Jyn- baden; and before the Waters 
at Salters-lode can get back to Lyn, the Jide is ſunk into the Compals of the 
Channel in Lyn- haben“, ſo that all the Waters of Ouſe towards Salters-lode, 
and of all the Rivers above Salters-lode fall back to Sea from a great Height, 
(vir. 14 Feet at Salters-lode )) within the Compaſs of the Channel, with ſugh 
Rapidity, Force and Action, that as heretofore they were forced to Moor their 
Ships in Lyn Harbour with a Stream-Cable ; and as this Weight and Action of 
the Reflux drove out the Sand to Sea, and gradually made the River, Ha- 
ven and Channel wider and deeper, when the "Tides and Freſhes had their 
natural Courſe; and as the Land-waters were rais'd by the Tidal Flood four 
Feet above their natural Situation at Hærrimere; and as they following with 
acquir'd Deſcent at the Heel of the Sea-water, did clear the River of any Silt the 
tlood might bring with it, and alſo by degrees made the River Ouſe wider and 
deeper. So this Effect the Spring-Tides, &*c. muſt naturally work again, 
when their wonted Courle 1s given them, And thus ſome Sands being drove 
out to Sea by every Spring-Tide. (364 of which happen in the Compaſs of one 
Year) and the Bottom of the River, Haven and Channel, in conſequence thereof 
ſinking lower and lower, they will by the Force of the Spring-Tides be ſunk ſo 
low under Soil, the firſt Summer after Col. Armſtrong's Method is executed, 

2d, That the Freſhes or Floods of the next Winter will, it is very natu- 
ral to believe, drive out the remaining Sands to Sea, and regain the ancient 
Depth of the River Ouſe, Lyn-baven, and the Channels to Sea ward. the 

Thus as the ſaid River, Haven and Channel was ſilted up, ruin'd to Draining, 
and render'd very precarious to Navigation, in two Years after Denver Slices 
and the Hundred-feet Drain were made : I make no doubt, but in two Years 
after the Tides and Freſhes have their ancient and natural Courſe again, thoſe 
Laws of Motion which are eſtabliſhed by Divine Wiſdom in the Natate of 
Things, and which the Ebbing and Flowing Tides, &c. will they be govern'd 
by, will reinflate the ſaid River, Haven and Channel, in their ancient Depth. 
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Nay, it is demonſtrable that it muſt be ſo For as before the Waters of Great 
Ouſe were let fall into Ouſe parve, and had their Outfall given them by Lyn, the Ri- 
ver from Rebeck downward, and the Haven of Lyn were ſo narrow, the firſt Tra- 


dition faith, a Man could throw himſelf: over with a Pike: ſtaff. The latter 
but fix Perches or 100 Feet wide, but were by the Force of thoſe Waters and 
the Tides worn fo wide and deep, through ſold. Land and ſtiff Clay Shores, that 
at the time of the Undertaking for a general Draining, the River was 150 Feet 
wide at Salters-lode, and 14 Feet deep under Soil. (now high as the Soul )—— 
And the Harbour of Lyn 40 Perches, or 660 Feet wide, and the Bottom of its 
Channel above 30 Feet under Soil, (now little lower than the Soil): From 
Parity of Reaſon it muſt be concluded, that the Tides and Freſhes, when the 
have without Obſtruction the ſame Courſe they had in thoſe Times, the res 
drive out to Sea and clear the River, Haven and Channel, of looſe Silt and Sand; 
which will melt like Sugar, and incorporate with them; and in a very ſhort 
time make the River, &c. as deep as they were before Denver Sluices were 
creed, &c. : | RE | 
Then will the Fens (particularly the South Level) be effeQually drained: 
For as before the Adventurers meddled with the Fens, and before they built 
Denver Sluices, to ſave the Charge of Imbanking the Rivers that have their 
Courſe through the South Level; that Diviſion of the Fens was The beſt 
part of it in Nature River Meadow —— the worſt of it good Summer Land, 
notwithſtanding there were in the principal River many Weers, Stamps, Gra- 
vels, and other Annoyances that ſtopped the Waters in their Courſe, made them 
riſe high and overflow great Part of the Country that was not Imbank'd in time 
of Flood; which Impediments to the Draming, had they been remov'd by the 
Adventurers, it was the Opinion of the Lord Popham, who undertook the 
Draining, Anno 1605. but died —— Of Mr. Atkins, who underſtood the Fens 
the beſt of any Man then living, and was much employ'd about 30 Years before 
the Adventureſhip —— Of Sir Clement Edmunds, who at the Requeſt of the 
Commiſſioners of Sewers, was ſent by the Lords of the Council to take a View 
of the Fens, and of their Outfalls to Sea, Anno 1618, We fay, it was their Opi- 
nion, as well as that of the Commiſſioners of Sewers, and other knowing Men; 
that if thoſe Impediments had been remov'd, the South Level would have wanted 
little Imbanking to be made Winter Land, or good whole Year-ground. 

This was the Opinion of the moſt knowing, above 100 Years ago; and had 
the Rivers been Imbanked, as the Act 1649. expreſsly ſays they ſhould : The 
Words are © William Earl of Bedford, &c. ſhall cauſe the ſame to be drained and 
imbanked without Prejudice to Navigation,” (and to do which, the Corporation 
of Undertakers had 95,000 Aeres of Land ſet out to them and their Heirs for 
ever.) Had the Rivers been Imbanked, which the Adventurers own Engineer 
(Sir Cornelius Vermuyden ) ſaid himſelf they ought to be —— His Words 
are: There is in uſe a general Rule in Draining, and gaining of drowned 
* Lands ; which 1s by Imbanking all the Rivers on each Side, and by leading 
& away the Downfall by Drains and Sluices, ” | 

The ſame ſaid Fobn Bavents Weſterdike, another Dutchman, who was ſent for, 
and came over to view the Fens, Anno 1650. while Vermuyden was at Work. 
— Ihe ſame ſaid the Lord Gorges, Surveyor General of the Fens, and who 
underſtood them beſt of any of the Adventurers. 

And had the Rivers been Imbanked, as the Commiſſioners of Sewers, and the 
moſt judicious and experienc'd Men adviſed, and the Act of Parliament di- 
rected, the Fens (which Denver Sluices and the Hundred-feet Drain have totally 
drowned ) would have been at this time whole Year Land, and a Rich and 
Populous Country; and the Navigation of Lyn, Cambridge, &c. would have been 
at this Day in a very flouriſhing Condition. 

This would have been the famous State of Navigation and Draining, if 
Nature had been aſſiſted by Imbankments, &c. and the Tide and Freſhes had 
not been ſtopped in their Paſſage, or forced out of their natural low Situation 
and deep Channel by Sluices.—Therefore when theſe artificial Works are deſerted, 
and the Ouſe hath its old natural Courſe given it, and the Rivers are Imbanked 
where neceſſary, Nature will ſoon reinſtate the Channels in their ancient Depth, 
(in the Manner before deſcrib'd ) and after that is effected, the Spring-Tides 
and Land-Floods will (as heretofore ) with their Weight and Action, grind and 


Wear 
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wear the River, Haven and Channel wider and deeper by degrees, to the great 
Improvement of Navigation and Draining to diſtant Ages, until they become ab- 


: ſolute and compleat for both. And it is my firm Opinion, that fome few 

EZ Ages Hence the River Ouſe, &c. will be by the Tides and Freſhes made capable 

; of the moſt extenſive Inland Navigation of any River in England; and that it 

will be by them made capacious enough to receive and convey to Sea all the 

Waters of the Great Level; and that the Fens will become as good Meadow and 

$7 whole Year Ground, as are the Low-land, adjacent to the Thames or the Humber; 
E if Col. Armſtrong's Method be executed, | | : ; 

And as the Land through which the River Ouſe hath its Courſe, is the loweſt 
in the Level, and in the whole Country, by fix Inches Deſcent per Mile, and is 
conſequently the Sink and natural Drain of the Fens, it is impoſſible to practiſe | 
any Scheme that will be of Service to Navigation and Draining, but this pro- 

oſed for deepning the ſaid River and Outfall. Therefore it is equally the true 
ſnierel of the Corporation of Adventurers, and of the Inhabitants and Owners 
in the Fens, and Lands adjacent; and of the Corporations of Lyn, Cambridge, 
&c. and of all the Water Towns, to have this natural Method put in immediate 
Execution. And if this Method for deepning the River Ouſe be not executed, that 
River will continue choaking up more and more every ſucceeding Year; and in 
Conſequence thereof the ſaid River muſt in a ſhort time be render'd incapable of 
Navigation and Draining. Of this the Corporation of «4 are ſo throughly con- 
vinc'd, that after they had receiv'd Colonel Armſtrong's Report, they reſolv'd to 
uſe their utmoſt Efforts toward having the River and Harbour reſtored to their 
ancient Depth, a : 

In order to this, a Deputation from Lyn waited on the Corporation of Ad- 
venturers at Ely, at their general Meeting in Auguſt, 1724. and repreſented to 
them their Caſe; and delivered an Affidavit of the Merchants, and Command- 
ers of Ships, of the bad State of the Navigation, and gave them Colonel Arm- 
ſtrong's Propoſal for amending Lyn Harbour, and draining the Fens. The Cor- \ 
poration of Adventurers declared, that Navigation and Draining ought to go 
Hand in Hand, that they would come into Meaſures for bettering of both, and 
propos'd Meetings in London to conſider of Ways and Means, 


The firſt publick Meeting was at the Fen Office the 5th of November, 1724. 


The Corporation of Adventurers to uſe their own Words, © took into Con- Bedford L. 
* {ideration the Scheme offered by the Corporation of Lyn, for the bettering 5. n 
* their Harbour, by the Method thereby laid down: The Mayor of Lyn's Let- of Lyn Pro- 
ter, and the Remonſtrance of that Corporation, together with Colonel Arm- Tal.. . 
ſtrong's Report, and the other Papers delivered to this Corporation at their , 
meeting at Fly, in Auguſt laſt, were now read; and the Gentlemen on the 

Part of the Corporation of Lyn, now attending, were call'd in; and the ſe- 

veral Maps and Surveys by them produced, for the better Explanation of | 
their Scheme, having been peruſed and examined by this Board, and the 
aforeſaid Parties heard thereto. Mr. Charles Bridgeman, who attended 
the Earl of Lincoln on his View of this Level, in Auguſt laſt, was called in, | f 
and preſented a Report and Scheme of his for the Relief of this Level in | ; 
general, and of the Harbour of Lyn ; which was read in the Preſence of Col. 
Armſtrong : And the Subject Matter of both thoſe Schemes having been de- 
bated by thoſe Gentlemen, this Court doth think fit to adjourn the further 
Conſideration till to Morrow-Morning, & c. 
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W. PLAXx TO R, Reg. 
Novem. 6. 1624. 


* This Court entered upon the further Conſideration of the Schemes laid + drown] 
before them Yeſterday, touching the Relief of this Level, and the Harbour the Adventu- 


of Lyn; and the Gentlemen on the Part of Lyn Corporation now attending, ““ gang 
were called in, and deſiring a Copy of Mr. Bridgman's Scheme : Iris ordered, pay ins 
that a Copy be made and delivered thein accordingly. And it being now pro- 

* pos'd to thoſe Gentlemen, that a Committee ſhould be appointed on either 

Side to conſider of the ſeveral Schemes already laid before this Board, or 

any other that ſhall be produced for the Relief of the preſent bad Condition 
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* of this Level, and of the Harbour of Lyn; and thoſe Gentlemen having no 
* Objection thereto, it is therefore 

„ Ordered, That the Members now preſent, and ſuch other of the Bailiffs and 
* Conſervatore as ſhall think fit to attend, or any Five or more of them be, and 
* they are hereby appointed a Committee to meet and treat with a Committee 
* on the Part of the Corporation of Lyn, on a Method for the aforeſaid Pur- 
*© poſes, &. 


PRESENT. 
B'&1 LIFE XN 


The Right Honourable the Earl of Fohn Brownell, Eſq; 
Lincoln. William Underwood, Eſq; 
Sir Roger Fenyus, Kt. Fobn Wright, Eſq; 
CONSERVATORS. 
The moſt noble Scrope, Duke of Bridg- Fohn 2 Eſq; 


water. illiam Cole Tun. Gent. 
George Neat, Eſq; Nathaniel Green, Eſq; 


Fames Fortrey, Eſq; Edward Bearcroft, Eſq; 
g | W. PTA TON, Reg. 


| King's-Lyn. 
Guild-Hall, 


* Whereas upon Conference had between the Honourable Board of the Cor- 


7 Die Martis Peci no Die Novembr. 1724. 


a tan poration of the Adventurers of Bedford Level, and the Gentlemen lately ap- 


pointed by this Body to attend them at the Fen Office in London, in the great 
* and weighty Affair of the reſtoring the Navigation of this Port, and draining 
that Level; divers Schemes have been produced and offered, and laid be- 
* fore them for effe&ing thoſe Works. And it hath been propoſed by that Ho- 
% nourable Board, that a Committee ſhould be appointed on either Side, to cons. 
* fider thoſe Schemes, or any other Ways or Methods to be taken, that may be 
* adjudged moſt effectual for obtaining thoſe Ends. And a Committee is accord- 
„ ingly appointed on their Parts, to be met at ſuch Times as this Corporation 
«* ſhall think fit to appoint. It is therefore this Day ordered by the Mayor, 
« Aldermen, and Common-Council of this Burgh, in Council aſſembled, 

* That 


The Right Honourable Chayles, Lord Viſcount Townſhend, Baron and High Stew- 
ward of this Burgh, | 


The Right Honourable R. Walpole, Eſq: a 8 
„ * our Members in Parliament. 


Fobn Turner, Eſq; Mayor. Fobn Turner, Eſq; 
Robert Britiſſe, Eſq, Recorder, Fobn Bagge. Gent. 
Henry Hare, Eſq; Collector. Edmond Rolfe, Gent. 
Sir ohn Hobart, Bart. gon Goodwyn, Gent. 
Taller Bacon, Eſq; | aniel Scarlet, Gent. 


Martin Folks, Eſq; William Allen, Gent. 
John Spelman, Eſq; all of Norfolk. Jonas Rolfe, Gent. Town-Clerk all of Lyn, 


Or any Five or more of them, together with any other Members of this Houſe 
as ſhall think fit to attend, be and are hereby appointed a Committee, on be- 
* half of this Corporation, to meet and treat with the Committee appointed by 


© the ſaid Corporation of Adventurers, to conſider, debate, approve, agree and 


* conſent to ſuch Matters and Things, as in their Judgments ſhall appear moſt 
proper for obtaining the deſirable Ends and Purpoſes aforeſaid : Which Com- 


* mittee are authorized and defired to meet, and to continue ſuch Moorings 096 
3 3 a Con- 
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- 
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« Conferences in this behalf, as may be requiſite and neceſſary, and as they 
ec ſhall think fit. 


JoHN Goopw y N, 


While the Committees were preparing to meet, the Adventurers publiſhed the 
Papers, called Mr. Bridgman's Scheme: To which the Managers for Lyn writ 
an Anſwer. | \ I 

On the Third of December the Committecs met at fix in the Evening, at the The Com! 
Earl of Lincoln's Houſe, The Occaſion of their Meeting was opened. and the“ 
Town-Clerk of Lyn read Colonel Armſtrong's Report and Propoſals, for drain- 
ing the Fens, and amending Iyn Harbour. And then the Regiſter of the Ad- 
venturers read the Scheme they had printed. After which the Managers for Jun 
deſired that their Anſwer to that Scheme might be read; hut it, growing late 
in the Night, after ſome Debates and Reaſonings on both Sides, the Me rits of 
the Cauſe was waved, and the Committees were adjourned.” 7 - | + Foud 

They met not again till after ; in the mean Time: the Managers for 
I.yn printed an Antwer Paragraph by Paragraph, to the Scheme read by the Ad- 
venturers: Ihe Amount of that Scheme, as they ſumm'd their up themſelves, 
P. 11. is, 5 7 N 1 > 


* 
* 


« Firſt, That the free Admiſſion, of the Tides up the River Oe, above the 
Port of Lyn, has been, and if continued, will compleht, the Ruin of that 


Harbour, and of the River, Ouſe; and of ſuch Patt of the Fens that ſhould 
drain through that River, G . | 


** 


c 


'c 


- - 


* 


cc 


* Secondly, That the old Courſe of theſe Rivers were utterly improper, had 
it been poſſible to have imbanked them, for the purpoſe of convevins 
theſe prodigious Land-Hoods to Seca, which pals through the ſaid Fen 
Country. os 


cc 


cc 


* Thirdly, That the great imbank'd Roceptantes were judiciovſly made and dil- 
pos'd, conſidering their great Diſtance from their Outfalls; and that they were 
the only means poſſible of conveying theſe great Land-waters to Sea, and con- 


ſequently of preſerving the Fens as far as could be thought abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary in thole times. 


* 
<c 
«c 


(0 


40 


* The Method to reinſtate J yn Harbour and drain the Fens in general, is 


this, — Not to admit the Tides to flow any higher up the River Ouſe, than 
into Lyn Harbour”. | 


«c 


I ſhall not make any Obſervation upon this Scheme here, a printed Anſwer to 
it may be had at yn and Cambridge: but proceed. When the Committees met 
again, after ſome Debate had, the Adventurers gave that Scheme up, and offered 


no other: Upon which the Committee for Lyn deſired to know what they could 


ob ject againſt the Propoſal made by Col. Armſtrong. No Objections of any weight 


being made, it was reſolved by both Committees, that the only Method to drain 
the Fens, and to amend Lys Harbour, is to reſtore the Rivers to their ancient 


Freedom, and to give them the ſame Courſe they had the 6th Year of K. Charles 
I. as is directed by the AR, 15 Car. 2. | 


This being agreed on, the Managers of each Corporation were ordered to 
conſider of, and to draw up a Plan for raiſing Money, and the Manner of carrying 
on the Works; about which many Difficultics were ſtarted, which occaſioned 
great Delay: And the Members of Parliament of ſeveral Corporations inte- 
reſſed herein, deſiring time to conſult their Principals in a Matter of this 
Importance, all farther Proceedings were ſtayed, that ſo all Parties may have 
Time to inform themſelves, and to underſtand their true Intereſt. 

Though the Navigation to ſome Towns by the old Courſe is farther about 
than by the Hundred-foot Drain, yet when it is conſidered, that that River js 
no crookeder than the Thames, or any other natural River. Thar the Tides 
flow many Miles farther into this crooked River, than int» *he ſtrait Hondrcd- 
foot, which is a great Help to Navigation. That by means of its low 


Situation there will always be a greater Depth of Water in it, than there is, or 
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ever was in the Hundred-foot. That the Navigation will be conſtant in 
the Summer time, which it 18 not now. That Navigation can be carried on 
with Neip, as well as Spring- Tides, and be very regular; whereas now it can 
be performed with Spring-Tides only, whereby much 'Time and Charges are 
loſt. And it being alſo farther conſidered, that the Navigation between Cam- 
bridge and St. Ives, Huntington, Bedford w1ll be free and open; it is moſt certain- 
ly the true Intereſt of all the trading Towns to come into the Meaſures propoſed : 
I ſay, for theſe Reaſons (among others) it is their Intereſt, But when it is 
ſeriouſſy conſidered, that unleſs the Method propoſed be executed, their Navi- 
vation to Lyn will in a few Years be loſt ; there is an abſolute neceſſity for it, for 
their own Preſervation, and for the good of their Poſterity. 

The River Ouſe is already ſo choaked up, that it is incapable of draining the 
Fens, and Lands adjacent to it; and it is prov'd, there is no other way to drain 
them, but that of deepning the River Ouſe; therefore it is the true Intereſt of 
the Corporation of Adventures, and of the Land-Owners of theſe Parts, to have 
this Method put in Practice. 

A vaſt Tra& of Country is rendered unprofitable by being overflow'd, and 
the Navigation is in the moſt imminent Danger of being wholly loſt, if this Me- 
thod be not executed; and in Conſequence thereof, the Duties and Cuſtoms of 
the State muſt greatly diminiſh : It is therefore the Intereſt of the Government, to 
have the River Ouſę and Lyn Harbour reſtored to their ancient Goodneſs, Which 
this natural Method will not only do effectually, but will improve them, and 
render them abſolute and compleat for Navigation and Draining. 
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The REPORT of Col. RAR MSv RON, chief Engineer of Eng- 
land; made to the Right Honourable Henry Earl of Lincoln, Surveyor- 
General of Bedford Level, and to the Right Honourable Robert Wal- 
pole, Eſq; Burgeſs in Farliament for King's-Lyn ; of the State of the 
Fens, and the Port of Lyn: With Propoſals for Draining the ſaid Fens, 

and Amending the Harbour of Lyn, 1724. 


AH Harbour of Iwn being almoſt choaked up with Sand, and in 
Fa grcat Danger of being totally loſt, I have according to your Defire 
viewed the ſame, in order to find out the true Cauſe of ſuch vi- 
ſible Decay of ſo uſeful and beneficial a Harbour in that Part of the 
Kingdom. 

And being then at the Requeſt of the Right Honourable the Earl of Lincoln, 
Kc. viewing the Fens in thoſe Parts, to find out the true Cauſe of the Difficulty 
in draining a great Part of thoſe Fens, very much incommoded with Water, I 
d1d apply my ſelf very attentively to diſcover that Cauſe alſo. 

In my Perambulation to theſe Purpoſes with ſeveral Gentlemen of that Coun- 
try, I have diſcovered the true Cauſe of both theſe great Exils, viz. That for a 
conſiderable Time paſt, there hath not been a ſufficient Indraught for the Tides 
to flow up to the Orſe, as they formerly did, for many Miles together, into that 
River and the other Rivers that fall into it below Ely. By means of which, up- 
on their Reflux, 1t being always half Ebb at Lyn before it had done flowing at 
Salters-lode, theſe Tides conſtantly returning by a narrow Channel, continually 
ſcour'd out the Sands in the ſaid River, and preſerved a Channel, I am ſuftici- 
ently informed, ten Feet deeper than it is at this Time. 

Then as to the Land-Floods or Freſhes that come down in the Winter, which 
arcatly help'd formerly towards the Preſervation of the ancient Depth of Water 
in the River Oi, they being now turn'd out of the ſaid River, their natural 
Channel, down the new Bedford River, or Hundred-foot Cut, has, as largely as 
the above-mentioned Want of an Indraught, contributed to the Spoiling of the 
laid River ; by the aukward and unnatural Courſe thoſe Waters conſtantly take 
upwards to Ely, and into the South Level, inſtead of running out to Sea; and 
thereby carrying with them ſuch a prodigious Quantity of Silt and Sand, that 
the ſaid River is now become much Shallower upwards between Denver and El 
than it formerly was. Inſomuch, that if theſe two Evils are not ſpcedily reme- 
died, the draining of the great Tra& of Land, the within-Land Navigation of 
the Country, as well as the Port or Harbour of Lyn will be entirely loſt, 

Having thus pointed out the two great Cauſes ſo deſtructive to Draining and 
Navigation; and further, as it is very evident to any impartial Enquirer, that 


Draining and Navigation have fo cloſe a Connexion the one with the other, that 
the one cannot ſubſiſt without the other: 
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come now to propoſe a Method whereby both theſe Evils may be effectuall 
cured, viz. All the Fens in general drained, the within-Land Nayigation, and 
the Harbour of Lyn preſerved and amended. che: | 

Finding the Ever Ouſe to be, as ordained by Nature, the great Drain of ali 
that Part of the Country; I did, the better to ſatisfy the Corporation of Lyn, as 
well as the Corporation of Adventurers, whole true Intereſts are inſeparable, el 
pecially as to the Draining and Navigation, direct an exact Survey to be made of 
the ſaid River, from Erith to Lys, including thar Harbour, and a great Trac 
downwards to Sca. 

zeſides this, I directed that ſeveral Maps and very accurate Surveys of the 
ancient and preſent State of the Fens ſhould be fairly copied; and alſo that as 
exact an Account gs could he collected from authentick Records, as well as from 
Obſervations teh made Upon the Spot, ſhould be drawn up, of the ancient 
and preſent State of the Navigation, and draining of the Fens by the ſaid Ri- 
ver. And further I directed the Motions of the Tides to be obſerved for a 
confiderabte Time together; as alſo the Motions of the Land-Floods or Freſhes: 
And having theſe Materials by me, they ſerve to confirm my Judgment, as! 


hope they will that of all Perſons concern'd, that there 13 no other Means can 


be fo cffectually uſed to regain the ancient Depth of the Orſe, and thereby re- 
cover the Navigation thereupon, as well as that of the Harbour of Lyn, and 
effectually drain the Bedford Levels, which are ſo much in Danger of being to- 
tally loſt, as this which follows, vs. 


J. To open the old Ouſe from Harrimere to Hermitage near Erith to its ancient 
Breadth and Depth, and with the Earth that comes out of 1r, form Banks on the 
Sides thereof, to prevent the Land-Floods or Freſhes overflowing the adjacent 
Land in the Winter. | 


IL, To remove the Gravels near Stretham, of where-ever elſe they are to be 
found in the River Ouſe; as alſo all other Impediments : To the End the Land- 
Floods, whenever they deſcend, may find a quick Paſſage to Sea, and carry off 
all the Silt and Sand they meet in their Way. | 


III. To take up the Remains of Denver Sluices, or make a new Cut juſt 
by them, to render the River (now but Eighty Foot wide,) in this Place 
150 Foot wide, as it formerly was; ſo that the Tides may have full Li- 
berty to flow up by the Ouſe, into their ancient Receptacles, viz. the Rivers 
Stroke, Brandon, Mildenhall and Grant, which will contain a ſufficient Indraught 
of back Water for deepning the Ouſe upon its Return, and thereby reſtoring its 
Navigation within-Land, as well as giving the Land-Floods, when they deſcend, 
a ſwifter Paſſage to diſcharge themſelves by the Port of Lyn into the Sea. 


And that this may be the more effectual, it will be neceſſary, 

IV. To make the River Ouſe as wide as it was ever known to be at each of the 
Bridges now ſubſiſting at Downham, Stow, Magdalen, and Germans, by taking 
away the Bruſhwood, & c. put down to narrow it at theſe Places. 


V. To take up the Sluice or Saſs now at the Hermitage upon the River Ouſe 
near Erith, And if it ſhould be thought neceſſary, to ſet it again in the New 


Bedford River, or 100 Foot Cut near the Hermitage, for the Benefit of Navigati- 


on, and thereby to fend the Land-Floods down the River Owſe, their natural 
Channel: which muſt as afore-mentioned have a good Effect, and prevent their 
deſcending for the future by the new Bedford River, and running unnaturally as 


they for ſome Years paſt have been obſerved to do for many Days together, to 


the great Damage of the River Orſe, and if not timely remedied, will be the to- 
tal Deſtruction of Navigation upon that River, and the other Rivers upwards 
towards Cambridge. as already that of Draining. 


By this Method I am humbly of Opinion, that the Land-Floods or Freſhes 
being turn'd into the River Orſe, their natural Channel, join'd to the Reflux of 
the 


4. 


1 


the Tide, which will now have a much larger Indraught for a back Water, than 


it has had for many Years before, will infallibly deepen the Oe 1n a very little 
'Time to its ancient Depth, by driving out to Sea the Sand and Silt, by which it 


? is now very near choak'd up, and thereby not only render all the Fens capadle | 
: of beins drain'd effectually, but all the Rivers that fall into it, will be by 

2 being deepned, made capable of carrying as large Barges or Boats as ever they 

. did heretofore. 


And it will deepen and clear out the Haven of Lyn, and their Channel from | 
thence down to Sea. 


May. 12. 1724- JouN ARMSTRONG. 


The RtvORT of Sir Clement Edmonds, Knight, made to the Lords | | 


of his Majeſty's Privy Council, of the Stat? of the Fens, upon a general 
View taken in Augult, 1618. 


| | 
N. B. The firſt Part of this Report youll find, Sect. 4. p. 29, 30. ending at the | 


Sixteenth Line. Then it goes on thus. | 


HE Second Difficulty 1s, that as the Outfall of the River Ouſe was am- | 
| ple and great, and gave large Paſſage to the freſh Waters, deſcending | 
from the Inland Countries: So on the other Side the Sea cometh in with 
ſuch a Tide, eſpecially if a Northerly Wind meet with a Land-Flood, that di- 
vers Towns in Marſhland are in danger to be overflow'd and ſurrounded; and 
therefore by their Petition, defired the Haven might be ſtraitned in ſome Place 
near about Lyn to keep out the Sea; alledging, that the ſaid Haven had in the Me- 
mory of Man been narrower and ſhallower then now it 1s, being of late grown 
to that Breadth and Depth, by the great Fall of the freſh Waters that have left | 
their ancient Channels, to follow that Stream: And the Mayor and 'Town of 
Lyn being made acquarnted with their Petition, ſeem'd to ſtand indiff-rent : But 
in reſpect of the great Conſequence, the Commuttces forbear to give any Opinion 
therein, but left it to ſuch further Conſideration as is requiſite. 

From the River of Oyſe the Committee went to IWWisbech, to view the Outfall 
of the River Nene, and to inform themſelves of the State of thoſe Parts. 

The River of Nene cometh from Northampton by Higham Ferrers, to Peterborow, 
and not far from thence divideth itſelf into divers Branches; part running to- 
ward Crowland, by the Name of the Old Fea, and Catt-water, where it falleth 
into the River of Welland, and is now ſo ſtopp'd up, that it affordeth no paſſage 
by Boat; and part by Horſey Bridge and Ramſey Meer, and ſo is divided again b 
Plant-water, which runneth toward Misbech; and by the Stream which falleth 
by March into Vell water, and from thence by Salters-lode into the Ouſe, and 
fo falleth into the Sea at Lyn; and part thereof is likewiſe conveyed by a Cut, 
called the new Leame, beginning a Mile below Peter borote directly to Guyhirne, 
where it meeteth with IWWisbech River. 

Ihe ſaid River is divided hkewiſe below Pererborrow, near unto Horſey Bridge, 
by a Stream called Whittleſey Dike, which is ſevered through the Fens by di- 
vers Branches; part falling toward IWVishech, and part by Salters-lode into the 
Ouſe. | 


But the whole Country doth acknowledge without Queſtion or Contradiction 


18 1% a > Wisbet! 
that the ancient Outfall of the River of Nene is Wisbech River. 3 


And upon the Rien. 


View of the Committees, the ſaid River was found much defective in diverſe 
Places, as well in breadth as depth; and eſpecially below Misbech near 
the Outfall, it wanteth much depth, and is grown up and choaked with Silt: 
And not only below Wrzbech , but above alſo, inſomuch that the Bottom 
is fix Foot or more higher than it was before, which they proved; for that 
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in former Timcs the Inland Water at Guyhirn ran into that River at five Foot 
Fall; whereas on the contrary, the ſaid River falleth back into the Inland Water 
at Guybirn. And 1t appeared plainly upon View, that the Bottom of the River 
for a Mile or more below Gryhirn, was far higher than the Level on the Side. 
and conſequently could not ſerve for a Drain thereto, 

And this is the Condition of that River, as now it appeared upon View. For 
Amendment whereof, the Commiſſioners have made a Law of Sewers for the 
cleanſing and dikeing of the ſame, agreeable in ſome fort to the Inſtance of the 
Town of Visbech; to the End, the Inland Drains may fall into their ancient 
and natural Channel, as the readieſt Means for their Conveyance to the Sea. 
And for as much as the ſaid Town and Inhabitants adjoining did conceive, that 
the crecting of a Sluice ata Place below Wisbech, called the Horſhoe, would be 
very ncedful for the preſerving of the River from being choaked with Silt ; they 
defired that a Law might be made for the erecting ſuch a Sluice now, upon the 
dikeing and cleanſing that River : But the Court of Sewers were of Opinion, 
that if the River was made and accommodated to a convenient Outfall, the freſh 
Waters deſcending would ſtill grind the Channel to ſuch a Depth, as ſhould not 
need any ſuch Sluice; and alledging withal, that there being a Sluice heretofore 
erected at the great Charge of the Country upon that River of IV;sbech, not far 
from the Place where now they deſired to have one made, it ſtood not ſeven 
Days, but was broken and blown up by the Tides. Nevertheleſs, it was agreed 
that after the ſaid River was diked to ſuch a ſufficient Depth, there ſhould be 
a Sluice erected if need required. But notwithſtanding this Law of Sewers for 
Amendment of that River, it is like to fort to ſmall effect, becauſe they cannot 
agree where to lay the Charge: The Town of Wisbech alledging, That the Be- 
nefit of cleanſing and dikeing that Outfall, will altogether accrue to the behoof 
of the Upland Country, and ſerve for their Eaſe and Safety, by disburthening 
them of the Overcharge of their Waters; and therefore that they ought to put 
their Hand to work, and contribute thereto in ſome reaſonable meaſure: And on 
the other Side, the Upland Countries do produce divers Preſentments, and ſome 
as high as H. 6. ſhewing that they ought not to be charged therewith ; though 
otherwiſe they do not deny, that when the Channel is ſcoured, if it prove ſer- 
viceable, they will yield a reaſonable and indifferent A1d : But thoſe of Wisbech 
require Contribution at the firſt, to be expended as the Work ſhall proceed. And 
this is like to be the Hindrance of the Dikeing and accommodating of that Out- 
fall. | . 

From the Defe& of this Outfall, as likewiſe from that of the River of IVelland, 
which is worſe than this, it falleth out, that the River of Nene, which from 
Peterborrow down to Stanground and lower, ( where it is divided into Branches) 
is now in Summer 200 Foot broad, and 16 or 20 Foot deep, hath no way ( be- 
fides thoſe Branches that find 4 Paſſage as aforeſaid ) for the Diſcharge of fo 
great a Weight of Waters, but the Level below Pererborrow Which is a large 
Tra& of a Country: A great Patt whereof, and eſpecially that about Thorny 
Abby and of Crowland, was in former Times (as the Country informeth ) firm 
and good Ground; and is now a mere Leyna, ſurrounded with Water, and 
ſerving only for Fiſh and Fowl, without any further Benefit to the Publick. The 
reſt of the Level 1s near of the ſame Condition, and go all under the Name of 
the High Fens. | 

Which Stop and Overcharge of Water there, doth not only cauſe the like over- 
flowing in the Upland Country to their infinite Loſs and DiſadVantage, upon Oc- 
caſions of Floods and Swellings of Waters, but the Inlanders themſelves are in 
like Danger, as well for thoſe Parts whereof they make uſe, as for their Cattle 
and their own Safety: Out of fear whereof they oftentimes upon the Swelling 
of the Waters, ring the Bells backwards, as they do in other Places when the 
Town 1s in Danger of Fire. 

And thereupon it is that the Upland Men, (as they inform) having long 
time expected an Amendment of the Outfall of Wizsbech, and finding little hope 
of a Remedy that way, did agree upon a Drain 1n the 38th Year of the late 
Queen, by way of a Supply to IWWisbech River, called Clowes-Crofs . or Shire 
Drain, and divideth the Ifle of Ely from Holland, and by Shire-Gore falleth in— 
to that River, ſome five Miles below that Town: which Sewer lying 10 or 12 
Foot lower than the Level above, and where the Drain of the Si Fea run- 

Zeth, 
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neth, moſt of the Commiſſioners now in their View, found to be the beſt Drain 
to regain the ſurrounded: Grounds all above Sb Eea Bank, aud to preſerve the 
North Side of Nichech; and that it needed only ſome raiſing and ſtrengthning of 
the Banks, and bottoming in ſome Places. Nevertheleſs, the ſaid Commiſſioners 
ovided that this Drain of Clows-Croſt do run but only at Times, when the 

W ater is all above the Soil, and as a Supplement to the River of Vishecbh; but at 
other times, the Water to follow Wisbech River, rather becauſe there is no proba- 
bility that both can ſtand together. But if Wisbech River be not perfected and 
made ſufficient for Conveyance of the Waters, that anciently followed that Chan- 
nel, then the Drain of Clows-Croſs muſt be the Benefit and Eaſe of the Upland 
Countries; and to this Drain the Country ſtandeth ri much affected, as 
well thoſe that dwell in the Upland Parts, as thoſe that dwell below in Marſh- 
land. 9 b | | 

And whereas the River of Wisbech runneth from the four Gotes below Wisbech, 
down along by the Sea to the Skirt of Marſbland, the Inhabitants there com- 
plain of much Prejudice and further Danger, which they fear by that Channel 
as now it is: But if the Outfall ſhould be opened, and carry all ſuch Waters as 
ought to follow that Stream, they were never able to endure it. For Remedy 
whereof, it is conceived and agreed upon by the ſaid Committees, That if the 
ſaid River, together -with the Drain of Clows-Croſs, be carried from the four 
Gotes by a new Cut, to be made through the Salt-marſhes to an Outfall, called 
King's Creek, beſides. the Benefit which will ariſe by the draining of their Fens, 
it will ſecure Marſhland from Danger, and no way prejudice Holland. 
The River of Welland running by Stamford, Deeping and Spalding to the Sea, 
was likewiſe viewed by the Commiſſioners, and fund to be a very fair, open, 
and clean River down as low as Crowland, but from thence to Spalding very de- 
fective, for want of dikeing and cleanſing ; and from Spalding to the meeting of 
this Water with the River of Glen, near unto the Sea, almoſt ſilted up for want 
of Dikeing, and a Current of freſh Water to ſcour the Channel; inſomuch as 
they were forced below Spalding, at the time of this View, and in Sight of all 
the Company, to carry their Boats by Cart the Space of three or four Miles, to 
a Place called Foſs-dike ( where great Ships lay at Anchor) for want of a Cur- 
rent at a Low-water to carry them down the Channel. And the Inhabitants of 
Spalding did complain, that they had no Water in the River to ſerve the neceſſa- 
ry Uſes of the Town, but ſuch as was unwholeſome, by reaſon of the Shallow- 
neſs thereof; which was leſs than half a Foot deep, two Miles below the Town, 
where the Committees now 1n the View rid over. 

And this is the State of thoſe Countries, as appeared upon this View, whereby 
your Lordſhips may perceive in what Diſtreſs and Extremity they are, for want 
of Outfalls to the Sea, in the Rivers of Nene and Welland ; which two Rivers, 
according to the Information of the Country, do feed twelve Drains falling 
through the Fens, beſides other Dikes, all which did in former times fall into 
Wisbech Deep; but fix of them are now turned from thence, viz. Three on the 
North Side above Wisbech, dividing the Counties of Cambridge and Lincoln; 
and Three on the South Side below Micbech, dividing the Counties of Cambridge 
mera bas ; the other ſix are ſtill left to fall into Vishech River, if it would 
receive them: But it carrieth not ſo much Water as one of them can bring to it; 
for when the Water cometh to Guyhirn, it forſaketh Wisbech River, and turneth 
towards March, and all for want of a ſufficient Outfall. 

Neither 1s it altogether new or grown of late (though otherwiſe far more 
than ever, 1n regard the Outfalls are more choaked than formerly ) that theſe 
Countries are ſurrounded and overcharged with Waters, but that former times 
ſtood in need of Help and Aſſiſtance in this behalf. For in the Time of H. 6. 


Gilbert Haltoft, one of the Barons of the Exchequer, and dwelling about Well in Haltoft's 
the Iſle of Ely, procured a Commiſſion for the Draining and ſettling of that Commiſion 


Country; and accordingly proceeded in making Laws, which are now often al- 
ledged by the Name of Haltoft's Commiſſion, 


And afterwards, in the Time of H. 7. Biſhop Morton, Lord Chancellor of Mons Toca. 


England, made a fair Drain for the Eaſe of the River of Nene, from Stan- 
ground a little below Peterborow, 14 Miles in length, and carried the ſame 
dow to Cuybirn, where it meeteth with Wisbech River; near to which Place he 
built a Tower of Brick, (part Were is yet ſtanding ) to the End he might 
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much Advantage to the State, as any other part of the Kingdom can afford; ' All 


which 1 humbly leave to your Lordſhips grave and approved Wiſdoms. err 
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The Bounds of the Great Level of the Fens, called Bedford Level, 5M 
united by the Ad 1649. and confirmed by the Ae, 15 Car. 2, 


- 


and Cauſeway of Stoke, unto Brandon Bridge, upon the Uplands of Norch- 
old, Methald, Reltwell, Hotkwold and Wilton, in the County of Norfolk ;, ( ſee 
the Map of the great Level of the Fens) and from Brandon Bridge unto the end 
of Worlington-lode, upon Mitdenball River, upon the Uplands of Brandon, the 
Low. grounds of Waynsford excluding the ſame ; the Uplands of Lakenbeath, 
the Low-grounds of Earsmell excluding the ſame; and the Uplands of Milden- 
ball in the County of Suffolk. —— Southward from Worlington-lode unto Burwell 
Block, upon the Uplands of Freckingham, Iſibam, Fordbam, Sobam, and Wickin, 
in the County of: Cambridge, and excluding the Low-grounds of Burwell, Land- 
ward, and other Places lying Eaſtward from Burwell Block aforeſaid; and from 
thence unto the Mill near Anghſey Abby, upon the Uplands of Burwell, Reach, 
Swaffham Prior, Swaffham Biebeck, and Boatſham, in the County of Cambridge; 
and from thence unto the Ferry place at Clayhith, upon the Uplands, calle 
uihali, the Low-grounds called Low-Fen, and the Uplands of Horming ſey and 
Claybith in the ſaid County, excluding the Low-grounds called Low-Fen and 
Offen; and from the ſaid Ferry Place unto Over-lode, upon the Uplands of Va- 
zerbeach, Cottenbam, Rampton, Nivelingbam, and Over, into the ſaid County of 
Cambridge; and upon the Low-grounds of Stacy in the ſaid County, exclud- 
ing the ſame.— Weſtward from Erith, unto the Dam lately made upon the Ri- 
ver Nean near Standground, upon the Uplands of Somerſham and the Soak 
thereof, IWarboys, Wiſftow, Berry, Ramſey, Upwood, Ravely, Woodtwalton, Swa- 
trey, Connington, Glatton and Holm, Caldecot, Denton, Stilton, Taxley, Faſſer and 
Pd monies in the County of Huntington, excluding the Low-grounds lying on 
the North Side of the River Ouſe above Erith ; and from the ſaid Dam unto 
Peterborougb Bridge, upon the ſaid River of Man; and from thence unto the 
Ferry Place near Waldron Hall, upon the Uplands of Peterborough, and yes Soak 
| | thereof 


T HE faid Level is bounded. as followeth, vir. Eaſiward from the Bridge 
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thereof in the Cou of: Nart hauen. Nort bre ard from the ſazd. Ferry Place 
near Vallon K e e upon the, River of fond and from 
thence, to Dowſdale,. upon the Banks, of Great Perſand; and rom thence unto 
Guybirn, upon the South Kea Bank : and from thence. unto Tinepbirn, upon the 
Bank of the. Fenrgraund 1 0 nt 

at Granger's H | upom the Banky | | nd bl lbum; and from 
thence, unto the Niver of nee Durling's in Lywell. upon the Bank of 
Needbam, called Biſhop's Die; and; from thence unto Well-Creek at the Nort h- 
weſt Corner of Walſingham Fen, upon the Bank of the Grounds in Uproell and 
Outwell, called Play-field and Church-field, excluding the aforeſaid: Fens and 
Grounds called Walderſey, Coldbarn, , Needbam,,. 7 and Church-field;, and 
from thence unto Salters-lode, upon the new Podike Bark; and from thence un- 
to the Mouth of the River Vie, upon the River Oe, and from thence unto 
Helgay Bridge, upon the River Wy; and.from.thence unto the Upland, at the 
End of the Bank of the Grounds late of Edmond Shipwith, Eq; deceaſed upon 
the ſaid Bank; and from thence unto Stoke Bridge, upon the Uplands of Rox- 
bam, Deerham, Weerham, Wretton and Stoke, in the ſaid County of Norfolk ; 
except the imbanked Grounds late of Edmond Skipwith, Eſq; lying on the 
North Side of the River Ore. | | | 


and from, 2305 unto Ane Leam 


- 


FR 
of the Fen- ground called Cj 


——_— — a „ — * * 
* _— 


_ — 
V * 


An APS K ACT of the AS or Draining the Great Level of the 
7 2 © Fens, which paſſed the 29th of May, 1649. 


Ihe Ad ſets forth. 


| HAT for the Improvement of the Fens, which would cauſe an Increaſe 
of -our Manufactures, Commerce and Trade, and be an Advantage to the 
Commonwealth, the Great Level, whoſe Limits and Bounds ate deſcribed, was 
undertaken to be drained by Francis Earl of Bedford, and Participants, who in 
his Life time made good Progrefs in ths ſaid Work; but by reaſon of ſome 
late Interruptions, their Work have fallen into Decay. Therefore now l- 
liam, Son of the ſaid Francis, undertakes to proceed effectually in the ſaid Work 
of See That the ſame may proceed with Juſtice and Effect, it, 13 
enacted, . : HEH FH TEE 3 2 
That the ſaid Nylliam Earlof Bedford, and Participants, ſhall, on or before the 
1oth Day of Ofober, 1656. cauſe the ſame to be drained and imbanked without 
Prejudice to Navigation, in the ſaid Rivers or Parts adjacent; and all the ſaid Le- 
vel, except as hereafter is excepted, [hall be made Winter Grounds, in ſuch manner 
as the ſaid Rivers or any of them ſhall not overflow the Grounds within the ſaid 
JJ/%%%ͤ von ; | 

And for bearing the Charge of draining and maintaining the Works from time 
to time, ſhall bave-and enjoy 95,000 Aeres, and collect Taxes out of the ſaid 
95,cc0.Acnes. for that Purpoſe: Each Adventurer to pay 50 Shillings an Acre 
towards the doing the ſaid Work of Draining. Have Power to make any new, 
or enlarge any old Cuts, or other Works neceſſary for the ſaid Draining ; giving 
reaſonable Satisfaction to the Owners, where ſuch Cuts or Works are made. If 
any difference happen therein, then all ſhall beordered andadjudged by the Com- 
miſſioners hereafter named, or by any fix or more of them. | © 
No Commiſſioners of Sewers to intermeddle, but to uphold and maintain the 
Works after adjudged ; the ſaid Earl and Adventurers having 200 Acres, or any 
five or more of them to act as Commiſſioners of Sewers, and have Power to make 
Taxes upon the 95,000 Acres, only for upholding the Works of Draining. To 
this eng, have Power to meet in the Middle Temple Hall, London, upon the 17th 
Day after every Term. | 
Ihe Comamnſiioners hereafter named, have Power three Years after the Drain- 
ing is adjudged, to give and make Satisfaction out of the 95,000 Acres, to ſuch 
whoſe Lands or Intereſt ſhall be made worſe by the Draining, than they were in 
the 6th Year of King Charles J. 
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To prevent Differences between the Adventurers, the Names and particular 
Shares of each Adventurer to be entred in a Book for that purpoſe provided, 
and no Conveyante to be valid till fo entered or inrolled in the Chancery, 

And it is enacted, That the Commuſſioners hereafter named, or any fix or 
more of them, ſhall inform themſelves by Examination of Witneſſes upon Oath, 
and by their own View, or both, of all ſuch Matters which ſhall be neceſſary for 
the ſpeedy executing all the Powers given them, and doing Juſtice therein, 

And the Sheriffs and all other Officers of the Counties in which the Premiſes 
be, are required to be aiding and aſſiſting. 8 

And it is enacted, That 3 

William Lenthal, Eſq; Speaker of the Parliament. 

The Lord Keeper. | | 

Lord Chamberlain, or 8 | 

Lord Commiſſioner or Commiſſioners of the Great Seal of England for the 
Time being. | 

All the Judges of the Upper Bench, and Common Pleas, and 

Barons of the Exchequer for the Time being. | 

Philip, Earl of Pembroke and Montgomery. 

William, Earl of Salisbury. 

Edward, Lord Howard, Baron of Eſerick. 

Oliver Cromwel, Lieutenant General. 

Henry Ireton, Commiſſary General. i 
ere Danvers And 45 more Knights and Eſquires therein mentioned. 
And every of them are hereby appointed Commiſſioners, to hear and deter- 
mine all Matters preſcrib'd in this Act. 


— 


a. * ww 
— 


An AE SsTRAC T of the Adi of Parliament, made Anno 15. Caroli 
II. Regis. For ſettling the Draining of the Great Level of the Fens, 
called Bedford Level. Le 


The Act ſets forth. 


HAT after ſeveral fruitleſs Attempts, the Fens were at laſt at the Re- 

ueſt of the Perſons intereſſed, undertaken to. be drained by Francis 

Earl of Bedford, according to a Law of Sewers made at King's Lyn, Anno. 6. 
Car. 1. who was to have for his Recompence 95,000 Acres. 

F. 2. The Bounds and Extent of the Fens deſcrib'd, _ 

Great Encouragement given by King Charles I. to the ſaid Earl, his Adven- 
turers and Participants, upon the Covenants and Conditions contam'd in a cer- 
tain Indenture of 14 Parts, bearing date the 27th of Feb. 7th Lear of his ſaid 
Majeſty's Reign. Yi | | 

9 3. And by Letters Patents, his Adventurers to have Succeſſiion for ever. 

After the ſaid Earl Francis his Death, William Earl of Bedford, his Son and 
Heir, obtained a pretended Act of Parliament, 299. Maii 1649. and by colour 
of that Act, he and his Participants proceeded in fimfhing the Works, and the 
Fens were adjudged drained by the Commiſſioners appointed by that Act. But 
as they could not be preſerved without a perpetual conſtant Care, and orderly 
Government: | | 
F. 4. Therefore incorporated by the Name of the Governor, Bayliffs, and 
Commonalty of the Company of Conſervators of the Great Level of the Fens, 
to conſiſt of a Governor, fix Bayliffs, 20 Conſervators and Commonalty. 

F. 3. And any five or more of them, whereof the Governor, or Bayliffs, or 
any of them to be Two, to Tax the 95,000 Acres, to maintain the Works. 
Penalty of Non-payment, not exceeding one Third Part of the Tax. 

F. 6, 7. The 12000 Acres accepted of by the late King Charles I. to be 
ſubje& to all Taxes, with the Reſidue of the 95,000 Acres. 

F. 8. The Governor, Bayliffs and Conſervators, appointed Commiſſioners of 
Sewers for Preſervation of the Level, by convement Outfalls to Sea ; and they 
or any five, whereof the Governor or any of the Bayliffs to be two, to 5 as 

| on- 


111770 


Comnuſlioners of Sewers within the ſaid great Level; and of the Works made, 
or to be made without the ſaid Level, for conveying the Waters by convenient 
Outfalls to the Sea. 

F. 9. No other Commiſſioners to meddle. | 

F. 10. Conveyance cf Freehold, and Inheritance of the 95,000 Acres of 
Force, if enter'd with the Regiſter, in a Book kept for that Parpole from the 
Time of Entry. | 

F. 11. Non-payment of Taxes to be levied by Sale of the Lands, the Thur/* 
day and Friday after the tirſt Sunday in April. 

F. 12. Have Power to erect new Works within or without the ſaid Level, for 
conveying the Waters to Sea; making Satisfaction where they Cut. And if any 
Perſon ſhall cut, throw down, or deſtroy any fuch Works, ſhall anſwer treble 
Damages and Coſts, by Action of Treſpaſs —And if malicious, ſhall be pu- 
niſhed as for cutting the Podike in Marſhland. 

F. 13. The Governor and the other Ofhcers to take an Oath, well and truly 
to execute that Office in all Things: The Oath to be adminiſtred by any two of 
the Corporation. And for the Continuance of the ſaid Corporation for ever, 
the Members upon Wedneſday in N 18 Ihr yearly, ſhall chuſe new Officers, 
by the greater Number than preſent ( whereof the Governor or one of the Bai- 
lifts to be ong; ) a Governor or Bailiffs to have 400 Acres of the ſaid 95,000, elſe 
not qualified. 

A Conſervator 200 Acres, 

The Commonalty, Electors, to have 1c0 Acres, to enable him to Vote. 

F. 20. And whereas the Draining aforeſaid, and future Maintenance of the 
ſaid Great Level, ought to be without Prejudice to Navigation ;, and becauſc all 
Complaints which have been made, and all Prejudices which have been, or 
ſhall be done to particular Perſons, Parithes and Places, cannot by this Act be 
ſufficiently provided for and remedied : It is therefore enacted, That ſeven 
Commiſſioners for each of the fix Counties extending into the Fens, be conſti— 
tuted for the Purpoſes herein mentioned. 

F. 21. And for the ſupplying the Number of ſuch Commiſſioners in caſe of 
Death, or other Avoidance or Incapacity : It is enacted, That within three 
Months after ſuch Death or Notice of Avoidance or Incapacity, the remaining 
Commiſſioners of each reſpective County of which ſuch were, or the major 
Part of them ſhall from time to time nominate and appoint by Deed, under 
their Hands and Seals, to be enrolled in the Chancery; ſome other Perſon or 
Perſons reſiding within the ſame County, in Place or Stead, &. 

Which Commiſſioners, or Seven or more of them, ſhall hear and determine 
Complaints, Grievances , Oc. as therein expreſſed, relating to, or occaſioned 
by the Draining or Maintaining of the ſaid Great Level, and to award Satil(- 
ſaction out of the 95,000 Acres. | 

F. 23. And in caſe the ſaid Earl of Bedford and his Participants, or the ſaid 
Corporation ſhall through or by reaſon of their Undertaking, or Draining aforc- 
ſaid, in the 6th Year of his late Majeſty's Reign, of ever bleſſed Memory, have 
done, or hereafter ſhall do any Af or Aﬀs, to the Prejudice of Navigation; and 
whereby Navigation in the ſaid Rivers of Ouſe and Grave and all other Rivers 
now navigable, paſſing through the ſaid Level, (and the River of Veſ-Water 
being a Branch of the River of Ouſe, if it be conſiſting with the Draining ) or in 
any of them: Or ſuch other Drove-Ways or Bridges, within or without the ſaid 
Level, as have been made, or cauſed to be made by the Adventurers, and have 
been by them maintained, unleſs there be ſome Agreement to the contrary : 
He, or hereafter ſhall be interrupted, obſlyufled, and made worſe: That then the 
ſaid Commiſſioners, or any ſeven or more of them, whereof the Vicechancellor 
for the Univerſity of Cambridge, the Mayor of the Town of Cambridge, and 
the Mayor of the Town of Xing's-Lyn, for the Time being, to be Three: If they 
upon notice left at their reſpective en ſhall think fit to be preſent from 
time to time; ſhall and may decree the ſame to be made good and amended, at 
the proper Coſts and Charges of the ſaid Corporation, within a convenient Time 
as to their Judgments ſhall ſeem meet, fi 

F. 24. And in caſe it ſhall happen and fo fall out, that the ſaid Corporation 
ſhall negled or refuſe to repair and make good the ſame, according to the Or- 
der and Decree of the hid Commiſſioners, and within the Time limited by 
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mem, that then it ſhall and may be lawful to and for the {aid Commiſſioners, 
or any ſeven or more of them, by Warrant under their Hands and Seals atteſted, 
to Tax the ſaid 95,0co Acres in ſuch Sum and Sums of Money, as to their 
Judgment ſhall ſeem meet, for the making, preſerving, and keeping the Naviga- 
tion in any of the aforeſaid Rivers; as the ſame was in the ſaid Sixth Tear of 
King Charles I. Which ſaid Sum or Sums of Money ſo to be aſſeſſed or taxed by 
the ſaid Commiſſioners, ſhall within 20 Days next after the Notice thereof given 
to the Governor or Treaſurer of the ſaid Corporation, be paid unto ſuch Perſon 
or Perſons as the ſaid Commiſſioners ſhall nominate and appoint to receive the 
(ame. And in caſe the ſaid Governor or Treaſurer of the ſaid Corporation, after 
notice given as aforeſaid, ſhall refuſe or neglect to pay the ſaid Sum or Sums of 
Money as aforeſaid : That then the ſaid Commiſſioners, or any ſeven or more 
of them, ſhall have full Power and Authority to impower the ſaid Perſon or 
Perſons, to levy the ſaid Sum or Sums of Money, by Diſtreſs or Diſtreſſes to be 
taken upon the ſaid 95.000 Acres, or any part thereof: And to make Sale of the 
{aid Diſtreſs or Diſtreſſes ſo taken, and fell the ſame, and render the Overplus 
unto the ſaid Governor or Treaſurers, deducting the reaſonable Charges of 
their Labour and Pains therein. All which ſaid Sum and Sums of Money, to 
be taxed or levied by the Authority aforeſaid, ſhall be expended and laid out in 
preſerving and keeping the ſaid Navigation as aforeſaid, and maintaining the ſame 
according to the true Intent and Meaning of this Statute. 

F. 25. If 8coo Acres are drowned 12 Months together, thole Commiſſioners 
ſhall aſſeſs Taxes for Draining. 

F. 26. And in caſe the Corporation ſhall negleq or refuſe Payment, (it antea) 
whereupon the Goods of particular Perſons, & c. ſhall be diſtrained or ſold, or his 
or their Lands ſequeſtred, that then the ſame ſhall be aſſeſſed and taxed upon 
the whole 95,000 Acres: And further Remedy, G . 

F. 27. Commiſſioners to inform themſelves, by examining Witneſſes upon 
Oath. 

And the Commiſſioners themſelves to take an Oath, as in the Act preſcribed, 

All Decrees of the Commiſſioners to be final. 

Places of their fitting from the 29th of Seprember, to the 26th of March, to 
be at Huntington; and from the 25th of March to the 3oth of September, to be 
at Fly in every Year : Unleſs the Commiſſioners, or ſeven of them ſhall appoint 
ſome other Place, being a Market Town; and by Warrant under their Hands 
and Seals, declare thePlaces and Times of their after Mecting : Which Warrant 
ſhall be publiſhed in open Market, where they laſt ſate, between twelve and 
two, on ſome Market Day, one Month at leaſt before time of Meeting : And 
have Power by ſuch Warrant to Summons Parties and Witneſſes to appear be- 
fore them. Th 3 

None who have Intereſt in the Level to be a Commiſſioner. 

F. 28. And it is provided, that ſuch Commiſſioners may give and make Sa- 
tisfaction out of the 95000 Acres, to ſuch Perſon or Perſons, whoſe Lands ot 
Intereſts therein (by any new Works to be made without the ſaid Level, for 
conveying the Waters to Sea) ſhall be made worſe in Quality, Condition, or 
Value, proportionable to the Loſs and Damage the Partics ſhall receive thereby. 

F. 33. And if the Commiſſioners do not make Satisfaction within 12 Months, 
the Barons of the Exchequer to be a Judicature from thence for thoſe Purpoſes. 

F. 34. And it is enacted, That if any Breaches happen in any the Banks, 
Saſſes, Sluices, Tunnels, or other Works within the ſaid Great Level, or in any 
Works without the Great Level for conveying the Waters, or by reaſon of ſome 
inevitable Accident; the ſame ſhall be repaired and made good in convenient 
time by the Corporation, Oc. But no other Charge ſhall be laid upon them, for 
or in reſpect of ſuch Breaches, nor ſhall be inforced to give to any other Perſon 
any recompence for wy Loſs or Damage which ſhall happen, by reaſon of their 
making neceſſary and ſufficient Banks for the defending the {aid Level from 
being overflown, and for the leading of the Waters of the ſaid Level in their 
Channels, as now they run unto their Outfall at Sea. 


The 


4 
* 
' * 
, 
* 


[ 119 ] 


The true Content or Number of Acres in the Fens, deſcrib'd in the general 
Flat“, lying without the Fen Dikes ; as they were deliver'd by Will. Hay- 
ward, Gent. Surveyor upon his Oath at Wisbech, the 1 3th of | uly, 1608. 


| | Acres, 
URROUGH great Fen, with ſome Severals by Cat-water, con- 
tain. — — KA oc rs 4 
Burrough little Fen, contain | ee 3 
Croyland Fens in three Pieces, vis. 


8 contain — 2000 
Certain ſeveral Fens and wet Meadows lying in Ely, between Burrough 


little Fen, Burrough great Fen, and Catwater, contain 


Thorney Grounds, containing in all 15,850, whereof in hard Land 400 
Acres. In Fen — 15,450 


IWisbech Hundred high Fen, with Sutton Fen and Trokenbolt Severals, con- 

tain = a — — — — 826 
Ladweres, Ixwellmoor, the Rivers, &c. and other Sevetals between th 

Coldbam Bank, Biſhop's Dike, the Diviſion of March, Welney River, and 

Darſey Lode — — 8740 
IVittleſey and Stanground common Fens, with divers Severals, and the Se- 

verals between the old Een and Thorny Bounds; the Diviſion of Wiſ- 

bech high Fen and Do@dington Fens, and from that Diviſion to the high 

Stream, and Ramſey Mere to Knors Delph, and by that Delph up to 

| Horſey Bridge, U which Bound Ramſey hath a great Part of a Fen 

next to Ramſey Mere, containing 2800 Acres) contain ———-— 24,435 
Other Fens between the ſaid Delph, the high Stream, Ugmere, IWVittleſey 

Mere, and ſo by Conqueſi-lode to Pocket-holm, and the high Lands 7390 
Certain Fens in Huntingtonſbire, between the high Lands Skirts, and Ram- 

ſey Hards and Mere, and the ſaid high Stream and Conqueſt-lode — 13,433 
Other Fens. of Huntingtonſhire, lying between Ramſey Mere, the high 

Stream to Benwich ;, the Weſt Water to Erith Bridge, and the Skirts of 

the high Land between the ſaid Bridge and Ramſey Hards —— 13,340 
The Fens of Doddington, cum membr. Common and Several — — 32,000 
Hony Fens, in all 370; vis, Hardland go—— Fen ——— — — 280 
Chattery's Fens, together with certain Fens of Sutton, and Bial Fen, with 

ſome Severals lying between the Bounds of Doddington and Hony, the 

Weſt Water, Sutton-lode, and Ox Willow-lode, contain 20,700 
Sutton Fens, on the South of Sutton-lode, between the Weſt Water Hadden- 

ham Fens, and the Hards of Haddenham, Sutton and Mepal, contain— 2,910 
Haddenham Fens, between the former Fens, the River of Ouſe, Wilberton 

Fens, and Haddenham Hards EEK eee 
Fillingham Fens on the South of the Ouſe, on the Weſt 

beſides Hempſal on the Ef thereof — .- 
IVilberton Fens, with part of other Fehs between the Ouſe and Hard land, 

to Ely Bridge, contain ——— EE 2790 
Grunty Fen compaſſed with the high Lands, containeth ——— —— 1694 
A Fen more North, between Sutton-lode by Coveney, and the hard Land of 

divers Towns compaſſing it | 


— — — 3780 
Downham Wodfen, and other Fens between the Fens of Littleport, the 


, Orſe and Ely, hard Lands to the Town Sk 


| | . Wn — 2440 
The Fens of Littleport on both Fides of the Ouſe Common and Several—1 2,655 


Weſtmoor South of Darſey-lode and Weſt of Welney River, together with 
divers Severals — ———— 3.360 


Certain Fen Grounds Common and Several, between Welney River and 
the Cawley Dike in Upwel —— 1105 


Certain Fens Common and Several, between IWelney River, Maid-lode, 
the Ouſe and Littleport Grounds Kent 


763 


G ˙ 


th 


—.l 


— —¼ —— 


—— 
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3870 
of Aldrich Calſey, 


— 2920 


é—?— — — 


n — — 8609 
Beſides a part of Wishech high Fen lying in Valter ſie, with divers Seve— 

rals. CONtAINING — — — — — — — 4320 
Marſhland Fen, containing —— — — 4220 


* From this Plat was copied the Plan and Deſeription of the Fens printed in this Work. 


Ind 


— 


- 5 = * > - — — : a = 
— * 31 — 
— CSIC — Co 73 —ñꝛ - 
—— ">. Mw — * 


* * þ "Ts — 
— . — — —- 
6 —— — 3 > 


— — S__ 5 
— — * 
— —— — — 


— —u— 3 
TC ́ — — 


- —— 
4a -. 


. — 
— 


ä . rr Fm WW © - 
1 _ * . 


12 


— — 
* 


"TT 1 4 
: — 
* — 


— 


* F — * 
— ow ow — "> * 7 * — — — 
.ͤ; v WET IST Ig ar 2 
22 * — 


— 


"2 gies — n= 


— 4 — <p oh 


£ 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


— — hs, 


— <— 


5 — 
a * — 


v0 8m a. = 


—_ =, — ——— —-— — ſ— 


i 2 OS... 8 
—— _ 


A+ * — 
- 4 - = * — 
Py - —_ © * 
g —— 3 — — 
* 


2 T2 
LEY = * 
- 


_— 
— 
mw 


IS * 18—— n 
— — 2 | 


46 
Acres. 


And many other Low-grounds between Maidlode and Spalding River, the 
Fen- banks and Sca-banks, which will be made dry by the general 
Draining. 
The Fens between Helgay Bridge and Stoke Bridge, by the River on the 
South Eaſt; the high Lands of Stroke, Wetton, Meerham, Deer hams, Rox- 
ham, on the North; and the Grounds of Edmund Skipwith, Gent. on the 
Weſt, contain — — — 2900 
The Hens between the high Grounds of Hochs, Wilton, Feliseell, Me- 
ald and Northwold high Lands on the Eat; Stoke River on the North; 
the Imbanked Grounds of Helgay, Modney, Sothery, and in part the 
River of Ouſe on the Weſt; iT Brandon River, from Prieſt-houſes to 
Brand-Bridge, contain - — 
The Fens between Brandon River on the North; the River of Or!» in 


— —— 


— — 


Between Mildenhall River on the North Eaſt; Onſe from Prick-willow to 
Ely Bridge on the North Teſt ;, Stuntny and Soham Cauſeway, the high 
Ground of Stuntney, Norney, Sobam, Iſlebam and TWorlington on the 
South and Eaſl —d — — n Ws 11,780 

Between the ſaid Cauſeway and the high Land of Stuntney, on the North; 

Ouſe and Grant, from Hy Bridge to Upwere, on the Weſt; WWickyn high 
Grounds on the South; and Sohum EAſ t — 4297 

The Fens and Low-grounds between Grant, from 8 to Clayhith 
and Horningſey High-grounds on the Weſt ,, the Way from Quoy to 
Cambridge, and Quoy and Botteſham High-grounds on the South ; the 
two Swaffhams, Reach, Burwell, Lanward and Fordbam on the Eft 
and of Soham and Wickin, North — — 11,950 

The Fens beeween the High-grounds of Fverſbam and Hinton, Weſt ; of 
Fulburn, South; of great and little Wilbram, Eaſt; of Botteſham and 


22,120 


|; Quay, North =—— - 1240 

i Between Grant, from Harrimere to Ditton on the Eaſt; Ouſe, from Harri- 

| mere to Aldrich Bridge on the North; Hempſall, Ircham, and the High- 

yl Grounds of Rampton, Weit ;, and the High-grounds of Cortenbam and 

W Denny Abby, South —  — — 9480 
Hempſall and Ireham, Eaſt of Aldrich Cauſeway, contain — 823 


The Low- grounds from St. Ives to Erith Bridge on the Sonth ;, the Fens 
of Willingham and Over on the Eaſt; the High-grounds of Swaſy, 
Draiton and Stanton, on the South; and the High-grounds of St. Ives, 
Vent — — - 352 
The Lowlands between St. Ives, on the North Side of the Oiſe, between : 
the ſaid River on the South and Fat, and the High-land of Bluntſham, 
Hallywell, and St. Ives, on the North and Neft, do contain — 


1871 


Summa tot Omnia 


307,242 


— — — ＋ʒ—— 


The Gradual Acre Tax of the 95,000 Acres, for maintaining the Works 


of Draining. 


HE 85,000 Acres, part of the 95,000 Acres which were at the firſt Un- 


dertaking caſt into Lots; every Adventurer then had his Share in that 
Diviſion of good and bad Land, and all Land taxed alike per Acre; but after- 
wards being divided into different Hands, as People became Purchaſers of good 
. or bad, the bad Land alone would not bear the Burthen of the Tax, for that 
1 there being much difference in the Soil of the ſaid Lands, and ſome part much 
i} more ſubje& to overflowing than others, and not capable of being ſo well drain- 
ed: Therefore by the Act 10 Car, 2. The Power given to the Governor, goed 
x an 


3 


L 141 


and Conſervators, for their lay ing of Taxes, and ſelling Land for Non- payment, 
was alter'd from Vhitſun-Week, unto Wedneſday, Thurſday, and Friday, after 
the firſt Sunday in April every Year, and at no other time; (the time of the 
Year being found then moſt convenient) and by the ſaid AR, for the Reaſons 
aforeſaid, the 95,000 Acres were for the future to be rated by way of a Gradual 
Acre Tax of Eleven Degrees or Rates, as are particularly hereafter mentioned 
in the Lots. Except the 12, 0 Acres which are rated at 1 s. 3 d. per Acre, 
when the 83,c00 Acres are taxed at 61101. 75s. 1d.*; and ſo in proportion. 

There 1s of the 83,000 Acres part of the 95,000 Acres of Adventure Land, 
go, oo Acres divided into 20 Lots or Shares, 4,000 Acres in each Lot. The 
Remainder 3,000 Acres heth Overplus. The 20 Lots, and how rated, now 
to the Draining Taxes are as followeth. 


FIRST Lor. 


Sorts rated. Acres N. P. 
5 Addenbam Common, A. — — — 100 oO co 
70* 6 H Potſham High Fen ——— — 140 oo oo 
Li / Sutton Meadland next Middlemore — m— — 131 co coco 
3 Weſtmore No. Bedford River A. — — 400 oO oo 


2 Coventy Severals A. —— — F 0 
4 Helgey Common by Captain Skipwith's Bank — 318 co oo 
2 Townmoors,.. Arkinſtal, Unley Several, Eaffmoor or Little 

Shell, and thaw vt Fen in Lakingheath, and the two 


Sedge Fens, and Coplow Fen in Mildenhall A. — 200 oo oo 
4 Whelpmoore, Luwellmoor, and Spaindelf A. 478 OO oo 
4 Stuntney Common — — 032 OO oo 
4 Stuntney Far ———— — — — — 022 ooo oo 
4 Stunt ney {mall Severals — ——— — O12 CO OO 
3 Part of Thorney—— 3 — — Ic. oo oo 
4 One Several in Woodwalton — — —— O15 Oo oo 


3 Grunty Fen A. — | 
3 Beezeling's Fen in Soom, 
3 Creek Fen in Doddington A. next March 
4 Stoney Fen and Block Fen Common A. 
5 Somerſham Common A, — — — — 300 oO o 
4 Great Bradnymoor a Several in Doddington— — 162 02 00 
4 Severals of Doddington * 
2 Hale Fen Common. and Sedge Fen a Several by Welney, 
next Welney A. 
5 Severals of Well and IWelney 
3 Weitmoor No. — 
2 Weftmoor 88. — — 


— ä · 200 oo o 


— 


SECOND LOT, 


5 Haddenham Common B, — — 
5 Sutton in North Fenn — 

3 Weftmbor North 83. — — — 400.00. 00 
3 Coveney Severals B. — 4 0 00 
1 Methwold Common, and Feltwell North Fen A. ———— 400 oo 


ww 00: 00: 00 


o 
1 Torenmoors in Lakingheath, &c. B. —— 200 00 oo 
4 Whelpmoor, &c. B. 461 OO o 
4 Ladus Fen A. next unto Creek Fen—— — — 115 Oo Oo 
1 Borſham, Ouy & Ditton, part Inter- common A. next Bot- 

ham Load — — — — 100 o co 
4 Langwood Fen in Chatreſſe A. — — — 3 0 0 co 
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Sorts rated. ö Acres R. p. 
3 Creek Fen in Doddington B, ——=— — — 260 co co 
4 Stoney and Block Fen Common B. — 400 co co 
4 Severals in March — 068 o oo 
4 Somerſbam Common B. - — 300 oo oo 
e e, Fen, inf next N Ramſ- EE — 451 oO oo 
moo South, e 20th Piece from 5 — 5 oO oo 
| ; Meſimoor North — — 050 oo oo 
4000 00 00 


TBHIRD Lor. 


* it Iſleham Common, A 250 ook o 
11 Middleditch Fen in V. one 2 0 
11 Great Shelfould in 1 Wiveling r o3 co 


4 Sutton, the Remainder of North Fen, and the middle next 8 
towards Ohatres Fen, and 6 O 26 inWeſt Fen ad joining og oo oo 


3 Weſlmoor North — — | 200 oo oo 

2 Weſtmoor South, A. — — —— 200 oo oo 

35 Raniſe ſe * Sev cerals, A — — r e 

oy Methwold Cen Bn Oc, B — — — 400 OO oo 

I Townmoors, &c. C. —— — 200 oo OO 

3 Brandon Conimons — — 90 0 00 

4 North Cloud, a Common of Lakinheath = — 058 oo co 

3 Severals of Lakinbeath, A, — — — 052 Oo co 

: 4 Ladin Fen, Dem — — — — 115 OO oo 

3 3 Grunty Fen, B. — — 100 OO. 03 

Ed LangwoodFen, B. — 300 oo oo 
4 Whitemore in Beater, A. the Parcel of 300 Acres ;Aiked 

| out- —ͤͤ— — — 300 OO OO 

4 Stoney and Black Fen Common, C —— 400 oo co 

3 Euſymoor, Well Pingle and Farmers Fen, A. 500 oo oo 

4 Connington Severals, A. in the greater Fenn — 200 oO oo 

5 Well and Pelne Severals — — 79 oo oo 

3 Weſtmoor North N. the Thirteenth, c. — O50 oO oo 

2 We ſtmoor South S. &“, — — 050 oO oo 


4000 ©O oo 


. 


 FourTH Lor. 


— 100 


5 RF Pos Common C. OO oo 
7 Barway Middle and Fordy in Soham ——— 231 Oo oo 
5 Honey Fen in Chatres — — O40 oO oo 


: Weſtmoor South B 400 oO oo 


5 Ramſey Severals, B. — — — 974 00. 00 

1 Methwold Common, Oc, Co  — —— — 400 oO oo 

on 5 88 &c. P. — — 200 oo oo 
Gt Whelpmoer; Se, C. — — — 461 Oo. oo 
. > Bir iler Sendy's imbanked Ground 3. —— 115 o co 
: Grey Fer Gr — '— —— — 126 00 co 


4 Whenny Fen in Chatret—— —5 n O4 oo 
4 Whitmoor in Doddington B. next unto the 300 Acres diked 


—— — — es oo 00 
3 Eufymbor, &. C. — — 548 oo oo 
4 Somerſbam, 6 — | — 2 K 5 300 OO OO 


2 Feltweil Severak, D. 
| A Caldecott Several — ws W e — 056 00. OO 
3 Mr. Tirrill's ground by Prieſts Houſes 24 and 3. 027 ©O oo 


Sorts rated. ; Acres. A, 2. 
4 Severals of Doddington ——— _. — — 6044 00 oo 
3 Ve ſtmoor North E. the Fifth, 3 — — 50 00 00 


2 Weſtmoor South K. G. 


5 Haddenbam Common D. — — — 78 oOo oo 
1 Stretham Common ——— % n e 

5 Sutton South of Bedford River, next unto the Fer ens of Had- 
denbam and Wentworth 120 OO OO 
2 Weſtmoor South, C. . > __—— 0: s 
5 Berry Mow 1 — — — 4 co oo 
7 Ramſey Severals, D. — — — 00 do oo 
5 Witcham Common 10 Acres, and Several A. 4 Acres - O14 OO oo 
5 Chatres Sevetals — — — oo 0 oo 
3 Deerham Commons — — — 200 OO OO 
3 Lakinheath, Townmoors, &c. E.ꝛy — — 200 Oo oo 
5 Whelpmoor, &c. D. — — 661 oO oo 
2 Knights Fen in Hockwold and Redmoor Grounds, A. — 111 co oo 
6 Thracken-bolt by Clows-Choſs, A. next Clows-Croſs —— — 005 oo oo 
4 Grunty Fen, D.—— — 0 O00 
i Nor wold Common, A. next unto Stoke Bridge — 200 ©O oo 
3 Meſt Fen and Wet Fen Cloſe, A. — 183 oO Oo oo 
5 Whitmoor, C. next unto Wisbech Fens —— — 300 oo oo 
4 Somerſham Commons, D. — — — 300 oo oo 
4 Middlemoor in Ramſey . HA — — — — HO OO. OO 
3 Connington Severals, B. — —— — — 081 oo oo 
5 Severals of Well and IWelney — 016 oo oo 
2 Meſtinoor South, R. the fourth Piece from Weluey — 050 oo oo 
3 Meſtmoor North — — — — 050 co oo 
4000 OO o 

SixTau Lor. 

125" 2} Heben, B.— =. <——— 90-00: 66 
11 Clattocks or Longbridge 1 in Wivelingbam — d 00 
11 Babyſburn in Wivelingham eee es 
11 Upmear Farm in Mieten — — 00 oo 00 

5 Lammas Ground in Wicken, near Upmeay Farm ——— 023 O OO 
6 Sutton in Meadlands, next to the rounds mentioned in 
the firſt Lot — 325 OO oo 
2 Weſtmoor South, D. — 400 OO oo 
4 Mepall Severals, As ——_— — — 973 OO oo 
1 Methwold, &. D.(xwy ³ͥ —ä — — 8 OO CO 
2 Torn ſmoor, &c. F. — j —ę-ͤ ù — 200 co co 
2 Whelpmoore, & e. E. —— — x6 O %ο co 
4 Ladus Fen, C. | — — —— 115 oo oo 
2 Meer ham, Wretton and Stoke Com. next towares Stoke — 336 O0 oo 
4 Gurfe and Gore in Chatres, A. next Chatres — — 200 OO OO 
3 Dicamoor next Weſtwater — ——— 156 oO co 
3 Horſemoor in Doddington, AA. — —— 2c “ 00 00 
3 Euſymoor, Se. B. — — — 300 O oo 
2 Hale Fen and Sedge 12 5. — — — 200 oo 00 
5 Sev erals of Well = Welney — — — 289 oo co 


— 


FIFTTH LO. 


— 050 0 00 


— — — — 


4000 OO oo 


— 


_— 
— n.. 


Sorts rated. + 41 1 
2 Weſtmoor South, H, G . :⁊ñä³öð — 0 00 
4000 ©O Oo 
SEVENTH Lo r. f 

ney Iſiebam Common, C. — — — — 230 oo 

Wilburton Common and Several — 33 1 0 

8 Rampton Commons —— — Cy 

2 2 South, E. 3 8 4006 


9: Mepall Severals, 6. — — GE | n 
1 Methwold, &c. - 4 


2 Towniſmoor; &c. 5 8 r 


2 Feltwell South Fen and Mow Fen, A. 
150? 


bo 4: Mildenhall burnt Fen, Ely great Shell and Shippey, A. — 300 


3 Sir Miles Sandy's imbanked Ground C. nextCrouchmoor— 115 
4 Sir Henry Willoughby's Several in Southerey, Weſt of the 

River Oiſſe — ©76 

4 Curfe and Gore 1 in Chatres B. next Doddington ——— — 200 

þ Dicamoor 1n Doddington, A. 


200 co 
Horſemoor, B. | — 200 oo 
2 Hale Fen and Sedge Fen by Welney C, next unto the re- 
maining part of Seage F en — 195 co oo 
3 Euſymoor, &c. D. — 990 
3 Middlemoore in Ramſey B. ——— — — 400 o oo 
4 Sir Oliver Cromoells Severals in Ramſey, A — 108 co oo 
3 Weſtmoor North, K. G.. — —— 050 co co 
2 Weftmoor South, O. 6H. — — — 8 % co co 
4000 oO oo 
EIaEHTAH Lor. 
. Swaffham High Fen, A. —— 200 co Co 
$93.3 3.3 28.6 Haddenham Severals — — — — 138 CO oo 
0.8 | 5 
; 5 Sutton South of 3 River — — — 032 oO ©0 
4 Byall Fen, A.— = — — — (4 00 oo 
4 Mepall Common — — 053 oo co 
4 Severals of Mepall, C. — — ©22 O oo 
1 Helgey and Southerey Commons, — — — co 
1 Lakinheath,” &c. e — —y— 2c 0 oo 0 
q 4 1 Mildenhall, &c. B.— „ 300 oO oo 
2 Feltidell South Fen and Mom Fen B. — 161 co co 
2 Knight's Een and Redmoor Grounds B, —— —— ——— 115 co co 
I 8 Horningſey, &c. B.— —— 100 co oo 
7 Norwold Common by Stoke, North of Wi ey .— .——— ©29 c co 
A7 in Chatres ——— . 5 - 320 o oo 
3 We Fen and Weſt Fen Cloſe, B, — | 898 325 OO OO 
3. Middlemoor C. — — — .. — 400 co co 
1 Pookngs in Hockwold | — — — — 100 oo co 
4 Sir John Watt's Grounds in Londoners Fen- —— 352 Oo co 
4 Hd Middle i in Londoners Een. - — — O10 oc co 
4 Severals of Doddington—— — — — 042 03 Co 


. , — — 


- — 


* 
oy 7 


90 
S 
S 
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Sorts rated. 


3 W. 8 — Oc, O. — 


181838 * 


N 1NT H Lor. 


7 Denver Fen South of Bedford River 
6 Mr. Wendye's Ground in Charves 


— — 7 OO 
4 Widdon Severals in Mepall —— —— — 089 o 
11 Bream Farm by Ely -— — U — 4 oo 
— 5 ITE TR FT. — — i 200 oo 
4 Byall Fen, B — — 20œ oo 
i Cheney Severals, C. — — — 975 oo 
3 Helgey and Southery Commons, B, —— — 300 oo 
150 44 Mildenhall, &c. C. — ͤ — — 30œ0 oo 
1 Townmoors, &c. I. — — 200 oo 

3 A Several in Lakinheath b y Croſſwater —— — 
2 Hockwold and Wilton 2 A. — — 253 oo 
4 Ladus Fen, D. — — 115 oo 


3 Read's Fen 3 — 360 oo 
1 Swaffham Sedge Fen 180 Acres, part of high Fen. 5 J Acres, 
part of Creyle 4 Acres — 

3 W:/? Fen and "Wef Fen Cloſe, C,— — 

2 Warbsis Fen, Wiftow Fen, Ramſe ey, Eaſtmoor, and Pulver 

Fen, and Turfe Fen 1n Doddingron, A. 

2 4 Denton Common — — 156 oo 

2 Knobbhalls in Welney, South of Bedford River . —— 019 oo 

21 Common-piece- of Welney 

2 Loveokes, x Several adjoining to Common-piech: —— 021 oo 

3 Weſtmoor North, J. Oc. ''— ©50 oo oo 
50.72 Haba, South, T. &. 


a” — 


| 
35 
8 


8 
8 
38888 88 88888 8 88888888 


= 


n 
= 


man Trin or. 


„  — — 


0 Penile Fen North of Bedford River: 2 — 256 OO 
9 Several of Denver, by the Grounds of Well ——— O04 oo 
8 Sir Henry Willou bby s Several in Southery, Eaſt of Ouſe— 076 OO oo 
OO 
OO 


5 Tanmas Grounds in Wicken, next unto high Fen ——— 021 
3 Mr. Barrow's imbanked Ground in Wicken — 007 
7 Stacks in Wivelingham — — 007 OO oo 
2 Coyle in Swaffham, A. next the Hard Lands — 200 0 oo 
2 Burwell Common, 4. 247 OO oo 
2 Sir Edward Peyton's Sedgey Severalin Wicken OI4 CO co 
6 Ronwey in Samerſbam nr ln 


* —— OIL O oo 

3 Helgey and Southerey Common, * — — 300 co oo 

I Toronmoors, $.c._ hu EY — 8 2 200 ' 20 CO 

5 J Mildenbdll dc. B. — — 3⁰ ©0' ©0 

8 : Hockwald and Wilton Common, 1 gs — — — 222.00. 00 
4. Littleport Severals, A. ts — — 041 o oo "i 
3. Mr. Gibbor' Ground, called I Warners, A. next Redmoor — 115 CO co 1 
1. Both ſham, Horningſey, r 100 co co 4 

Y Nor wold Common, b — U — 200 oo oo 


þ _ % 8 * * 4 — ſ 
ww s » # _ _ 2 
— % 
—— 
N £ 


Sort rated 


OO 
OO 
OO 
OO 
4 Byall ken Co — —— — 400 o oo 
4 Mepal Severab of Mr, Carter's , n Fure Fen — —- 018 oo oo 
3 Coveney Severals, Dow — ———— 056 00 oo 
2: Methwold, Sic F.——— — —— 483 oo co 
1 Townes, Sor I.. — | - 200 co oo 
3 Nora Farm. — —— — 079 oo oo 
4 LitthpartSeverals, B 6 eee 00: OB 
3 3 Roxham Common. | — O94 oo oo 
0 5 Sutton in Holland, A. next unto the-Wride. —— — 115 oo oo 
4 Pymoor-near Wichford — — 152 oo oo 
4 Normoor in Chatres, B.— — — 400 OO oo 
4 The Middle in Doddington —— — — 200 ©O oo 
3 Warbois, &c. C. — — — 300 OO doo 
3 Ravel Fen in Ram irre . —— 129 00 00 
4 Sir William Cockain's Ground in y 58 Fen — 171 Oo oOo 
2 Part of Sedge Fen in Welney, Jing Lad Redford River--;010 S ©0 
1 Feltpell Severals, 2 8 5 „% r 216 o oo 
Af | eg Nan n.. 830 o oo 
2 8 | — 9 *. on . — 050 o OO 
— mum bench eden 
; a : 8885 3 400 OO co. 
fm bas 4 H ach 3:50: Wr 
 T:'weLetu LOT. . 


- 3 Helgey and Southerey Common, 83 — —— 30 00 


4 Neagmaor-in Upwell, A. 


5 WeſiFen near unto Surton Meadland, A.— 
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— — 


Acres. 
4 Normaos in Chatres, A. next to Honey —kꝛ]ꝑꝛ 4 
3 Vardbdis, &c. .—“. —— — — 50 
3 Hor ſemoor, Sc. D. 
4 Sir Robert Bell's Ground in Londoners Fen 
4 Sir Lewis Treſbam's Grounds in Londoners Fen 
4 Mr. Fincham's Ground in Londoners Fen — O11 03 
4 The Ground in LondoutrsFeh, late Mr. Fincham's=—— 013 o1 
2 Part of Sedge Fen in Welney, North of Bedford River, 
3 Part of Knobbals in Welney, North of Bedford River —— 009 
5 Three Severals in * lying between Popham's Eea and | 
Nerv. — U — 65 oo 
4 Severab in tonü(—uww — — 02 0 


Me ſimoor North, H. &'c, — —— — 0850 Oo 
e —ſ —— | 050 OO- 


00 


2888888 » 


—— 


8 ETAT INI Lo r. 


| 2 250 00 
5 037 0 
: Coxneſt's and Mr. Jetherell's Hamlet in Sutton — 006 00 


ya” 076 OO 


5 Middlemoor-1n Sutton 


f 


1818883 38 


*£ 1. bee Jef Fen, Lammas Ground adjolii 17% 


„ Fen, Ch the Several wunde of Si 5 


* * 


Peron, and Mr. Dalton, A. — — 250 oo 

5 Sutton Grounds, South of Bedford River, lying. next to 
the Grounds of Surton, of the firſt Lot — . 109 02 
5 Part of Swutton Weſt Fen, B. — . — 010 o 
2 Croyle in Swaffham, B. i — — 200 oo 
6 One Several n Woodwalton | — 036 o 
1 The remainder of S e _ the c Kings's m 006 02. 

5 Severals of Chatres, A. * eee 


t 8 00 


—— — — — 


oo 


co 


3388 


OO 
OO 


2 Town- 


— — ow 


Sorts ratod. Acres. R. P. 
8 * —— — — — 200 co co 
= + e — — — 115 oO OO 
23 x. Downham i in the Iſe Common and Severals — — 390 oo oo 
4 Elme Common and Severals — — 250 0 oo 
p Weſt Fen, and e Fen Cloſe, D. — 500 o co 
4 Stoney and Block Fen Common, D.— — — 400 co o 
4 Somerſbam Common, E.. — — — 333 CO oo 
5 Lanbeach, a Several in Uproell —— — 7 0 co 
3 Weſtmoor North, Sc; F. — — 050 OO OO 
2 1 eſimoor South, Ge. M.- — — 050 oo co 
4000 ©O O©O 
THIKTEENTH Lor. 

4 Nentmoor by well, B. „ 250 oo Oo 
7 Wicken Hic Fen, A. next towards Wicken ——— 120 O0 OO 
3 Hale Fen near Coen — — — 18 oo oo 
1 Burwell Common, .-: — — 293 CO OO 
1 Sir Robert Heath's Several Grounds in Soham — 420 OO oo 
3 Lakinbeath Severals, B.— — — - 094 o ©o 
1 Townmoors, &c. M. X — 200 oo oo 
3 South Cloud, a Common of Lakinbeath — — O47 ͤ oO oo 
25 = Mildenhall, &c. k.. — — —— 300 00 00 
3 Sir Miles Sandy's imbanked Ground, A. next Pr. Houſes— O oo oo 
3 Mr. Hawkins Crouchmoor, next Hale Fen —— 045 o oo 

: Weerbam, Wretton, and Stoke Common, B. next towards | 
| Deerbam ——— = BY | — 200 ©9. co 
4 Stilton Common — ba 160 oOo co 
3 Weſt Fen, and Veſt Fen Cloſe, = 500 co co 
3 Far buic, &cc. P. — — 300 o 00 
2 Upwgod Fen, adjoining to Whittleſea Way. — — 405 o co 
4 Sir Oliver Cromwel's Severals, B. — — 069 o oo 
5 Severals of Welney — — — 0020 co oo 
4 Severals of Mar c and Doddington — m—— O26 OO oo 
3 Weſtmoor North, & c. C. — — — 050 o oo 
2 Weſtmoor South, &c. E. — — — O40 OO 00 
EE 4000 00 0 

en e ere Tour IAI H Lo. 

w=_ L Iſſebam — P. — — ——'200 oo o 
11 Over Common —— „ 171 O 00 
2 Wicken 1-045 ahh . —— ——  . PPS 300 00 ©O 
2 Mr. Barrow's Sedgy Several Dirnen 2 77 O21 O0 00 
2 Fordbam Common — — — 927 0 00 
5 Piclin Severals, B3B.— 2 TT ET: 8 00 O©O 
5 Crollode in Somer AM — — <= | ce — O 0 OO 00 
3. Helgey and Saut herey Common, E, ——  ——— 282 99 oo 
109 2230 Mildenhall, Kc. F 1 — — "IH — — 325 o 909 
2 — 6— —ꝛ— — i OO ©O 
5 Sutton in Holland, B. : — — — 11%. 00 00 
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Sorts rated. Acres R. P. 
2 Horningſey High Fen — - — — 100 co oo 
4 Borroughmoor in March —— — — — 300 OO oo 
3 Dr. Samm's Hor ſemoor imbanked ——— — 225 OO oo 
3 Stoney Fen Several, A. —— OE — 300 oo oo 
4 Warbois, &c. E. ———— — — 50 oo oo 
4 Ramſey Common b Delfe Dike —— —— 108 co oo 
1 Feltwell Severals, B, —— — — — 146 oo oo 
3 Weſtmoor North, &c. $, — —— — O50 oo oo 
2 Meſimoor South, &c. D. — — 030 00. 00 


— 


FIFTTEENT MU LOT. 


Swaffham High Fen, B. —— — — 200 OO oo 

10 Hempftall in Wivelin ban — u_—. 4 0 co 

5 Sutton Weſt Fen, C. — pf > ———— — x 5 

4 Wisbich Common, B. — 313 O0 oo 

2 Burwell Common, C. 160 .00 oo 

2 Great Metlam, Little Met lam, and FE Hale i in Sobam, Fo 500 oO oo 

1 1 Townmoors, &c. O. — : | — — 200 O oo 
4 a F Mildenbalt, &c. O. — — — 300 oO 00 
: Thorney Farm by Stuntney : ——— O47. co co 

©) 4 Quan farm? — OI 00. 0 
4 Richard Ward's Severalin 3 by Þ prof 8 Weare — ,003 00 co 
4 Several of Welne Chapel in Lirtleport — oo OO OO 

35 Sutton in Holland, C. —ͤ 06095 oo oo 
Mr. Gibbons Ground in Southerey, lying by Prie#'s Houſes- 020 oO Oo 
4 Shevens in Well next to the Town of Upwell ——— 100 oo oo 
: White Fen in Swafſham next Botſham High Fen ———— 200 oo eo 

4 Normoor in Chatres, D. =———  — — 410 oO oo 
4 Stoney Fen Severals, B. : — 300 00 oo 
© 4 Warbois, &c. F. — — — 500 o oo 
2 Methwold Several = — — 3% o 00 
4 Several of Mr. Strange in Londimers ren — — or: 00 oo 
3 Weitmoor North, G. .— nel 00 
2 n cake N.— der „ IT, 030-6 oo 

\ | — . + +.) dy * W 8— 
90 DAS a. 3 —— + yo; RAPE 00 


FO: SG SIXTEENTH Lo r. 
4 Waterbeach, &c. 8... — r — 
2 * Fen, South of Bedford River, next to Oxwillow 

0 Load — — — in = 19S 00 

_ 5 itton Weſt ] Fen, D. 00 80 
1 Wisbich Common „hing between HMoreton's-Eeam and yy 30 1 0 


TOW WEN * "4G . * 


Foot Drain — —— 424 Wa oO 


8 6 1 Remainder of Holme Fen from thei Earl of Portland's... 1 


250 ©O oo 


— — ————— c "00. 00 
5 3 He and Southerey Commons, f. —— 3c c oo 
| 2 kel Keen P. . *. — 293 0 oo 

«+. Zeno. N Dite 1 „ 
: ct] nll, &c. I. " — ares d 00 
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Saves ru. dete. k. 5. 
2 Great * and Crays Fen, next toward the Riyer 

Nene — — | + | pn — — 200 o CO 

6 Maymond, a Several in U, — — 0 oO co 

5 The Several Ground in ell by News Cote —— 01% 03 oo 

4 The Severals of Doddingion —— — — 065. 00 oo 

3 Weſftmoor North, & c. P. — — — 5 oo doo 

2 Weſtmoor South, Or 7. — — 050 co doo 
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7 Waterbeach Fen by Garden Tree — 112 00 oo 
9 Cotteubam Common — 240 O oo 
6 Sutton in the Meadlands next towards Weſt Fen —<-—— 018. co oo 
4 Wisbich Common, D. — — — 473 oO oo 
50 50 3 Mildenhall, &c. K. — — — — 300 O09: oo 
2 ha &c. H.—— — 760 oo 00 
3 Mr. Tower's Crouchmoor in Litt leport ——— 070 CO OO 
3 Part of Mr, —— 8 Crouc bmoar ad joining — 010 ,00 oo 

; Throckenbelt, C. — — 035 oo oo 
3 Aſmyellmoor next unto Downham Weſt Fen ———— 152 co oo 
4 Rough Weſtmoor in (Raves, B. next ee 8 Fe en _— 296 co oo 
Dicamoor, C. — r — 200 o co 

3 Warbois, &. K. ?!? —— $550 o oo 
4 Middlemoor in Ramſey, E. —— 371 bo 
1 Feltwell Severals, C. — r 309 00 OO 
3 Weſtmoor North, &c, I, —— — Cy — 050 co co 
2 * mg Or. Q — FIX; == 050, ,00 ''00 
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3 Thorney Mom Fen. 5 — 3900 OO oo 
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2 Weſtmoor South, &c. 1. — 050 oO oo 
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6 Part of Holm Fen —— — — — 963 oo oo 

4 Part of Hyoll Fen; Go. — — 100 o oo 
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Note, That when aTax o F 5050 L #s rai * on ; the g PERS "Aber c which 7 is ald 

a 75 ingle Tax) then 6 firſt Sort Low the 83000 Aerer'is taxed 44. per 
Acre; and ſo on to Eleven Groats. the 12000 Acres i rated at 15. 1 . 
the Acre. And the Serjeant at Mace of rhe groar Level, by Precept under the 
Seal of the Corporation, in the Nature of' a Writ of Haberé facias Poſſeſtonem 
at Common Law, is to deliver Poſſeſſion unto ſuch Purchaſer, as ſhall prvebeſe for 
Mal of Taxes any * 7 e ſaid 9 5,000 Acres. | 
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PrRorOSALS ig Draining the * Level of the Fens, called Beds 


ford Level, by the Right Honourable Richard Lord Gorges, Surweyor- 
General of the Works of Draining, and Superintendant of the Officers 
of the Corporation of Adventurers, May the 18th, 1682. 


My Lokaps end GENTLEMEN, 


N obedience to your Order of the 11th of May inſtant, I have conſidered 
how the Middle Level may be better ſecured from drowning, and conſe- 
uehtly how 1t may be better drained ; and in order hereunto, tirft the De- 
feds of the Draining of that Level are to be ſer forth, and is this: That, 
There are ſeveral little Brooks, that in Winter, and in ſuch rainy Weather as 
this is, brings great and incredible Quantities of Water into the upper and re- 
moteſt Part of the Level from the Outfall; and when theſe Waters Ar come in, 
they fall preſently into the loweſt Grounds of the Level, as Ugmere, Whittle- 
ſeymere, Brickmere, Which alone is above 3000 Acres, and Ramſey Mere about 
100; and when all theſe Meres are full of Water, there are no A= provi- 
ded, by which theſe Waters may be carried off, but the ſame Drains which are 
to carry off the Sock and downfall Waters ; which laſt mentioned Waters, by 
reaſon of the diſtance of the Outfall, and little Deſcent all the way, can never 
go off the Lands till the Brook-waters are ſpent and gone by: For theſe Brook- 
waters do not run conſtantly, though they are, as aforeſaid, great when the 
do run; and in ſuch Seaſons as aboveſaid, do run long and almoſt perpetually 
in Winter time, ſothat the Sock and downfall Waters are {topped by theſe Brooks 
running high; therefore this Level muſt always be ſubje& to this, till ſuch time 
as Proviſion be made to carry theſe Brook-waters to their Outfalls, For this is a River and 
Rule in Dy aining never to be varied from, where it can be done: That is, to Im- _— - 1 
bank all Rivers or Brook-waters, to carry them to their Outfalls ſeparate from ed ſeparate. 
Sock or downfall Waters. And in order to purſue this way of Draining, I pro- 
poſe the Imbanking of Connington Brook from the Hard Lands, and to bring it 
up to the Gate, at the upper End of the 19 Foot Drain, which leads into the 
Adventurers Land, taken out of Holme Common, and ſo to carry it between 
Banks by Dyke and Hook-load, and there take in Sautry Brook at the lower 
End of Monk's Load, and ſo carry them together Imbanked through Upg-mere, 
and Brick-mere, and then by the Channel cf the old Nene ſtill by Banks, till 
they meet with Berry Brook-waters ; and then to carry them all three to- 
gether, by Imbanking the old Nene, and through Ramſey Merc on Glaſſmore Side þ;,,, Nene 
thereof, and ſo from thence to March; and at Delph Dike, and at Whittleſey andthe Brooks 
Dike End, muſt be ſet either drawn Sluices or Saſs-hends, to keep thoſe Waters 2% na 
from going backwards into Whittleſey Mere, and all the Dikes Ends to be made way” 5 
up into Banks; and from March this River of Nene to Well-Creck Saſs, is al- 
ready imbanked all the way on both Sides; and this Nene River from March up- 
wards, as far as till it meet with Berry Brook is very wide, I believe 100 Foot 
or better; and ſome Banks or high Ground on each Side of the River, in 
moſt part of this Reach (except through Ramſey Mere) which if but the Dikes 
were made up, would carry away the greateſt Part of theſe Brooks to March, 
and ſufſer little or no Waters to fall into the Meres, And moſt certainly if no 
more be done, this alone will prevent theſe Brooks from running conſtantly in- 
to theſe Meres as they now do, and ever have done ſince our Draining; and it is 
not doubted, but it may ſometimes be kept from running over theſe Banks even as 
they now are, the Dikes End being but ſtopped only; they, nor will, or can 
raiſe the 1cth Part of the Water in thoſe Meres, as comes into them by con- 
ſtant running into them as now they do, and have always done hither from the + 
lower End of Monks Lode, where Connington and Sautry Brook fall into Upg- 
mere; the River of Nene is to be followed to take the Advantage of ſuch Ban 
as it hath. | 
If Well-Creek runs but a little Rill of Water, and but 4 Foot deep, and at the 
ſame time eleven Foot deep in Water in the Saſs, with a fix Foot Water lying 
upon the Saſs Doors as that time, at Col. Underiod's Letter the 3d Day of 
May, Inſtant, reports, Then it is apparent that Well-Creek itſelf ought to be 


widened 
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widened and deepned as much as it can: And this is that which I propoſe for car- 


ry ing off theſe three Brook-waters.. : | HO Hs bY 
There are alſo two or three Brooks more, as Caldecot, Laney, and Faſſet, and 


they muſt fall ſtill into Vhittleſy Meer, as now they do, and I hope without any 
great Prejudice; when the other three, which are the great Brooks, are thus 
carricd off, as before ſet forth, Some Perſon may be inquiſitive what Operation 
this Imbanking theſe Brooks, and the old River of Nene, from Standground Saſs 
to Mell veel Safs will have, becauſe by the. AR of Parliament you are obliged to 
maintain the Navigation to be ſuch as it was in the 6th Tear of King Charles I. At 
that time and before, they could not navigate in the Nene in very dry Years, 
nor oftentimes when they were all drowned; for the Wind did force their Boats 
to either Side of ſuch little Banks or high Ground as the River Nene then had, 
and now bath; and when the Waters abated never fo little, their Boats could not 
get back into the Channel, till they were lifted back; ſo that it is apparent, their 
Navigation there was uncertain, and ever muſt be: And this was the Condition 
of the Navigation. before the Draining of Francis Earl of Bedford, 6 C. 1. 

It will be neceſſary to inform you, how this Navigation hath been ever ſince 
the Year 1649. which was the time that William Earl of Bedford began the 
Draining, and that hath been thus. From TWell-Creek Saſs to Witleſey Dikes 
End, hath been always the ſame way, and ever muſt be; only for ſome Years 
there was a Safs at Wells Town End, to help to carry Boats through the Towns 
of Mel and Upwell, but it hath been broken and diſuſed, and I think taken up 
theſe 140r 15 Years: and to keep the River to run through theſe two Towns, a 
Draw-Sluice muſt be always maintained, at the upper End of Popham's Fea , 
and from .]Vhzttleſey Dike End to Stangroumd Saſs, the Navigation hath moſtly 
gone by WWhirtleſey Dike to Bevils Lean, and from thence in Bevill's Leam thro? 
Whittl-ſey Mere, and ſo by old Nene to Stangrommd Saſs, which is a ſhorter Way 
than by the Channel of the old Nene to Stanground Sals ; and this Navigation 
hath continued ever ſince 1649, fometimes better, ſometimes worſe, according 
to the dryneſs or wetneſs of the Seaſon ; but the Navigation from Whittleſey 
Dikcs End to Ramſey, and from thence up to Stanground Sals, hath not been ſo 


frequently uſed, or ſcarcelv uſed at all, but in ſuch wet Seaſons as hath filled 
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theſe Meers ſo high, that the overflowing of theſe Meers have ſupphed Water 
for the old Nene to navigate in this Reach, either to Ramſey or elſewhere that 
way. Now eif the Waters of theſe Brooks be carried as before propoſed, then 
little or none of theſe Waters will be waſted in the Meers, but theſe Brook-wa- 
ters will ſupply the Navigation as they come, and ſuch as they are from Whirtle- 
ſey Dikes End to Ramſey, and fo far as Hook-load: But when theſe Waters are 
thus kept out of 1/hitrleſcy Meer, I judge that Faſſet, Taxley and Coldecot Brooks 
will not ſupply fo much Water as will carry the Navigation through 1Whirrleſey 
Meer, from IV hittleſey Dikes End, as it hath done of late Years to Stanground 
Saſs, Therefore I propoſe in lieu of this, that the Navigation from hittleſey 
Dikes End to Stanground be carried to Whittleſey Dike, up to WWhittleſey and by 
the Lode, on the South Side of WWhittleſey by the Lode that leads to Ravens 
Willow, and there to have a Dam made to force the River Nene to keep this 
Lode to WWhittleſey ; by which means the Water that is let in by Stangronnd 
Sals, will be kept from falling into IFhirtleſey Meer, and ſupply Water for this 
. which will greatly advantage the Town of Whizrleſey;, and I ſhall 
gladly pay my {hare of it, becauſe the 'Town of Whittleſey hath always been re- 
ſpective to the Corporation. And this is all I can propoſe as to the carrying off 
the Brook-waters; and as to the providing for the Navigation, as well as this 
Cale, with all the Circumſtances and Situation of the Place will bear. 

Now followeth that I propoſe, how the Sock and downfall Waters ſhould be 
carried away, from all the Lands lying on the North Side of the River Nene, 
from Biſhop's Dike up to the hard Lands of Huntington: And the main Drain 
propoſe, for that is Hevill's Leam, and if the Navigation be carried by V hir- 
% Dike as before propoſed, then a Tunnel muſt be laid under Hhittleſey 
Dike at Angle Bridge, to deliver the Water in the upper Part of Bevill's Leam, 
into the lower Part of Hevill's Leam, and fo by Mores Drain, till it comes to 
the North outring of the 200 Foot belonging to the firſt Lot taken out of | 
Fen, and by that Outring Dike till 1t-comes to the Diviſion Dike, between 
the firſt and ſecond Lot in Ladus Fen, and by the Dike to the River of Nene, 
PRES | Or 
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or by Moors Drain, and there to place a Tunnel under the River Ne; and from! 
thence through Reeds Fen, to the Diviſion Dike, between the 6th and 4th Lots 
of Adventure Land in Eaſimer, there to the 16 Foot Drain; and then a Tunnel 
under the 16 Foot Drain and High-way into the Dike of the South Side of that 
High-way, till it comes to Maggs Lake, and from thence to London-lode, and 
ſo to IWell-Creek at Nordale, and there to have a "Funnel to carry it under 7 
Creek, into Marſhland Cut. And fo theſe Sock and downfall Waters are carried 
to the beſt Outfall they can ever have, without ever intermixing with Brook or 
River Waters: what this way will coſt I cannot tell; bur | believe not much 
more than the other ways that I have here ſpoken of, and which ways mult be 
more uncertain than this; and in ſuch wet Scaſons as this, the greateſt Part of 
it muſt be drowned, beſtow what charge you will, if the Downfall and River 
Waters be not kept ſeparate : This is all that I can fay to the Draining of that 
part of the Middle Level, lying North of old Nene River, 

For that part of the Middle Level lying South of the River News, though 
there are Upland Waters, as Fenton-lode, and the Upland Waters of Charteris, 
Doddington and March, yet I ſhall propole no new Works for that part of the 
Level, but the Maintenance of thoſe in being; which is, the Imbanking Cranc- 
brook Waters on both Sides if occaſion ſhould require, from Somerſham's Town 
end, to force theſe Waters into the Cornter-waſh to the North Bank of Bedford 
River, and to maintain the 20 Foot Bank and Drain, from where Cranebrook 
Water is forced into the Counter-waſb, to the new Sluice directed to be ſet in the 
20 Foot Bank within two Miles of Well-Creek ;, and a clear Paſſage to be made in 
the Counterwaſh, for carrying Cranebrook Waters into old Bedford River at 
IVelſbes Dam; and old Bedford River with the Sluices at the lower End of it to 
be continued, and 20 Foot of the 40 Foot from the % Side of the Adven- 
ture Land in Warbois Fen to be continued: And Slade-lode from Chatteris Ferry 
to the 40 Foot to be continued; and the 16 Foot, from the 30 Foot to Popham's 
Eea;, and the Croſs-drain, from Neatmopr to the 20 Foot; and this 1s all I can 
propoſe for the Draining of the Middle Level. 

But all theſe Drains ſignify nothing, if the North Bank of Bedford River, and 
the South Bank of Morton's Leam, be not made fo ſtrong and high, as to reſiſt 
a 7 Foot Water. 

As to the Draining of the South Level, which is more difficult than any of To ai the 
the reſt, by reaſon it is naturally divided into ſo many little ſeveral Levels, h Lese 
by ſo many ſmall Rivers, and all running croſs to the Outfal at Denver Dam, 
from Botteſbam, Swaffham and Burwell Levels; there is all done that can be 
done, and the Banks that are there muſt be maintained flrong enough, and bigh 
enough to defend them againſt the River of Grant; and the Saſs-heads of Bort- 
ſham and Swaffham, and the Saſs at Reach, muſt be maintained as they now are, 
and as any of thoſe Saſs-heads, or Saſs-doors come to decay, to make their 
Peers of Brick, for the Wooden ones are too often to mend; and that is all can 
be done to theſe three Levels, | 

The Banks of Stretham and Waterbeach Level, muſt alſo be maintained near Strethan l.. 
four Feet high, with ſuch Tunnels and Sluices as are now in them, to take off © 
the Sock and Downfall; and this is all I can think can be done for this Level : 
For all theſe laſt mentioned Levels mult depend upon the Waters of Grant R. 
ver giving way to them to drain, 

For Soam Level, the Eaſt Bank of Grant from Wicken Hardlands to Harri- Soar G 
mere, muſt be maintained four Feet high, and 30 or 40 Foot in the Seat; and 
from thence the Eaſt Bank of the River of Ouſe ſhould be five Feet hieb, and 4c 
or 50 Foot in the Seat to Soam new River; and the Banks of Syam Meer River 
ought to be of the ſame Dimenſions, becauſe Grant ſwells up that way; and 
from thence the Eaſt Bank of Ouſe ſhould be five Foot high, and 40 or 55 Foot in 
the Seat, From Soam River to Prick-willow Bridge this Bank ought to be of the 
ſame height; as alſo the South Bank of Mildenhall River, from Prick-willow 
Bridge to Iſſeham Hardlands ; the Banks of the River through Soam Meer ouoht 
to be maintained. 

The Tunnels under Sam River to be maintained; and the new Drain from that 
Tunnel, to the Tunnel under Mildenhall River, ncar the 20 Foot Drain, ouzht 
to be maintained; and the Tunnel in the Eaſt Bank of Ouſe at Knenleſ, and 
the Brick Tunnel in the ſame Bank near Prick-willow ; and the 16 Fout Drain. 
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through Metham Fens : And this I conceive is all that can be done for Soar 
Level. 

Mildenhall For Mildenhall Level: The North Bank of Mildenhall River, from Milden- 

n hall hard Lands to Dead Miles end, below Prick-willow Bridge, ought to be kept 
equal to the South Bank of the ſame River; and from Dead Miles end, the 
Eaſt Bank of Ouſe in Burnt Fen, through Burnt Fen to Littleport-chair, ought to 
be at the leaſl five Foot high, and 50 Foot in the Seat; and of the ſame Dimenſi- 
ons from thence to Brandon River, and the South Bank of Brandon River from 
Ouſe up to Lakenheath Lode, of the fame Dimenſions with the North and Soutb 
Bank of Mildenhall River; and from Lakenheath Lode the fanie Bank unto 
the hard Lands of Brandon, to be of the lame Dimenſions ; the Banks of Laken- 
heath Lode to be kept equal with this Bank, but the Banks of Lakenheath Lode, 
and this of Brandon, and thoſe of Mildenball, muſt be made of good Earth 
brought in Lighters; where good Earth cannot be brought out of the Waſhes of 
Mildenhall and Brandon Rivers, for the Earth of the Land Sides of theſe Rivers 
will never make good Banks. 

The Banks to Earſwell Brooks, and the Waters of Blackwell and Crofſwell, muſt 
be Imbanked as they now are, and care muſt be taken that no Dikes Ends at 
any time, though in Summer time, be cut through theſe, or any other Banks 
upon any pretence whatever, but to be preſently made up again. If the Tunnel 
be made to run under Mildenhall River, which hath been damm'd up for ſeveral 
Years, then the new Drain from this to the Tunnel under Brandon River, the 
new Drain ought to be new done, and made 22 Foot wide, and five Foot deep; 
and the Tunnel under Lakenbeath Lode muſt be continued, and the Drain or 
12 Foot Dike that leads from this Tunnel, to the Tunnel under Brandon River, 
muſt be ſcoured and kept clean: Mildenhail Drain muſt be maintain'd, and the 
Saſs-head at the End thereof next Ouſe muſt be maintained, and the Tunnel in 
the Faſt Bank of Ouſe, at the End of Outring Dike, of the Adventure Land in 
WWhelpmoor, muſt alſo be maintained; and this is all for Mildenball Level. Tho' 
probably if it were well and judiciouſſy viewed, there would be reaſon to de- 
fend this Level from ſome Springs and Rilis, about Audley , and the Bor- 
ders of the other Uplands, which may be forced by Banks into Lakinhearh- 
lode, or Mildenball; for all ſuch Springs as are found thereabouts run alike both 
Winter and Summer; and Blackwell and Croſſwell muſt be Imbanked and 

forced into Lakinhbeath-lode : And theſe are all can be done for this Level called 


Mildenball Level. 
Feltwell Le. For the Level called Felttwell Level, the North Bank of Brandon River from 
vel. the bard Lands of Hockwold and Wilton ought to be imbanked to the River of 
Ouſe,as the South Bank thereof is directed; and * thence the Eaſt Bank of Oule 


to Stoke or Helgay River muſt be made 6 Foot high at leaſt, and 50 Foot in the Seat; 
and the Saſs-head at Feltwell Drains End, in the fame Bank, and the Saſs-head at 
the lower End of Samm's Cut in the ſame Bank, to be continued; and the South 
Bank of Helgay and Stoke River muſt be of the fame Dimenſion from Ouſe to 
Helgay Bridge; and from thence the South Bank of Stoke River ought to be five 
Foot high and 40 Foot in the Seat to the Uplands of Metbꝛeold; and the Banks of 
Methwold Brook, both of Methwold and Northwold Side ought to be maintained; 
as alſo the South Bank of Stoke River, from Merthwwold Lode to Stoke Bridge 
of the ſame Dimenſions ; and theſe are all the Bounds that are to preſerve Felt- 
well Level. Feltwwell Drain and Samm's Cut, and the Saſs-head at the lower 
End of them in Ouſe Bank muſt be maintained; and if the Tunnel be made to 
run under Brandon River, which hath been damm'd for ſeveral Years, then the 
new Drain that leads from it to the Tunnel under Helgay or Stoke River, muſt 
be ſcoured and made 25 Foot wide, and tive Foot deep : This 1s all that can be 
done for Feltwell Level. 

Deerhamor For Deerham or Stoke Level, the North Bank of Stoke River from Helgay 

Stoke Level: Bridge to Stoke Bridge, muſt be of the ſame Dimenſion as the South Bank there- 
of 1s; and Roxham Drain muſt be ſcoured from the Tunnel under Helgay or 
Stoke River, up to the Adventure Lands of that Level: And this 1s all I think 
can be done for Stoke Level. 

The Drain for the Tunnel under Helgey River muft be made at leaſt 30 or 
35 Foot wide to Downbam Fea , and Downham Eea ought to be deepned 
from End to End; and two Sluices of 10 Foot Water way a-piece, r be 

I place 
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placed at the lower End of that Drain, if ſuch Sluices be not there already and 
this is all that can be done for the EA part of the South Level, And for the 172 
Part of the South Level, Grimty Fen Drain Banks muſt be nnintained of the S 
Level, againſt Downham high Lands, to force the Water thereof into the River of 
Ouſe at Littleport-chair ;, and the Safſs-head at old Nele River in this Bank, ough! 
to be maintained and carefully kept to open and ſhut as occaſion requires; and from 
thence the Welt Bank of the River of Oule, to Sir George Viner's Lands, mui 
be maintained of the Height and Strength of the Eaſt Bank of Onſe over ap inſt 
it And from the North Side of Sir George Viner's Lands, of the ſume Dimen: 
ſons to Denver Dam; and the Sals-head of Money Drains and Mai! Lode muſt 
be maintained. And aid Lode and Modney Drain, and old IND River nnilt 
be kept well ſcoured: and this is all I can think of for the He Part of the So. 
Level. But all theſe Banks and other Works will do nothing, except the Sorirhb 
Bank of Bedford River be kept ſo high and ſo ſtrong, as to reſiſt a 7 or 8 Foot 
Water, from Swacey hard Lands to Denver Dam, where the new Saſs and old 
Saſs now is. And oy the new Sluice of Eighteen Foot Water-way, and 
the two Sluices of Twelve Foot a-piece Water-way of either Side, will ſerve, 
if not, more Sluices may be added; and this is all I think can be done 
for the South Level, in the way of draining by Sluices at Denver Dam : 
And therefore I muſt add this, That the better way of Draining this South T.e- 
vel, is by Banks without any Sluices at all at Denver Dam: And this was ever 
my Opinion, according to the certain Rule of Draining, which is, To imbank all 
Rivers and Brook-waters, and never to put Sluices upon ſuch Waters, who bave a 
continual Body to preſerve their Chanel or Or:tfall from the ſilting up by Tides, 
For the Draining the North Level, the Drain on the Sourh Side of the Dukes 
Lands in Peterborough great Fen, and fo againſt the Ea/? Side of the ſaid Lands 
to Pepper Lake, and fo to Man's Honſe, and then by the new South Eva, to 
Clows-Croſs, and fo by Shire Drain to the Sea ; Thorney Dike from Catt- water by 
IWillow-hill, to as far as the Saſs in the North Bank of Morton's Leam, and from 
thence by the Wides Stream through Marrow Common to Claws-Croſs, and fo 
into the Shire Drain, the Bank and Drain to the Counter-waſh of the North 
Bank of Morton's Leam to be continued; and the Sluices in the famc Pak, jul 
at Guybirn Corner, to be continued as now they are; and Poſt Land Water au 
be taken in by the ſtrait Cut into the River St Fea, If the Banks of Poſt. 
land againſt Welland be maintain'd ſufficiently all round againſt the Waters of 
Welland, the Work propoſed of making a Bank from the I End of C 
to Dowſdale Houſe, is a Work of abſolute neceſſity; except you will take upon 
the Corporation the Imbanking againſt the Waters of TVelland; from Crow- 
land to White-bouſe. and Brother-houſe, and all againſt Hell's Moor to Dowſ- 
dale, I propoſe to be ſet on Thorney Side of the old South Fea. But all this will 


not preſerve the North Level, except the North Bank of Morton's Leam, Peakirk 
Bank, from Peakirk Town to Crowland 'Town, and the Banks of Weerington Wa— 


ters be ſubſtantially maintained, to reſiſt a Seven Foot Water: And this is all! 
can think of for the North Level. 


Having according to your Commands repreſented unto you ſuch Ways and 
Means as ſhall come within my Underſtanding to propoſe to you, for the per- 
fe& Draining of the whole Level, and every part thereof, according as you may 
by the Act of Parliament, and as the Nature and Situation of the ſeveral Places 
thereof will permit; I leave it to your better Judgments to purſue them, or not, as 


you ſhall judge beſt. 
Given under my Hand this 18th of May, 1682. 


RICHARD CGOF.GES 


Ops ER. 
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ORSERVATIONS made upon the Marſhes below the Four Cambridge- 
ſhire Gotes, of the Outfall of Wisbich River, and certain Creeks 
there, &c. By Richard Atkins, June 1605. 


( Confirms the Method propos'd to drain the North Level, p. 21, 22.) 


Isbech Channel falleth from the four Gotes Eaſtward, down by IValpole 
Marſhes on the Eaſt and South, to Croſs-keys Corner, alias Gates-end 
Corner; and from thence paſſeth towards Terington Bank, leaving to the South- 
ASkore of ward an high Skore of Clay, (the only Preſcrvation of the Town) &c. This 
pe Bo 125 Skore of Clay is about a Furlong broad, but by the fretting of the Sea daily 
Marſ»laud. waſteth; and the People of the Place not underſtanding what a Defence it is to 
their Country, continually bear away the ſame to the Repair of their Banks, never 
foreſeeing their preſent Deſtruction, if that Skore of Clay were once gone, 
and the Sca at the ordinary Depth of his Channel, ſuffered to come to the Foot 
of the Bank. | 
Lut. Lean. Lutton Leam taketh its beginning at the four Lincolnſhire Gotes, viz. Sutton 
Gote, Lutton Gote, Gedney Gote, and Fleet Gote; and all theſe in one Channel 
run through St 'n Marſh, Eaſtward, into the Maid'"s-Eye, a Channel about 4 of 
a Mile below Terington Bank, and ſo into Blowdeep ; the upper Head next the 
Bank is called Litton Leam; the Part below, the People of Sutton, and the 
Fiſhermen call it Toms-mere, and the Guides over the Waſhes call it the four 
Mile Creek. | | 
A Creek fat A little from the Gote Eaſtward, on the South Side of Lutton Leam, about 
os _ te +5 of a Mile below, falleth in a Creek called the old Fleet ; and about half a Mile 
tie Suing below, on the ſame Side, falleth in another Creek, called Fudgers-Creek ;, and 
about a Mile and half below that, on the ſame Side, falleth in another Creek, 
call'd Wolmers-Creek ;, and about half a Mile and a Quarter, below them all, 
and the Jaſt that falleth in from the South, is Kings-Creek. 
The old Fleet ſerved anciently to bring the Water from Sutton Fields, by a 
Gote of old, laid under the Sea-dike, almoſt againſt the Church, before the 
other Gote was laid. | 
Judger's Creek and TWWolmers Creek, preſerved only to ſcour the Marſh. 
Kings Creek. ings Creek is ſaid to be the ancient Outfall of Wisbech River: This Creek at 
CS the falling into Tom's Mere, is about 10 or 12 Foot deep at the leaſt; Tom's 
Mere is 14 or 15 Foot deep, and 50 or 60 Poles wide. 1 
8 The Head of the four Lincoln-ſhire Gotes are preſerved, eſpecially in Summer, 
how preſerved by two great Fens brought off the Marſhes, juſt to the Mouth of them, which 
from Hills. in every Spring-Tide afford ſlore of Water to grind down the Channel, where- 
of that on the North Side is the moſt Principal: For the Conduction whereof, to 
the place of beſt Advantage the Leam is imbanked on that Side by ſome cer- 
tain Space, that the Tide on the Marſh cannot fall into it, but by that Fin at the 
very Head, and there by its plentiful Deſcent, ſcourcth to good Purpoſe, that 
which otherwiſe in Summer would be ſilted up. Such Penury there is of freſh 
Waters in the Country at that time. | 


— * MM ll 


—_ 
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A View of the River of Wisbech, from Guyhirn to the four Gotes of 
King's-Creck, Cc. by the Commiſſoners of Sewers, Auguſt 17. 1618. 


King: Creek, Lſo we find that King's Creek would be the beſt and ſafeſt Outfall for con- 


veyance of the freſh Waters to the Seca, if a new Channel were cut Line 
6 ag? Sas thence to the Shire Gote, whereby the Fen Countries might be drain- 
ed, Oc. 

Sure Drair Alſo we find the Shire Drain which hath not run for a Year and more, to be a 
very fair Sewer: And that it will be made with the ſmalleſt Charge the beſt 


and certaineſt way to regain the ſurrounded Grounds about the Bank of Seach 
ea; 


1375 


Fee; and to preſerve the North Side of Wisbech: which Drain needeth only 
railing and ſtrengthning of the Banks, and bottonung in ſome Places. 


S. Fane, Miles Sandys, O. Cromwell, Robert Bevill, John Cutts, S. Steward, 
Hen. Karvill, Hen. Cromwell, Fobn Finchman, Rob. Butler, Euſeby Catesby. 


—_—____— 


Certain Obſervations made by G - - B- touching the State of the 
Fens, 1606. &c. 


1. Y the Decay of Drains above 500,000 Acres of very fruitful Grounds Th D 
are made unprofitable; and thereby 40,000 People greatly impoveriſhed. rer Le 

2. Navigation is decayed, moſt of the Drains being not paſt a Foot and a c oY, 
Half deep; whereby no Paſſage is by Water in Summer from Place to Place, 
with Carriages and Merchandize, as heretofore. 

3. The Breed of Fiſh is utterly deſtroy'd; for by reaſon of ſhallow Water; 
in Summer the Heat, and in Winter the Froſt and Cold, deſtroyeth all. 

4. Hereby alſo the Outfalls to the Sea (all except Lyn, which is maintain'd by 7 ; can 
Rivers not made, but naturally grown ) are utterly Sed, and without hope et Lyn. 
to be recovered, but only by the cleanſing of ſuch Drains as have taken Waters 
from the high Countries; by which Waters the Silt from the Sea, which an- 
noyeth the Outfalls, have been avoided and kept back. 

So that although the making Banks hath hurt theſe Fen Countries, as cannot be 
denied, being called in their Records Purpreſtures; yet by good Helps, and careful 
Means, the Countries were and may be preſerved; and that not by any means, 
but by the Maintenance of Drains and Sewers, by want whereof the great De- 

Cay is grown. 
Therefore the King's Pleaſure is, that the Grounds ſurrounded ſhall be drained: , 


And common good RE it: The People and Inhabitants being by ſurround- — Hs 


ing much afflicted, do heartily crave it. 

Now it reſteth how theſe Sewers are to be made? And it is certainly known, 
that in all Times paſt, there have been made and maintain'd by the Law of Sew- 
ers, and yet might, if they might be executed. Gladly therefore would the In- 
habitants of thoſe Parts have the ſaid Laws executed, or have ſome Reaſons why 
it may not now be done by the ſaid Laws, as well as heretofore ; or if they be 
not ſufficient that they may be amended, 


The Grounds ſurrounded may be drained, and that by Drains; or by Drain- How they may 
ings of Three Sorts. | be drained. 

1. On the Face of the Soil, as the higher Part to the lower Part; which can- 
not be here, by reaſon of Banks between the Fens and the Grounds Imbanked. 


2. By Trenches and Drains from an higher to a lower Ground, which hath 
been, and we think 1s the only way. 


3. By forcing Water from an higher Ground to a lower, through a level 
Ground, by placing of Banks wherein to put the Water to increaſe his Fall. 

To drain them, .hath been, and will be, and may be done; and it is exceeding 
profitable, and it is pity but it ſhould be furthered: And to further this is an 
honourable Work, and full of Goodneſs. 

Now it reſteth to be conſidered, whether the raiſing of Banks to ſuch height 
as to hold in the Waters from overflowing, be a Thing aimed at or no. N 

To keep it dry Winter and Summer, and to keep it from overflowing at all, is 27 mate i, 


not poſſible. „ ene im- 
To keep it from being overflown at all hindereth half the Profit. poſſible. 


It 1s proved by the Upland Meadows, and much more by the Fens, the Soil 
whereof is Moor, and utterly unfruitful, without much moiſture; this is to loſe 
certain Things ſor Uncertainties; and leave known ways to wander after No- 
velties, and do no good. | 

God knoweth what harm, beſides the general Offence to all the Fen Inhabi- 
tants. And in this Courſe none have overgained, except ſuch as have kept oft 
the freſh Waters by Banks, and have had the Sea preſent for their Ovrfalls; and 


yet all theſe have drowned more than they have ſaved, and made their Gain by 
others Loſſes, &. 


Nn Obſer- 


| 
| 
: 
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Obſervations of the Flux and Reflux of the Tides at Lyn, c. 


Lyn, Avgnſt the 8th, 1723. | 
H. M. | . :- 
8 22 High Water Tide flow'din height-16 ©2 
co 22 Tide Ebb'd back andſunk ——— 3 11 


T0. 45 8 — 


4 — — 2 38 
1 — E 
2 22 — — —_ o O77 
33 — - 3 1 


— 
— — 


Kniehts-Gool, ditto. 


06 59 Flood or Low- water. 
8 58 High-water, Tide flow 'd in height 9g 08 
Kept fl owing, but ſhrunk mY. 28 


9. N that time — 

o 58 Tide Ebb'd back and ſunk—— 1 c8 
10 8 - — - 2 0 
11 58 - — —— 0 
12 58 - — — 03 

3 K — — o o 

3 O0 — — o Od 
4 Oo - - © 03 


— 
* et; 8 


Magdalen Bridge, ditto. 


7 32 Flood or Low. water. 
9 15 High-water, Tide flow in height 7 03 
Kept flowing, but ſhrunk f in 

IG C5 
that time m—_ 


11 ©5 Tide Ebb'd back and ſunk — — 2 O02 


12 06 — — 2 
x mY — 11 
2 66 - _ — O06 
3 05 — — — 0% 
4 05 — —2—ßsʒ — — 0 o2 
3 2 — — O 017 


Salters-lode, ditto. 


8 20 Flood or Low- water. 
9 55 High-water, Tide flow'd in height 3 o1 


11 50 — — — — —1 O4 
1 — — — O O95 
2 30 — — — © O55 
4 00 — inn — O 02 
5 30 ͤf—— —— — 0 Ot; 


Mepall Bridge, ditto, 


* 90 Water ſwell'd 


No Tide reach ſo far but the "3 o 032 


N. B. This Tide ran through Bridge, about 
three Miles up the River Ouſe, but di not near 


reach Mepall, up the 100 Foot, or new Bedford 
River. ; 


Lyn, Auguſt the 22d, 1723. 


H. M. F. I. 
5 29 Flood or Low- water. 
7 56 High-water, Tide flow'd in height 14 c4 
8 24 J Kept flowing, but ſhrunk in 2% (8 
that time C—.. 
8 56 Tide Ebbd back and funk=——— 1 cy 
8 nnn 
TO 56— — — ———  V% 
11 $6 - — — — 2 co 
12 56 — —— 1 08 
1 5 e e 
2 $56 - — — o o 
Knights-Gool, ditto, 
6 45 Flood or Low-water. 
8 10 po, troy Tide flow = height 7 11 
Kept flowing, but rank i in 
8 30 1 > A —— * 06 
9 05 The Tide Ebb'd back and ſunk— 1 11 
10 O4 4 K —ͤů — 3 00 
1 20 - 1 09 
12 19 — — — o og: 
1 18 — — —ꝛʃ—q[(— oe 
2 30—ü — — — 0 04 
| Magdalen Bridge, ditto. 
7 35 Flood or Low-water. 
9 10 High-water, Tide flow'd in height 5 o 
Salters-lode, ditto. 
8 22 Flood or Low-water. 
9 56 High-water, Tide flow d in height 2 00 
$ he Tide ebb'd back, and the "—_ 
3 Watcr was fallen —_— 
Denver Sluices, ditto, 
8 23 Flood or Low-water. 


9 57 High-water, Tide flow'd in height 1 10 
N. B. The Tide flowd through the Remains of 


Denver Sluices toward ue one Hour after it 


had done flowing in H 


ford River. 


red Foot or new Bed- 


N. B. There were ſeveral other Obſervations made, 
but we did not think it abſolutely neceſſary to 
Print them; theſe being ſufficient to ſhew the 
Deſcent of the River fiom Salters-lode to Lyn ; 


and to prove, that the Obſtacle to Draining is 
above St. Germans. 
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Hence it appears that the Tide of Flood runs through Lyn- baven ordinarily 
3 Hours, 4 Minutes. : cs Progr H 

The common Spring-Tides rife in height in that time 14 Feet, four Inches: a5 
was obferv'd Auguſt 22. And it wasoblery'd at the fame time, that in 4 Hours 
22 Minutes after the Tide firſt began to ebb back. again to Sea, the Water was 
ſunk 12 Foot 6 Inches. 

Therefore about 4 Hours returns the Water back again to Sea. | 

It was Slake-Tideat Lyn at 8 Hours, 24 Minutes; at Salters-lode at 10 Hours 
22 . -qn00R Therefore the Tide 1s about 2 Hours flowing from Lyn to Sal- 
ters-loae. ; 

At 10 Hours, 22 Minutes, the Tide was ebb'd back to Sea, and ſunk at Lyn 
7 Foot 3 Inches, therefore by that time the Tide had done flowing at Salters- 
lade, it had ebb'd to Seaward at Lyn, and ſunk 7 Foot 3 Inches. 

The Tide that is 2 Hours flowing to Salters-lode, is 2 Hours + ebbing back; 
therefore by that time the ſaid Waters fall back to Lyn, it is 12 Hours 27 Vi- 
nutes; at that time the Tide 1s ſunk at Lyn 12 Foot 1 Inch. The Height of 
the Slake Tide is but 13 Foot 6 Inches. Therefore here is in Lyn-baven but one 
Foot five Inches Water, higher than Low-water Mark, and conſequently 1s 
ſunk into the Compaſs of the Channel, before the Waters that had put up to 
Salters-lode get back to Lyn in their ebb to Seaward. It is not Low-water at 
Lyn, till after 6 Hours (or a Clock) at the time of this Obſervation, There- 
fore here are 5 Hours good for the Waters that were put up from Sea, beyond 
Selters-lode, to retreat back again, and the freſh Waters with them. 


This is prov'd by Obſervation, e. g. 
The Waters were all ebb'd back again from e . by four a-Clock, the 
22d of Auguſt, 
It requires about two Hours for them to get to Lyn. 
It is not Flood at Lyn till after ſix a-Clock. | 
Therefore all the Water that had put up from Sea, has time to get back be- 
fore another Tide puts up. 


And theſe Waters running out to Sea in the Compaſs of the Channel, ſcour 
out the Silt and Sand, and is the Means of keeping the Channel to Seaward open. 

A Tide that flows in height 14 Foot 4 Inches at Lyn, flows 7 Foot 11 Inches 
at Knights Gool, which is about ſix Miles up the River from Lyn; and the River 
between Lyn and Knights-Gool is in ſome places near a Mile wide. This Water 
does not begin to ebb back, till the Tide below Lyn is moſtly retreated to Sea; 
therefore this Water is a great Scourer and Preſervation of the Channel to Sea- 
ward, | | | 

Above Kuight's-Gool. the River is not above 120 Foot wide. | 

At Mardi this Tide riſes in height 5 Foot 7 Inches : Thefe Waters in thetr 


Reflux have ſoine Action and Powet to grind out the Silt and Sand, below Mag- 
Aalen to Seaward. But as the River at Denver is fo choaked, that it could receive 


but one Foot, this ſmall Quantity is of no uſe toward ſcouring out the Sand; 
hence the River upward grows worle and worſe. And now the Bottom of the 
River is higher than the Soil of the Fens, and conſequently the Fens are perpe— 
tually drowned. | e „FC ͤ ͤù EL Wn 

The Adventurers ſay, That the width between Germans and Lyn, is the 
Cauſe of the River and Haven growing up, and. the Deſtruction of their Drain- 
ing. But that cannot be: For Low-water Mark at XKnights-Gool is 5 Foot, 11 
Inches lower than Low-water Mark at Salters-lode: Low-water Mark at Salters- 
tode is two Foot higher than the Soil of the Fens; Low-water Mark at Knights- 
Gool, is 3. 11 Inches lower than the Soil of the Fens. Therefore not the wide 
River from Knight's -Gool downward, hinders draining of the Fens, but the nar- 
row River from Knights-Gool upwards. Therefore the Fens can never be drain- 
ed till the River upwards be deepned. And as the River was choaked up while 
Denver Sluices were ſtanding, as well as it is now, fince they ate fall'n; it is de- 
monſtrable, there is no way to deepen the River, but by giving the Waters their 
old Courſe, as propoſed in S24, 8 DEE 1 


N. B. Before Denver Sluices were built, Low-water Mark in the River Orſe at 
Saltera- lode, was 10 Foot under the Surface of the Fens, (now two Foot hore 
the 


——— ů — = <—_— > — — 
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the Surface ) therefore this Tide, Auguf the 22d, which now riſes but two 
Foot, did then riſe 14 F oot, and fill all the Rivers above Salters-lode ;, all which 

Water returning to Sea in the Compaſs of the Channel, did grind out the Sand 
and Sil, and wear the Channel wider and deeper, till thoſe Sluices were built. 
And the River and Channel being ſo deep, the Land- floods had room to get to 
Sea in tolerable time, and did with their force wear the River and Channel 
wider and deeper every Winter, to the Improvement of Navigation and Drain- 
ing. Therefore when the Land-floods have their ancient Courſe given them, 
they will in Conjunction with the Tides, grind out the Sand the River is 
choaked with; and after that, continue to wear it wider and deeper, as here- 
tofore, to the future Improvement of Navigation and Draining. 


Y ; 


— „ — 4 
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An ABSTRACT of ſuch Statutes as have been made for avoiding all 
Annoyances and Obſtructions in navigable Rivers, 


Agna Charta, Cap. 23. provides, That all Weres from thenceforth ſhall be 
| utterly put down through all England, but only by the Sea Coaſts, 


25 Ed. 3. Cap. 4. ſets forth, That whereas the common Paſſages of Boats and 

Ships in the great Rivers of England be oftentimes annoyed by Inhanſing Gores, 

Weres, Stakes, &c. in great damage of the People: It is eſtabliſhed, the ſame 

ſhall be cut and utterly pulled down, without being renewed. And that Writs 
be ſent to the Sheriffs to do Execution. 


45 Ed. 3. Cap. 2. Reciting the Statute laſt mentioned; and that Ships and Boats 
were diſturbed, that they could not paſs as they were wont. And at the grievous 
Complaint of the Commons by their Petition, that the ſame Statute was not 
executed nor kept, It 1s eſtabliſhed, that the fame Statute ſhall be kept. Join- 
ing thereto—— That if any ſuch Annoyance be done, it ſhall be pulled down, 
c. And he that ſhall repair the ſame, incur One Hundred Marks Penalty. 


21 Rich. 2. Cap. 19. The ſame Statutes laſt above-mentioned, are recited, and 
again confirmed. 


1 Hen, 4. Cap. 12. The ſame Statutes are again recited and confirmed in all 
Points. Joining thereto, That Commiſſioners ſhall be made to ſubſtitute Perſons 
to ſurvey and keep the great Rivers, and correct and pull down, and amend the 
Defaults, and to hear and determine, and make Decrees touching the ſame. 


4 Hen. 4. Cap. 11. Reciting the ſaid Miſchiefs whereby the common Paſſage of 
Ships and Boats is diſturbed : It is enacted, That the former Statutes be holden 
and kept and put in due Execution. Joining to the ſame, That the Commiſſio- 
ners ſhall enquire thereof, and puniſh Offenders by Fines, at their Diſcretions, 


12 Edio. 4. Cap. 7. ſets forth, That the former Statutes were made for the 
great Wealth of the Land, in avoiding the Streightneſs of all Rivers, ſo that 
Ships and Boats might have in them their large and free Paſſage. That ſuch © 
Annoyances in Rivers are contrary to Magna Charta ( upen which the great 
Sentence and Apoſtolick Curſe was pronounced againſt the Breakers of the ſame. 

And reciting the whole Tenors of all the {aid former Statutes. And that 
contrary to theſe Statutes in diſturbance of the Paſſage of Ships, Barges, Boats, 
and other Veſſels, divers Locks, Weres, Stakes, Floodgates and Diſturbances 
were daily 1nlarged, to the great Damage of the King and his People. It is 
ordained, That all the faid former Statutes ſhall be duly obſerved and kept, 
joining thereto other great Penalties to the King and Informer. 


23 Hen. 8. Cap. 5. Repeating the Damages and Loſſes by Gates, Floodgates, 
Locks, and other Impediments and Annoyances on Rivers, Streams, and Floods 
whereby the Paſſage of Ships and Boats be letted and interrupted. Directs the 
Form of the general Commiſſion of Sewers, whereby the — have 
2 ower 
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Power to cauſe ſuch Annoyances and Impediments to be corrected, put down, ot 
reformed according to the afore-mentioned Statutes. And to proſtrate and over- 
throw the ſame, with large Powers to make Laws and Ordinances, and compel 


Obedience thereunto : Reviving and contirming all the ſaid former Statutes in 
all Points, 


3 Ed:v. 6. Cap. 8. The laſt mentioned and former Statutes, confirmed and 
made perpetual. 


43 Flis. Cap. 11. An Act paſſed for Draining great part of this Level, wherein 
Proviſion was made that it ſhould not extend to the Draining any Lands, 
whereby, or by Means whereof, any of the Havens or Ports of this Realm, may 


in any ſort, be annoyed, impared or hindered, nor any Grounds in ſix Miles 
of Lyn. 


Statutes made for the removing ObſlruTions in particular navigable Rivers, for pre- 
ſerving Navigation in thoſe Rivers. 


13 Hen. 7. Cap. 5. That every Man may pull down Weers in Southampton 
ivers. 


18 Hen. 8. Cap. 13. The ſame made perpetual. 


19 Hen. 7. Cap. 18. For preſerving the Paſſage of Boats and Veſſels in the 
River Severn, | 


7 Hen. 8. — 


For preſerving Canterbury Rivers. 


23 Hen. 8. Cap. 8. For the Preſcrvation of the Havens in the Weſt Part of 
England. 


$a Cap. 10. For better Paſſage on the River Severn. 


— Cap. 18. For removing Obſtrugions on the River Ouſe, and Hum 
ber in Yorkſhire. 


— 


27 Hen. 8. Cap. 23. For preſerving Havens in Devon and Cornwall. 


Beſides many other Statutes for Rivers, Havens and Ports. 
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Alphabetical IN DEX 


Of the moſt Material THIN GS. 


A. 


| CT of Parliament for draining the great Level of the Fens, which paſſed 
1649. | Page 44, 115. 
Abſtract of Statutes made for avoidance of all Obſlruftions in navigable 
Streams, P. 140 

AQ for neg the Draining of the great Level of the Fens which paſſed, 15 
AT. 2. p. 59, 116. 
Adventurers. The Quantity of Land they bad allotted them for 9 the 
Fens, the ſame as demanded by Ayloff and Thomas, p. 79. Their Pow- 

er to extend their Works without the Level, the Cauſe of Prejudice to 
Navigation and Draining, p. 89. Their Petition againſt the Lyn Bill in 
Parliament, Anno 1696. p. 66,-——Their Proofs at the Bar of the Houſe 

of Commons, p. 69. —— Their Anſwer to the Lyn Letter, Anno 1721. 

p. 91. —— Their Salaries, p. 94. —— Works they are to maintain in 

the Feng, p. 95, 96. —— Their Account of the now drowned State of 

the Feng, p. 100. Their Scheme to drain the Fens lately offered, 

p. 107. Land they had for draining the Level, divided into Lots, Low rated 

to the Draining Taxes, p. 121. fo 130. Their late Meetings with Lyn, 
toward amending Navigation and Draining, p. 106. 
Armſtrong , Cylonel, Chief Fngineey of Vngland, Method now propoſed by him 
to drain tbe Fens, and amend the Harbour of Lyn, p. 102.— His Re- 

port, p. 109. — How it will anſwer the End propos d p. 103. 
Arundel, Earl, appointed to view the Feng, An. 1619. p. 31. 
Atkins, Richard, a Commiſſioner of Sewers : His Reaſons why Ely Hardi were no 
Advantage to Navigation, but a Prejudice to Draining, An. 1618. p. 30. 
Relatio R. Atkins de Mariſcis & eorum ſtatu, Anno 1604. menſe Januarit 

& Februar, | k p. 74. 
Ayloff, Sir William, views the Fens with Anthony Thomas, Eſq; and others : 
Propoſes to drain them, An. 1620. p. 31, 33. Their Demands as a Re- 


compence, p. 34. Rejefied, p. 36. 

B. 
B AN KS of Morton's Leam and Bedford River placed at too great diſtance 
aſunder, p. 44. 


Bedford, Earl Francis, undertakes to drain the Fens, Anno 1630. His Works 
adjudged defefive, p. 42, 43.— Earl William undertakes the Draining, 
Anno 1649. p. 44 Quant ixy of Fenny Land he was to have for his 


ans, p' 39. 
2 | Bedford 
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Bedford River, made by William Earl of Bedford, and bis Participants, p. 48. 
52. Shallow and upon a riſing Ground, p. 57, 62. but fe or fe Foot 
deep, p. 69. not a ſufficient Receptacle for the Tides. p. 85. —— The 
Waters of that River over-ride the Cambridge River, the Conſequence, 
p. 86, 87, 90. —— Aukward Courſe of the Land-fluods from this River, 
the Conſequence, p. 93. 

Bedford Land floods kept Denver Sluice Doors ſhut, the Conſequence, P. 81. 

Bedford River prejudicial to the Port F Lyn and Draining, p. 87, 89, 90, 93. 

Brandon River, its Courſe deſcrib'd, p. 4. In the Lord Popham's Scheme for 
draining the Fens to be Imbanked, p. 23. 

Brandon Inhabitants, their Petition to the Commiſſioners appointed by the AF. 1649. 
complaining of Prejudice done to their Nawigation l, Denver Slices, p. 53. 
Their Petition for the Lyn Bill in Parliament, Anno 1696. p. 65, 

Bury, St. Edmonds, their Petition for the Lyn Bill in Parliament, An. 1696, p. 68. 


C. 


$ Ambridge River, its Courſe deſcrib'd, p. 3. Choaked up four Feet in 21 
Days, p. 88. 90. Muſt be loſt in a few Tears, p. 97. 
Cambridge Univer/ty and Town, their Petition to the Commiſſioners appointed by 
the Act, 1649. — againſl Denver Sluices being built, Au. 1650. The Com- 
miſſioners Anſwer, p. 51, 52. Their Petition to the Parliament. of Pre- 
judice done to Navigation hy Denver Sluices, Anno 1654. p. 54. Ti 
Petition for the Lyn Bill in Parliament, Anno 1696. p. 66. — Cambridge 
Navigation prejudiced by Hermitage Sluices p. 52. 
Charles I. undertakes to drain the Fens, A. D. 1638. p. 43. 
Commiſſioners appointed to prevent any Prejudice being done to Navigation, by 
means of any Works for draining the Fens — by Lyn Law, A. D. 1630. 
P. 38. By the Adt, 1649. p. 116. By the Att 15 Car. 2. p. 59, 

117. 


D. 


D EN VE R Shiices built by the Fen-drainers croſs the River Ouſe, againit 
Lare and the Rules of Draining, An. 1651—2. p. 49, 52, 60.— Petitions 
of Lyn and Cambridge, 4 ainſt their being built, p. 50, 51. —— 1 haſe 
Sluices prejudicial to the Navigation between Lyn and Cambridge, Bran- 
don, Thetford, and between Cambridge and St. Ives, Huntington, Bed— 
ford, and prejudicial to Draining in general, p. 52, #0 56, 61, 62, 81, 
82, 91. Thoſe Sluices the Cauſe of Lyn-haven and the River Oule 
* choaked up, and render'd incapable f Draining the Fens, &c. and 
made precarious to Navigation, p. 56, 60, 61, 62, 84, 85. -— Thoſe 
Sluices agreed on all Hunde to be the Cauſe of Prejudice to Navigation and 
Draining : The Reaſon, p. 83, 87. The Apron of Denver Slices 
built eight Foot higher than the Bottom of the old River, p. 68. Den- 
ver Sluices blow'd up by the Tides, A. D. 1713. p. 86. 

Deeping Feng, undertaken to be drained by the Earl of Exeter, p. 20. 

Dodſon, Colonel, an Officer of the Adventurers, A. D. 1665. his Opinion of Mor- 
ton's Leam, and New Bedford River. 

Draining 5 the great Level of the Fens. A Scheme for elfecting it, publiſhed, 
A. D. 1629. p. 45. Sir Cornelius Vermuijden his Scheme for Drain- 
ing, printed A. D. 1641. p. 46. John Bavents Weſterdike, his Scheme 
for Draining deliver'd to the Participants, A. D. 1640. p. 47. Lord 
Gorges, Surveyor-General of the great Level, A. D. 1682. his Scheme for 
Draining, p. 113. Colonel Armſtrong, his Method now propoſed for Drain- 
ing, p. 102. The Corporation of Adventurers, their Scheme for Drain- 

ing, A. D. 1725. p. 107. 


Edmonds, 


— — —— . —L—— ————— = — — ——. — 
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E Dmonds, Sir Clement, one of the Clerks of the Privy Council, who attended the 
Commiſſioners of Sewers, in a general View of the Outfalls His Report 


to thoſe Lords, A. D. 1618. „ 0, 111. 
Ely, Petition againſt Lyn Bill in Parliament, A. D. 1696. p. 65. Gravels or 
Hards in the River at Ely, prejudicial to Draining, p. 30. 

F. 


F ENS, formerly in Nature Meadows, p. 15. how they come to be Fenny, p. 16, 
17, 101, 102. To convey the Fen-waters to Sea, a Out made from 
Littleport-chair te Rebeck : The Conſequence, p. 18. - Why the Fens 
continued drowned after that, p. 26. The Fens have a hanging Level 
to the River Ouſe, /ix Inches per Mile, p. 18. —— Limits and Bounds 0 
the Fens, p. 114. Nan of Land in the Fens, p. 119, 120. Ob- 
ſervations touching the State of the Fens, Anno 1606, P- 137, Fens 
undertaken to be > Srl; Anno 1438, 1490. p. 19— 1605. p. 23— 1619. 
p. 31-1630. p. 42 — 1638. p. 43 — 1649. p. 44 —— Limited to be 
drained without Prejudice to Navigation, in any of the Rivers that have 
their Courſe through the Fens, p. 68. —— Fens adjudged drained, A. D. 
1643. p. 54, 58. —— Obſervations of the now drowned Condition of the 
Fens, p. 93, 94, 97, 100. The different Undertakers to drain the 
Fens, p. 98. —— Method now propos'd to drain the Fens, p. 21, 102. 
Limits and Bounds of the great Level of the Fens, p. 114.—— Low-tea- 
ter Mark in the River Ouſe one Foot higher than the Soil of the Fens 


; NUT, P. 93s 
Fielne and Ferrier Roadſteads Account of them, before and ſince Denver Sluces 
were built, p. 60. 

G. 


2 ORG ES, Lord, Surveyor-General of the great Level, his Opinion about 
Draining, p. 47. — His Scheme for the General Draining, An. 1682. p. 131 
Grant River, its Conrſe deſcrib'd, p. 3. 


In Lord Popham's Scheme for Drain- 


ing to be Imbanked, b. 13 

Gravels in the Rivers prejudicial to Draining, P. II, 20, 30, 73. 

Gunthorp Sluice, render'd uſeleſs, p. 21. 
H. 


H YWARD, William, Surveyor, delivers the Contents of the Number of 
Acres in the Fens, to the Commiſſioners at Wisbech, An. 1605. p. 119. 
Haltoft, Gilbert, one of the Barons of the Exchequer, his Commiſſion to drain 
the Fens, A. D. 1438. ; 5 p. 19. 
Hermitage Slice, built croſs the River Ouſe near Erith, A. D. 1651 —2. preju- 
dicial to Navigation, p. 52, 54, 62. to Draining. P. 87. 
Hobart, Sir Henry, Attorney-General to King James I. bis Opinion and Report 
of the Power of the Commiſſioners of Sewers, to make new Drains, A. 12 

1616. p. 26, 
Huntington. Petition againſt the Lyn Bill in Parliament, A. D. 1696. p. 64, 
67. Reaſons why they ſbould now come into the Meaſures propos d to pre- 

ſerve Navigation, p. 108. 


James 
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I. 


A M E S I. His Letter to the Commiſſioners concerning the Fens, A. D. 1620. 
p-. 32. His Majeſty undertakes to drain the Fens, p. 36. 


K. 


K IN G's- Creek propos d as the beſt Drain for the North Level, A. D. 1618. 
136. 

Knights-Gool. The great Drain for the Province of Marſhland, ordered * 4 $f 
fron of Sewers, A. D. 1640. that the Land on the South Side Wisbech 
ſhould drain through it : Now choaked up, p. 11. 


I. 


AN GT ON, Biſhyp, makes a Dam croſs the River Nene at Upwell, A. D. 
I 301. —— The Sheriff of Norfolk commanded to pull the Dam down, A. D. 


1331. p- 7, 18. 
Landholders, in the Fens, their Caſe, p. 83. 


Lyn Corporation, Their Anſwer to the Petition of Marſhland, E. 1. to ſtraiten 
Lyn-haven. ——— Navigation of Lyn provided for in all the Rivers in 
the Feng; not to be impaired by any Undertakings for Draining,.p. 33, 40, 
4.4, —— Their Petition to the Commiſſioners appointed by the Af, 1649. 
againſt Denver Slices being built, An. 1651—2. The Commiſſioners An- 
ſewer, p. 50. Their — to frame a Petition, An. 1652. uit 
the Fen-Drainers, p. 52. — They addreſs'd the Lord Protector, An. 1653. 
againſt the Drainers : His Highneſs's Anſwer, p. 55. They Petition 
the Parliament, and complain of Prejudice done to their Navigation by Den- 
ver Sluices, A. D. 1654. p. 55s They oppoſe the Act, 15 Car. 2. and 

rocure Clauſes to Fe Navigation to be inſerted in that Att, p. 59 — 
hey complain of Prejudice done to their Navigation by Denver Sluices, to 
the Commiſſioners appointed by that Af, A. D. 1677. p. 60. —— Their 
Letter to the Governor of Bedford Level, complaining of Prejudice don? to 
their Navigation by Denver Sluices, A. D. 1695. p. 62, —— They Petition 
the Parliament againſ{ the Fen-drainers, A. D. 1696. p. 63. Lyn Biff 
in Parliament, fo the beiter Preſervation of their Port, read the firſt time, 
p. 63. read the ſecond time, p. 68. —-= Proofs at the Bar of the Houſe of 
Commons, for the Bill, p. 68. againſt the Bill, p. 69. Their Letter 
to the Adventurers, A. D. 1721. complaining of the choaking up of the 
Rivers, p. 90. Their late Proceedings to get their Harbour amended, 
and Navigation improv'd, P- 1057. Theo ten] Inland Nnmgation of the 
Paws of Lyn, © .. 

Lyn- Haven. Some Ages ſince but 6 Poles wide, p. 1. worn wider by Degrees by the 

great Confluence of freſh Waters and Action of the Tides, p. 4, 7, 12. 

Its Depth and Breadth, A. D. 1645. p. 60. How kept open and pre- 
ſerv'd from ſilting, before Denver Sluices were built, p. 13, 56, 84. 
Reaſons of its Decay ſince, | p. $6, 60, St, -62, 84, 85, 91. 


M. 


M Arſhland, The Inhabitants of that Province made a Dam, A. D. 1292. at 
Little-lode, to force the Waters of Welland and Nene to their old Courſe by 
Wisbech, p. 6. —They Petition, Ed. 3. and R. 2. to ſtraiten and confine Lyn- 
haven to its ancient Width, p. 7,8. The Outfalls of the Rivers Wel- 
land and Nene to be e, firſt, in default f which Lyn-haven was 
not ſtraitned, p. 10. They Petition the Lords of the Privy Council that 
the High Country might contribute toward the Charge of their Banks, p. 10. 
Petition the Parliament againſt the Adventurers, An. 1696, p. 65, — 
Marſhland drowned by Tongs Drain, p. 89. The now drowned Condt- 
tion of Marſhland, p. 100. — runs a double Riſque of Inundation, p. 92. 
P p Middle 


0 
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Middle Level, Works the 3 of Adventurers charge themſelves with, to 
maintain, p. 95. orks made to drain this Level, p. 19, 24, 43, 82. 
Scheme to drain this Level given to the Adventurers, A.D. 1682. p. 113, 


Proportion this Level bears tothe Draining Tax, p. 95. 
Morton, John, 1 of Ely, Lord Chancellor of England, his Attempt to drain 
the Fens, A. D. 1499. p. 19, 

N: 


N ENE River, its Courſe deſcrib'd, p. 4. — Its Courſe after the Decay of 
Wisbech Outfall, p. 17, 18. —— Ie Courſe after Morton's Leam was 
made, p. 20, 111, 112. 
North Level. Works made to drain it, p. 20, 49. Now totally drowned : 
Method propos'd to drain it, p. 21. Works, the Corporation of 
Adventurers charge themſelves with, to maintain in this Level, p. 95. 
Proportion this Level bears to the Draining Tax, p- 75. 


O. 


() USE River, its Courſe anciently by Wisbech, p. 1. —— Diverted, p. 6. 
its Courſe after that, p. 18. A goodly fair River throughout, p. 11. — 
Its Courſe now, deſcrib'd from its Spring-head in Northamptenſhire, to its 
Influx into the Sea, p. 2, —— Oak. the narroweſt River in the World in 
proportion to its length, p. 5. How far the Tide put up this River from 
Sea, and the Extent of its Navigation before Denver Sluices were built, p.7,11 
Outfall of Rivers cannot be kept open by the freſh Waters, p. 13, 83. but chiefly by 


the Action of the Tides, p. 12. 8g. 

ef | 
Ow-dike, old, made to defend the Province of Marſbland from the Fen-waters, 
p. 16. The new Pow-dike made, p- 17. 


Popham, Sir John, Lord Chie tice of England, bis Undertaking to drain 
| the Fens, Anno 1605. 4 75 — Popham-lode, made, A. D. 1605. but 


| damm'd up again, | p. 24, 25. 
Protector, Oliver, his Letter to the Corporation of Lyn, An. 1653. that he would 
take care of their Navigation, P- 59. 

R. 


| R {8Þtforth-lode « A Semer under the Pmnfihe, anode into it to drain ſeveral 
Lands in Upwell, the Apron of the Sluice next the River Ouſe laid, A. D. 


1611. eight Feet nine Inches and a balf lower than Low-water Mark is 
at this time in the ſaid River there, p. IO, 11 
Richardſon, Dr. Vice-chancellor of Cambridge, makes Inſtance that Ely Gravels 
might not be removed, to the Prejudice of Navigation, A. D. 1618. p. 3. 
Rye Harbour deſtroy d, by topping the Flow and Re flo; of the Tide with Sluices,p.14. 


* 


8. 


8 Alters- lode. Ten Foot Fall there, from the Soil of the Fens to Low-water Mark, 
in the River, A. D. 1605 p. 10, 24. Low-twater Mark now two Foot 


above the Soil, p. 91, 104. 
Sechey River, alias Sandringham Fea, its Courſe deſcrib'd, p. 4. 
Sewers. All made anciently to drain into Wisbech River, p. 18, 19, 22. to be 


ſbeered and cut three times a Tear, 0 p. 73. 
Sewers, the Commiſſioners, their Petition to the Privy Council, A. D. 1618. for 
one of the Clerks of that Board, to 1 e, with them to view the Our 
* the Fens, that he, as a Perſon indifferent, might truly inform their Lord- 
ip of the Feaſibleneſs of the Works of Draining, Sc. p. 28. —— The 

2 


Con- 
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Commiſſioners attend the King and Council concerning the Draining, A. D 

1.620, p. 32. —— Their Anſwer to the Propoſals of Sir William Ayloff, 

and Anthony Thomas, Eſq; for draining the Fens, A.D. 1620. p. 35. 
Sewers, 4 Law of,made at Lyn, 1.5. 1630. touching the Draining of the Fus, p. 37. 
Shire Drain made, 38. Eliz. to drain the Grounds of Thorny, and the North 

Side Wisbech, p. 20, A View of Shire Drain, An. 1618. p. 13.— 


Now decayed, how it came to decay, 


| 5 

St. John's Era, made a Slater to the South Level, A. D. 1653. p. 82. he Con- 

ſequence, p- 89. 
Soham Meer, Works to drain it, 


82. 
South Level. A Relation of the State of it, from a Survey taken, 1604. 3 74. 


0 78. Proof of the good Condition of this Level before Denver Sluices 

were built, p. 78, to 81, —— Drowned by neglect of Banks, p. 88, — 

In worſe Condition ſince Denver Sluices were built than before, p. 66, 68, 

Works made to drain the South Level, p. 43, 48, 52, 82. — Towns 
bordering on it, Petition for the Lyn Bill in Parliament, A. D. 1696. p. 66. 
Landbolders in it, Petition for the Bill, p. 67. -— Works the Corporation 

of Adventurers charge themſelves with, to maintain in the South Level, 

96. Proportion it bears to the Draining Taxes, p. 95. 

Spalding Ortfull, how it came to decay, p. 13. the Conſe ence to the Fens, p. 19. 
Sutton Marſh below Wisbech : Reaſons why it ſhould not b Inned, p. 13, 22. 


T. 


1 3 Hetford. Afidavits made of Prejudice done to their Navigation by Denver 
Slices, p. 53. Their Petition for Lyn Bill in Parliament, A. D. 1696. p. 67. 
Thomas Anthony, &c. Propoſes to drain the Fens, p. 31, 33. His Demands as 
4 Recompence for Draining, | p. 34. 
Tides. How 2 they flow'd up the Rivers into the Fens from Sea. and their uſe to 
Navigation and Draining, p. 12, 13, 14. Tide of Flood ran full five 
Hours and a Half through Lyn-haven, before Denver Sluices were built, 
p. 61. now but three Hours and a Half, p. 139. Flux and Reflux of 
the Tide, is the Preſervation of the Outfall of the Rivers 'Thames , Se- 
vern, Humber, &c. p. 14. Neip Tides could navigate with them be- 
fore Denver Sluices were built, p. 12. cannot ſince, p. 91, — Obſernva- 
tions made upon the Flux and Reflux of the Tides at Lyn, An. 1723. p. 138. 


U. 


V Ermuyden, Sir Cornelius, his Opinion how the Outfull of Lyn was preſerv'd 
from ſilting, p. 13. —— His Opinion about Draining the Fens, P. 46-—— 


His Scheme for Draining the Pons, printed, A. D har. P. 74 —— His 
Scheme proves prejudicial to Navigation and Draining, p. 47, 48. 
| W. 
W Elland River, how it came to decay, &c. p- 13, 20, 30 


Wells Harbour in Norfolk, how preſerved by the Flux and Reflux of the Tide, 


why it now decays, , pP. 13. 
Weres, prejudicial yy tary "44 | p. 19, 30, 73, 74 
Weſt-lode, a famous Drain in Deeping Fen, a, + 20. 


Weſter Dike. John Bavents, his Scheme for draining the Fens, delivered to the 
Participants, A. D. 1650. + p- 47. 
Weſt-water. A Branch of the River Ouſe, its Courſe deſcrib d, p. 17, 30. 
Wisbeeh Outfall, why it decayed, Courſe of great Ouſe after the Decay, p. 17, 
18, 20.— Dams made to force Wisbech River to its old Courſe, p. 6. —— 
Wisbech River ordered to be enlarged and digged, A. D. 1438. p. 19.—— 
Propos'd to be opened in the General Draining, 5 3 Widened by the 
Adventurers, A. D. 1637. p. 17. —- A Sluice built croſs it at the Horſhoe, 

ſtood not ſeven Days, p. 11 2. Cauſes of the Decay of Wisbech Channel, p. ac. 


Parti- 
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Particular TN E N tothe AryENDIx ; for the 
ready finding Papers the H1sToRy refers to. 


CT for Draining the great Level of the Fens, which paſſed the 29th of May, 
1649. an Abſtract of it, ; p. 116. 

Act of Parliament made, Anno 15 Caroli. II. Regis, for ſettling the Draining o 
the great Level of the Fens, called Bedford Level; an Abſtra# of it,p.116. 
Armſtrong, Col. Chief Engineer of England: His Report made to the Right Ho- 
nourable Henry, Earl of Lincoln, Surveyor-General of Bedford Level; 

and to the Right Honourable Rober Walpole, Eſq; Burgeſs in Parliament 

for King's-Lyn; of the State of the Fens, and the Port of Lyn: Vith 
Propoſals for Draining the ſaid Fens, and amending the Harbour of Lyn, 
109. 

Atkins, Richard, his Obſervations made upon the gy 70 below the . Com 
bridgeſhire Gotes, of the Outfall of Wisbech River; and certain Creeks 

there, June 1605. p. 136. 


Bedford Level, the Bounds of that great Level of the Fens, as limited by the Af, 
1649. and confirmed by the Act 15 Car. 2. ; p. 14. 


Edmond, Sir Clement, Knight, his Report made to the Lords of his Majeſty's 
Privy Council, of the State of the Fens, upon a general View taken in Au- 
guſt, 1618, | p. 111. 


Fens, certain Obſervations made by G,—B. touching their State, 1606. p. 137. 


Gorges, Lord, Surveyor-General of the Works of Draining and Superintendant of 
the Officers of the Corporation of Adventures, his Propoſals for Draining 
the great Level of the Fens, A. D. 1682. p- 131. 


Hayward, William, Surveyor : The true Content or Number of Acres in the 
Fens, deſcrib'd in the general Plat, lying without the Fen-dikes ;, as they 
qere delivered by bim upon his Oath at Wisbech, the 13th of Fuly, 1605. 


| p. 119. 
Statutes. Abfrracr of ſuch * as bave been made for the avoiding all Annoyances 
and Obſtruftions in navigable Rivers, p. 140. 


Tides. Obſervations of their Flux and Reflux at Lyn, &c. 1723. P. 138. 


* 


